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Summary of Amendments 
for Using VSE/VSAM Commands and Macros 

Summary of Amendments 
for SC24-S144-1 
Release 1 

The following is a summary of major changes to 
VSE/VSAM for Release 2. The summary is in two parts, 
first each individual item is noted and then the changes to 
each command are listed: 

• 	 SHAREOPTIONS parameter - Now allows you to share 
VSAM files across VSE systems. 

• 	 The CANCEL command - Allows you to cancel the cur­
rent job or job step. 

• 	 The DEDICATE parameter - Indicates that the entire 
space ofa volume or the remaining free space on a vol­
ume is to be owned by VSAM. 

• 	 CLASS and USECLASS parameters - Give you the 
option of specifying an additional five classes ofdata 
space. 

• 	 The new NOALLOCATION and current REUSE par­
ameters - Allow you to define a file into a VSAM catalog 
without allocating any space to the file. 

• 	 Both the new DISP operand ofthe DLBL job control 
statement and the current MACRF operand of the ACB 
macro - Allow you to specify status options for a file at 
OPEN time. 

• 	 Both the new DISP operand of the DLBL job control 
statement and the new CLOSDSP operand of the ACB 
macro - Allow you to specify the disposition ofthe file at 
CLOSE time. 

• 	 The NOALLOCATION parameter - Allows you to re­
place the usual system parameter defaults with your own 
list ofdefaults (via default models). 

• 	 The DEFAULTVOLUMES parameter - Instructs VSAM 
to select the volume(s) it needs from a previously estab­
lished default list of volumes. 

• 	 The DEFINE CLUSTER NAME parameter - Allows 
you to predefine work files for each partition in which 
you anticipate using them. 

• 	 The DEFINE CLUSTER NAME parameter - Allows 
you to indicate that work file space is to be shared be­
tween central processors. These processors can run the 
same job in any partition ofany processor without con­
flict. 

• 	 VSE/VSAM'sjob control- A greatly simplified way of 
specifying job control is now available. (Note that the old 
way ofspecifying job control still applies, however,for 
reasons ofclarity and brevity, the new way only is presented 
in this book.) You can omit: 

a. 	 ASSGN and EXTENT job control statements in most 
cases. 

b. 	 Many of the DLBL statements and their associated 
filename (dname) parameters. 

c. 	 Many of the FILE (dname) and CATALOG (dname) 
parameters. 

d. 	 Additionally, some of the existing command parame­
ters have been replaced with parameters that take 
advantage of the new simplified way ofspecifying job 
control. 

ALTER Command 
• 	 CATALOG dname) - dname subparameter no longer 


required (also no DLBL and EXTENT statements are 

required). Specify catname instead of dname to identify 


the needed catalog. 

• 	 FILE (dname) - no longer needed because the DLBL and 
EXTENT statements are no longer required. 

• 	 SHAREOPTIONS - now allows you to indicate that files 
can be shared across VSE systems. 

BLDINDEX Command 
• 	 INFILE (dname) - changed to INDATASET (entryname) 

because the DLBL and EXTENT statements are no long­
er required. 

• 	 OUTFILE (dname) - changed to OUTDATASET 
(entryname) because the DLBL and EXTENT statements 
are no longer required. 

• 	 WORKFILES(dename) - changed to WORKVOLUMES 
(volser) because the DLBL and EXTENT st&temeatsare 
no longer required. 

CANCEL Commaad (a aew command) 
• 	 Allows you to cancel the current job or job step. 

DEFINE ALTERNATEINDEX 
• 	 CATALOG (dname) - dname subparameter no longer 

required (also no DLBL and EXTENT statements are 
required). Specify catname instead ofdname to identify 
the needed catalog. 

• 	 DEFAULTVOLUMES - a new parameter used in con­
junction with modeling (makes the VOLUMES parame­
ter optional). 

• 	 FILE (dname) - no longer required because the DLBL 
and EXTENT statements are no longer required unless 
you specify the UNIQUE parameter. 

• 	 MODEL (dname) - dname subparameter no longer re­
quired (also no DLBL and EXTENT statements are re­
quired). Specify catname instead of dname to identify the 
needed catalog. 

• 	 NOALLOCATION - a new parameter that indicates no 
space allocation is to take place at define time. 

• 	 SHAREOPTIONS - now allows you to indicate that files 
can be shared across DOS systems. 

• 	 USECLASS - classes 2 to 6 have been added. 

DEFINE CLUSTER 
• 	 CATALOG (dname) - dname subparameter no longer 

required (also no DLBL and EXTENT statements are 
required). Specify catname instead of dname to identify 
the needed catalog. 

• 	 DEFAULTVOLUME - a new parameter used in con­
junction with modeling (makes the VOLUMES parame­
ter optional). 

• 	 FILE (dname) - no longer required because the DLBL 
and EXTENT statements are no longer required unless 
you specify the UNIQUE parameter. 

• 	 MODEL (dname) - dname subparameter no longer re­
quired (also no DLBL and EXTENT statements are re­
quired). Specify catname instead ofdname to identify the 
needed catalog. 

• 	 NAME (entryname) - has been expanded to allow you to 
take advantage ofcentral processor and/or partition 
independence. 
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• 	 N OALLOCA TION - a new parameter that indicates no 
space allocation is to take place at defme time. 

• 	 SHAREOPTIONS - allows you to indicate that files can 
be shared across VSE systems. 

• 	 USE CLASS - classes 2 to 6 have been added. 

Denne MASTERCATALOG 
• 	 CLASS (value) - classes 2 to 6 have been added. 

• 	 DED ICA TE - use this new parameter to indicate that the 
entire space (or remaining space) on a volume is to be 
allocated to the cadog. 

• 	 FILE (dname) - no longer needed because the DLBL and 
EXTENT statements are no longer required. 

• 	 ORIGIN (tracknumberlblocknumber) - use this new par­
ameter to indicate the beginning point of the catalog's 
data space (this removes the need for an EXTENT state­
ment). 

Denne NONVSAM 
• 	 CATALOG (dname) - dname subparameter no longer 

required (also no DLBL and EXTENT statements are 
required). Specify catname instead ofdname to identify 
the needed catalog. 

DEFINE PATH 
• 	 CATALOG (dname) - dname no longer required (also no 

DLBL and EXTENT statements are required). Specify 
catname instead ofdname to identify the needed catalog. 

• 	 FILE (dname) - no longer needed because the DLBL and 
EXTENT statements are no longer required). 

• 	 MODEL (dname) - dname subparameter no longer re­
quired. Specify catname instead ofdname to identify the 
needed catalog. 

DEFINE Space 
• 	 CATALOG (dname) - dname subparameter no longer 

required (also no DLBL and EXTENT statements are 
required). Specify catname instead ofdname to identify 
the needed catalog. 

• 	 CLASS (value) - classes 2 through 6 have been added. 

• 	 DEDICATE - use this new parameter to indicate that the 
entire space (or remaining space) on a volume is to be 
allocated to VSAM. 

• 	 FILE (dname) - no longer needed because the DLBL and 
EXTENT statements are not required. 

• 	 ORIGIN tracknumberlblocknumber) - use this new par­
ameter to indicate the beginning point of the data space 
(this removes the need for a DLBL and EXTENT state­
ment). 

Denne USER CAT ALOG 
• 	 CLASS (value) - classes 2 through 6 have been added. 

• 	 DEDICATE - use this new parameter to indicate that the 
entire space (or remaining space) on a volume is to be 
allocated to the catalog. 

• 	 FILE (dname) - no longer needed because the DLBL and 
EXTENT statements are no longer required. 

• 	 MODEL (dname) - dname subparameter no longer re­
quired (also no DLBL and EXTENT statements are re­
quired). Specify catname instead ofdname to identify the 
needed catalog. 

• 	 ORIGIN (tracknumberlblocknumber) - use this new par­
ameter to indicate the beginning point of the catalog's 
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data space. (This removes the need for a DLBL and EX­
TENT statements.) 

DELETE 
• 	 CATALOG (dname) - dname subparameter no longer 

required (also no DLBL and EXTENT statements are 
required). Specify catname instead ofdname to identify 
the needed catalog. 

• 	 FILE (dname) - no longer needed because the DLBL and 
EXTENT statements are no longer required. 

EXPORT 
• 	 INFILE (dname) - no longer needed because the DLBL 

and EXTENT statements are no longer required. 

• 	 PRIMEDATADEVICE (devtype) - required only for a 
tape device. 

EXPORTRA 
• 	 CRA (dnamel dname2 dname3) - changes to CRA VO­

LUMES ENTRIES (entryname) because the DLBL and 
EXTENT statements are no longer required. 

• 	 PRIMEDAT ADEVICE (devtype) - required only for a 
tape device. 

IMPORT 
• 	 OBJECTS FILE (dname) - no longer needed because the 

DLBL and EXTENT statements are no longer required 
(unless you are importing a UNIQUE file). 

• 	 OBJECTS DEFAULTVOLUMES - directs VSAM to use 
the volumes given in a default list. 

• 	 OUTFILE (dname) - changed to OUTPW (password) 
because the DLBL and EXTENT statements are no long­
e,required. OUTPW is used for password purposes only. 

• 	 PRIMEDATADEVICE (del/type) - required only for a 
tape device. 

IMPORTRA 
• 	 OBJECTS FILE (dname) - no longer needed because the 

DLBL and EXTENT statements are no longer required 
(unless you are importing a UNIQUE file). 

• 	 OBJECTS DEFAULTVOLUMES - directs VSAM to use 
the volumes given in a default list. 

• 	 OUTFILE (dname) - no longer needed because the 
DLBL and EXTENT statements are no longer required. 

• 	 PRIMEDAT ADEVICE (del/type) - required only for a 
tape device. 

LISTCAT 
• 	 CATALOG (dname) - dname subparameter no longer 

required (also no DLBL and EXTENT statements are 
required). Specify catname instead ofdname to identify 
the needed catalog. 

LISTCRA 
• 	 CATALOG (dname) - dname subparameter no longer 

required (also no DLBL and EXTENT statements are 
required). Specify catname instead ofdname to identify 
the needed catalog. 

• 	 INFILE (dname) - changed to INVOLUMES (volser) 
because the DLBL and EXTENT statements are no long­
er required. 
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REPRO • WORKFILE (dname) - changed to WORKVOLUMES 
• OUTFILE ENFIRONMENT PREDA T ADEVICE (volser) because the DLBL and EXTENT statements are 

(devtype) - required only for a tape device. no longer required. 

RESETCAT 
• 	 CATALOG (dname) - dname subparameter no longer 

required (also no DLBL and EXTENT statements are 
required). Specify ca/name instead ofdname to identify 
the needed catalog. 

• 	 CRAFILES (dname) - changed to CRAVOLUMES 
(volser) because the DLBL and EXTENT statements are 
no longer required. 

• 	 WORKCAT (dname) - no longer required (also no DLBL 
and EXTENT statements are required). Specify ca/name 
instead ofdname to identify the needed catalog. 

VERIFY 
• 	 FILE (dname) - changed to DATASET (entryname) 

because the DLBL and EXTENT statements are no long­
er required. 

ACRMacro 
New Operand 
PARMS=(CLOSDSP=KEEPIDELETEIDATE) - specifies 
the CLOSE disposition for the file. 
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This book describes (I) the use ofAccess Method 
Services, a group ofprograms that provide utility 
functions vital to Virtual Storage Extended/Virtual 
Storage Access Method (VSE/VSAM), and (2) how 
to code VSAM macro instructions to process data. 
This publication provides the VSAM information 
needed to use Access Method Services in order to 
establish and maintain VSAM files, and information 
on the VSAM macros. For additional information 
about VSE/VSAM, see VSE/VSAM General 
In/ormation, GC24-5 143. 

If you want information about the VSE/VSAM 
Space Management for SAM Feature, refer to Using 
the VSE/VSAM Space Management/or SAM 
Feature, 8C24-5 192. 

Readers of this book are presumed to have a back­
ground in programming. 

This book has the following major groupings of 
information: 

• 	 Chapter I: Introduction to Access Method Ser­
vices, which provides an overview ofAccess Me­
thod Services, including general language consid­
erations and Access Method Services functions. 

• 	 Chapter 2: Using Access Method Services, which 
gives examples of general job control relation­
ships and format to be used with Access Method 
Services commands. Each command is discussed 
in its own section, explaining functions performed 
and examples that show how to code typical eas­
es. 

• 	 Chapter 3: Access Method Services Commands, 
which sets out the format for each functional and 
modal command. 

• 	 Chapter 4: Introduction to the VSAM Macros, 
which briefly discusses the VSAM macros. 

• 	 Chapter 5: VSAM Macro Instruction Format, 
which describes the coding of each macro and 
includes examples of each one. 

• 	 Appendix A: Sample Job Streams, which gives 
examples with complex combinations ofcom­
mands. 

• 	 Appendix B: Interpreting LISTCA T Output, 
which provides information on the structure of 
LISTCAT output and shows sample output. 

• 	 Appendix C: Interpreting LISTCRA Output, 
which provides information on the structure of 
LISTCRA output and shows sample output. 
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• 	 Appendix 0: Invoking Access Method Services 
from a Problem Program, which provides inform­
ation on linkage convention, control blocks, and 
macros needed to invoke utility. 

• 	 Appendix E: Command Parameters Summary, 
which lists the commands, command parameters 
with their abbreviations, and examples ofcom­
mand use. 

• 	 Appendix F: Operand Notation for VSAM Mac­
ros, which provides information on the ways to 
express operands. 

• 	 Appendix G: Parameter Lists for VSAM Macros, 
which describes the format of the parameter lists 
and gives the codes used for the operands of each 
of the macros. 

• 	 Appendix H: Making the VSAM Master Catalog 
Recoverable, which shows how to convert the 
VSAM master catalog of an existing VSE system 
from a nonrecoverable tc? a recoverable catalog. 

• 	 Appendix I: Password Requirements, which pro­
vides a summary ofthe passwords required with 
the Access Method Services commands and other 
password information. 

• 	 Appendix J: Acronyms and Abbreviations, which 
defmes acronyms and abbreviations relevant to 
Access Method Services and VSAM. 

• 	 Appendix K: Glossary, which defines terms rele­
vant to Access Method Services and VSAM. 

Required Publications 
You should be familiar with pertinent information 
presented in the following publication: 

VSE/VSAM General In/ormation, GC24-5143. 

Related Publications 
The following publications contain information that 
is related to this publication: 

VSE/VSAM Messages and Codes, SC24-5146 

VSE/VSAM Programmer's Re/erence, SC24-5145 

Using the VSE/ VSAM Space Management/or SAM 
Feature, SC24-5192 

VSE/VSAM Documentation Subset, SC24-5191 
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L 
Chapter 1: Introduction to Access Method Services 


Access Method Services is a service program that is used with VSE/VSAM 
(Virtual Storage Extended/Virtual Storage Access Method) to create and 
maintain files. Access Method Services enables you to request various 
functions such as defming a VSAM file and loading records into it, convert­
ing a sequential file on tape or disk or an indexed-sequential file to the 
VSAM format, listing VSAM catalog information or file records, copying a 
file for reorganization, creating a backup copy of a file, and making a file 
portable from one operating system to another. 

You can invoke Access Method Services functions by executing the IDCAMS 
program (// EXEC IDCAMS) and issuing a command and its parameters in 
the job stream that IDCAMS processes. (See VSE/VSAM Programmer's 
Reference for information on job control.) 

You can also call the IDCAMS program from within another program and 
pass a command and its parameters to the IDCAMS program. (See 
"Appendix D: Invoking Access Method Services from a Problem Program.") 

I 
Ifyou plan on using VSE/VSAM, you must use the commands provided by 
Access Method Services. This chapter introduces the commands available 
through Access Method Services and the functions they perform. 

Functions of Access Method Services 
Figure I-I shows a list offunctions that Access Method Services commands 
can be used to perform. The left-hand column shows functions that you 
might want to perform. The middle column more specifically defmes the 
functions. The right-hand column shows the commands that can be used to 
perform each functiop. 

Function Command 

Add a password to a new VSAM file or a DEFINE 
catalog 

a password to an existing VSAM file ALTER 
or a catalog 

Analyze a nonrecoverable catalog where LISTCAT 
data access is impaired 

a recoverable catalog where LISTCRA 
data access is impaired 

Attach a user catalog to the master catalog DEFINE,IMPORT 
Build an alternate index BLDINDEX 
Cancel a job CANCEL 

ajobstep CANCEL 
Catalog a VSAM file DEFINE 

anonVSAM file DEFINE 
Change a file's description in the catalog ALTER 

the device type of the volume on which REPRO 
the catalog resides 

a password ALTER 
Connect a user catalog to a master catalog IMPORT 
Convert a SAM or ISAM file to VSAM format REPRO 

a VSAM file to sequential format REPRO 
Copy a file REPRO 

Figure I-I. Functions and Commands (Part lof2) 
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Function Command 

Create 

Defme 

Delete 

Disconnect 
Enter 
List 

Load 

Modify 
Move 

Print 
Recover 

Recreate 
Release 
Reload 
Rename 
Reorganize 

Uncatalog 
Unload 

Verify 

an alternate index 
a backup copy ofa catalog 
a backup copy of a VSAM file 
a catalog 
a catalog entry for anonVSAM file 
a path 
a VSAM file 
an alternate index 
a catalog 
a data space 
a nonVSAM file 
a path 
a VSAM file 
an alternate index 
a catalog 
a data space 
anonVSAM file 
a password 
a path 
a VSAM file 
a user catalog from the master catalog 
a file entry into the catalog 
a password 
a file 
a file's catalog entry 
contents of the catalog 
contents of the catalog recovery area 
records into a file 
a catalog from an unloaded copy 
a file's description in the catalog 
a catalog to another system 
a file to another system 
a file 
from loss of data due to 

improper closing of a file 
from possible loss of data or 

catalog entries by means of 
catalog recovery areas 

a VSAM file from a back up copy 
a user catalog from the master catalog 
a catalog from a sequential file 
a file 
a file 

a file 
a catalog to a sequential file 
a file 
end-of-file 

Figure I-I. Functions and Commands (Part 2 of2) 

DEFINE,BLDINDEX 
REPRO 
REPRO, EXPORT J 
DEFINE 
DEFINE 
DEFINE 
DEFINE 
DEFINE 
DEFINE 
DEFINE 
DEFINE 
DEFINE 
DEFINE 
DELETE 
DELETE 
DELETE 
DELETE 
ALTER 
DELETE 
DELETE 
EXPORT 
DEFINE 
L1STCAT 
PRINT 
L1STCAT 
L1STCAT 
L1STCRA 
REPRO 
REPRO 
ALTER 
EXPORT,IMPORT 
EXPORT,IMPORT 
PRINT J 
VERIFY 

EXPORTRA,IMPORTRA, 
and RESETCA T 

IMPORT 
EXPORT 
REPRO 
ALTER 
REPRO or 
EXPORT,IMPORT 
DELETE 
REPRO 
REPRO 
VERIFY 

1- 2 Using VSE/VSAM Commands and Macros 



Functional Commands 

There are two types of Access Method Services commands: functional 
commands that are used to request the actual work - for example, defining a 
file or listing a catalog - and modal commands that specify options and allow 
the conditional execution of the functional commands. 

The functional commands are: 

• 	 ALTER, which is used to alter existing catalog entries. 

• 	 BLDINDEX, which is used to build alternate indexes for existing VSAM 
files. 

• 	 CANCEL, which is used to cancel ajob or job step. 

• 	 DEFINE, which is used to create catalogs and catalog entries for files, 
alternate indexes, paths, and VSAM data spaces. 

• 	 DELETE, which is used to delete catalog entries. 

• 	 EXPORT, which is used to create a copy of a file for backup or to make a 
file or user catalog portable so that it can be used in another system. 

• 	 EXPOR TRA, which is used to recover data independent of the status of a 
catalog by means ofduplicate catalog entries in catalog recovery areas 
(CRAs). 

• 	 IMPORT, which is used to read a backup copy of a file or to make a file or 
user catalog that was previously exported from one system available for 
use in another system. 

• 	 IMPORTRA, which is used to make data recovered via the EXPORTRA 
function again available to the user. 

• 	 LISTCAT, which is used to list catalog entries. 

• 	 LISTCRA, which is used to list catalog recovery areas or compare the 
entries of a catalog recovery area with the appropriate entries in a catalog 
to check whether the catalog and the catalog recovery area are synchron­
ized. 

• 	 PRINT, which is used to print VSAM and non VSAM files. 

• 	 REPRO, which is used to copy files, to convert sequential files on tape or 
disk and indexed-sequential files to VSAM format, to convert VSAM and 
indexed-sequential files to sequential format, to create backup copies of 
VSAM catalogs, and to reload a VSAM catalog from a backup copy. 

• 	 RESETCA T, which is used to reset a recoverable catalog to the level of its 
owned volumes. The owned volume's CRA information is used to syn­
chronize the catalog with the volume(s). 

• 	 VERIFY, which is used to cause a catalog to correctly reflect the end of a 
file. You should use this command after an error occurred which prevent­
ed normal closing of the file that may have caused the catalog to be incor­
rect. 

The functional commands that can be used on non VSAM files include 
ALTER, DEFINE, DELETE, LISTCAT, PRINT, and REPRO. 
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Modal Commands 

The modal commands are: 

• 	 IF, which tests a condition code and executes according to the results of 
the test. IF is followed by THEN and ELSE clauses which specify alterna­
tive actions. 

• 	 DO and END, which specify the beginning and ending of a functional 
command sequence, normally within a THEN or ELSE clause. 

• 	 SET, which changes condition codes. 

• 	 PARM, which specifies diagnostic aids and printed output options and 
changes input record margins. 

How to Code Access Method Services Commands (Syntax) 

Notational Conventions 

A uniform system of notation describes the format of Access Method Services 
commands. This notation (that is, [], {}, I, ...) is not part ofthe language; it 
simply provides a basis for describing the structure of the commands. 

