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[57] ABSTRACT

The present invention relates to a three-phase brushless
motor in which two electromagnetic transducer ele-
ments for detecting the rotation position of a rotor hav-
ing a plurality of magnetized regions are disposed to
have a relative positional relation with an electrical
angle of 120° or 240°, a composed signal having a phase
difference of 120° relative to the output signals from the
electromagnetic transducer elements is provided and
the drive current to be supplied to the stator coil is
determined on the basis of the composed signal and the
output signals from the electromagnetic transducer
elements. An auxiliary magnetic pole having opposite
polarity to that of main magnetic pole is disposed on the
rotor at the portions near and opposing to the electro-
magnetic transducer elements so as to make the wave-
form of the composed signal of the output signals from
the electromagnetic transducers steep at zero-cross
points. Thus, the drive currents supplied to the stator
coils are made excellent and uneven rotation torque can
be improved.

7 Claims, 28 Drawing Figures
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THREE-PHASE BRUSHLESS MOTOR HAVING
AUXILIARY MAGNETIC POLE ON ROTOR

DESCRIPTION
Technical Field

So far flat and small three-phase brushless motor has
been proposed as shown in FIG. 1. In FIG. 1, reference
.numeral 1 designates a stator, 2 a rotor and 3 a rotary
shaft. This stator 1 comprises six flat stator coils L1, L
... Lg which are disposed on a base plate 4 of nearly
circular shape with an equal angular range, for example,
an angular range of 60° as shown in FIG. 2. In this case,
a pair of opposing stator coils L1 and L4; Ly and Ls; and
L3 and L¢ are respectively connected in series or in
parallel to each other. The rotor 2 is formed of a magnet
of disk shape in which eight poles of N poles and S poles
are alternately magnetized with an equal angular range
as, for example, shown in FIG. 3. Further, electromag-
netic transducer elements, for example, Hall elements
Hj, Hz and Hj3 are respectively disposed on the base
plate of the stator 1 at its predetermined position, for
example, at the intermediate position between the stator
coils Lgand L, at the intermediate position between the
stator coils L; and L; and at the intermediate position
between the stator coils Ly and L3 on the external pe-
ripheral portion of the base plate of the stator 1. In this
case, although the geometrical angle between adjacent
Hall elements H;, Hy and Hj is 60°, since the rotor 2
includes 8 poles, the Hall elements are disposed with a
relative positional relation of an electrical angle of 240°,
As shown in FIG. 4, each of the Hall elements Hj,
H> and H3is connected between a voltage source termi-
nal § and the ground. The output signals from the Hall
elements Hj, Hy and Hj are respectively supplied to a
control signal generating circuit 6 which is formed of a
semiconductor integrated circuit. The six output termi-
nals of the control signal generating circuit 6 are respec-
tively connected to bases of npn-transistors 7a, 75, 84,
85, 92 and 9. The collectors of the respective transis-
tors 7a, 8a and 9« are connected together to a voltage
source terminal 10 to which a positive D.C. voltage is
supplied. The emitters of the transistors 7a, 82 and 9a
are respectively connected to the collectors of the tran-
sistors 7b, 8b and 9b and the emitters of these transistors
7b, 8b and 9b are respectively grounded. The connec-
tion point between the emitter of the transistor 7z and
the collector of the transistor 75 is connected through a
series circuit formed of a series circuit of the stator coils
L1 and L4 and a series circuit of the stator coils Ls and
L> to the connection point between the emitter of the
transistor 8¢ and the collector of the transistor 8.
While, the connection point between the stator coils Lg
and L is connected through a series circuit of the stator
coils L and L3 to the connection point between the
emitter of the transistor 92 and the collector of the
transistor 9. In this case, when the Hall elements Hj,
H; and Hj3 produce at their output terminals square
wave signals having phases each of which is sequen-
tially different from one another by an electrical angle
of 240° as shown in FIGS. 5A, 5B and 5C, if a current
flowing through the series circuit of the stator coils L;
and L4 is taken as Ia, a current flowing through the
series circuit of the stator coils L; and Ls as Ib and a
current flowing through the series circuit of the stator
coils L3 and Lg as Ic, the control signal generating cir-
cuit 6 is so formed that it generates control signals such
that, as shown in FIGS. 5D, 5E and 5F, these currents
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Ia, Ib and Ic have different phases by 120° each and
each of them becomes a positive current during 120° of
the electrical angle, a zero current during the succeed-
ing 60° of the electrical angle, a negative current during
the succeeding 120° of the electrical angle and a zero
current during the succeeding 60° of the electrical an-
gle, respectively, which is repeated sequentially.