The command-format illustrations in this book use the following conven­
tions: 

• 	 Brackets [ ] indicate an optional parameter. 

• 	 Braces {} indicate a choice; unless a default is indicated, you must choose 
one of the entries. 

• 	 Items separated by a vertical bar (I) represent alternative items. No more 
than one of the items may be selected. J

• 	 An ellipsis ( ... ) indicates that multiple entries of the type immediately 
preceding the ellipsis are allowed. In examples, an ellipsis may indicate 
that entries not relevant to the examples have been omitted. 

• 	 Underscored type indicates a default option. If the parameter is 
omitted and none is implied by the presence of another parameter in the 
set, the underscored value is assumed. 

• 	 Other punctuation (parentheses, commas, spaces, etc.) must be entered as 
shown. A space is indicated by b. 

• 	 UPPER CASE type indicates the exact characters to be entered. Such 
items must be entered exactly as illustrated (in upper case). 

• 	 Italic type specifies fields to be supplied by the user. 

Syntax of the Language 

All Access Method Services commands have this general structure: 

VERB f> parameter(s) terminator 

VERB specifies the type of service requested. Parameter(s) further describe 
the service requested. Terminator indicates the end of the command state­
ment. Refer to "Appendix A: Sample Job Streams" for command statement 
examples. 

You can abbreviate many of the verbs and parameters. Permitted abbrevia­
tions are listed with each command statement or parameter, in "Appendix K: 
Acronyms and Abbreviations," and in "Appendix E: Command Parameter J
Summary." 
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Verbs 

Code the verbs beginning at or to the right of the left margin. The default 
columns are column 2 through 72. You can specify different columns, if you 
want, with the PARM command. 

You must separate each verb from its parameter(s) either with a blank or a 
comment. 

Comments 

You can add comments to a command statement anywhere a blank can 
appear. Comments are strings of characters preceded by a 1* and followed by 
an * /. They can contain any characters you desire except an * /. You contin­
ue comments to the next line by using a hyphen (-) or plus (+) sign as the last 
non-blank character before or at the right margin. 

Parameters 

Parameters are in bold uppercase type (they must be coded exactly as shown) 
or in italicized lowercase type (you substitute an appropriate value or word 
for the parameter). 

One or more parameters follow the verb; they can be positional parameters or 
keyword parameters. Positional parameters follow the verb in a prescribed 
sequence. An example of a positional parameter in this manual is the 
entryname parameter in the ALTER, DELETE, and EXPORT commands; it 
must always be the first parameter following its respective command. Ifyou 
specify a positional parameter that consists of a list of names, you must 
enclose the list in parentheses (a single item does not require parentheses). 

Keyword parameters are specific names that have a particular meaning to 
Access Method Services. You can include these parameters in any order 
following the positional parameter, if present, or the verb. Keyword parame­
ters are shown in upper-case type; for example: ERASE. 

You can also specify values or names with some of the keyword parameters. 
You enclose the value or name within parentheses following the parameter; 
for example: DEVICETYPE(3340). 

If the value you specify contains commas, semicolons, blanks, parenthesis, or 
slashes you must enclose the entire value in single quotation marks. 

A keyword parameter might also have a set of subparameters; for example: 

ENV(PDEV(2400) RECFM(VARUNB) BLKSZ(5164)) 

In the preceding example, (PDEV) PRIMEDATADEVICE, (RECFM) 
RECORDFORMAT, and (BLKSZ) BLOCKSIZE are subparameters of the 
(ENV) ENVIRONMENT keyword parameter. (The parameters are abbrevi­
ated so that the example fits on a single line.) 

You can code a list of similiar items (for example, volume serial numbers) in 
a parameter or sub parameter. Separate the parameters and subparameters 
from one another by one or more separators (commas, blanks, or comments). 
The only exception is that parameters immediately preceding or following a 
subparameter set enclosed in parentheses do not need to be separated from 
the opening or closing parenthesis. 
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In some cases it is necessary to specify a password following the name of a 
catalog entry or of a job control statement. You do this by coding (1) the 
name, (2) a slash, and (3) the password. The name/password combination 
must be preceded and followed by separators; for example: 

DELETE PAYROLL/CTLGPAY. 

Continuing Command Statements 

When you continue a command statement on more than one coding line 
(coding line is sometimes referred to as a record) you must use a hyphen (-) or 
plus (+) sign to indicate the continuation of the command statement. (The 
coding examples in this manual generally use a separate line for the verb and 
each of its parameters; this makes it easier to read the command statement.) 
The plus sign differs from the hyphen because not only does it indicate 
continuation of the command statement but it also indicates continuation of a 
value within the command statement. 

Blank coding lines or coding lines ending with complete comments (that is, 
end ofcomment * /) must also end with a continuation mark when they 
appear in the middle of a command statement and when they appear preced­
ing or following the THEN and ELSE clauses of an IF command. 

Records ending with partial comments must always end with a continuation 
mark. 

Also, only blank characters may appear between a continuation mark and the 
end of the coding line. 

Common Continutation Errors J 
The continuation rules must be used carefully when modal commands, 
comments, or blank records appear in the input stream. You must be careful 
when continuing a modal command so that you do not inadvertently specify 
a null clause. For information on null clauses, see "Null Clauses" in "Modal 
Command Format." 

The following examples show common continuation errors, (see "Appendix 
A: Sample Job Streams" for examples of correct coding). 

IF LASTCC = 0­
THEN 

LISTCAT 


A continuation mark (hyphen) is missing after the THEN keyword. A null 
clause is assumed after the THEN keyword, and the LlSTCA T command is 
unconditionally executed. 

IF LASTCC =0 ­
THEN­

REPROINFILE(Fl)OUTFILE(F2) 

/*ALTERNATEPATH*/ 

ELSE­
PRINT ... 


Because no continuation mark (hyphen) follows the comment, a null ELSE 
clause is assumed. The ELSE keyword will not match up with the THEN 
keyword, an error message will be issued, and the PRINT command ignored. JNote the correct use of the continuation marks on the other records. 
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Terminator 

IF LASTCC =0 ­
THEN­
REPRO ... 

ELSE­

PRINT ... 
Because a blank line with no continuation mark (hyphen) follows the ELSE 
keyword, the ELSE becomes null and the PRINT command is uncondition­
ally executed. 

PARMTEST (- /*COMMAND*/ 

TRACE) 


The PARM command will not be continued onto the second record because 
characters other than blanks appear between the continuation mark (hyphen) 
and the end of the record. 

PARM TEST ( TRA+ 

/*FIELDCONTINUATION*/ 

CE) 


The end of the P ARM command is found after the second record because no 
continuation was indicated after the comment. The command is rejected. 

The terminator indicates the end of the command. The terminator can be a 
semicolon or simply the absence of a continuation mark. If you use the 
semicolon as the terminator, the semicolon cannot be enclosed in quotation 
marks or embedded in a comment. Everything to the right of the semicolon is 
ignored. If there is information to the right of the semicolon that is continued 
to another record, all of the information including the continued information 
is ignored. For example, if you code: 

PARMTEST(TRACE);PARM­
GRAPHICS (CHAIN(TN))/*COMMENT*/­

PRINT .. . 

REPRO .. . 


the characters following the semicolon terminator are ignored. The continua­
tion marks (hyphens) at the end of the first and second records cause the 
PRINT command to be ignored also. The first P ARM command and the 
REPRO command are the only commands that are recognized. 
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L Using Job Control 

Chapter 2: Using Access Method Services 


Chapter 2 discusses the various functions of Access Method Services and 
gives examples that combine job control statements with Access Method 
Services commands for each function. Many of the command parameters are 
not covered in this chapter because the intent here is to provide you with a 
basic understanding of the Access Method Services commands. More com­
plex examples that combine sequences of commands are given in Appendix 
A. 

Access Method Services DEFINE commands and job control statements are 
used to set up all catalogs, VSAM data spaces, VSAM files (clusters), alter­
nate indexes, paths, and nonVSAM files. 

A VSAM file exists once it has been defined in a catalog. Before you can 
define a file, you must have a catalog in which to define it. Generally you 
must also have a VSAM data space on a direct-access volume in which to 
suballocate space for the file (as opposed to defining a catalog or derming a 
file in its own unique data space). Once a VSAM file has been defined, 

Irecords can be loaded into it. 

When you invoke Access Method Services via job control, you must specify 
an EXEC job control statement: 

II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

You must specify the SIZE parameter, otherwise Access Method Services will 
terminate your job immediately. The SIZE parameter provides information 
to the VSE system which allows it to divide the processing partition into a 
static area and a GETVIS area. When you execute IDCAMS, only the first 
load, called the root segment, is loaded into the static area. The remainder of 
the partition must be left free for GETVIS area required by Access Method 
Services and for the subsequent modules it loads. When you specify 
SIZE=AUTO, the system determines the amount of virtual storage required 
for the IDCAMS root segment and leaves the rest of the partition free for the 
GETVIS area. 

ISee VSE/VSAM Programmer's Reference for more information on job 
control. 
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Using DEFINE: Defining Objects in a Catalog 
VSAM uses catalogs as central information points for VSAM files and the 
direct-access volumes on which they are stored. You can define a VSAM 
object in a VSAM catalog by using the Access Method Services DEFINE 
command. Additionally, you can use the DEFINE command to define 
nonVSAM objects in a VSAM catalog. 

When you specify the DEFINE command, Access Method Services builds a 
catalog entry that describes the object. The VSAM objects you can define are: 

• 	 Master catalog, which is the primary VSAM catalog. It contains a collec­
tion of information about VSAM objects in the system. You must create a 
VSAM master catalog before you can define any other object. 

• 	 User catalog, which is a collection of information about VSAM objects 
that reside on the volumes owned by the user catalog. You can create a 
user catalog after the VSAM master catalog is defined. A pointer to the 
user catalog is put in the master catalog. 

• 	 Data Space, which is direct-access device space used for a catalog, for 
VSAM clusters, for alternate indexes, and for catalog recovery areas. 
VSAM controls the allocation of space within each data space. 

• 	 Cluster, or VSAMfile,which is a collection of user-data records. There are 
three types of cluster data organization: 

- Entry-sequenced, or sequential, in which data records are read or 
written sequentialy. 

- Key-sequenced, or indexed, in which a data record is read or written 
based on its key value. A key is a field, shorter than and within the 
record, that identifies the record. 

- Relative-record, or direct, in which a data record is read or written 
based on its relative record number-its displacement, in records, from 
the beginning of the cluster. 

• 	 Alternate index, which allows you to read and write data records in an 
entry-sequenced or key-sequenced cluster (called the base cluster) based on 
an alternate key. 

• 	 Path, which is a file name for the combination of an alternate index and its 
base cluster or an alias for a VSAM file. A path entry can be password 
protected. 

• Non- VSAM file, which is a file that is not in VSAM format, but can be 

I cataloged in a nonrecoverable VSAM catalog. 

When you define an object, you specify attributes to be associated with it. 
The attributes include, for example, any passwords required to use data and 
how space is to be allocated. After the object is defined, it can be processed 
with other Access Method Services commands and with the user's VSAM 
program. After a cluster is defined, for example, you can load data records 
into it by using the REPRO command. 

VSAM clusters, alternate indexes, and catalogs are stored in data spaces. You 
can allow a data space to contain many clusters and alternate indexes 
(sometimes called files) by simply not specifying otherwise (the usual case 
and the default) or you can restrict a data space so that it contains only one 
VSAM file. In the usual case, you define a data space first, then define the 
files. To define a VSAM file as the only one in its data space, specify the 
parameter UNIQUE when you define the file. 
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Defining an object doesn't normally require that a volume be mounted, 
because Access Method Services can determine the availability of space in 
data spaces by examining the volume information in the catalog. A volume 
must be mounted whenever a data space, a unique file, or a catalog is being 
defined, deleted, or altered or whenever a VSAM file is being defined, delet­
ed, or altered in a recoverable catalog. (If the volume is not mounted, VSAM 
issues a mount message.) 

See "Volume Mounting Requirements" in VSEjVSAM Programmer's 
Reference for more information. 

You can use the entry of an already-defined VSAM object (that is, an 
already-defined alternate-index, catalog, cluster, or path) as a model for the 
definition of another object of the same type. When one entry is used as a 

I
model for another, its attributes are copied as the new entry is defined. See 
"How to Use One Object as a Model for Another Object and Override 
System Defaults" in VSEj VSAM Programmer's Reference for more informa­
tion. 

Defining a Catalog 

The DEFINE command is used to define the master catalog or user catalogs. 
User catalogs are pointed to by the master catalog. 

The data space that contains the catalog is allocated when the catalog is 
defined. The data space may be reserved for the catalog'S exclusive use or it 
may contain other VSAM files. 

Catalog Space Estimates and Worksheet 

The control intervals in a catalog are 512 bytes long, and each control inter­
val contains one record. 

If you specify (or default to) the IMBED option, each control area in the data 
component of the catalog takes up: 

• Five tracks (min-CAs) on a 2314 (2319) or 3340, 

• Three tracks on a 3330, 3330-11, or 3350, and 

• Three min-CAs on a 3310 or 3370. 

The first track is for the sequence set record, which is placed adjacent to 
(imbedded in) the control area. 

If you specify the NOIMBED option, each control area in the data compo­
nent of the catalog takes up: 

• Four tracks on a 2314 (2319) or 3340, 

• Two tracks on a 3330, 3330-11, or 3350, and 

• Two min-CAs on a 3310 or 3370. 

To estimate the number oftracks required for a catalog, use the following 
worksheet: 
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Variable Quantities Formulas Estimates 

Basic Requirement 10 10 

A = number of key-sequenced files 

B = number of entry -sequenced files 

C = number of relative-record files 

D = number of alternate indexes 

E = number of paths 

F = number of nonVSAM files 

G = number of volumes, depending on device, owned by 
the catalog: 

GI = 3* (number of 2314/19 or 3310 volumes) 
G2 = 4* (number of 3330, 3340, or 3370 volumes) 
G3 = 6* (number of 3330-11 or 3350 volumes) 

H = 	for each key-sequenced file with more than 2 volumes, 
1 for each additional group of 1 to 5 volumes 
For example: 

H = 0 for each key-sequenced file of 2 volumes 
H = 1 for each key-sequenced file of 7 volumes 
H = 2 for each key-sequenced file of 8 volumes 

I = for each alternate index with more than 2 volumes, 
1 for each additional-group of 1 to 5 volumes. 

J = for each entry-sequenced file with more than 5 volumes, 
1 for each additional group of 1 to 8 volumes. 

K = for each relative-record file with more than 5 volumes, 
1 for each additional group of 1 to 8 volumes. 

L = for each group of 4 data spaces on a volume, 1. 

M = number of entry records (subtotal of the previous items). 

N = number of records in the catalog's data component. 

o = number of records in the catalog's index component 
where: 
If IMBED is specified or defaulted 

X = 2 for the 3310, 3330, 3330-11, 3350, or 3370 
X = 4 for the 2314 (2319) or 3340 
Y = 55 for the 2314 (2319) 
Y = 60 for the 3330, 3330-11, or 3340 
Y = 81 for the 3350 
Y = 96 for the 3310; 186 for the 3370 

If NOIMBED is specified 

X = 40 for the 3330 or 3330 -11 

X = 44 for the 2314 (2319) 

X = 48 for the 3340 or 3350 

X = 64 for the 3310; 124 for the 3370 

(Round 0 up to a multiple of X.l 


P = tota I number of records 
(If N+O is less than 200, P=2OO) 

Q = total number of Min-CAs (tracks) where: 
Q = P/11 for the 2314 (2319) 
Q = P/20 for the 3330 or 3330-11 
Q = P/12 for the 3340 
o ~ P/27 for the 3350 

If I MBED is specified or defaulted, round Q up to the 
next multiple of 5 for the 2314 (2319) or 3340, or to 
3 for the 3330, 3330-11, or 3350. 

If NOIMBED is specified, round 0 up to the next 
multiple of 4 for the 2314 (2319) or 3340, or to 2 for 
the 3330, 3330-11, or 3350. 

For the 3310, O=total number of blocks, where: 
o is in units of blocks and is obtained by rounding P 
up to the next multiple of 96 for I MBED and 64 for 
NOIMBED. 

For the 3370, O=total number of blocks, where: 
o is in units of blocks and is obtained by rounding P 
up to the next multiple of 186 for IMBED and 124 
for NO IMBED. 

3*A 

2*B 

2*C 

3*D 

E 

F 

G=GI+Gl+G3 

H 

I 

J 

K 

L 

M 

N=1.4*M 

0= (N/X)i·Y 

O=N/X+N/X 2 

P=N+O 

Q 
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The Master Catalog 

The first job you run after you have installed VSAM and Access Method 
Services in your system is the one that creates your master catalog. Without a 
master catalog you cannot define user catalogs, data spaces, or files. The 
volume on which the master catalog is defined must be mounted whenever 
VSAM is being used; it is always on a logical unit named SYSCAT. You can 
have more than one master catalog at your installation; however, only one 
can be connected to the system at a time. It is connected to the system at IPL 
by the DEF SYSCAT=cuu command. 

How Data Space is Assigned to a Catalog 

When a master or user catalog is defined, the catalog is the first VSAM object 
contained on the volume. The data space that contains the catalog is built 
when the catalog is defined. Two important points about a catalog and the 
catalog's data space need to be understood: 

• 	 VSAM allocates a specific amount of data space to a catalog (the catalog 
"owns" this space). 

• 	 All or a portion of that specific amount of data space can be made avail~ 
able (suballocated) for the catalog itself. If only a portion of the total 
amount of data space is suballocated to the catalog, the remaining data 
space (still owned by the catalog) is available for a catalog recovery area (if 
RECOVERABLE had been specified), for future expansion of the existing 
catalog (only if you specify a secondary allocation value), or for other 
VSAM objects. 

You can assign data space to a catalog in one of the following ways, by 
specifying: 

• 	 The DEDICATE parameter (at the catalog level only), an optional space 
allocation parameter(s) (at the data or index component levels), and a 
DLBL job control statement (required for the master catalog only). 

• 	 The ORIGIN parameter, a space allocation parameter(s), and a DLBLjob 
control statement (required for the master catalog only). Note that the first 
cylinder (max-CA) on a volume is never specified in an ORIGIN parame­
ter; one reason is because a portion of the first cylinder (by default) con­
tains the VTOC and therefore is not available for your use. 

• 	 A space allocation parameter(s), no DEDICATE or ORIGIN parameters, 
and a DLBL job control statement (required for the master catalog only). 

Using the DEDICATE Parameter for a Catalog: You use the DEDICATE 
parameter to specify that all the unowned and unallocated (free) space on a 
specified volume is to belong to a catalog. Note that VSAM acquires all the 
free space for the catalog if 16 or fewer extents exist on the volume (where 
extents are contiguous areas of free space); if more than 16 "free" extents 
exist on the volume, VSAM acquires only the first 16 extents for the catalog. 

You can specify DEDICATE at the catalog level only; it is mutually exclu­
sive with the space allocation parameters (CYLINDERS, BLOCKS, RE­
CORDS, TRACKS). The amount of space to be suballocated to the catalog 
itself, depends on how (or if) you specify a space allocation parameter at the 
index component and/or data component levels. 

Ifyou are defining a master catalog, a DLBL job control statement is re­
quired; it can appear in the job stream or it can reside on the permanent 
standard label area (see "Specifying a VSAM Catalog'S Job Control 
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Statements" in VSE/VSAM Programmer's Reference for further informa­
tion). 

• 	 If you specify DEDICATE and no space allocation parameter at the data 
and index component levels (see EXAMPLE 1), the acquired free space on 
the designated volume is owned by the catalog. The amount of space 
suballocated to the catalog itself is calculated by VSAM to be enough 
space for a minimum size catalog (this amount is device-dependent); the 
remaining space is available for other VSAM objects. 

II JOB EXAMPLE 1 

II DLBL IJSYSCT, 'VSAMCAT' "VSAM 

II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 


DEFINE MASTERCATALOG ­
(NAME (VSAMCAT) ­
VO~UME(CATVOL) ­
DEDICATE) 


I· 
If, 

• 	 If you specify DEDICATE and a space allocation parameter at the data 
and index component levels (see EXAMPLE 2), the acquired free space on 
the designated volume is owned by the catalog, and the space suballocated 
to the catalog is the sum of the data and index level specifications. The 
space not suballocated to the catalog (if any) is available for other VSAM 
objects. 

II JOB EXAMPLE 2 

II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 


DEFINE USERCATALOG ­
(NAME(USER.CAT) ­
VOLUME (USRVOL) ­
DEDICATE) ­

DATA(CYLINDERS(10)) ­ J 
INDEX(CYLINDERS(2)) 

I· 
1& 

• 	 If you specify DEDICATE and a space allocation parameter at the data 
component level (see EXAMPLE 3), the acquired free space on the desig­
nated volume is owned by the catalog. VSAM uses your data component 
specification to calculate a value for the index component and it then adds 
this value to the data component specification. This sum becomes the 
amount of data space that is suballocated to the catalog. The space not 
suballocated to the catalog (if any) is available for other VSAM objects. 

II JOB EXAMPLE 3 

II DLBL IJSYSCT,'VSAMCAT' "VSAM 

II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 


DEFINE MASTERCATALOG ­
(NAME (VSAMCAT) ­
VOLUME (CATVOL) ­
DEDICATE) ­

DATA(CYLINDERS(6)) 
I· 
It, 

Using the ORIGIN Parameter for a Catalog: You use the ORIGIN parame­
ter to specify the beginning point (track number or block number) of the 
catalog'S data space. VSAM determines the ending point of the data space 
from the value you specify (at the catalog level) for CYLINDERS, BLOCKS, 
RECORDS, or TRACKS (VSAM converts records to tracks). If you specify 
a block number value (in the ORIGIN parameter) that does not coincide 
with a min-CA (track) boundary, VSAM rounds the value up to the next 
min-CA boundary. Ifthe ending block value (ORIGIN plus number of 
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blocks) does not coincide with a min-CA boundary, VSAM rounds it down to 
the previous min-CA boundary. 

You can specify ORIGIN at the catalog level only. If you are defining a 
master catalog, a DLBL statement is required. It can reside on the permanent 
standard label area or it can appear in the job stream. You have three differ­
ent ways of allocating space with the ORIGIN parameter, you can: 

• 	 Specify ORIGIN and a space allocation parameter at the catalog level only 
(see EXAMPLE 4). In this case VSAM divides the amount of space you 
specified between the catalog's data and index components. The entire 
amount of space is owned by and available to the catalog only. 

II 	JOB EXAMPLE 4 
II 	EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 


DEFINE USERCATALOG ­
(NAME(USER.CAT) 	 ­
VOLUME (USRVOL) ­
ORIGIN(20) ­
TRACKS (260) ) 

1* 

1& 


• 	 Specify ORIGIN at the catalog level only and a space allocation parameter 
at the catalog, data component, and index component levels (see EXAMPLE 
6). In this case VSAM adds the data component value to the index compo­
nent value to arrive at the total amount of space to be suballocated to the 
catalog; it (the sum) cannot be greater than the space allocation value 
specified at the catalog level. If the sum is less than the catalog level 
specification, the remainder is available for other VSAM objects. 


II JOB EXAMPLE 5 

II DLBL IJSYSCT,'VSAMCAT' "VSAM 

II 	EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 


DEFINE MASTERCATALOG ­
(NAME (VSAMCAT) ­

VOLUME (CATVOL) ­
ORIGIN(20) ­
TRACKS ( 60 )) ­

DATA(TRACKS(40)) ­
INDEX(TRACKS(20)) 

1* 

1& 


• 	 Specify ORIGIN at the catalog level only and a space allocation parameter 
at the catalog and data component levels (see EXAMPLE 6). In this case 
VSAM uses your data component specification to calculate a value for the 
index component. (It is up to you to provide enough space, via the catalog 
level specification, for the index component.) VSAM then adds the calcu­
lated value to the value specified in the data component. This amount is 
then suballocated to the catalog; it cannot be greater than the space alloca­
tion value specified at the catalog level. If the sum is less than the catalog 
level specification, the remainder is available for other VSAM objects. 

II JOB EXAMPLE 6 

II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 


DEFINE USERCATALOG ­
(NAME(USER.CAT) ­

VOLUME (USRVOL) ­
ORIGIN(20) ­
TRACKS(80)) ­

DATA(TRACKS(40)) 
1* 

1& 


Using Neither DEDICATE nor ORIGIN for a Catalog: By not specifying the 
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DEDICATE or ORIGIN parameters (see EXAMPLE 7), you indicate that 
you want VSAM to choose the first available extent on the volume that is 
large enough to contain your primary allocation (VSAM, in effect, defaults to 
ORIGIN). The space allocation parameter (TRACKS, CYLINDERS, 
RECORDS, or BLOCKS) determines the data space allocation for the 
VSAM catalog. 

If you are defining a master catalog, a DLBL job control statement is re­
quired. It can reside on the permanent standard label area or it can appear in 
the job stream. 

II 	JOB EXAMPLE 7 
II 	EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

DEFINE USERCATALOG ­
(NAME(USER.CAT) ­
VOLUME (USRVOL) ­
TRACKS (260) ) 

1* 
If, 

I Allocating Space to the Catalog's CRA 

If you define a catalog as recoverable, one cylinder (max-CA) of the total 
data space owned by the catalog is allocated to the CRA (catalog recovery 
area). The catalog definition will fail if insufficient space exists for the CRA. 
Use the following guidelines as an aid in specifying space allocation parame­
ters for a recoverable catalog. 

Allocating Space to a Recoverable Catalog via the DEDICATE Parameter: 
If you specify DEDICATE, VSAM (not you) sets aside space for your eRA. 

Allocating Space to a Recoverable Catalog via the ORIGIN Parameter: If 
you specify ORIGIN and a space allocation value at the catalog level only, 
VSAM (not you) sets aside space for your CRA from the space you specified. 

If you specify ORIGIN and a space allocation value at the catalog and data 
component level (or the catalog, data component, and index component 
levels), you must make the catalog level space allocation value large enough 
to contain one cylinder for the CRA and still have sufficient space for the 
catalog's data and index components. 

Defining a VSAM Data Space 

The DEFINE command is used to define VSAM data spaces or to reserve 
volumes for VSAM's future use. 

VSAM Data Spaces On a Volume 

A VSAM data space is space on a direct-access volume that is owned and 
managed by VSAM. When you define the volumes's first data space (or you 
specify the volume as a candidate to contain VSAM objects) you are, in 
effect, giving control over the volume to the catalog that contains the data 
space entry. You must define all future data spaces and VSAM objects on 
that volume in that same catalog. 

A data space can take up all or part of the space on one volume; it cannot take 
up space on more than one volume. A volume can contain more than one data 
space. 

When you define a data space with the DEFINE SPACE command, you 
must specify the volume that is to contain the data space. If you specify more 
than one volume, a data space of the size you specify is allocated on each 
volume and each volume comes under control of the defining catalog. Access 
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Method Services creates a volume entry in the catalog to describe each 
volume on which one or more data spaces have been defined. The volume(s) 
on which data space is to be defined must be mounted for the define. 

If there is space available and there is no volume ownership conflict (no other 
catalog owns this volume), VSAM ownership is indicated in the volume's 
VTOC with a format-4 label and a VSAM data space is allocated on the 
volume. See "VSAM Volume Ownership" in VSE/VSAM Programmer's 
Reference for more information on volume ownership. 

You can assign space to one of eight performance classes, that is, you can 
classify space as standard (non-fixed head) space, fixed-head space, or 
whatever other space criteria you wish to choose. See"Data Space 
Classification" in VSE/VSAM Programmer's Reference for more informa­
tion. 

If the data space is the first data space on a volume owned by a recoverable 
catalog, VSAM also allocates one cylinder (max-CA) of space to a CRA 
(catalog recovery area). 

VSAM Objects in a Data Space 

VSAM catalogs, clusters, and alternate indexes are stored in VSAM data 
spaces. A unique object is defined as the only object in its data space. VSAM 
allocates the data space for a unique object when you define the object. You 
cannot define a unique alternate index or cluster in an "empty" volume if 
that volume is to be owned by a recoverable catalog; you must have already 
defined space on that volume (via DEFINE SPACE) so that space exists for 
theCRA. 

A nonunique (suballocated) object can share a data space with other VSAM 
objects. That is, a catalog, clusters, and alternate indexes might also be in the 
same data space. To define a file that can share a data space with other files, 
a data space must have been defined beforehand in which to allocate space 
for the file. 

A data space can contain more than one suballocated file, and a file can be 
stored in more than one data space, on the same volume or on different 
volumes. 

Space Assignment to VSAM Objects 

\ When VSAM suballocates space for a file, it suballocates the space from 
space that is available in an existing data space. Data spaces (this includes 
unique files and their associated data space) cannot be dynamically extended 
in VSE. You must define more space (or free existing space) whenever a 
define or extend fails with an insufficient space error. If all of the space given 
to a unique file at DEFINE time is used, the unique file cannot be further 
extended, even by the definition of new data spaces. 

Three examples of defining a data space are shown below. (See also Example 
2 in "Appendix A: Sample Job Stream.") Assume for these examples that the 
data space is to be cataloged in the master catalog and the master catalog's 
DLBL statement is in the standard label area. Standard format-I and format­
3 labels describing the data space are written into the volume's VTOC. 

EXAMPLE 8 specifies that 209 tracks, beginning with track 19, are to be 
allocated to VSAM (assume that a 3330 volume is being used). 

II JOB EXAMPLE 8 
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

DEFINE SPACE ­
(TRACKS (209) ­
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VOLUME(M3330A) ­
ORIGIN(19)) ­

CATALOG(MASTCAT/UPDPW1) 
1* 
If, 

EXAMPLE 9 is a "default ORIGIN" example; by not providing the ORI­
GIN (or DEDICATE) parameter you cause VSAM to choose the first possi­
ble extent on the volume that can satisfy your space allocation quantity (in 
this case, 209 tracks). 

II JOB EXAMPLE 9 
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

DEFINE SPACE ­
'(TRACKS(209) ­

VOLUME(M3330A)) ­
CATALOG(MASTCAT/UPDPW1) 

1* 
If, 

EXAMPLE 10 indicates that the unowned and unallocated data space 
(maximum of 16 extents per volume) on volume VSEROI and VSER02 is to 
be allocated to VSAM. 

II JOB EXAMPLE 10 
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

DEFINE SPACE ­
(DEDICATE ­
VOLUME (VSER01 VSER02)) ­

CATALOG(MASTCAT/UPDPW1) 
1* 
If, 

Defining a VSAM File (Cluster) 

A VSAM file can be suballocated, not allocated (dynamic), or unique. A 
suballocated file shares a data space with other files; an unallocated (dynamic) 
file has no space allocated to it at define time; a unique file has a data space to 
itself. 

I	To define a suballocated VSAM file, you first define a data space, then use 
the DEFINE CLUSTER command. VSAM suballocates space for the file in 
the data space you have set up and enters information about the file in a 
VSAM catalog. (No records are loaded into the file at this time; defining a 
file is distinct from loading records into it.) A file can be stored in more than 
one data space on the same volume or on different volumes. See "Defining a 
Suballocated File" for more information and examples. 

To define a dynamic VSAM file, you specify the NOALLOCATION and 
REUSE parameters at define time. The required space (specified with a 
space allocation parameter at define time) is suballocated to the file when 
VSAM opens it. See VSE/ VSAM Programmer's Reference for more informa­
tion about dynamic files. 

To define a unique VSAM file, you do not define the data space beforehand. 
You specify the parameter UNIQUE in the DEFINE CLUSTER command 
and assign space to the file with a space allocation parameter and the 
DLBL/EXTENT job control statements. The data space is acquired and 
assigned to the file concurrent with the file definition. The volume(s) to 
contain a unique file must be mounted as in defining a data space. See 
"Defining a Unique VSAM File" for more information and examples. 

With a multivolume key-sequenced file, you may assign data to various 
volumes according to ranges of key values. For example: if you have three 
volumes, you might assign records with keys A-E to the first volume, F-M to 
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the second, and N-Z to the third. (The keys could also be A-D, G-K, L-O, 
R-W, etc.)' 

VSAM treats aI/files as clusters. A cluster consists of a data component only 
(in the case of an entry-sequenced file or a relative-record file) or of a data 
component and an index component (in the case of a key-sequenced file). 
Besides setting up a catalog entry for each component of a cluster, VSAM sets 
up a catalog entry for the cluster as a whole. This entry consists mainly of the 
name (the 44-bytefile-ID) of the cluster which you specify in the DEFINE 
command, and, for a key-sequenced file, an indication of the relationship 
between the data component and the index component. 

You can also specify names for the index and data components of a cluster in 
the INDEX and DATA parameters of the DEFINE CLUSTER command. 
(If you do not provide names for the data and index components, VSAM 
generates them.) These names enable you to process each component indi­
vidually. For example, you may open the index ofa key-sequenced file 
separately and process it as data (with addressed or control interval access). 

You can also specify that the data and index components of a key-sequenced 
file are to reside on different volumes; you do this by specifying the VOL­
UMES parameter as an attribute of both DATA and INDEX. 

A cluster is defined in the master catalog unless you specify a job catalog or 
indicate otherwise through the CATALOG parameter. 

Specifying Information that Defines a File 

When a DEFINE command is used to define a key-sequenced cluster, three 
entries are created in the catalog: an entry for the cluster, its data component, 
and its index component. 

Attributes of the data and index components can be specified separately from 
the attributes of the cluster as a whole. If attributes are specified for the 
cluster as a whole and are not specified for the components, the attributes of 
the cluster (except for its passwords and other protection attributes) apply to 
its components. If an attribute that is applicable to the data or index compo­
nent is specified for both the cluster and the component, the component 
specification overrides the cluster specification. 

See the DEFINE CLUSTER command in "Access Method Services 
Commands" to identify which parameters can be used with each type of 
entry. 

The following examples are intended to demonstrate how to use the basic 
DEFINE parameters to define a file without considering all of the options. 
See also Examples 3 and 4 in "Appendix A: Sample Job Streams." 
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Defining a Suballocated VSAM File 

Defining a Unique VSAM File 

When a VSAM file is defined and space is suballocated for it in one or more 
existing data spaces, DLBL and EXTENT statements are not required and 
the volume(s) on which the file is defined need not be mounted. An example 
of defining a suballocated key-sequenced file is shown below. The cluster is 
defined in the master catalog (no DLBL job control statement is given for the 
master catalog because it is assumed that it was previously entered in the 
standard label area). 

II JOB EXAMPLE 11 
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

DEFINE CLUSTER(­
NAME(MSTRFILE)­
VOLUMES (M3330A) ­
TRACKS(38 19)­
KEYS (10 1)­
RECORDSIZE(80 80))­

CATALOG(MASTCAT/UPDPW1) 
1* 
1& 

The volume on which the file will reside is indicated in the VOLUME param­
eter. Space to be allocated initially (primary allocation) and, optionally, 
space to be allocated if the file must be extended (secondary allocation) are 
indicated in the TRACKS, CYLINDERS, BLOCKS or RECORDS parame­
ter. VSAM selects the data space(s) on a volume from which to suballocate 
space to the file. All volumes must be of the same type for each component of 
a file. Ifmore volumes are specified than needed for the primary allocation, 
the additional volumes can be used when the file is extended. These volumes 
are described in the file's catalog entry as potential candidate volumes. J
The length and offset of a cluster's key-field (KEYS) and the average and 
maximum length of data records (RECORDSIZE) is also specified in Exam­
ple 11. 

A file can be defined at the same time as the data space(s) which will contain 
it. In this case, the file is called unique and no other file can occupy its data 
space(s). The data and the index of a key-sequenced unique file will occupy 
separate data spaces; each requires DLBL and EXTENT statements if the 
UNIQUE option is specified as part of the cluster definition or both compo­
nentsare defined as unique individually. An entry-sequenced file or relative 
record file occupy only one data space which also requires a DLBL and an 
EXTENT statement. 

In Example 12, assume that a unique key-sequenced file is defined into the 
master catalog. (This example would fail if the unique file was to be defined 
in a recoverable catalog and volume M3330B had no data space defined on it 
as yet.) Example 12 causes four entries to be created in the master catalog: a 
volume, cluster, data, and index entry. 
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Defining a Key-Sequenced File 

II JOB EXAMPLE 12 
II DLBL DFILE",VSAM 
II EXTENT ,M3330B",19,19 
II DLBL XFILE, , , VSAM 
II EXTENT ,M3330B" ,38,19 
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

DEFINE CLUSTER(NAME(PAYROLL1)­
RDPW(DEPT27R)­
VOL(M3330B)­
RECORDSIZE(100 475)­
KEYS(12 4))­

DATA (NAME (PAYROLL1 .DATA)­
UNIQUE­
CYLINDERS(1 1)­
FILE(DFILE) )­

INDEX(NAME(PAYROLL1.INDEX)­
UNIQUE­
FILE (XFILE)­
CYLINDERS(1 1 ))­

CATALOG(MASTCAT/UPDPW1) 

I· 
IF, 

For a key-sequenced file with the UNIQUE attribute where the data and 
index components reside on the same volume, the FILE parameter must be 
specified under both DATA and INDEX. The VOLUMES parameter and 
the space allocation parameter (CYLINDERS, BLOCKS, TRACKS, or 
RECORDS) must be included in the DEFINE command (unless you speci­
fied the MODEL parameter). 

If you specify the size of the area allocated to a unique index, as is done in 
this example, you must ensure that it is large enough. For CKD devices, the 
space allocated to the data in a unique file must be an integral number of 
cylinders and each extent must begin on cylinder boundaries. 

For FBA devices, the space allocated to the data in a unique file must begin 
on a min-CA (track) boundary and must be a whole number of min-CAs. 
You use the BLOCKS parameter for space allocation. 

A unique file can have a maximum of 16 extents per volume, but it cannot be 
extended, and space left over after the records are loaded cannot be released. 

The following example shows the DEFINE command for setting up a key­
sequenced cluster that consists of a data component and an index component. 
The CLUSTER, DATA, and INDEX parameters are all specified, so the 
data and the index components of the cluster can be explicitly named rather 
than letting VSAM name them. No records are loaded into the file; defining 
a file is distinct from loading records into it. See "Loading Records into a 
File" for an example of how to load a file. 

The following example provides space for 10,000 data records (fixed-length, 
250 bytes) on each key range. Any future extensions are to be made in 
increments of space for 500 records. Keys are 15 bytes long and begin in the 
31st byte (defined as relative position 30 since byte I is relative position 0) of 
the records. Free space is to be 20% of each control interval and 10% of each 
control area. Sequence-set index records are to be placed adjacent to control 
areas in the file and replicated. 

Assume that the cluster is to be defined in the master catalog and be in 
suballocated space on volumes M3330A and M3330B. These volumes need 
not be mounted, because VSAM can determine whether and what space is 
available merely by examining the master catalog, which owns these volumes. 
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(If the master catalog had been defined as recoverable, VSAM would have 
requested you to mount volumes M3330A and M3330B.) 

II JOB EXAMPLE 13 
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

DEFINE CLUSTER­
(NAME(MYKSDS)­
VOLUMES(M3330A M3330B)­
KEYRANGES((A M) (N Z»­
RECORDS(10000 500)­
ORDERED)­

DATA­
(NAME(MYDATA)­
KEYS(15 30)­
RECORDSIZE(250 250)­
BUFFERSPACE(8192)­
FREESPACE(20 10»­

INDEX­
(NAME(MYINDEX)­
IMBED)­

CATALOG (MASTCAT/UPDPW1 ) 
1* 
1& 

The INDEXED parameter, which is the default and therefore need not be 
specified, indicates that a key-sequenced cluster is to be defined. The RE­
CORDS parameter indicates primary and secondary allocation quantitites. 
Specifying the number of records, independent of the number of physical 
units, such as blocks, tracks or cylinders, leaves the calculation of the number 
of physical units of space up to VSAM. It calculates the size of the control 
interval and control area to be used. You may specify the control interval size 
yourself, and VSAM will use it as long as it falls within the acceptable limits 
that VSAM calculates. 

BUFFERSPACE specifies the smallest amount of virtual storage a process­
ing program will ever provide for I/O buffers to process MYKSDS. A 
multiple of 512 should, however, be specified to avoid wasting space. If you 
do not specify BUFFERSPACE, VSAM determines control interval size first 
and then sets buffer space equal to the size of two data control intervals plus 
one index control interval. 

If the values you specify for record length and key length require control 
intervals too large for the buffer space you specify, your DEFINE will fail. 

The relationship between control interval size and least amount of I/O buffer 
space is further discussed in "Optimizing VSAM's Performance" in 
VSE/ VSAM Programmer's Reference. 

With the KEYRANGES parameter, you may assign data to the various 
volumes of a multivolume key-sequenced file according to ranges of key 
values. For example, if you have three volumes you might assign records 
with keys A-E to the first volume, F-M to the second, and N-Z to the third. 
The amount of space specified in the primary allocation parameter is allocat­
ed to each key range. If the number of volumes is larger than the number of 
key ranges, the excess volumes will become candidate volumes for all the key 
ranges. If there are fewer volumes than key ranges, the key ranges collect on 
the last volume. If the values specified for KEYRANGES subparameters are 
shorter than those specified for keys, then Access Method Services pads the 
low key range to the right with zeros and the high key range to the right with 
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X'FF's. The following example illustrates the use of the VOLUMES, 
ORDERED, CYLINDERS, and KEYRANGES parameters. 

VOLUMES (A B C) 

KEYRANGES ( (00 30) (31 65) (66 99) ) 

ORDERED 

CYLINDERS (100 10) 


A primary allocation of 100 cylinders will be made for each key range. The 
first key range will be on volume A, the second on B, and the third on C. If 
100 cylinders cannot be allocated on each volume, the request is rejected. A 
key range can be extended only on the volume it occupies or on a candidate 
volume. Thus, if volume D were added to the list, all key ranges will be 
extended on volume D if the appropriate volume initially assigned to the key 
range is full. If only volumes A and B were specified, the first key range 
would be allocated on volume A and the second and third key ranges would 
be allocated on volume B. 

VOLUMES (A B C) 

KEYRANGES ( (00 30) (31 65) (66 99) ) 

UNORDERED 

CYLINDERS (50 5) 


A primary allocation of 50 cylinders will be made for each key range. VSAM 
will attempt to put one key range on each volume. If volume A does not have 
50 cylinders available, the first key range is put on volume B and the second 
and third on volume C. If neither A nor B has 50 available cylinders, all 
three key ranges are placed on volume C. A key range will be extended first 
on the volume it is on, then it will be extended on any candidate volume. A 
candidate volume is a volume that is named in the volume list for a key-range 
file but was not initially assigned to a key range, that is, there may be more 
volumes than key ranges in the list. However, if volume D were available as a 
candidate volume, each key range would be extended on volume D if no 
more space were available on the volume of its primary allocation. A key 
range can cover the volume of primary allocation and any candidate volume. 

The ORDERED parameter indicates that space must be suballocated on the 
volumes in the order in which they are listed in the VOLUMES parameter. 
In particular, for key-ranged files, ORDERED forces primary allocation for 
the first key range to be made on the first volume of the volume list, primary 
allocation for the second key range to be made on the second volume of the 
volume list, etc. If a volume cannot accommodate the space for the appropri­
ate primary allocation, the DEFINE fails. 