Since such prior art three-phase brushless motor re-
quires the three Hall elements Hj, Hy and Hs, there

.occurs such a problem that the number of wires for

interconnecting the Hall elements with a drive circuit is
large and the power for driving the Hall elements can
not be neglected in view of saving a power consump-
tion. Further, when the motor is miniaturized, it is diffi-
cult to position the Hall elements with high precision
and the space for disposing the Hall elements is re-
duced. Thus, it is not desirable to provide three Hall
elements as in the prior art.

Therefore, as shown in FIG. 6, a three-phase brush-
less motor is previously proposed in which two electro-
magnetic transducer elements, for example, two Hall
elements H; and H; for detecting the rotation position
of the rotor 2 are respectively disposed with a relative
positional relation having an electrical angle of 120° or
240° and the output signals of the electromagnetic trans-
ducer elements H; and H are composed with each
other to thereby produce a composed signal having a
phase difference of 120° relative to the output signals of
the electromagnetic transducer elements H; and Hj so
that on the basis of the composed signal and the output
signals from the electromagnetic transducer elements
Hj and Hp, the drive currents are supplied to the stator
coils Ly, Lj. .. L¢. In the example shown in FIG. 6, the
stator 1 and the rotor 2 are formed similarly to those
shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, in which of the Hall elements
H;, H, and Hj as shown in FIG. 2, the Hall element H3
is removed, while the two Hall elements H; and H; are
provided. In this case, each of the Hall elements H; and
H, s disposed to have a relative positional relation with
an electrical angle of 240°. The D.C. voltage from the
voltage source terminal 5 is supplied through a resistor
11 to the Hall elements H; and Hj as the bias voltage
thereof, and the output signals produced at one and the
other output terminals 2; and a; of the Hall element H;
are supplied to first and second input terminals of the
control signal generating circuit 6, while the output
signals produced at one and the other output terminals
by and by of the Hall element H; are supplied to third
and fourth input terminals of the control signal generat-
ing circuit 6. Between the one output terminal a; of the
Hall element H; and the one output terminal b; of the
Hall element Hj is connected a series circuit which is
formed of two resistors 12 and 13, each resistor having
an equal resistance value R. The connection point be-
tween the resistors 12 and 13 is connected to a sixth
input terminal of the control signal generating circuit 6.
On the other hand, between the other output terminal
aj of the Hall element H; and the other output terminal
bs of the Hall element H; is connected a series circuit
which is formed of two resistors 14 and 15, each resistor
having an equal resistance value R. The connection
point between the resistors 14 and 15 is connected to a
fifth input terminal of the control signal generating
circuit. In this case, the resistance value R of each of the
resistors 12, 13, 14 and 15 is selected extremely larger
than those of the Hall elements H; and Hj. Further, in
this case, if the values of the output voltage produced at
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one and the other output terminals a; and a3 of the Hall
element Hj are respectively taken as Va and Va' and the
values of the output voltages produced at one and the
other output terminals by and b; of the Hall element H;
are respectively taken as Vb and Vb’, a voltage value
Vc applied to the fifth input terminal of the control
signal generating circuit 6 is expressed as

Ve=4(Va' + Vb")

and a voltage value V¢’ applied to the sixth input termi-
nal of the control signal generating circuit is expressed
as

Ve'=4(Va+Vb)

Thus, an input signal ¢ between the fifth and sixth input
terminals is given as

c=Ve—Ve'= —3(Va—Va')—3(Vb—Vb')

An input signal between the first and second input ter-
minals, namely, an output signal a of the Hall element
H, is given as

a=Va—-Va'

and an input signal between the third and fourth input
terminals, namely, an output signal b of the Hall element
H; is given as

b=Vb—Vb'
Thus,

c=—13(a+b)

Accordingly, the detecting signals such as shown in

FIGS. SA, 5B and 5C are respectively supplied to the

input terminals of the control signal generating circuit

6. In FIG. 6, the other circuit portions are constructed

similarly to those of FIG. 4 so that by the circuit shown
~in FIG. 6, the rotor 2 can be rotated similarly to that
~-shown in FIG. 4.