Thus, in the first example above, M3330A has 10,000 records allocated for 
key range A-M, and M3330B has 10,000 records allocated for the key range 
N-Z. IfM3330A does not have enough space to accommodate the 10,000 
records in the primary allocation, the DEFINE fails. Contrast this to the 
UNORDERED case in which both key ranges would be on M3330B provid­
ed M3330B has enough space, and M3330A would then become a candidate 
volume. 

Space on each volume could also be specified in the number of records, even 
with variable-length records: VSAM uses the average size (250 bytes) to 
calculate the number of cylinders for each volume. 

The following examples further illustrate the use of the VOLUMES and 
ORDERED parameters. 

VOLUMES (A B C) 
ORDERED 
CYLINDERS (50 5) 
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The 50 cylinders of primary space for the file must be available on volume A, 
or the request will be rejected. Volumes Band C are candidate volumes. If 
the file is extended, a five cylinder secondary space allocation is made on 
volume A if it has enough data space. Otherwise, a primary allocation of 50 
cylinders is made on volume B. Ifvolume B does not have enough data space 
for a primary allocation, the request for extension is rejected. When the file is 
subsequently extended, the secondary allocations are made on volume B if it 
has enough data space. Otherwise, a primary allocation is made on volume 
C. 

VOLUMES (A B C) 
UNORDERED 
CYLINDERS (50 5) 

The 50 cylinder primary allocation for the file can be made on either volume 
A, B, or C. However, if all 50 cylinders cannot be allocated on one volume, 
the request is rejected. The volumes are searched in the order they are 
specified. If both volumes A and B have 50 cylinders available, the allocation 
will be made on volume A. If the file is extended, the five cylinder secondary 
allocations are made on the volume the last primary allocation was made on 
until the volume is full. However, the first allocation to be made on any 
volume is always a primary allocation of 50 cylinders. If no volume is avail­
able on which a primary allocation of 50 cylinders can be made, the DEFINE 
request is rejected. Once again, the volumes are searched for space in the 
order specified. 

VOLUMES (A B C) 

ORDERED 

CYLINDERS (1000 10) 


This request will be rejected because the amount of primary space to be 
allocated on each volume is greater than one volume. The primary allocation 
must be small enough to be satisfied by one volume. 

Defining an Entry-Sequenced File 

Even though the data component of an entry-sequenced file is the only 
member of its cluster, you must define a cluster for it. Example 14 shows that 
records in the file (a cluster named ENTRY) are to be stored on three vol­
umes. 

You indicate that the cluster is to be defined in job catalog USER.CAT by 
specifying a IJSYSUC DLBL statement with file-ID USER.CAT. (Example 
15 shows an alternate way of specifying a cluster's catalog). Records are of 
variable length, up to 700 bytes, with an average size of 500 bytes. 

II JOB EXAMPLE 14 
II DLBL IJSYSUC,'USER.CAT' "VSAM 
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

DEFINE CLUSTER­
(NAME(ENTRY)­
VOLUMES(USRVOL U2314B U2314C)­
ORDERED­
CYLINDERS(10 2)­
RECORDSIZE(500 700)­
BUFFERSPACE(5120)­
NONINDEXED)­

DATA­
(NAME(ENTRY.DATA)) 

I'" 
1& 

The NONINDEXED parameter indicates that an entry-sequenced cluster is 
to be defined. 
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The primary allocation of 10 cylinders is only made on volume USRVOL; 
the additional volumes are used only when the file is extended. These vol­
umes are described in the file's catalog entry as candidate volumes. 

Defining a Relative-Record File 

Like an entry-sequenced file, the data component of a relative-record file is 
the only member of its cluster. A relative-record file can be seen as a string of 
fixed-length slots or record areas, each of which is assigned a relative-record 
number, starting from l. 

In Example IS, records in the file (in a cluster named STOCKINV) are to beI	stored on a 2314 volume. The cluster is to be dermed in a catalog other than 
the default catalog, therefore, you must use the CATALOG parameter to 
indicate the correct catalog (USER. CAT). The records in the file have a fixed 
length of 132 bytes (the average and maximum record sizes must be equal for 
a relative-record file). The NUMBERED parameter indicates that a relative­
record file is to be defined. The primary number of tracks allocated is 50 and 
ten secondary tracks are allowed for each extension. Extensions must be 
suballocated on the volume specified as U2314B, that is, the same volume 
that contains the primary tracks. 

II JOB EXAMPLE 15 
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

DEFINE CLUSTER ( ­
NAME (STOCKINV)­
VOL(U2314B)­
TRACKS(50 10)­

, I RECORDSIZE(132 132)­
NUMBERED) ­

CATALOG(USER.CAT) 
1* 
1& 

Defining a File in a Recoverable Catalog 

When you define a file in a recoverable catalog, the space allocated for the 
file is recorded in the catalog which owns the volume(s) and in the catalog 
recovery area of the initial index volume (for a key-sequenced file) or the 
initial data volume (for an entry-sequenced file or relative-record file). All 
volumes on the volume list must be mounted since each corresponding 
volume entry in the catalog recovery area is updated to reflect the fact that 
the file will take space on this volume. (You do not have to premount the 
volume(s); VSAM will issue a mount message for them.) You can identify the 
recovery volumes by looking at the message output at the end of a DEFINE 
operation. The catalog recovery information in these volumes is updated 
whenever parallel information in the catalog is modified. 

If you want an existing file to be a member of a recoverable catalog, you 
should first define a recoverable catalog and then export the file from the old 
unrecoverable catalog and import it to the new one. See "Using 
EXPORT/IMPORT: Transporting or Backing Up Files" for more informa­
tion. Alternatively, REPRO may be used to copy the file to a new file defined 
in a recoverable catalog. 
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In Example 16, space for file MSTRFILE is to be suballocated from data 
spaces on volumes U23l4B and U2314C. 

II JOB EXAMPLE 16 
II DLBL IJSYSUC,'USER.CAT' "VSAM 
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

DEFINE CLUSTER(NAME(MSTRFILE)­
VOLUMES(U2314B U2314C)­
TRACKS(30 10)­
KEYS (10 1)­
RECORDSIZE(80 80)­
ORDERED) 

1* 
1& 

Loading Records into a File 

After you have defined a file, you can load records into it with a processing 
program of your own or with the REPRO command. This section discusses 
only the latter. 

The REPRO command causes Access Method Services to retrieve records 
from a sequential tape or disk file, an indexed-sequential file, or a VSAM file 
and store them, in VSAM format, in a key-sequenced, entry-sequenced, or 
relative-record file. 

When records are loaded into a key-sequenced file, they must have unlike 
keys and be in ascending key sequence. Index entries are created and loaded 
into the file's index as control intervals and control areas are filled up. Free 
space is left and records are stored on particular volumes according to key 
ranges, as indicated in the file's definition in the catalog. 

You can copy an entire file or only parts of it. You can specify that a certain 
range of records is to be copied by indicating the locations in the input file 
where copying is to start and stop. These locations can be indicated in several 
ways: 

• 	 By key for indexed-sequential or key-sequenced files (FROMKEY, 
TOKEY). 

• 	 By RBA for key-sequenced or entry-sequenced files (FROMADDRESS, 
TOADDRESS). 

• 	 By relative-record number for relative-record files (FROMNUMBER, 
TONUMBER). 

• 	 By number of records for any type of file (SKIP, COUNT). 

The file into which records are copied may either be empty (that is, newly 
allocated by way of a DEFINE CLUSTER command) or may already 
contain records. 

See "Reorganizing a File" for information about what happens when records 
are added to an empty or nonempty key-sequenced, entry-sequenced, 
relative-record, or sequential file. 

You can load all of the records in one job or in several jobs. In subsequent 
jobs, VSAM continues to store records as before, extending the file as re­
quired. 

The job control information for loading a file is the same as for other types of 
file processing. Since your VSAM files are already cataloged when you start 
a REPRO job, the function ofjob control here is merely to name the required 
files and the volumes on which they are stored and to indicate any user 
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Alternate Indexes 

catalog(s), so that VSAM can look at the definitions of the files. Example 17 
shows the basic loading function of the REPRO command: taking the records 
of a sequential file on a disk and storing them in a newly defined VSAM file. 

II JOB EXAMPLE 17 
II ASSGN SYS002,234 
II DLBL SAMFILE,'SAM1' 
II EXTENT SYS002,231401,1 ,0,120,2 
II DLBL RRDS,'STOCKINV' "VSAM 
II DLBL IJSYSUC,'USER.CAT' "VSAM 
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

REPRO INFILE(SAMFILE,ENV(RECFM(F) ,BLKSZ(100)))­
OUTFILE(RRDS) 

1* 
1& 

Job control statement: 

• 	 DLBL SAMFILE indicates the nonVSAM input file. 

• 	 DLBL RRDS indicates the VSAM file that is to be loaded with records. 

• 	 DLBL IJSYSUC indicates the job catalog in which the VSAM file 
(STOCKINV) is defined. 

The REPRO command copies all the records from the input file SAMI to the 
output file STOCKINV. 

• 	 The INFILE parameter points to the DLBL statement that identifies the 
source, or input, file: SAM 1. 

• 	 The OUTFILE parameter points to the DLBL statement that identifies the 
file into which the input records are to be copied: STOCKINV. 

Apart from the prime index that VSAM automatically creates for every 
key-sequenced file, you can have VSAM build one or more alternate indexes 
over a single key-sequenced or entry-sequenced file. Each alternate index 
accesses the data records of a given file via a different key field (alternate 
key) within these records. 

An alternate index, therfore, provides a unique way to gain access to the same 
base data, so that when you have several alternate indexes, you can access a 
file in several different ways without having to keep multiple copies of the 
same information organized differently for different applications. For exam­
ple, a payroll file originally indexed on employee number can be indexed on 
additional fields (called alternate keys) such as employee name, department 
number, position code, skill code, or social security number. 

The data over which the alternate index is built is referred to as the base 
cluster; it can be either a key-sequenced file or an entry-sequenced file, but 
not a relative-record file or a file which has been defined as reusable. 

The alternate index itself is a key-sequenced cluster, namely the alternate­
index cluster. It is usually referred to simply as the alternate index. Like an 
indexed base cluster, it consists of an index component and a data compo­
nent. The index component of an alternate index is identical in structure, 
format, and function to the index component of a base cluster, that is, the 
prime index. The data component of an alternate index has a fixed format 
and serves to establish the relationship between the alternate index and the 
base cluster. 

When building an alternate index, you can use as the alternate key any field 
in the base cluster's records which has a fixed length and a fixed position 
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Alternate-Index Path 

Alternate-Index Record 

within each record. The alternate key must be in the first segment of a 
spanned record. For each alternate key value, the data component ofthe 
alternate index contains a unique record. This record consists of the alternate 
key itself, followed by a pointer that is the prime key (for a key-sequenced 
base) or RBA (for an entry-sequenced base) of the base-cluster record that 
contains the alternate key. Ifmore than one base-cluster record contains the 
same alternate key, then the alternate index record contains a pointer to each 
base-cluster record. These duplicate, or non-unique keys are discussed under 
"Alternate Keys." 

In order to gain access to a base cluster via an alternate index, you must 
define a path between the alternate index and the base cluster. When you 
define a path (through Access Method Services), you must specify the name 
of the alternate index which is to be considered as the entry for the path. The 
termination of the path is the base cluster to which the alternate index is 
related. A path requires a name of its own which always refers to the alter­
nate index and the related base cluster as a pair. To use the alternate se­
quence to process records in the base cluster, you specify the PATH's CLUS­
TER name in the 44-byte file-ID of the DLBL card used to open the file. 

When a path is referenced, both its alternate index and its base cluster are 
opened. If you want to process only the alternate index, without its base 
cluster, you can use the name of the alternate index instead of the path name 
and then process the alternate index like any other file. 

Each record in the data component of an alternate-index cluster is a variable­
length logical record that contains (1) system header information, (2) the 
alternate key, and (3) at least one pointer to the base cluster. 

System Header Information: The system header information has a fixed 
length and indicates: 

• 	 Whether the alternate-index record contains one or more pointers in the 
form of prime keys (for key-sequenced files) or in the form of RBAs (for 
entry-sequenced files) 

• 	 The length of a pointer (all pointers have the same length for a given 
alternate index) 

• 	 The length of the alternate key 

• 	 The number of pointers. 

Alternate Keys: Any field in the base cluster's records that has a fixed length 
and a fixed position within a record can be used as an alternate key when 
building an alternate index over the base cluster. If the base records span 
control intervals, the alternate key must be in the first control interval of the 
spanned record. Ifyou build several alternate indexes over a base cluster, the 
alternate key fields of the different alternate indexes may overlap each other 
in the base-cluster records; they can also overlap the prime key. 

In contrast to the prime key, a given alternate key may occur in more than 
one record in the base cluster. For example, if an alternate index is estab­
lished by department number over a payroll file organized by employee 
number, all the employees with the same department number will be grouped 
together. This means that there will be several prime-key pointers (employee 
numbers) in each alternate-index record, one for each occurrence of the 
alternate key (department number) in the base cluster. When a given alter-
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nate key occurs in more than one base record, it is said to be non-unique. If it 
occurs in only one base record (for example, social security number), it is 
called unique. You must indicate whether an alternate index will contain 
unique or non-unique alternate keys when you define the alternate index. 

Alternate-Index Pointers: The relationship between the alternate index and 
its base cluster is established by two different types of pointers in the 
alternate-index record, depending on the type of base cluster. If the base 
cluster is a key-sequenced file, the pointer in the alternate-index record is the 
prime key of the base-cluster record in which the alternate key occurs. (A 
prime key pointer has the same length as the prime key field of the base 
cluster it points to.) If the base cluster is an entry-sequenced file, the pointer 
is the RBA of the base-cluster record in which the alternate key occurs. (An 
RBA pointer is always four bytes long.) There is only one prime key or RBA 
pointer allowed, unless the alternate index has the NONUNIQUEKEY 
attribute. 

For non-unique keys, pointers are associated with a given alternate key value. 
The pointers are ordered by their arrival time; that is, if a record in the base 
cluster is updated with a key change, or if a new record is inserted with the 
same alternate key value, VSAM adds the new prime key pointer to the end 
of the alternate-index record. (In the case of a key change, VSAM deletes the 
old pointer.) 

The fact that the pointers are ordered by arrival time implies that immediate­
ly after an alternate index has been built (and as long as it remains un­
changed), its pointers are in prime-key order. The maximum number of 
pointers that can be associated with a given alternate key is 32,767, provided 
the maximum possible record length for spanned records is not exceeded. 

Creating an Alternate Index 

An alternate index can only be built over a non-empty VSAM base cluster. 
The logical steps involved in creating an alternate index are: 

1. 	 Define the alternate index and relate it to a base cluster by means of the 
DEFINE ALTERNATEINDEX command. 

2. 	Build the alternate index either yourself or by means of the BLDINDEX 
command. The Access Method Services routines then perform the follow­
ing operations: 

a. 	Extract the alternate key and the prime key or RBA from each record of 
the base cluster during a sequential scan through the base cluster. 

b. 	Order the extracted alternate keys, together with the associated pointers, 
in the collating sequence of the alternate key. 

c. 	 Build the alternate-index records from the ordered key and associated 
pointers. (Records with the same alternate key are merged into a single 
alternate-index record.) 

d. Build the alternate index from the individual alternate-index records as 
a key-sequenced file. 

Defining an Alternate Index 

When a DEFINE command is used to define an alternate index, VSAM 
creates three entries in the catalog: an entry for the alternate index, its data 
component, and its index component. 

Attributes of the data and index components can be specified separately from 
the attributes of the alternate index as a whole. If attributes are specified for 
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the alternate index as a whole and are not specified for the components, the 
attributes of the alternate index (except for its passwords and other protection 
attributes) apply to its components. If an attribute that is applicable to the 
data or index component is specified for both the alternate index and the 
component, the component specification overrides the alternate index specifi­
cation. 

You can also specify that the data and index components of an alternate 
index are to reside on different volumes; you do this by specifying the VOL­
UMES parameter as an attribute of both DATA and INDEX. 

See the DEFINE ALTERNATEINDEX command in "Access Method 
Services Commands" to identify which parameters can be used with each 
type of entry. 

The following examples are intended to demonstrate how to use the basic 
DEFINE parameters to define an alternate index without considering all of 
the options. See also Example 8 in "Appendix A: Sample Job Streams." 

No DLBL and EXTENT statements are required if space for the alternate 
index is suballocated from one or more existing data spaces. VSAM selects 
which data spaces or portions of data space(s) on a volume to suballocate to 
the alternate index. You only indicate the volume(s) on which the alternate 
index is to be allocated and the amount of space to be allocated to it. 

II JOB EXAMPLE 18 
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

DEFINE ALTERNATEINDEX(NAME(DEPTIND)­
RELATE (PAYROLL1 IDEPT27R)­
VOLUMES (M3330A)­
TRACKS(100)­
RECORDSIZE(100 200)­
KEYS (12 1» 

CATALOG(MASTCAT/UPDPW1) 
1* 
1& 

In Example 18, the alternate index named DEPTIND is suballocated 100 
tracks from data space(s) on volume M3330A. The alternate index is related 
to a base cluster named PAYROLL 1. The alternate key starts at position 1 
(relative to 0) in the data records of the base cluster and has a length of 12 
bytes. 

Example 19 defines an alternate index over a base cluster. The alternate 
index is defined as unique, so you must provide EXTENT information 
together with the definition of the alternate index. The FILE parameters link 
the file information, which is entered into the catalog, with the space inform­
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Building an Alternate Index 

ation contained in the job control statements. By default, the alternate index 
is not reusable, has a key length of 64 beginning at byte 0, an average record 
size of 4086 bytes, and a maximum record size of 32,600 bytes. 

II JOB EXAMPLE 19 
II DLBL IJSYSUC,'USER.CAT' "VSAM 
II DLBL DFILE, , , VSAM 
II EXTENT ,U2314C",240,20 
II DLBL XFILE, , , VSAM 
II EXTENT ,U2314C" ,260,20 
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

DEFINE AIX­
(NAME(AIX.PAYROLL2.NAMES)­
RELATE(PAYROLL2)­
RDPW(AIXRDPW)­
VOL(U2314C)­
UNIQUE)­

DATA (NAME(AIX.PAYROLL2.NAMES.DATA)­
CYLINDERS(l 1)­
EXCEPTIONEXIT(ERREXIT1)­
FILE(DFILE) ) ­

INDEX (NAME(AIX.PAYROLL2.NAMES.INDEX)­
CYLINDERS(l 1)­

FILE(XFILE) ) 
1* 
1& 

After you have defined an alternate index, you must build it from records in 
the base cluster (the base cluster cannot be empty) by using the BLDINDEX 
command. In order to build an alternate index, BLDINDEX reads each base 
cluster record and forms a sort record consisting of the alternate key together 
with the prime key (for a key-sequenced file) or the RBA (for an entry­
sequenced file). These records are then sorted into alternate index key 
sequence. If the caller ofBLDINDEX has provided enough virtual storage, 
these records are sorted internally. 

You can determine the amount of virtual storage required to sort the records 
internally using the following calculation: 

1. 	 Sort record length = alternate key length + prime key length (for a key­
sequenced file) or 4 (for an entry-sequenced file). 

2. 	Sort record length * number of records in the base cluster. 

3. 	Record sort area size = result of 2 above, rounded up to next multiple of 
2048, or 32,768, whichever is greater. 

4. 	Sort table size = (record sort area size divided by sort record length) * 4. 

The sum of 3 and 4 above is the required amount of virtual storage for an 
internal sort. This amount is in addition to the normal storage requirements 
for processing an Access Method Services command. 

You can specify that BLDINDEX is to perform an external sort (in case 
insufficient virtual storage exists for an internal sort) by specifying the 
EXTERNALSORT parameter. IfBLDINDEX is unable to obtain enough 
virtual storage to perform an internal sort and you have specified the EX­
TERNALSORT parameter, BLDINDEX dynamically defines two VSAM 
entry-sequenced files and uses them as the work files for an external sort. 
The sort work files will be deleted by BLDINDEX at the end of the sort. The 
minimum amount of virtual storage required under these circumstances is 
calculated as follows: 
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32,768 + (32,768 divided by sort record length) * 4 

The amount of space that Access Method Services requests when defining 
each sort work file is calculated as follows: 

1. 	 Sort records per block = 2041 .. sort record length 

2. 	 Primary space allocation in records = (number of records in base cluster .. 
sort records per block) + 10 

3. 	Secondary space allocation in records = (primary space allocation x .10) + 
10 

Both primary and secondary space allocations are requested in records with a 
fixed-length record size of 2041 bytes and a control interval size of 2048 
bytes. 

After the records have been sorted into alternate key sequence, BLDINDEX 
uses them to form the alternate index records. Each sort record is used to 
create one alternate index record unless the NONUNIQUEKEY attribute 
has been specified in the definition of the alternate index. In the case of 
UNIQUEKEY, each alternate index record contains the alternate index key 
and the associated base cluster prime key (key-sequenced file) or RBA 
(entry-sequenced file). In the case of NONUNIQUEKEY, each alternate 
index record contains one alternate key and all associated base cluster prime 
keys or RBAs representing records containing that same alternate key. If the 
alternate index has been defined with the REUSE attribute, BLDINDEX 
automatically writes the new alternate index records starting from the begin­
ning of the file and overriding any records previously stored. 

The parameters of the BLDINDEX command are used to identify the object 
over which the new alternate index is to be built (INDA T ASET), the alter­
nate index itself (OUTDATASET), the sort work volumes J 
(WORKVOLUMES), and the name of the catalog in which the sort work 
files are to be defined if they are required (CATALOG), and to specify 
whether an external sort is to be performed if insufficient storage exists for an 
internal sort (EXTERNALSORT jINTERNALSORT). 

II JOB EXAMPLE 20 
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

BLDINDEX 	 INDATASET(EXAMPLE.KSDS2)­
OUTDATASET(EXAMPLE.AIX/AIXUPPW)­
CATALOG (AMASTCAT/MCATMRPW) 

1* 
1& 

Defining a Path 

The DEFINE PATH command is used to establish the relationship, the path, 
between an alternate index and its base cluster. A path does not occupy any 
data space; it is a catalog entry only. The base cluster and its alternate index 
must already be defined when you define the path that relates them. 

When your program opens a path for processing, both the alternate index and 
its base cluster are opened. When data in the base cluster is read or written 
using the path's alternate index, keyed processing is used; RBA processing is 
not allowed. . 

You can also establish a path directly over a base cluster, without an interme­
diary alternate index and with its own protection attributes. A path so de­
fined provides access for a file under another name. You can specify NOUP­
DATE access for the base cluster, which bypasses allocation of the base 
cluster's upgrade set and thus does not cause upgrading. 
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Specifying Information That Defines a Path 

The examples given here are intended to demonstrate how to use the basic 
DEFINE parameters to define a path without considering all of the options. 
See also Example 8 in "Appendix A: Sample Job Streams." 

In Example 21, a path named PATH.PAYROLLI.NAMES is defined over 
an alternate index named AIX.PAYROLLI.NAMES and its base cluster 
(named in the RELATE parameter when the alternate index was defined). 

II 	JOB EXAMPLE 21 
II 	EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

DEFINE PATH­
(NAME(PATH.PAYROLL1.NAMES)­
PATHENTRY(AIX.PAYROLL1.NAMES)­
MRPW (MASTER) )­

CATALOG(MASTCAT/MRCATPW1) 
1* 
1& 

I 
Accessing a Base Cluster via a Path 

A path is a means for accessing a base cluster either via an alternate index or, 
in the case of a base-cluster-only path, via another name. Like an alternate 
index or cluster, a path always requires a name of its own, which you specify 
in the DEFINE PATH command of Access Method Services. This name is 
also used as the "file-ID" operand in the DLBL statement, which you use 
when you want to open the path. Opening a path results in associating the 
base cluster with the alternate index (for an alternate index path). 

You may issue the same requests for an alternate-index path (GET, PUT, 
etc.) that you can issue against a VSAM file. However, all access to the base 
cluster via the alternate index by way of a path must be by key; addressed 
(that is, processing by RBA) and control interval processing are not permit­
ted. All key references are to the alternate-key sequence. If an alternate key 
occurs in more than one base cluster record, the base records are returned in 
the order in which they are stored in the file. 

Alternate-Index Upgrade 

All changes in the base cluster that affect the contents of its alternate index or 
indexes should be reflected in the base cluster's alternate index(es), so that an 
alternate index is always 'synchronized' with its base cluster. This updating 
activity is referred to as alternate-index upgrade. 

You may have VSAM upgrade an alternate index or you may upgrade it 
yourself. 

To have VSAM upgrade an alternate index, specify the UPGRADE attribute 
when you define the alternate index. As a result, that alternate index be­
comes a member of the upgrade set of the associated base cluster. Whenever 
you open the base cluster for any type of update processing other than 
control-interval access, VSAM opens all of the alternate indexes in the 
upgrade set and updates them, if necessary. 

VSAM updates the affected alternate index(es) in the upgrade set of the base 
cluster whenever a base record is inserted or erased, or an alternate key field 
is changed. This updating activity is part of the request, and VSAM com­
pletes it before returning control to your program. 

If the updating of an alternate index fails because of a logical error (such as a 
duplicate key condition for a UNIQUEKEY alternate index), the request 
which caused the update operation is rejected and the base cluster, together 
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Defining a Non VSAM File 

with the alternate indexes of its upgrade set, are restored to the status existing 
before the request was issued (except for the sequence of the alternate index 
pointers). If a physical error condition occurs, VSAM terminates the upgrad­
ing of the alternate index(es) immediately and enters the EXCEPTIONEXIT 
and/or SYNAD exit. 

Ifyou specify NOUPGRADE in the DEFINE ALTERNATEINDEX 
command or if the base cluster is modified through control-interval access, 
you are responsible for upgrading the alternate index yourself because 
VSAM considers alternate indexes to be synchronized with the base cluster at 
all times. When you open a base cluster, those of its alternate indexes which 
have the NOUPGRADE attribute will not be updated by VSAM when you 
insert a record into, or erase a record from the base cluster, or change an 
alternate key field. 

You use the DEFINE NONVSAM command to catalog any existing 
non VSAM file into a nonrecoverable VSAM catalog. An entry is created in a 
master or user catalog but no space is allocated or reserved as a result of a 
DEFINE NONVSAM command. 

When you define or delete anonVSAM file in a password-protected catalog, 
the catalog's update (or higher level) password is required. 

Example 22 shows how to defme an existing non VSAM file entry in the 
master catalog: 

II JOB EXAMPLE 22 

II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 


DEFINE NONVSAM­
(NAME (STOCKINV)­

VOLUMES(M3330B)­

DEVICETYPES(3330»­

CATALOG(MASTCAT/UPDPW1) 


1* 

1& 


See also Example 4 in "Appendix A: Sample Job Streams." 
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Using ALTER: Altering Catalog Entries 
Many of the attributes that you define when you create a catalog entry may 
be modified subsequently by the ALTER command. 

Certain attributes of the file cannot be modified, such as control interval size 
and placement of the index in direct access storage relative to the data of a 
key-sequenced file. Changing these attributes amounts to a reorganization of 
the file and requires that you define a new file and copy the old file into it. 

Altering an object's entry doesn't normally require that the object's volume 
be mounted, because the object's use of space and the availability of space in 
the volume's data spaces can be determined by examining the catalog. The 
object's volume must be mounted whenever the volume's VTOC must be 
consulted or modified, such as when a data space, a unique component's 
space, or a catalog's space is to be altered. When the object is defined in a 
recoverable catalog, then the recovery volume must also be mounted (the 
recovery volume's volume serial is identified at the end of the DEFINE 
operation). 

Specifying Information that Alters an Entry 

In Example 23 the control interval and control area free space percentages of 
the data component of the file PAYROLLl are altered. The ALTER of 
PAYROLL I.DA T A shows a means of optimizing space usage for a file. The 
data component was originally defmed with 40 percent free space. After 
initial loading this percentage is reduced, since further activity against this 
file will not be of the mass insert type. 

II JOB EXAMPLE 23 
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

ALTER PAYROLL1.DATA­
FREESPACE(10 10)­

CATALOG(MASTCAT/MRCATPW1) 
1* 
1& 

In Example 24 the ALTER of ACCOUNTS shows a way to change the 
security scheme of a file. Establishing a security scheme for an existing 
unprotected file would be done in the same manner. 

II JOB EXAMPLE 24 
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

ALTER ACCOUNTS/DEPT27MR­
MRPW(DEPT26M)­
CTLPW(DEPT26C)­
UPDPW(DEPT26U)­
RDPW(DEPT26R)­
AUTH(D26AUTH) 

1* 
/& 

See also Example 7 in "Appendix A: Sample Job Streams." 
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Using DELETE: Deleting Catalog Entries 
You use the DELETE command to delete any previously defined VSAM 
object (data space, cluster, alternate index, path, catalog) and remove its 
catalog entry. In addition, you can remove the entry for a nonVSAM file 
from a nonrecoverable catalog and optionally scratch that file from the 
volumes containing it. 

All objects deleted by a single DELETE command must be defined in the 
same catalog. 

Deleting a suballocated object normally doesn't require that its volume(s) be 
mounted, because its space allocation can be determined by examining the 
catalog. (If the catalog is recoverable, the recovery volume needs to be 
mounted.) 

If an object is deleted and the ERASE parameter was specified, then the 
space is not only freed for use by new objects but also overwritten with binary 
zeros. You can delete all alternate indexes and paths related to a base cluster 
by deleting the base cluster alone; however, even if the ERASE parameter not 
only is specified for the base cluster but was also specified during definition 
for all other objects connected with the base cluster, only the space freed by 
the base cluster will be overwritten with binary zeros. To cause any related 
alternate indexes to be overwritten with binary zeros, you must delete them 
individually, before you delete the base cluster. When you delete entries from 
a user catalog, you may identify the catalog either with the CATALOG 
parameter or (for the job catalog) the IJSYSUC DLBL job control statement. 
If the entries are to be erased, the catalog containing them is the catalog 
specified in the CATALOG catname parameter or the default catalog. 

When a unique file or unique alternate index is deleted, the cluster or alter­
nate index entry and the data and index entries are deleted from the catalog 
and the data space they occupied is also deleted; however, the volume entries 
will not be automatically deleted from the catalog. To do so, you must 
specify SPACE in a separate DELETE command and all the data spaces on 
the volume must be empty. 

A DELETE SPACE will cause all empty data spaces of the specified volume 
to be deleted rather than an individual data space. However, if FORCE is 
also specified, nonempty data spaces are deleted as well. 

When anonVSAM entry is deleted, the file entry is scratched from the 
VTOC of the pack on which the file resides unless the user specifies the 
NOSCRATCH parameter. 
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Specifying Information That Deletes an Entry 

Example 25 deletes all of the objects defined in the user catalog and then 
deletes the catalog itself. The catalog cannot be deleted as long as it contains 
any entries (besides its own and the entry for its own data space). 

II JOB EXAMPLE 25 
II DLBL IJSYSUC,'USER.CAT' "VSAM 
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

DELETE PATH.PAYROLL2.NAMES­
PATH 

DELETE 	 AIX.PAYROLL2.NAMES­
ERASE­
AIX 

DELETE 	 PAYROLL2­
PURGE­
CLUSTER 

DELETE (U2314B)­
SPACE 

DELETE USER.CAT­
USERCATALOG 

1* 
If, 

Example 26 shows the deletion of a base cluster, alternate index, and path. 
The alternate index and path are deleted implicitly as a result of deleting the 
base cluster. 

II JOB EXAMPLE 26 

II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 


DELETE 	 PAYROLL­
PURGE­
CLUSTER­

CATALOG(MASTCAT/MRCATPW1) 


1* 
If, 

Example 27 shows the deletion, with the ERASE option, of a unique cluster. 

II JOB EXAMPLE 27 

II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 


DELETE 	 ACCOUNTS­
ERASE­
PURGE­

CATALOG(MASTCAT/MRCATPW1) 


1* 
If, 

See also Examples 22 and 23 in "Appendix A: Sample Job Streams." 
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Using REPRO: For Catalog Backup and File Reorganization 

Backing Up a Catalog 

You can use the REPRO command to unload (create a backup copy of) a 
catalog. (The backup copy cannot be used as a catalog in the unloaded form.) 
If the catalog becomes inaccessible, you can use the REPRO command to 
replace (reload) it with the backup copy. To continually have a recent bac­
kup copy available, you should unload a catalog periodically. 

Unloading a Catalog 

You can use the REPRO command to unload a catalog to a sequential 
(SAM) file, or to a key-sequenced or entry-sequenced file. (You must unload 
a master catalog to a sequential file, or else the subsequent reload will not 
work.) Do not allow the catalog to be updated during the unload operation. 

If you use a key-sequenced or entry sequenced file to provide backup for a 
user catalog, define the file that contains the unloaded catalog in another 
catalog; this allows you to recover the unloaded catalog if the original 
(copied) catalog is destroyed. 

Use LISTCAT before unloading a catalog so that you can compare the listing 
of the unloaded catalog with the listing you obtain after reloading. 

Reloading a Catalog 

You can use REPRO to reload the backup copy of a catalog into a catalog 
(the "target") with the same name, volume serial number, and device type as 
the original catalog. 

The target catalog can be either an earlier or later version of the original 
catalog, or a newly-defined user catalog (without any entries other than the 
basic catalog information). The newly-defined catalog must be able to hold 
at least as many entries as the original catalog could hold at the time the 
backup copy was made. 

Reloading a version ofthe original catalog results in a catalog equivalent to the 
original one at the time the backup was made. Reloading: 

• 	 Replaces entries in the target catalog with entries (of the same name) from 
the backup. 

• 	 Inserts, into the target catalog, entries that exist only in the backup. 

• 	 Deletes, from the target catalog, entries that exist only in the target catalog. 

During reloading, up to 100 messages may be issued to indicate entries that 
exist only in the target catalog or only in the backup. 

Reloading a newly defined catalog has the same results as reloading a version 
of the original catalog, with one exception. The newly-defined catalog's 
V olume record contains only self-describing information. (The assumption is 
that, if a catalog is new, no other VSAM data space exists on the volume 
under normal conditions.) If the catalog is new, the reload operation bypass­
es the reload of the original version of the Volume record; all the data space 
information previously in the Volume record at the time the catalog was 
unloaded is lost. 

After the reload of a newly-defined catalog, the entries in the reloaded 
catalog may reference files previously existing on the volume. 

If these files still exist, they can be accessed, but any attempt to extend the 
data space in which they reside will fail. In this situation, you can restore the 
needed information to the volume record by, first, using EXPORT PERMA­
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NENT to remove the file entries from the new catalog, then defining a data 
space large enough to accommodate the files, and then using IMPORT to put 
the files into the newly defined data space. 

The space allocation used for the reloaded catalog is the space allocation of 
the target catalog whether it is a newly defined catalog or an earlier or later 
version of the unloaded catalog. In both cases the catalog allocation properly 
reflects the VSAM data space for the catalog on the volume. 

A DLBL job control statement (IJSYSUC) should be used to identify ~he 
catalog to be unloaded or reloaded. This ensures that the catalog can be 
opened as a catalog prior to an unload or a reload operation. The define of a 
new catalog and the listing of a catalog should be done in separate steps from 
any reload operations. 

Password protection of VSAM catalogs is optional. Passwords can be estab­
lished at catalog definition or subsequently added. When a catalog is pass­
word protected, the master password must be provided to permit catalog 
unloading and catalog reloading. The password can be supplied in the 
REPRO command or through the system console in response to password 
prompting. 

The following restrictions should be observed when a catalog backup opera­
tion is to be done: 

• 	 Unload the master catalog only to a sequential file. 

• 	 The unloaded version of a catalog must be reloaded into a catalog with the 
same name, volume serial, and device type. 

• 	 The unloaded version of a catalog must be reloaded into a catalog with the 
same entry capacity (i.e., number of entries cataloged). Some high key 
range compression may occur when reloading into a newly defined cata­
log; consequently, the reloaded version may require less high key range 
space than a multiple extent source catalog. The target catalog will not be 
extended by means of secondary allocations during the reload operation. 

• 	 After you reload a catalog, use LISTCAT to list its contents. Run 
LISTCAT in a separate job step, so that the catalog will be closed after it is 
reloaded (to update its self-defining information). Compare the listing 
with the one you obtained before unloading the original catalog to ensure 
that you have used the right backup. 

• 	 The catalog contents after reloading may be out of synchronization with 
the actual data on the volumes indicated as owned in the reloaded catalog. 
After reloading a recoverable catalog, the LISTCRA command with 
COMPARE option should be run in a separate job step immediately after 
the reload to identify mismatches between the catalog and the catalog 
recovery area (CRA). These mismatches should be resolved as necessary 
before the catalog can be used. See the section "LISTCRA Mismatch 
Messages" in VSE/ VSAM Programmer's Reference. No other jobs should 
be run after the reload and before the LISTCRA which access any of the 
files cataloged in the reloaded catalog. 

• 	 When reloading or restoring a nonrecoverable catalog, a LISTCA T 
command should be executed with each unload and after each reload 
operation (in a separate step after a reload). The LISTCAT output ob­
tained in conjunction with unload may be necessary for comparison to the 
LISTCA T output obtained after reload. Both outputs may be necessary to 
determine the manual intervention required when mismatches are detected 
during reload. 

• 	 Files or volumes (in the original catalog) that are deleted and redefined or 
permanently exported after an unload operation will not be flagged as 
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changed upon reload because detection of this type of change is not possi­
ble. The deleted files or data spaces will still be defined in the restored 
catalog. (Entries that exist only in the backup copy are inserted into the 
target catalog.) Any attempt to process these entries will yield unpredicta­
ble results because the space reflected in the catalog may no longer be 
owned by the catalog. The catalog may be corrected by reissuing the 
DELETE commands. 

• 	 IfVSAM file or data spaces have been defined or imported since the last 
catalog backup and the catalog is reloaded or restored, then the defined 
files or data spaces will not be defined in the reloaded or restored catalog. 
Processing these files or data spaces by means of the restored catalog is not 
possible since they cannot be accessed. The space formerly occupied by 
these VSAM files or data spaces will not be usable, but may be recovered 
by scratching the format-l labels in the VTOC for the data spaces. If any 
volumes were added to the catalog (between the backup and the recovery), 
they will also be unusable until you use the DELETE command with 
FORCE option or IKQVDU to give up volume ownership. 

• 	 If a VSAM file has been extended since the last catalog backup, the new 
extents will not be defined in the restored or reloaded catalog. Any at­
tempt to process records in the added extents will result in a logical error. 
If the file has been extended within space already allocated to the file 
before the backup but has acquired no new extents, then you can issue the 
VERIFY command to update the catalog pointers, and the file may be 
accessed normally. 

• 	 The data in any extents that have been acquired by the file since the 
catalog was backed up is unrecoverable. For an entry-sequenced file the 
data in any new extents should consist only of records that have been 
added to the end of the file. Therefore, it is possible to recover all of the 
data in the old extents by accessing the file sequentially up to the end of 
the old physical space allocation. For a key-sequenced file, the new ex­
tents may be any portion of the file because of control-area splits. An 
attempt t-o read the data in logical sequence will fail with an invalid RBA 
indication when the data in the new extents is reached. You could access 
the key-sequenced file by means of address sequence, but you then have 
the problem of identifying the missing records. Individual file recovery for 
those files affected will be necessary. 

See the section "VSAM Recovery Techniques" in VSE/ VSAM 
Programmer's Reference for a discussion of making the contents of the 
backup catalog agree with the contents of the original catalog at the time it 
became inaccessible. 

Reorganizing a File 

You use the REPRO command to reorganize an old file by copying it into a 
newly-defined file of the same type. With key-sequenced files, for example, 
you can specify different percentages of distributed free space and different 
performance options for the new file when you define it. 

Because data is copied as single logical records, automatic reorganization 
takes place when you copy a key-sequenced file into another key-sequenced 
file. Reorganization includes: 

• 	 Relocation of records so that their entry sequence matches their key 
sequence. 

• 	 Redistribution of the free space throughout the file. 

• 	 Reconstruction of the prime index. 

.J 
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Fixed-length, unblocked records in an indexed-sequential file are preceded 
by the key string when they are written into a VSAM file. Therefore, the 
length of the records in the output file must include the length of the key 
string. 

The new (output) file into which records of the old (input) file are copied may 
either be empty or already contain records. Figure 2-1 shows what happens 
when records from the input file are added to an empty or nonempty file. 

Input File Empty Output File Nonempty Output File 
ES/S KS RR ES/S KS RR 

ES/S 2 5 3 4 7 

KS 2 5 3 4 7 

RR 2 6 3 4 8 

where 

ES/S Entry-sequenced or sequential 


KS Key-sequenced 


RR Relative-record 


I Copies in sequential order. 


2 	 Copies in collating sequence by defined key field and builds an index. The source 
records must be in key sequence. 

3 	 Adds records in sequential order to the end of file (VSAM ES); copies records in 
sequential order from the beginning of the file overlaying previous data (SAM 
sequential). • 

4 	 Merges records in collating sequence by the defined key field and updates the index. 
A record whose key duplicates a key in the output file is lost, unless you specify that 
the new record is to replace the old one. 

5 	 Copies records sequentially into consecutive slots, beginning with I. 

6 Copies records in the same position they had in the input file. 

7 Will not copy a record unless the file has the REUSE attribute and the REPRO 
REUSE option is specified. 

8 Same as 6 except that a record in the input file that has the same number as one in the 
output file is lost, unless you specify that the new record is to replace the old one . 

• This action will occur only if the operator responds with "DELETE" when the DOS/VSE message "OVERLAP ON 
UNEXPRD FILE" or "DUPLICATE FlLE-IO" is encountered. 

Figure 2-1. Reorganizing a File 

If you use REPRO to locate errors in a file, Access Method Services termi­
nates the copy operation after four recoverable errors have been encountered 
while trying to read the file. The types of errors classified as "recoverable" 
are duplicate keys, wrong length records, records out of sequence, and I/O 
errors in the data component of a VSAM file. 

You can save time in reorganizing VSAM files (using the REPRO command) 
by specifying the optional BUFSP parameter in the DLBL statement. Ordi­
narily, REPRO uses the ACB macro default values of two data control­
interval buffers and, for indexed files, one index control-interval buffer. By 
specifying an appropriate value in the BUFSP=parameter, you can override 
the ACB default; you can allocate additional data control-interval buffers for 
each of your VSAM files (if you have available virtual storage). For exam­
ple, if your input file is key-sequenced with a 512 byte index control interval 
and a 2048 byte data control interval, you can specify BUFSP=10752 «5 x 
2048) + 512 = 10752) and cause five data control-interval buffers (and one 
index control-interval buffer) to be allocated when the file is opened. 

For other uses of REPRO, see "Loading Records into a File" in "Using 
DEFINE: Defming Objects in a Catalog." See also Examples 5 and 6 in 
"Appendix A: Sample Job Streams." 
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Using EXPORT/IMPORT: Transporting or Backing Up Files 
You use the EXPORT and IMPORT commands to transport VSAM files and 
user catalogs between VSE systems (or set of systems in a DASD sharing 
environment) or between DOS/VS, VSE, and OS/VS systems. The EX­
PORT command extracts catalog information and produces a portable copy 
of the file that is to be moved. The IMPORT command loads a portable file 
and its catalog information in the receiving system. Figure 2-2 compares 
volume and file portability. File portability is achieved by moving volumes 
or by moving individual files. 