According to the example shown in FIG. 6, the num-
ber of the Hall elements can be reduced from three to
two, the number of the wires for interconnecting the
Hall elements with the drive circuit can be reduced and
the power consumption can also be reduced, which
facts are advantageous for miniaturizing the motor.

However, when as the rotor 2 of the above three-
phase brushless motor, such one in which the N poles
and the S poles are alternately magnetized with the
equal angular spacing as shown in FIG. 3 is used and
this rotor 2 is rotated, the waveforms of the output
signals from the Hall elements H; and H; become such
ones having saturated flat tops as shown by curves S;
and S; in FIG. 7A. As a result, a waveform S3 of the
composed signal ¢, which is provided by composing the
waveforms S; and S;, has a very gentle inclination at
zero-cross points as shown in FIG. 7A so that the zero-
cross points can not be determined precisely. Thus a
composed signal ¢ as shown in FIG. 7¢ being applied
between the fifth and sixth input terminals of the control
signal generating circuit 6. The composed signal c
shown in FIG. 7C is such one that the phases of the
falling edges and the rising edges of the square wave are
displaced from the normal phases by 71, 72, 73. . . .
FIGS. 7B and 7D respectively show waveforms which
are obtained from the output signals S; and S; of the
Hall elements H; and H;. When the signals as shown in
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FIGS. 7B, 7C and 7D are respectively supplied to the
input terminals of the control signal generating circuit 6
so as to produce the drive currents which are supplied
to the stator coils L1, Ls. . . Lgand the rotor 2 is rotated
by such drive currents, the uneven rotation torque
thereof becomes large near the zero-cross points of the
composed signal S3 as shown in FIG. 7E. Then, there is
a defect that a ripple becomes, for example, 23.4% or
above. In view of the above aspect, the present inven-
tion is to improve uneven rotation torque of a three-
phase brushless motor which uses two electromagnetic
transducer elements.

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION

The present invention is to provide a three-phase
brushless motor in which two electromagnetic trans-
ducer elements for detecting the rotation position of a
rotor having a plurality of magnetized areas are dis-
posed to have a relative positional relation with an
electrical angle of 120° or 240°, a composed signal hav-
ing a phase difference of 120° relative to the output
signals from the electromagnetic transducer elements is
produced, and the drive currents supplied to stator coils
are determined by the composed signal and the output
signals from the electromagnetic transducer elements.
In such a three-phase brushless motor, an auxiliary mag-
netic pole having opposite polarity to that of the main
magnetic pole is disposed on the rotor at a portion near
and opposing to the electromagnetic transducer ele-
ments so as to make the waveform of the composed
signal of the output signals from the electromagnetic
transducer elements steep at zero-cross points of the
waveform of the composed signal. As a result, the drive
currents supplied to the stator coils are made satisfac-
tory whereby to improve the uneven rotation torque of
the rotor.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 s a cross-sectional view showing an example
of a three-phase brushless motor of a flat type,

FIG. 2 is a plan view showing an example of a prior
art stator,

FIG. 3 is a plan view showing an example of a prior
art rotor,

FIGS. 4 and 6 are respectively diagrams showing
examples of a drive current supplying circuit,

FIGS. 5A-5F, 7A-TE, 9A-9E, 11A-11B are respec-
tively diagrams useful for explaining the present inven-
tion,

FIG. 8 is a plan view showing an example of a rotor
used in an embodiment of a three-phase brushless motor
according to the present invention,

FIGS. 10 and 12 are respectively plan views showing
examples of rotors used in other embodiments of the
present invention, and

FIGS. 13A and 13B are diagrams showing an exam-
ple of a rotor in a case wherein the present invention is
applied to a cylindrical type motor.