Volume Portability with a User Catalog File Portability with Access Method Services 

."."".---. ..... ,. '" 
.... ~ 

I ----- I First System 

I I DOSIVSE 

I I or 
I I OSIVS 
I I 
" ..... ---r-- ..... .J 

Demount Extract Catalog Information Copy in Sequential Format 

Disconnect User Catalog 

ExportExport 

,,- -.. 
'- ~ 

~ser Catal0.2.--­ Transport i ng 
Volume 
(Tape or Disk)

VSAM 

Files 


Second System ImportImport DOSIVSE 

Mount on SYSCAT Define the File Copy in Original Format 
Connect User Catalog 

Figure 2-2. Data Portability (Achieved by Moving Volumes or by Moving Individual Files). 
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EXPOR T and I~PORT also enable you to create a backup copy of a file and 
its catalog entries and reload them into the same system when they are 
needed. When you import a backup copy, the catalog entries are regenerated. 

See "Multifile Volume Considerations" in VSE/VSAM Programmer's 
Reference for information on how to use the EXPORT/IMPORT commands 
to create backup copies of several VSAM files on a multifile tape volume (or 
volume set). 

In addition, EXPORT and IMPORT enable you to transport a file defined in 
an unrecoverable catalog to a recoverable catalog for the purpose of making 
its data and catalog entries recoverable in the event of catalog failure. To do 
this, you define a recoverable catalog and then export the file from the old 
catalog and import it to the new one. Alternatively, you may use REPRO to 
copy the file to a file defined in a recoverable catalog. Any object marked not 
usable by catalog recovery is not exportable. 

Master and user catalogs cannot be copied using EXPORT and IMPORT; a 
user catalog can, however, be imported to another system by physically 
transporting the volume on which it is stored. When a user catalog is to be 
transported, it is not copied; the user catalog remains on its original volume in 
its original form. When it is exported by an EXPORT DISCONNECT 
command, the master catalog'S pointer to it is removed. When it is subse­
quently imported to a new system by an IMPORT CONNECT command, a 
pointer to it is created in the new system's master catalog. (VSE DASD 
Sharing supports shared master catalogs.) You don't have to issue the EX­
PORT DISCONNECT command to move a user catalog to another system, 
but must use an IMPORT CONNECT command to build a pointer to the 
user catalog in the new system's master catalog. If you didn't issue the 
EXPORT DISCONNECT command for it, then it belongs to both systems. 
If both systems support VSE DASD Sharing and the user catalog is on a 
shared volume, it can be shared. Otherwise, the user catalog can be available 
to only one system at a time. 

When a file is exported, relevant portions of its catalog entries are copied to a 
movable volume along with the cluster's component(s}. The catalog name 
cannot be moved with the file. The portable copy is a variable-blocked, 
spanned, sequential file; it may be stored on tape or disk. You can control the 
block size of the portable file. If the file is exported to tape, if it is to be other 
than the first file on the tape and if the tape has just been mounted, you must 
issue the MTC command to correctly position the tape. 

Exportation of a file is either permanent or temporary. In permanent expor­
tation, the catalog entries are deleted and storage space is freed in the original 
system. In temporary exportation, the sending system retains a copy of the 
file, but the copy is marked to indicate that there is a copy elsewhere. 

When a base cluster and its alternate index(es) are permanently exported, the 
alternate index(es} must be permanently exported before the base cluster. 
Otherwise, the alternate index(es} will be deleted when the base cluster is 
deleted and cannot be exported. EXPORT will automatically export paths 
related to the cluster or alternate index being exported. When an object is 
exported, the statistics kept in its catalog entry are not extracted for exporta­
tion and are not available when the object is subsequently imported. 

When a base cluster and its alternate index(es} are imported, the base cluster 
must be imported before the alternate index(es). If you are using a tape as the 
transporting volume, you must first forward space the tape to the base cluster 

Iand read it, then rewind to the load point and read the alternate indexes 
sequentially. See "Multifile Volume Considerations" in VSE/VSAM 
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Programmer's Reference for more information. A path cannot be transported 
as an object from one system to another, but is automatically imported when 
its related base cluster and alternate index are imported. 

You may alter some of a file's attributes when you import it, but space 
allocation problems may occur if a VSAM file is imported onto a device of a 
type different from the type it was exported from. The space allocation 
quantities are recorded in terms of tracks (min-CAs) (even if you specified 
CYLINDERS, BLOCKS, or RECORDS in the DEFINE command) in a 
file's catalog entry. When the file is imported the number of min-CAs in the 
catalog entry is not changed to reflect the characteristics of a new device type 
unless you import the file into a predefined file with adjusted allocation 
quantities. Thus, an attempt to export a VSAM file from a 3330 and import it 
onto a 2314 may fail because the allocation quantities in the catalog entry 
specify less space on a 2314 than they did on a 3330. (If the secondary space 
allocation quantity is not zero, VSAM may be able to allocate enough sec­
ondary space on the 2314 to contain the file.) Conversely, if a file is exported 
from a 2314 and imported onto a 3330, it may be allocated more space than it 
needs. 

You may use EXPORT and IMPORT to redefine a file for a different device 
with space parameters that are appropriate to the new device. You may also 
change protection attributes. To change the file's device type, you perma­
nently export it (or temporarily export and delete it), redefine it (by way of 
DEFINE) with new allocation attributes, then import the transporting copy 
into the newly defined file. (If you use DEFINE before deleting the exported 
file, you can use the exported file's entry as a model assuming you give it a 
new name.) The newly defined file must meet the following conditions: 

• 	 It must be empty. 

• 	 It must be the same type of file (INDEXED, NONINDEXED, or 
NUMBERED) as the file being imported. 

• 	 If INDEXED, it must have the same key length and key position as the file 
being imported. 

• 	 It must have a maximum logical record length greater than or equal to that 
of the exported file. 

To change devices without allocation problems when moving clusters or 
alternate indexes between systems or between catalogs, you may use two 
techniques. 

The first technique is: 

1. 	 Use the EXPORT command to create the copy of the cluster or alternate 
index to be exported. 

2. 	Use the DEFINE command to define a new entry for the cluster or alter­
nate index in the catalog to which the cluster or alternate index is to be 
imported. Specify all the parameters used when the cluster or alternate 
index was originally dermed, using the MODEL parameter if a catalog 
that contains a suitable model entry is available. If space was allocated in 
RECORDS, you may specify the same quantity; if it was allocated in 
TRACKS or CYLINDERS, you must adjust the quantity for the new 
device type. If an entry already exists in the catalog for this file, you must 
delete that entry or use a different name in the DEFINE command and 
specify the new name in the OBJECTS parameter ofIMPORT. 

3. 	Use the IMPORT command to read the cluster or alternate index into the 
predefined empty cluster or alternate index. If the empty cluster or alter­
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nate index was defined with a name different from that of the cluster or 
alternate index exported, the NEWNAME subparameter of the OBJECTS 
parameter must be used to rename the exported cluster or alternate index 
file-ID. 

The second technique is: 

l. 	Use the REPRO command to create the copy of the cluster or alternate 
index to be exported. 

2. 	 Follow step 2 above except do not specify a new name by means of 
IMPORT. 

3. 	Load the cluster or alternate index into the predefined cluster or alternate 
index by issuing a REPRO command to copy it. 

EXPOR T: Making a File Portable 

The EXPORT command enables you to copy a cluster or an alternate index 
in sequential form onto a storage volume to be transported to another system. 
The transporting volume may be magnetic tape or disk. In addition, the 
EXPORT command extracts information from the catalog entry that defines 
the object to be transported and copies the information onto the transporting 
volume. The information is used to define the file automatically in a VSAM 
catalog in the receiving system. 

VSAM always defaults to an optimum buffer space value when using the 
EXPORT command; it ignores the buffer space value in the catalog entry 
and in the DLBL BUFSP statement (if specified). 

See Examples 10, 11, and 12 in "Appendix A: Sample Job Streams." 

IMPORT: Loading a Portable File 

The IMPORT command enables you to use the catalog information extracted 
by EXPORT to automatically define a new cluster or alternate index in the 
catalog that you specify and to suballocate space for it. The object itself is 
stored, in its VSAM format, in the space allocated for it. Alternately, you can 
use DEFINE to define a new cluster or alternate index and allocate space for 
the object and use IMPORT to copy the object from the transporting volume 
into the space allocated for it, that is, import the object into an empty cluster. 

You can also use IMPORT to define a pointer to a user catalog in the master 
catalog. The user catalog is not copied, but remains on its original volume in 
its original form. 

A cluster, alternate index, or user catalog cannot be transported to a system if 
its name or the name of any of its components already exists in the receiving 
catalog. The only exceptions are when the cluster or alternate index name 
that already exists in the receiving catalog belongs to an object that has been 
temporarily exported (that is, TEMPORARY was coded when it was export'­
ed), or belongs to the predefined (empty) object that is to receive the import­
ed object. The entry of a temporarily exported object is deleted when an 
object with the same name is imported; a new entry is then built for the 
imported object. When a base cluster and its alternate indexes are imported, 
the base cluster must be imported first, followed by the alternate indexes in 
any order. This is necessary because a base cluster must exist before an 
alternate index can be defined over it. 

L You may specify any block size that you choose for the portable file at the 
time of its creation by EXPORT by using the BLOCKSIZE subparameter of 
the ENVIRONMENT parameter. The default value is 2048 bytes per block. 
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When an IMPORT is issued, you must specify the same BLOCKSIZE that 
you specified during the EXPORT operation. Ifno value is given, the system 
assumes a value of 2048 bytes per block. 

VSAM always defaults to an optimum buffer space value when using the 
IMPORT command; it ignores the buffer space value in the catalog entry and 
in the DLBL BUFSP statement (if specified). 

See Examples 13, 14, 15, and 16 in "Appendix A: Sample Job Streams." 

Using LISTCAT: Listing Catalog Entries 
You use the LISTCA T command to list entries from a given catalog. The 
listing shows information about objects defined in the catalog, such as: 

• 	 Attributes of the object. 

• 	 Creation and expiration dates. 

• 	 Protection specification. Passwords and other protection information in an 
entry are not listed unless you specify the master password for the file 
defined by the entry or the master password for the catalog itself. 

• 	 Statistics, information regarding the dynamic usage or accessing of the 
data represented by the entry. 

• 	 Space specifications and allocations. 

• 	 Volume information. 

The ENTRIES (entryname) parameter is used to specify the names ofindi­
vidual entries to be listed. The CLUSTER, DATA, INDEX, SPACE, 
NONVSAM, PATH, USERCATALOG, and ALTERNATEINDEX param­
eters are used to specify types of entries to be listed. The ALL, NAME, 
VOLUME, and ALLOCATION parameters specify the fields to be listed for 
each catalog entry. 

The combination of these parameters allows you to tailor the scope of the 
listing to meet your needs. Refer to the chart in the LISTCA T command 
section to see the results of coding various combinations of entryname and 
type of entry (CLUSTER, OAT A, etc.). 

See Examples 3, 4, and 7 in "Appendix A: Sample Job Streams." See also 
"Appendix B: Interpreting LISTCAT Output Listings." 

Using PRINT: Printing Data Records 
You use the PRINT command to list some or all of the records of a sequen­
tial, indexed-sequential, or VSAM file in one of the following formats: 

• 	 Each byte as two hexadecimal digits (HEX). 

• 	 Each byte as a single character (CHARACTER). 

• 	 A combination of these two, side by side (DUMP). 

You may specify a range of records to be printed in the same way as you do 
for copying records, namely: 

• 	 By key for indexed-sequential or key-sequenced files (FROMKEY, 
TOKEY). 

• 	 By RBA for key-sequenced or entry-sequenced files (FROMADDRESS, 
TOADDRESS). 

• 	 By relative-record number for relative-record files (FROMNUMBER, 
TONUMBER). 
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• 	 By number of records for any type of file (COUNT, SKIP). 

The components of a key-sequenced file can be listed individually. To list a 
component of a key-sequenced file, specify the component name as the 
file-ID in the DLBL statement. To print a user catalog as a key-sequenced 
file or to print any file cataloged in a user catalog, the user catalog must either 
be a job catalog or be specified in the CAT parameter of the DLBL job 
control statement. 

Sequential, entry-sequenced, and relative-record files are listed in physical 
sequential order. Indexed-sequential and key-sequenced files can be listed in 
key order or in physical sequential order. A base cluster can be listed in 
alternate key sequence via a path. 

Only the data content of records is listed. System-defined control fields are 
not listed. Each record listed is identified by one of the following: 

• 	 Its relative byte address (RBA) for entry-sequenced files. 

• 	 Its key for indexed-sequential and key-sequenced files. 

• 	 Its sequential record number for sequential and relative-record files. 

If you use PRINT to locate errors in a file, Access Method Services termi­
nates printing after four recoverable errors have been encountered while 
trying to read the file. The types of errors classified as "recoverable" are 
duplicate keys, wrong length records, records out of sequence, and I/O errors 
in the data component of a VSAM file. 

See Examples 5, 6, and 8 in "Appendix A: Sample Job Streams." See also 
"Sample Output from PRINT" in the PRINT command section. 

Using EXPORTRA/IMPORTRA: Recovering Catalog Entries and Data 
You use the EXPORTRA command to retrieve catalog entries from catalog 
recovery areas placed on each volume owned by a recoverable catalog. 
VSAM catalogs may be defined with a RECOVERABLE attribute which 
allows a catalog to be recovered after it has been destroyed. Recovery is 
possible because catalog information about a given volume is recorded on 
that volume, as well as in the catalog itself. 

Space for recovery information is automatically set aside when you define the 
first data space on a volume (provided you defined the catalog with the 
RECOVERABLE attribute). This recovery space, called the catalog recovery 
area (CRA), is suballocated from the first space allocated on the volume. A 
file with the UNIQUE attribute cannot be defined on a volume (if the catalog 
entry of the file is to be in a recoverable catalog) until a data space is created 
on the volume; either with the DEFINE SPACE, DEFINE MASTERCATA­
LOG, or DEFINE USERCATALOG command. 

There is no separate catalog or VTOC entry for the recovery space; its physi­
cal address is recorded by VSAM in the volume's format-4 label. 

The recovery information in the CRA of a volume is immediately updated 
whenever parallel information in the catalog is modified by catalog manage­
ment. To do so, the affected volume(s) must be mounted. The kind of 
operation which is to be performed on an object (data space, cluster, path, 
etc.), and which is reflected in the catalog, determines which volume(s) must 
be mounted: 

• 	 For a DEFINE operation, all volumes on the volume list on which space is 
being defined, or all volumes listed in the VOLUMES parameter list. In 
addition, for DEFINE PATH or DEFINEALTERNATEINDEX, the 
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• 	 By number of records for any type of file (COUNT, SKIP). 

The components of a key-sequenced file can be listed individually. To list a 
component of a key-sequenced file, specify the component name as the 
file-ID in the DLBL statement. To print a user catalog as a key-sequenced 
file or to print any file cataloged in a user catalog, the user catalog must either 
be ajob catalog or be specified in the CAT parameter of the DLBLjob 
control statement. 

Sequential, entry-sequenced, and relative-record files are listed in physical 
sequential order. Indexed-sequential and key-sequenced files can be listed in 
key order or in physical sequential order. A base cluster can be listed in 
alternate key sequence via a path. 

Only the data content of records is listed. System-defined control fields are 
not listed. Each record listed is identified by one of the following: 

• 	 Its relative byte address (RBA) for entry-sequenced files. 

• 	 Its key for indexed-sequential and key-sequenced files. 

• 	 Its sequential record number for sequential and relative-record files. 

Ifyou use PRINT to locate errors in a file, Access Method Services termi­
nates printing after four recoverable errors have been encountered while 
trying to read the file. The types of errors classified as "recoverable" are 
duplicate keys, wrong length records, records out of sequence, and I/O errors 
in the data component of a VSAM file. 

See Examples 5, 6, and 8 in "Appendix A: Sample Job Streams." See also 
"Sample Output from PRINT" in the PRINT command section. 

Using EXPORTRA/IMPORTRA: Recovering Catalog Entries and Data 
You use the EXPOR TRA command to retrieve catalog entries from catalog 
recovery areas placed on each volume owned by a recoverable catalog. 
VSAM catalogs may be defined with a RECOVERABLE attribute which 
allows a catalog to be recovered after it has been destroyed. Recovery is 
possible because catalog information about a given volume is recorded on 
that volume, as well as in the catalog itself. 

Space for recovery information is automatically set aside when you define the 
first data space on a volume (provided you defined the catalog with the 
RECOVERABLE attribute). This recovery space, called the catalog recovery 
area (CRA), is suballocated from the first space allocated on the volume. A 
file with the UNIQUE attribute cannot be defined on a volume (if the catalog 
entry of the file is to be in a recoverable catalog) until a data space is created 
on the volume; either with the DEFINE SPACE, DEFINE MASTERCATA­
LOG, or DEFINE USERCATALOG command. 

There is no separate catalog or VTOC entry for the recovery space; its physi­
cal address is recorded by VSAM in the volume's format-4 label. 

The recovery information in the CRA of a volume is immediately updated 
whenever parallel information in the catalog is modified by catalog manage­
ment. To do so, the affected volume(s) must be mounted. The kind of 
operation which is to be performed on an object (data space, cluster, path, 
etc.), and which is reflected in the catalog, determines which volume(s) must 
be mounted: 

• 	 For a DEFINE operation, all volumes on the volume list on which space is 
being defined, or all volumes listed in the VOLUMES parameter list. In 
addition, for DEFINE PATH or DEFINE ALTERNATEINDEX, the 
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recovery volume, that is, the first volume of the prime index, if the base 
cluster is a key-sequenced file; otherwise, the first volume of the base data. 

• 	 For an ALTER operation, all volumes listed under ADDVOLUMES or 
REMOVEVOLUMES and the recovery volume. The recovery volume is 
as follows: 

- If the base cluster is a key-sequenced file, whether the object to be 
altered is the cluster or its related alternate index or any of their data or 
index components, or its related path, the recovery volume is the first 
volume of the prime index. 

- If the base cluster is an entry-sequenced file, whether the object to be 
altered is the cluster, its data component, its alternate index or the 
latter's data or index components, or its related path, the recovery 
volume is the first volume of the base data. 

- If the base cluster is a relative-record file, the recovery volume is the 
first volume of the base data. 

• 	 For a DELETE operation, all volumes on which space is being deleted. In 
addition, for a DELETE PATH or DELETE ALTERNATEINDEX, the 
recovery volume, that is, the first volume of the prime index, if the base 
cluster is a key-sequenced file; otherwise, the first volume of the base data. 

See VSE/ VSAM Programmer's Reference for the contents of CRAs and how 
catalog entries are placed in CRAs. 
Note: If the catalog is changed by the REPRO command, or restored using a VSE utility, the 
CRAs owned by the catalog on volumes other than the catalog volume are unchanged. The 
catalog volume's CRA is restored using the VSE utility and is unchanged by REPRO. A 
LISTCRA list of the restored catalog reflects CRA-catalog mismatches. 

If a file (alternate index or cluster) is not addressable by way of the catalog, 
the EXPORTRA command can be used to gain access to the file through the 
CRA to create a copy of the data which can be introduced back into the 
system by the IMPORTRA command. Selective recovery can be implement­
ed after use of the LISTCRA command (with the NOCOMPARE and 
NAME options) to determine file- IDs and their associated volumes. 

If an entire VSAM volume becomes unusable, and a backup copy of the 
volume exists, you may want to consider using RESETCA T rather than 
EXPORTRA to reset your catalog so that it will correctly access the VSAM 
files on the restored volume. See "Resetting Catalog Entries." 

The EXPORTRA command recovers the current information recorded in the 
CRAs of the affected volume(s). The IMPORTRA command then rebuilds 
complete catalog entries from the recovered information. Thus, if a destroyed 
volume was restored to some previous state, the catalog will, after the re­
covery operation, reflect that state. This implies that any changes to catalog 
entries made after that point (for example, to the entry of a destroyed file) 
will be deleted from the catalog. 

The IMPORTRA command accepts portable files produced by VSE, 
DOS/VS, OS/VSI, or OS/VS2. However, IMPORTRA can accept only 
portable files produced by EXPORTRA (similarly, IMPORT can accept only 
portable files produced by EXPORT). 

Using the information on such files, IMPORTRA reconstructs the catalog 
entries for all the files of the recovery volume and recreates the files them­
selves on the appropriate volumes. 

IMPORTRA will define and load any VSAM objects found on the portable 
file. If the VSAM catalog is not recoverable, any non VSAM files found on 
the portable file will also be defined by IMPORTRA. In addition, any user 
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catalog pointers found on the portable file will be defined into the receiving 
catalog if it is a master catalog. 

YSAM always defaults to an optimum buffer space value when using the 
EXPORTRAjIMPORTRA commands; it ignores the buffer space value in 
the catalog entry and in the DLBL BUFSP statement (if specified). 

See Examples 19,20, and 21 in "Appendix A: Sample Job Streams" for the 
use of EXPORTRAjIMPORTRA in combination. Specific EXPORTRA 
examples follow. 

Using EXPORTRA for Moving All Entries on One Yolume 

This example shows the EXPORTRA function for one volume, YSEROO, 
owned by the YSAM master catalog. All of the files are contained wholly in 
the volume. All of the entries in the catalog recovery area on YSEROO and 
the files themselves are copied to a sequential file on a tape volume. SYSOO5 
must be used in the ASSGN statement for magnetic tape output (OUTFILE). 

II JOB EXPORTRA FOR ONE VOLUME 
II ASSGN SYS005,381 
II TLBL VOLOUT,'OUT.FILE' "TAPEOl 
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

EXPORTRA ­
OUTFILE(VOLOUT ENV(REW PDEV(2400») ­
CRAVOLUMES (­
VSEROO ALL) 

1* 
1& 

The CRAVOLUMES parameter identifies the catalog recovery volume, 
YSEROO. The CRA used for recovery is on this recovery volume. The ALL 
subparameter specifies that all files and the corresponding CRA entries are to 
be copied from the recovery volume specified. 

No other parameters are required because all the files are contained in one 
volume. 

Using EXPORTRA for Entries on Multiple Volumes 

This example shows the EXPORTRA function for one volume owned by the 
YSAM master catalog. All files contained in the volume, YSEROO, and their 
corresponding CRA entries describing these files are copied to a sequential 
file on a tape volume. Some of these are multivolume files but these files 
have their prime CRA entries on the recovery volume. Each volume that 
contains a portion of a multivolume file must be mounted. The entries in the 
CRAs of volumes other than the recovery volume are not recovered. SYS005 
must be used in the ASSGN statement for magnetic tape output (OUTFILE). 

II JOB EXPORTRA FOR MULTIPLE VOLUMES 
II ASSGN SYS005,382 
II TLBL VOLOUT,'OUT.FILE'"TAPEOl 
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

EXPORTRA ­
OUTFILE(VOLOUT ENV(REW PDEV(2400») ­
CRAVOLUMES (­

(VSEROO ALL) ­
(VSEROl NONE) ­
(VSER02 NONE» ­

MASTERPW(MCATMRPW) 
1* 
1& 

The CRAYOLUMES parameter identifies the catalog recovery volume, 
YSEROO. The ALL subparameter specifies that all files on the recovery 
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volume and their corresponding eRA entries are to be copied. The VSEROI 
NONE and VSER02 NONE subparameters are needed because these vol­
umes contain portions of multivolume files, but the eRA's on these volumes 
are not used to recover additional entries. Only those multivolume files that 
are described in the eRA of the recovery volume are recovered. 

Using EXPORTRA for Selected Entries 

This example shows the EXPORTRA function for selected files on volume 
VSEROO. Three files on the volume and their corresponding eRA entries 
(those describing the files) are copied to a sequential file on another disk 
volume. The remaining files on the catalog recovery volume are not re­
covered. Two of the selected files are multivolume files. No files other than 
the multivolume files are recovered from the other volumes identified in the 
eRAVOLUMES parameter. 

II JOB EXPORTRA FOR SELECTED ENTRIES 
II DLBL VOLOUT,'OUT.FILE' 
II EXTENT SYS013,231401,1 ,0,140,200 
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

EXPORTRA ­
OUTFILE(VOLOUT) ­
CRAVOLUMES (­

(VSEROO ENTRIES (­
(LARGE.DATASET.A ) ­
(LARGE.DATASET.B ) ­
(LARGE.DATASET.C))) ­

(VSER01 NONE) ­
(VSER02 NONE)) 

1* 
1& 

The eRAVOLUMES parameter identifies the catalog recovery volume, 
VSEROO. The ENTRIES subparameter identifies the three files and the 
corresponding eRA entries that are to be copied to a sequential file on 
another disk volume. 

The VSEROI NONE and VSER02 NONE parameters are needed because 
these volumes contain portions of multivolume files, but the eRA's on these 
volumes are not used to recover additional entries. 
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Using RESETCAT: Resetting Catalog Entries 
When you define a catalog as recoverable, each volume owned by the catalog 
contains a catalog recovery area (CRA). The CRA contains duplicate in­
formation for catalog entries associated with that volume. You would most 
likely use RESETCA T when a recoverable catalog or one or more of its 
owned volumes cannot be accessed for some catastrophic reason, such as a 
dropped pack, a head crash, an accidently scratched pack or some similar 
disaster. If such an accident were to occur, you can restore the inaccessible 
volume(s) from a backup copy and execute RESETCAT. CRAs contain 
enough information to reset the catalog entries, VSAM files owned by that 
catalog can again be accessed correctly. 

Unlike EXPORTRA/IMPORTRA, RESETCAT is a one-step operation that 
enables you to recover your catalog without movement of data. RESETCA T 
does not check or process the data itself, only catalog, CRA, and VTOC 
VSAM entries are compared and reset. You are responsible for ensuring that 
the data is at the correct level for your use. 

If a VSAM volume becomes inaccessible, and a backup copy of the volume is 
used to restore the volume to a previous level, the volume and the catalog 
may no longer be synchronized. A LISTCRA (with the COMPARE option) 
can be run to see if there is a mismatch that requires RESETCAT to be run 
(see "LISTCRA: Analysis of Recoverable Catalogs" and 'Inaccessible 
Volume"). RESETCA T can now be used to synchronize the catalog with the 
volume. After access to the data has been regained, the files on that volume 
can be brought up to the current level by rerunning the jobs that were run 
after the backup was taken. 

If a recoverable catalog becomes unusable, run LISTCRA to help analyze the 
problem. Ifyou find you cannot run LISTCRA or if you can and find you 
are unable to access your data, restore the catalog volume. Then run 
RESETCA T to synchronize your catalog to its owned volumes. Ifvolumes 
have been added since the catalog backup was made, RESETCA T can be 
used to build these entries in the catalog from the volume's CRA. Ifvolumes 
have been deleted since the last backup, use DELETE SPACE (FORCE) to 
delete the volumes space entries in the catalog and delete the files that resided 
on those volumes that are now marked unusable by RESETCA T in the 
catalog. 

Ifyour catalog becomes unusable and no backup copy is available, you can 
use RESETCA T to recover all of your catalog entries: 

1. 	 If the unusable catalog is a user catalog, remove its catalog connector entry 
from the master catalog via EXPORT DISCONNECT and define a user 
catalog with the same name on a different volume. It must be defined with 
the RECOVERABLE attribute. Volumes owned by the unusable catalog 
should not be included as owned by the new user catalog. The DEFINE 
operation would flag this as an error condition because the volumes are 
already owned by a VSAM catalog. 

2. 	 Issue RESETCAT specifying (via CRAVOLUMES) all volumes owned by 
the previous catalog (including the unusable catalog's volume) for reset. 
Because the new catalog name is the same as the old catalog name, all 
entries in the specified CRAs will be added to the new catalog (including 
volume entries). 

If some external cause, such as a power failure, were to cause RESETCAT to 
fail, then you must restore the volumes being reset and rerun RESETCAT. It 
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RESETCA T Requirements 

Work File Space Requirements 

is advisable for you to have backup copies of your catalog and CRA 
volume(s) before you use RESETCAT. 

In planning to use RESETCAT, you should be aware of the following re­
quirements: 

• 	 The catalog being reset must be capable of being opened and it must have 
the RECOVERABLE attribute. It mayor may not have valid entries. 

• 	 You must always specify a catalog, other than the catalog being reset, to be 
a work catalog (WORKCAT). 

• 	 The CRAs must have been created by a recoverable catalog with the same 
name as the catalog being reset. 

• 	 The catalog must be extendable in the event that it becomes enlarged as a 
result of the reset operation. 

• 	 If the master catalog is password protected, the master password of that 
catalog is required. 

• 	 The master catalog may be reset while it is in use as a master catalog or it 
may be connected to the system as a user catalog. 

• 	 You need to use caution when using RESETCAT to recover accessibility 
of a volume that contains a portion of the multivolume file. Prior to 
issuing RESETCAT, compatible levels of volumes containing multivo­
lume files should be restored. See "Considerations for Multivolume Files" 
in this chapter for more details. 

RESETCAT requires a temporary work file for use as temporary storage 
while processing the command. The temporary work file is defined by 
RESETCAT and deleted at the end of command processing. The space 
required is suballocated from VSAM data spaces on the volumes assigned via 
WORKVOLUMES. IfWORKVOLUMES is not specified, the work catalog 
is searched for a relative record file default model. If one is found, the work 
file is built on the volume(s) specified in the volumes list of the default model, 
otherwise, processing will terminate. Under normal conditions (no exten­
sions) the amount of work file space required will be no larger than the 
resultant catalog. You can determine this by a LlSTCAT listing of that 
catalog. 

If the catalog must be extended as a result of RESETCAT processing, (this 
may occur when the catalog is restored at a lower level than its owned vol­
umes), enough work file data space must be provided to allow for this exten­
sion. 

Considerations for Multivolume Files 

The contents of a volume's CRA depend on the types of files the volume 
contains. It is important for you to understand on which CRA the catalog 
information resides for a particular object. "Catalog Recovery Area" in 
VSEj VSAM Programmer's Reference identifies by object type the location of 
theCRA. 

The primary CRA contains all of the catalog records necessary to describe 
the object. Hence, for an entry sequenced file on two volumes, the volume 
that contains the first part of the entry sequenced file contains all the records 
that describe the entry sequenced file (including its allocation on the second 
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volume). The second volume, a secondary CRA for this object, contains 
information that shows that the entry sequenced file is allocated on the 
second volume. If the second volume had an I/O error that rendered it 
useless and a previous version of that volume were restored, the present 
catalog information may be erroneous; that is, the catalog may reflect the 
file's extent on the second volume. Prior to issuing a RESETCAT command 
compatible levels of volumes containing multi-volume files should be re­
stored. RESETCA T would then be issued to reset the catalog to reflect the 
restored level of all files on all reset volumes. 

If in the above example, the second volume was restored and RESETCA T 
specified only that volume as a reset volume, the entry-sequenced file may be 
marked unusable for that volume and the space allocated to it would be 
either scratched or returned to the catalog for suballocation. The primary 
description is on the first volume, which was not indicated as one to reset. 
The description of the file used would be the description that currently 
resides in the catalog. If the file is defined differently on the second volume 
(e.g., extents don't match), the file is marked unusable for that volume and 
the allocated space marked free. 

For a multi-volume entry-sequenced file, a multi-volume key-sequenced file 
or an alternate index defined on a volume different from the file it is based 
on, minimizing the intersection of different multi-volume files on a common 
volume will permit better use of RESETCAT. 

When all volumes of a multivolume VSAM file, or structure, are not specified 
in the RESETCAT operation, the extent of checking depends on whether the 
primary CRA volume is specified for reset. If it is, all information in the 
catalog is replaced for the file concerned. For all volumes of the multivolume 
file whether specified or not, the following consistency checks are made by 
RESETCAT: 

• 	 Check the current catalog (if the volume is not specified) or the CRA (if 
the volume is specified) to ensure that the file is defined on the volume. 

• 	 Check the file specified on each volume. Was it defined at the same time 
as the one specified in the primary CRA? 

• 	 Check the extents described on the volumes. Are they still allocated to the 
multivolume VSAM file? 

Although the above file checks guarantee that the catalog physically de­
scribes a file correctly, these checks cannot guarantee that the level of data in 
the file is at a consistent level. For instance, if a multivolume key-sequenced 
file was defined with the data on one volume and the index on another, the 
same define-time would be associated with both. If, over some time, several 
additions, deletions, and updates were made without causing an extension of 
the file, RESETCAT would be unable to distinguish among different combi­
nations of volumes taken from this time period. Since the index contains 
direct VSAM pointers to the data, an inconsistent combination may cause 
errors. 

If the primary CRA volume is not specified for reset, the scope of checking is 
limited to volumes specified in the reset. The current catalog is checked to 
ensure that the current catalog entry describes the part of the file on the reset 
volume. Hence, only verification (no reset) occurs for these partial en­
tries. The check ensures that the part of the file on the reset volume resides in 
the same physical place as described in the current catalog and is part of the 
same definition as the file described in the current catalog. RESETCAT 
cannot guarantee that the level of data in the file is at a consistent level 
among different volumes. 
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RESETCA T Job Control 

The catalog being reset is specified in the CATALOG parameter of the 
RESETCA T command. The catalog in which the work file is defined is 
specified in the WORKCAT parameter. 

The WORKVOLUMES parameter provides a volume to define a temporary 
VSAM file. IfWORKVOLUMES is not specified, the work catalog is 
searched for a relative record file default model. Ifone is found, the work file 
is built on the volume(s) specified in the volumes list of the default model, 
otherwise, processing will terminate. 

The following example resets the user catalog "RESET. CAT" for the volume 
U2314G. This job might be run because the volume U2314G was destroyed 
and a previously copied version of the volume has been restored. At the 
completion of the reset operation the user catalog will correctly describe the 
files on the restored version of U2314G. U2314H is the second volume of 
some multi-volume files starting on U2314G. This volume may be needed 
when resetting information in the catalog pertaining to the multi-volume 
files. 

II JOB RESET A CATALOG 
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

RESETCAT­
CATALOG (RESET.CAT/MRPASS)­
CRAVOLUMES«U2314G ALL) (U2314H NONE))­
WORKCAT(USER.CAT2/UPPASS2)­
WORKVOLUMES(U2314J/WKPASS)­
IGNORE 

1* 
1& 

The next example resets the user catalog "UCAT I" for volume 333002. The 
WORKVOLUMES parameter has been omitted; therefore, the work catalog 
is searched for a relative record file default model. If one is found, the work 
file is built on the volume(s) specified in the volumes list of the default model; 
otherwise processing will terminate. (The user must have provided a relative 
record file default in the catalog.) 

II JOB RECOVER 
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

RESETCAT­
CATALOG(UCATl/MASTER) ­
CRAVOLUMES«333002 ALL) (333001 NONE)) ­
WORKCAT (MASTCAT/MCATMRPW) ­
MASTERPW(MCATMRPW) ­
IGNORE 

1* 
1& 

Verifying a File's Accessibility 
You can use the VERIFY command to protect data when a file was not 
closed successfully the last time it was processed. Access Method Services 
investigates whether an entry-sequenced file, a relative-record file, or both 
the data and index of a key-sequenced file or alternate index were properly 
closed. You cannot verify a path defined over an alternate index, but you can 
verify a base cluster using a NOUPDATE path defined directly over the base 
cluster. This prevents unnecessary allocation of the upgrade set, if one exists. 

If the user has started loading into a file with the RECOVERY option (see 
DEFINE CLUSTER) then the VERIFY command can be used to save the 
file from reload. If, however, SPEED was used, VERIFY will not help since 
preformatting is not done. A reload of the file is required if a failure occurs 
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during file load with SPEED option. Note that if a VSAM file is extended 
(due to resume loading, adding records, etc.) VSAM always extends in 
RECOVERY mode. Thus VERIFY can be used to recover from a CLOSE 
failure. 

The end of the data or of the index of a file is indicated by the end-of-file 
indicator and by information in the component's catalog entry. If a file is 
divided into key ranges, the end of each key range is indicated by an end-of­
file indicator. The end may be improperly indicated in the catalog if an error 
prevented VSAM from closing the file. VERIFY closes the file and modifies 
the catalog entry, if necessary, to correspond with the file. This ensures that 
your data will not be overwritten inadvertently at a later date. 

If a VSE failure occurs before the file is closed (that is, before your program 
issues CLOSE or TCLOSE), the file's catalog entry may not be updated, and 
therefore the entry may contain obsolete end-of-file information. The file's 
real end-of-file indicators are written in the file, but are not reflected in its 
catalog entry. 

When this file is opened (first OPEN after system failure, for example), 
VSAM Open sets a "file improperly closed" return code. When the file is 
closed, VSAM Close resets the "file improperly closed" indicator but does 
not update erroneous catalog information that resulted from the system 
failure. Subsequently, when the file is opened a second time, the end-of-file 
information in its catalog entry is erroneous, but VSAM Open sets the "file 
opened correctly" return code. When your program attempts to process 
records beyond the point that the catalog indicates is the end of the file, a "no 
record found," "invalid RBA," or "end-of-data" error results. Execution of 
the VERIFY command before the file is opened a second time ensures that 
the catalog end-of-file information agrees with the end-of-file indicator in the 
file's data component. The following example shows how you can close the 
file and correct the end-of-file information in the catalog by issuing the 
VERIFY command. 

II JOB VERIFY END-OF-FILE 
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

LISTCAT ENTRIES (CREDITS) ­
ALL 

VERIFY DATASET (CREDITS) 
LISTCAT ENTRIES (CREDITS) ­

ALL 
1* 
1& 

CREDITS is the name of the object whose entry is to be listed and verified. 
The first LISTCAT command lists the file's catalog entry, showing the file's 
parameters as they were when the file was last closed. 

The VERIFY command updates the file's catalog entry to show the file's real 
end-of-file indicator(s). 

The second LISTCA T command lists the file's catalog entry again. This time 
it shows the point at which processing stopped due to system failure. This 
information should help you determine how much of your data was added 
correctly before the system failed. 
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Chapter 3: Access Method Services Commands 

This chapter sets out the functional and modal command formats. Each 
command format is shown, followed by a discussion of each parameter. 

Functional Command Format 
This section provides complete reference information about all functional 
commands of Access Method Services. The commands discussed in the 
section are: 

• 	 ALTER command, which is used to alter attributes of files and other 
objects that have already been defined. 

• 	 BLDINDEX command, which is used to build one or more alternate 
indexes over a base cluster. 

• 	 CANCEL command, which allows you to cancel either the current job or 
job step. 

• 	 DEFINE ALTERNATEINDEX command, which is used to define an 
alternate index. 

• 	 DEFINE CLUSTER command, which is used to derme a cluster for a 
key-sequenced, entry-sequenced, or relative-record file. 

• 	 DEFINE MASTER CAT ALOG command, which is used to define the 
master catalog. 

• 	 DEFINE NONVSAM command, which is used to derme a catalog entry 
for anonVSAM file. 

• 	 DEFINE PATH command, which is used to define a path directly over a 
base cluster or a path over an alternate index and its related base cluster. 

• 	 DEFINE SPACE command, which is used to define a VSAM data space. 

• 	 DEFINE USERCATALOG command, which is used to derme a VSAM 
user catalog. 

• 	 DELETE command, which is used to delete files and other objects, includ­
ing catalogs and non VSAM files. 

• 	 EXPORT command, which is used to create a portable copy ofVSAM 
files and to disconnect user catalogs. 

• 	 EXPORTRA command, which is used to recover VSAM catalog entries 
from catalog recovery areas and, for VSAM clusters and alternate indexes, 
to recover the data itself by means of catalog recovery areas. 

IMPORT command, which is used to redefine and reload VSAM files 
from a portable copy and to connect user catalogs. 

• 	 IMPORTRA command, which is used to reconstruct multiple VSAM files 
from a file created by the EXPORTRA command. 

• 	 LISTCA T command, which is used to list catalog entries. 

• LISTCRA command, which is used to list or compare the contents of 
specified catalog recovery areas. 

• PRINT command, which is used to print both VSAM and non VSAM files. 

Chapter 3: Access Method Services Commands 3 -I 

L 



Notational Conventions 

• 	 REPRO command, which is used to copy and load both VSAM and 

nonVSAM files and VSAM catalogs. 


RESETCAT command, which is used to synchronize a recoverable catalog 
and its owned volumes. 

• 	 VERIFY command, which is used to verify and correct certain problems 
that have made your file unusable. 

A uniform system of notation describes the format of Access Method Services 
commands. This notation (that is, [], {}, I, ...) is not part of the language; it 
simply provides a basis for describing the structure of the commands. 

The command-format illustrations in this book use the following conven­
tions: 

• Brackets [ ] indicate an optional parameter. 

• 	 Braces {} indicate a choice; unless a default is indicated, you must choose 
one of the entries. 

• 	 Items separated by a vertical bar (I) represent alternative items. No more 
than one of the items may be selected. 

• 	 An ellipsis ( ... ) indicates that multiple entries of the type immediately 
preceding the ellipsis are allowed. In examples, an ellipsis may indicate 
that entries not relevant to the examples have been omitted. 

• 	 Underscored type indicates a default option. If the parameter is 
omitted and none is implied by the presence of another parameter in the 
set, the underscored value is assumed. 

• 	 Other punctuation (parentheses, commas, spaces, etc.) must be entered as 
shown. A space is indicated by f>. 

• 	 UPPER CASE type indicates the exact characters to be entered. Such 
items must be entered exactly as illustrated (in upper case). 

• 	 Italic type specifies fields to be supplied by the user. 
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ALTER 

The ALTER command is used to change attributes in catalog entries. To 
alter an entry, you need to supply its name and the attributes to be altered. 
For example, using this command you can change the name and passwords 
of an object. Any attributes not explicitly specified remain as they were 
originally defined or last altered. 

A key-sequenced file and alternate index consist of three components: an 
index and data component and the cluster entry itself. An entry-sequenced 
and relative-record file consist of two components: a data component and the 
cluster entry. Most attributes of a file are associated with its data or index 
components. Only retention period, owner ID, and cluster protection attri­
butes are associated with the cluster entry itself; if you specify the cluster 
name in the entryname parameter, only these attributes can be changed. If 
you specify the cluster name to alter any attribute not directly associated with 
the cluster entry, the ALTER request is terminated and an error message is 
issued. The opposite is also true; if you specify a data or index component 
name and attempt to alter an attribute directly associated with the cluster 
entry, your ALTER command is terminated and an error message is issued. 

You must specify the explicit data or index component name in order to alter 
any of the remaining attributes such as shareoptions, bufferspace, writecheck, 
the data or index protection attributes, etc. It is recommended, therefore, that 
you specify data and index component names at DEFINE time in order to 
facilitate the use of the ALTER command. Otherwise, you will have to use 
the long, system-generated names. Use the LISTCAT command to determine 
the system-generated names of the data and index components. 

Catalog Entry-Types That Can Be Altered 

Figure 3-1 lists all the ALTER parameters and the entry-types to which each 
parameter applies. For example, you can specify a new value for the AT­
TEMPTS parameter for all entry-types except the nonVSAM entry. 