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

An embodiment of a three-phase brushless motor
according to the present invention will hereinafter be
described with reference to FIG. 8. In FIG. 8, like parts
corresponding to those in FIG. 3 are marked with the
same references and their detailed description will be
omitted.
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In this embodiment, the stator 1 is formed such that as
shown in FIG. 2, six flat stator coils L, Ly . . . Lgare
disposed on the base plate 4 of substantially circular
shape with an equal angular range, for example, an
angular range of 60°. In this case, the opposing stator
coils Ly and L4 Ly and Ls; and L3 and Lg are respec-
tively coupled serially or parallelly to each other. Fur-
ther, the electromagnetic transducer elements, for ex-
ample, Hall elements H; and H; are respectively dis-
posed at predetermined positions of the stator 1, for
example, at the intermediate position between the stator
coils Lgand L1 and at the intermediate position between
the stator coils Lj and L; in the external peripheral
portion of the stator 1. In this case, each of the Hall
elements H; and H; are disposed to have a relative posi-
tional relation with an electrical angle of 240°. In this
embodiment, the connection relation among the Hall
elements Hi, H> and the stator coils Ly, Ly . . . Lg is
made the same as that in FIG. 6.

In this embodiment, the rotor 2 is constructed as
shown in FIG. 8. That is, the rotor 2 is formed such
that, for example, eight poles of N poles and S poles are
alternately magnetized on a disk made of magnetic ma-
terial with an equal angular spacing as main magnetic
poles 2z and auxiliary magnetic poles 2b having oppo-
site polarities to those of the main magnetic poles 2g are
magnetized on the disk at its external peripheral por-
tions defined by connecting adjacent intermediate
points of the eight main magnetic poles 2a. In this case,
the auxiliary magnetic poles 2b of the rotor 2 are ar-

ranged to substantially pass over the electromagnetic’

transducer elements H; and H; of the stator.

In this embodiment, similarly to the previously pro-
posed three-phase brushless motor using two Hall ele-
ments Hj and Hj, the two Hall elements H; and H; for
detecting the rotation position of the rotor 2 are dis-
posed to have a relative positional relation with an
electrical angle of 240°, the output signals from the Hall
elements Hj and Hj are composed to each other so as to
produce a composed signal which has a phase differ-
ence of 120° relative to the output signals from the Hall
elements H; and Hy, and the composed signal and the
output signals from the Hall elements H; and H; are
used to determine the drive currents which will be fed
to the stator coils Ly, Ly . . . Le. Thus, it is possible to
rotate the three-phase brushless motor.

In this case, according to this embodiment, when the
rotor 2 is rotated, the waveforms of the output signals
from the Hall elements H; and Hj are not saturated and
become relatively steep waveforms as shown by curves
Saand Ssin FIG. 9A because of the auxiliary magnetic
poles 2b of opposite polarities to those of the main mag-
netic poles 2a provided on the portions of the rotor 2
near and opposing to the Hall elements H; and Hy. A
waveform Sg of the composed signal ¢ formed on the
basis of the waveforms S4 and S5 becomes relatively
steep at zero-cross points as shown in FIG. 9A and
hence the zero-cross points are determined. As a result,
the composed signal ¢ as shown in FIG. 9C is supplied
between the fifth and six input terminals of the control
signal generating circuit 6. In the composed signal c as
shown in FIG. 9C, the rising edge and the falling edge
of its square wave are determined by the zero-cross
points of the waveform S¢. FIGS. 9B and 9D respec-
tively show the waveforms provided from the output
signals Sz and S; of the Hall elements Hj and Hz. When
the signals as shown in FIGS. 9B, 9C and 9D are sup-
plied to the input terminals of the control signal gener-
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6

ating circuit 6 which then produces the drive currents
to be supplied to the stator coils L1, Ly ... Lg and the
rotor 2 is rotated by the above drive currents, its uneven
rotation torque becomes relatively small as shown in
FIG. 9E and a ripple can be reduced to, for example,
6.37%.

Further, FIG. 10 shows another embodiment of the
rotor 2 according to the present invention. In the em-
bodiment of FIG. 10, two auxiliary magnetic poles 2b of
island shape having opposite polarities to those of the
main magnetic poles 2a are symmetrically disposed near
the external peripheries of the main magnetic poles 2a.
In this case, the auxiliary magnetic poles 2b of island
shape are respectively provided to have electrical an-
gles of substantially 60°, 120°, 240° and 300° as shown in
FIG. 10. When the stator for this rotor is constructed
similarly as above, the waveforms of the output signals
from the Hall elements H; and H; become as shown by
curves S7 and Sg in FIG. 11A. Since a waveform Sg of
the composed signal provided by composing the curves
S7 and Sg becomes steep at zero-cross points of the
composed signal, the waveform of the composed signal
becomes steep at the zero-cross points as shown by the
curve Sy in FIG. 11A. Thus, the zero-cross points are
determined accurately so that the excellent drive cur-
rents Ia, Ib and Ic can be supplied to the stator coils L,
L>. .. Lg, thus the uneven rotation torque being made
extremely small as shown in FIG. 11B.

FIG. 12 shows a further embodiment of the present
invention, and in the embodiment of FIG. 12, the auxil-
iary magnetic poles 25 of the rotor 2 are respectively
disposed at the inside of the main magnetic poles 2. In
this case, the Hall elements H; and Hj of the stator are
disposed so as to correspond to the auxiliary magnetic
poles 25, too. It is needless to say that by the embodi-
ment shown in FIG. 12, similar action and effect as
above can be achieved. Further, when the present in-
vention is applied to a motor of cylindrical type, the
rotor thereof is constructed as shown in FIGS. 13A and
13B, in which the auxiliary magnetic poles 2b are dis-
posed on the end surface of the rotor. According to the
embodiment shown in FIG. 13, similar action and effect
as above can be of course achieved.

Also it is needless to say that instead of the Hall ele-
ment in the above embodiments, other electromagnetic
transducer element such as magnetoresistance element
and so on can be used. Furthermore, while in the above
embodiments the two electromagnetic transducer ele-
ments are disposed to have an electrical angular spacing
of 240° therebetween, it will be easily understood that
they can be disposed to have an electrical angular spac-
ing of 120°. In addition, it is needless to say that the
present invention is not limited to the above embodi-
ments but can take various modifications without de-
parting from the gist of the present invention.

We claim:

1. A three-phase brushless motor in which two elec-
tromagnetic transducer elements to detect a rotation
position of a rotor having a plurality of magnetized
areas are disposed to have a relative positional relation
with an electrical angle of 120° or 240° therebetween,
respective output signals from said electromagnetic
transducer elements are composed to produce a com-
posed signal having a phase difference of 120° relative
to said output signals from said electromagnetic trans-
ducer elements, and said composed signal and said out-
put signals from said electromagnetic transducer ele-
ments are used to determine a drive current which is
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supplied to a stator coil, characterized in that an auxil-
iary magnetic pole having opposite polarity to that of a
main magnetic pole is provided on said rotor at a por-
tion near and opposing to said electromagnetic trans-
ducer elements whereby a waveform of said composed
signal of said output signals from said electromagnetic
transducer elements is made steep at zero-cross points.

2. A three-phase brushless motor according to claim
1, characterized in that a magnetic pole of each magne-
tized area of said rotor at a portion opposing to said
stator coil is an N(8) pole and a portion of said magne-
tized area opposing to said electromagnetic transducer
elements is formed of an N(S) pole of narrow width and
auxiliary magnetic S(N) pole portions disposed at both
sides of said narrow magnetic pole.

3. A three-phase brushless motor according to claim
2, characterized in that said stator coil is formed of 6
coils and said rotor is formed of 8 magnetized areas.

4. A three-phase brushless motor according to claim
3, characterized in that said stator coils are formed of 3
pairs of circuits, each pair of which are serially coupled
to each other and a drive circuit is provided to supply to
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each of said 3 pairs of circuits currents flowing in the
different directions.

5. A three-phase brushless motor according to claim
4, characterized in that said electromagnetic transducer
elements are Hall elements, each of said Hall elements
having two output terminals and circuits, each formed
of two resistors serially coupled to each other, are con-
nected between output terminals of different Hall ele-
ments, whereby a composed signal is derived from a
connection point between said resistors serially coupled
to each other.

6. A three-phase brushless motor according to claim
5, characterized in that an S(N) pole portion of island
shape is provided on a part of the N(S) pole portion of
each magnetized areas opposing to the stator coil and
corresponding to electrical angles of substantially 60°,
120°, 240° and 300°,

7. A three-phase brushless motor according to claim
6, characterized in that said S(N) pole portion of island
shape is coupled to auxiliary magnetic pole at the por-
tion opposing to said electromagnetic transducer ele-

ments.
#* & ® * *