See "Using ALTER: Altering Catalog Entries" and Example 7 in "Appendix 
A: Sample Job Streams" for a discussion of ALTER functions and examples. 
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Type of Catalog Entry 

ALTER Parameters Alternate Index 

DATA INDEX 

ADDVOLUMES X X 

ATTEMPTS X X X 

AUTHORIZATION X X X 

BUFFERSPACE X 

CODE X X X 

CONTROLPW X X X 

ERASE X 

EXCEPTION EXIT X X 


FOR X 

FREESPACE X 

INHIBIT X X 

KEYS X X 

MASTERPW X X X 


NEWNAME X X X 


NOERASE X 

NONUNIQUEKEY X 

NOUPDATE 


NOUPGRADE X 


NOWRITECHECK X X 

NULLIFY X X X 


AUTHORIZATION X X X 


CODE X X X 


CONTROLPW X X X 


EXCEPTION EXIT X X 


MASTERPW X X X 


MODULE X X X 


OWNER X X X 


READPW X X X 


RETENTION X 


STRING X X X 

UPDATEPW X X X 


OWNER X X X 


READPW X X X 


RECORDSIZE X X 

REMOVEVOLUMES X X 

SHAR EOPTI ONS X X 

TO X 

UNINHIBIT X X 


UNIQUEKEY X2 


UPDATE 


UPDATEPW X X X 

UPGRADE X3 


WRITECHECK X X 


1 You cannot alter a catalog's data or index component entries. 

2 The data component must be empty. 

3 The alternate index must be empty. 

Cluster MCATI
PATH NonVSAM

UCATIDATA INDEX 

X X 


X X X X X 

X X X X X 


X X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X 


X 


X X 


X X X 


X 


X X 


X X X 

X X X X X 


X X X X X 


X 


X 


X X 


X X X X X 


X X X X X 


X X X X X 


X X X X X 


X X 
 .j
X X X X X 


X X X X X 


X X X X X 


X X X X X 


X X X 


X X X X X 


X X X X X 


X X X X X 


X X X X X 


X X X 

X X 


X X 

X X X 


X X 


X 


X X X X X 


X X 


Note: The "X" indicates you can respecify the value or attribute for the above type ofVSAM catalog entry. 

Figure 3-1. ALTER Parameters and the Entry-Types to Which Each Applies. 
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ALTER Parameters: Summary 

The format of the ALTER command is: 

ALTER 	 entryname [ / password] 

[ADDVOLUMES ( volser [1) volser • •• ] ) ] 

[ATTEMPTS ( number) ] 

[AUTHORIZATION ( entrypoint [ 1) string] ) ] 

[BUFFERSPACE(~ze)] 

[CATALOG ( catname [/ password ](·1:_1) ] 

[CODE ( code) ] 

[CONTROLPW ( password) ] 

[ERASE INOERASE] 

[EXCEPTIONEXIT(mname)] 

:;t::IIIf;~111.11 
[FREESPACE ( cipercent [ 1) capercent ] ) ] 

[KEYS ( length 1) offset) ] 

[MASTERPW ( password) ] 

[NEWNAME ( newname ) ] 

[NULLIFY 


([AUTHORIZATION(MODULEISTRING)] 

[CODE] 

[CONTROLPW] 

[EXCEPTIONEXIT] 

[MASTERPW] 

[OWNER] 

[READPW] 

[RETENTION] 

[UPDATEPW] ) ] 


[OWNER ( ownerid ) ] 

[READPW ( password) ] 

[RECORDSIZE ( average1) maximum) ] 

[REMOVEVOLUMES ( volser [1) volser ••• ] ) ] 

[SHAREOPTIONS ( value [1) reserved] ) ] 

[TO ( date) IFOR ( days) ] 

[UNINHIBITIINHIBIT] 

[UNIQUEKEYINONUNIQUEKEY] 

[UPDATE INOUPDATE] 

[UPDATEPW ( password) ] 

[UPGRADE INOUPGRADE] 

[WRITECHECKINOWRITECHECK] 


Note: Ignore the shaded parameters if you are using the job control simplification introduced in 
Release 2. The shaded parameters are included for the convenience of users who are using the 
Release I method ofjob control (see Appendix J for their explanation). 

Most of the ALTER parameters are the same as those of the DEFINE 
command. They can be divided into the following categories: 

Name, which specifies: 

• The entry to be altered (entryname). This parameter is required. 

• A new name for the entry (NEWNAME). 

• The catalog containing the entry to be altered (CATALOG). 

Data organization, which specifies: 

• The length and offset of the key-field (KEYS). 
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ALTER Parameters 

• 	 How a path is to be accessed (UPDATE, NOUPDATE). 

• 	 Whether an alternate index is to be kept up to date with its base cluster 

(UPGRADE, NOUPGRADE). 


• 	 Whether an alternate key may belong to more than one data record in the 
base cluster (UNIQUEKEY, NONUNIQUEKEY). 

Allocation, which specifies: 

• 	 The amount of free space to be left in control intervals and control areas 
(FREESPACE) 

• 	 The amount ofbufTer space to be provided (BUFFERSPACE). 

• 	 That additional volumes are to be added and removed from the list of 

candidate volumes (ADDVOLUMES, REMOVEVOLUMES). 


I · The length of records (RECORDSIZE). 

Protection and integrity, which specifies: 

• 	 Passwords (MASTERPW, CONTROLPW, UPDATEPW, READPW). 

• 	 The protection attributes to be nullified (NULLIFY). 

• 	 The type of access available to do certain types of operations 

(UNINHIBIT, INHIBIT). 


• 	 A prompting code (CODE) and number of attempts allowed to provide the 
correct password in response to prompting at the operator's console 
(ATTEMPTS). 

• 	 A user-supplied authorization verification routine (AUTHORIZATION). 

• 	 The owner of the alternate index (OWNER). 

• 	 A retention period (FOR, TO) and whether data is to be erased when an 
entry is deleted (ERASE, NOERASE). 

• 	 Whether write-check operations are to be performed as records are insert­
ed (WRITECHECK, NOWRITECHECK). 

• 	 The share options to be associated with an entry (SHAREOPTIONS). 

• 	 A user-supplied module to be given control when an exception occurs 

during processing (EXCEPTIONEXIT). 


entryname [/ password 1 
is a required parameter that names the object whose entry is to be altered 
and supplies the master password ifthe entry defines a password-protected 
object. Alternatively, the master password of the catalog that contains the 
entry can be specified in the CATALOG parameter. This parameter must 
be the first parameter following ALTER. 

If KEYS is not specified and if a data or index component entry is to be 
altered, the master password of the cluster, component, or catalog can be 
supplied. If KEYS is specified, the master password ofthe cluster or 
catalog (but not the component) can be supplied. 

If neither KEYS nor RECORDSIZE is specified, the entry that defines the 
object named is altered. 
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If KEYS or RECORDSIZE is specified, the entry being altered is as 

follows: 


• 	 If entryname names a path over an alternate index or a base cluster, the 
entry that defines the data component of the alternate index or base 
cluster, respectively, whichever is named in PATHENTRY in the path's 
definition. 

• 	 If entryname names an alternate index or a base cluster, the data 

component of the alternate index or base cluster, respectively. 


• 	 If entryname names a data component, the entry of that component. 

• 	 If entryname names an index component, an error condition results. 
(entryname can be specified for an index component only if neither 
KEYS nor RECORDSIZE is specified.) 

If any other parameters are specified with KEYS or RECORDSIZE, they 
will alter the same object as KEYS or RECORDSIZE. For example, if the 
master password is to be altered (and neither KEYS nor RECORDSIZE is 
specified) and the entryname names a base cluster, then the master pass­
word is altered at the cluster level only. If, however, KEYS or 
RECORDSIZE is also specified, the master password is altered for the 
base cluster's data component only. 

ADDVOLUMES ( valser [f> valser ••• ] ) 
specifies volumes to be added to the list of candidate volumes associated 
with the data or index component entry being altered. (A candidate 
volume is reserved for future use by VSAM.) See footnote. 

A volume serial number, valser, may contain one through six alphameric, 
national (@' #, and $), and special characters (commas, blanks, semico­
lons, parentheses, slashes, asterisks, periods, quotation marks, ampersands, 
plus signs, hyphens, and equal signs). Single quotation marks within a 
volume serial number must be coded as two single quotation marks. A 
volume serial number must be enclosed in single quotation marks if it 
contains a special character. For consistency with VSE job control, only 
alphameric characters should be used. 

Volumes to be added as candidate volumes must already be owned by the 
catalog that contains the entry being altered; that is, (a) space must have 
been dermed on a volume to be added via the DEFINE SPACE 
command, or (b) the volume must have been identified as a candidate 
volume in the DEFINE SPACE command. 

Abbreviation: A VOL 

ATTEMPTS ( number) 
changes the maximum number of times (0 through 7) the operator can try 
to enter a correct password in response to a prompting message. If 0 is 
specified, the operator is not prompted and is not allowed to enter a pass­
word from the console. In this case, ifthe password has not been supplied 
through the program, the file will not be opened for processing. This value 
can be expressed in decimal (n), hexadecimal (X'D'), or binary (B'n') form. 
See footnote. 

Note: Refer to Figure 3-1 for applicable entry-types to be altered. 
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Abbreviation: A TT 

AUTHORIZATION ( entrypoint [l)string 1 ) 
specifies (or changes) a user security verification routine (USVR). See 
footnote. 

entrYPoint - specifies the name of the user security verification routine. 

The name may contain one through eight alphameric, national (@' #, $), 

or special (hyphen and 12-0 overpunch) characters. The first character 

must be an alphabetic or a national character. entrypoint is the phase 

name that appears in the core image library. 


string - specifies up to 255 characters that are to be passed to the user 

security verification routine when it receives control to verify authoriza­

tion. The string must be enclosed in single quotation marks if it contains 

commas, semicolons, blanks, parentheses, or slashes. A single quotation 

mark within a string must be coded as two single quotation marks if the 

string is enclosed in single quotation marks. If the string is specified in 

hexadecimal, it must be preceded by X and enclosed in single quotation 

marks (X'string'). 


Abbreviation: AUTH 

BUFFERSPACE ( size) 
changes the minimum space to be provided for buffers. See footnote. 

The amount specified should be greater than or equal to the amount 

specified in the original definition. If the amount is less than was specified 

when the entry was defined, VSAM attempts to get enough space to 
 J
contain two data component control intervals and, if the file is key­
sequenced, one index component control interval. 

size - is the number of bytes to be provided for buffers. This value can be 

expressed in decimal (n), hexadecimal (X'n'), or binary (B'n') form. If the 

specified value is less than the amount VSAM requires, VSAM gets the 

amount it requires when the file is opened. 


Abbreviation: BUFSPC or BUFSP 

CATALOG ( catname [/ password 1 ) 
specifies the name of the catalog that contains the entry to be altered. You 
do not have to specify this parameter (unless it is needed for password 
specification) when the entry to be altered exists in the default catalog. 
(The default catalog is (1) the job catalog if one is being used, or (2) the 
master catalog.) 

catname - is the name of the catalog. 

password - specifies the master password of the catalog. If the entry to be 

altered is password-protected and the catalog is also password-protected, 

you can supply the proper password, either through this parameter or 

through the entryname parameter. Ifboth passwords are specified, the 

catalog password is used. 


Abbreviation: CAT 

J 

Note: Refer to Figure 3-1 for applicable entry-types to be altered. 
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CODE ( code) 
specifies a new code name for the object whose entry is being altered. See 
footnote. 

The code may contain one through eight EBCDIC characters. The code 
must be enclosed in single quotation marks if it contains commas, semico­
lons, blanks, parentheses, or slashes. If a single quotation mark appears 
within the code, it must be coded as two single quotation marks. Code 
may also be specified in hexadecimal (X'code') form. 

CONTROLPW ( password) 

specifies a new control password for the object whose entry is being al­

tered. See footnote. 


password - a one through eight EBCDIC character password. If the 
password contains commas, semicolons, blanks, parentheses, slashes, or 
asterisks, the password must be enclosed in single quotation marks. Single 
quotation marks within a password must be coded as two single quotation 
marks if the password is enclosed in single quotation marks. Password 
may also be coded in hexadecimal form (X'password'). 

Abbreviation: CTLPW 

IERASE I NOERASE 
specifies (or changes) whether or not the data component whose entry is 
being altered is to be erased (overwritten with binary zeros) when its entry 
in the catalog is deleted. See footnote. 

Abbreviations: ERAS and NERAS 

EXCEPTIONEXIT ( mname ), 
specifies (or changes) the name of the user module (Le., the phase name in 
the core image library) to be given control when an exception occurs 

, during the processing of the object whose entry is being altered. See 
footnote. 

Abbreviation: EEXT 

IFOR (see TO) 

FREESPACE ( cipercent [f) capercent] ) 
changes the amount of space that is to be left free after the initial load or 
any extension and after any split of control intervals (cipercent) and 
control areas (capercent) during sequential processing. See footnote. 

The amounts are specified as percentages which must contain only the 
numbers 0 to 100 expressed in decimal (n), hexadecimal (X'n'), or binary 
(B'n') form. 

Abbreviation: FSPC 

INHIBIT (see UNINHIBIT) 

Note: Refer to Figure 3-1 for applicable entry-types to be altered. 
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KEY S ( length'f> offset) 
changes the length and offset of the object's key-field. See footnote. 

If the entry being altered is an alternate index, offset applies to the alter­
nate key-field in the data records in the base cluster. For more informa­
tion, see entryname. 

Keys can be specified only if all of the following are true: 

• 	 The object whose entry is being altered is an alternate index, a path, a 
cluster, or a data component of an alternate index or key-sequenced 
cluster. 

• 	 The object whose entry is being altered contains no data records. 

• 	 The values for KEYS in the catalog must be default values. However, if 
nondefault keys are altered and the new value matches the old, process­
ing continues for any other parameters specified on the command. 

• 	 The key must fit within the record whose length is specified by the 
RECORDSIZE parameter. 

• 	 The key must fit in the first record segment of a spanned record. 

• 	 The new values for KEYS must not conflict with the control interval 
size specified when the object was defined. 

length'f> offset - specifies the length of the key-field (between 1 and 255), 
in bytes, and its displacement from the beginning of the data record, in 
bytes. You can express length and offset in decimal (n), hexadecimal 
(X'n'), or binary (B'n') form. 

MASTERPW ( password) 
specifies a new master password for the entry being altered. See footnote. 


See CONTROLPW f<v the definition of password. 


Abbreviation: MRPW 


NEWNAME(newname) 
specifies a new name for the entry being altered. See footnote. 

The new name may contain 1 to 44 alphameric characters, national char­
acters (@, #, and $), and two special characters (hyphen and 12-0 over­
punch). Names that contain more than eight characters must be segment­
ed by periods; one through eight characters may be specified between 
periods. The first character of any name or name segment must be either 
an alphabetic or a national character. 

Abbreviation: NEWNM 

NOERASE (see ERASE) 

NONUNIQUEKEY (see UNIQUEKEY) 

NOUPDATE (see UPDATE) 

NOUPGRADE (see UPGRADE) 

NOWRITECHECK (see WRITECHECK) 

Note: Refer to Figure 3-1 for applicable entry-types to be altered. 
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NULLIFY 
specifies that the protection attributes identified by the subparameters of 
NULLIFY are to be nullified. Any attribute specified in NULLIFY is 
nullified before attributes specified in other parameters take effect. Ifall 
levels of passwords are nullified and none are respecified, CODE, 
AUTHORIZATION, and ATTEMPTS no longer have any effect. You do 
not have to NULLIFY attributes that you are respecifying. See footnote. 

Abbreviation: NULL 

AUTHORIZATION (MODULE ISTRING) 
specifies that either the user authorization routine (MODULE) or the 
user authorization record (STRING) is to be nullified. See footnote. 

When MODULE is specified, the module name is removed from the 
catalog record, but the module itself is not deleted. If you nullify the 
user authorization module, the user authorization record (character 
string) is also nullified. If, however, you nullify the authorization 
record, the corresponding module is not nullified. 

Abbreviations: AUTH, MDLE, and STRG 

CODE 

specifies that the code name used for prompting is to be nullified. 


CONTROLPW 

specifies that the control password is to be nullified. 


Abbreviation: CTLPW 

EXCEPTIONEXIT 

specifies that the exception exit is to be nullified. 


Abbreviation: EEXT 

MASTERPW 
specifies that the master password is to be nullified. If a new master 
password is not specified and if other passwords exist, the highest-level 
existing password automatically becomes the master password. 

Abbreviation: MRPW 

OWNER 

specifies that the owner identification is to be nullified. 


READPW 

specifies that the read password is to be nullified. 


Abbreviation: RDPW 

RETENTION 
specifies that the retention period, specified in a TO or FOR parameter 
(of a DEFINE or ALTER command), is to be nullified. 

Abbreviation: RETN 

UPDATEPW 

specifies that the update password is to be nullified. 


Abbreviation: UPDPW 

Note: Refer to Figure 3-1 for applicable entry-types to be altered. 
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OWNER ( ownerid ) 
specifies the new owner identification of the entry being altered. See 
footnote. 

The ownerid may contain one through eight EBCDIC characters. The 
ownerid must be enclosed in single quotation marks if it contains a com­
ma, semicolon, blank, parenthesis, slash or slash/asterisk combination. If 
a single quotation mark appears within ownerid, it must be coded as two 
single quotation marks when the ownerid is enclosed in single quotation 
marks. Ownerid can also be expressed in hexadecimal form (X'ownerid'). 

READPW ( password) 
specifies a new read password for the object whose entry is being altered. 
See footnote. 

See CONTROLPW for the definition of password. 

Abbreviation: RDPW 

RECORDSIZE ( averagef> maximum) 
specifies the new average and maximum lengths for the data records in the 
object. See footnote. 

RECORD SIZE can be specified only if all of the following are true: 

• 	 The object whose entry is being altered is an alternate index, a cluster, a 
path, or a data component of a key-sequenced cluster or alternate index. 

• 	 The object whose entry is being altered contains no data records. 

• 	 The value for maximum RECORDSIZE in the catalog must be the J 
default value. However, if a nondefault value is altered and the new 
value matches the old, processing continues for any other parameters 
specified on the command. Refer to the DEFINE command (that 
defines the object) for the default value. 

• 	 The new maximum record length must be at least seven bytes less than 
control interval size, unless the record is a spanned record. 

• 	 The new record length must be large enough to contain all prime and 
alternate keys previously defined. 

• 	 For an alternate index, if NONUNIQUEKEY is specified, 
RECORDSIZE must account for the increased record size resulting 
from the multiple prime key pointers in the alternate index data record. 

If the object whose entry is being altered is an alternate index path, the 
alternate index itself is altered; if the path points directly to its base cluster, 
then the base cluster is altered. If the object whose entry is being altered is 
an alternate index, the alternate key must be within the limit specified by 
maximum. For more information, see entryname. 

Abbreviation: RECSZ 

REMOVEVOLUMES ( volser [f> volser ••• ] ) 
specifies volumes to be removed from the list of candidate volumes associ­
ated with the data or index component entry being altered. See footnote. 

Note: Refer to Figure 3-1 for applicable entry-types to be altered. 
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Volumes specified are removed after any new volumes are added to the 
volume list (by way of ADDVOLUMES). If a volume to be removed 
contains data that belongs to the entry being altered, the volume is not 
removed and an error message is issued. You cannot remove the recovery 
volume or the last (only) volume of a NOALLOCA TION file component 
even though the volume is indicated as a candidate. 

See ADDVOLUMES for information on how to code vo/ser. 

Abbreviation: RVOL 

SHAREOPTIONS ( value [f) reserved] ) 
specifies a new share-option value for a file (data or index component ofa 
cluster or alternate index.) A file's SHAREOPTIONS values cannot be 
altered if the file is currently open for another program. See footnote. 

value - indicates the degree of file sharing allowed: 

specifies that any number of users on one or more VSE systems can 
read the file, or a single user can write to the file. 1 is the default value. 

2 
specifies that any number of users on one or more VSE systems can 
read the file, and a single user can also write to the file. 

3 
specifies that any number of users on one or more VSE systems can 
both read and write to the file. 

4 
specifies that any number of users on a single VSE system can read and 
write to the file, and any number of users on one or more other VSE 
systems can read the file, that is, only one VSE system has write access 
to the file, all other systems have read only access. 

reserved - for OSjVS compatibility only. The valid OSjVS values are 3 
and 4. 

Abbreviation: SHR 

TO ( date) IFOR ( days) 
specifies the new retention period for the entry being altered. See footnote. 

TO ( date) 
specifies the new date until which the entry is to be kept. The date has 
the form yyddd, where yy (00 through 99) is the year and ddd (001 
through 366) is the day. If you specify an invalid date, such as (99999), 
VSAM returns a condition code of '0' even though the expiration date 
remains unchanged. 

FOR ( days) 
specifies the new number of days for which the entry is to be kept. If 
the number specified is 0 through 1830, the cluster is retained for the 
number of days specified; if the number is 1831 through 9999 
(maximum), the cluster is retained through the year 1999. This value 

Note: Refer to Figure 3-1 for applicable entry-types to be altered. 
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can be expressed in decimal (n), hexadecimal (X'n'), or binary (B'n') 
form. 

UNINHIBITIINHIBIT 
specifies whether the entry being altered can be accessed for any operation 
or for read operations only. See footnote. 

UNINHIBIT specifies that the read-only restriction set by a previous 

ALTER or EXPORT command is to be removed. INHIBIT specifies that 

the object defined by the entry being altered is only to be read. 


Abbreviations: UNINH and INH 

UNIQUEKEYI NONUNIQUEKEY 
specifies whether the alternate-key value can be found in more than one of 
the base cluster's data records. See footnote. 

UNIQUEKEY indicates that each alternate-key value is in one and only 

one data record in the base cluster. NONUNIQUEKEY indicates that an 

alternate key may be in more than one data record in the base cluster. 


UNIQUEKEY can be specified only for an empty data component of an 
alternate index, that is, one that contains no data records. 

The data component need not be empty in order to specify 

NONUNIQUEKEY. When NONUNIQUEKEY is specified, respecify 

the RECORDSIZE parameter to account for the increased record size 

resulting from multiple prime key pointers in the alternate index data 

record. Note that you may be required to rebuild the alternate index 

because RECORDSIZE can only be specified for an empty file. 
 J 
Abbreviations: UNQK and NUNQK 

UPDATE INOUPDATE 
specifies whether or not the upgrade set belonging to the base cluster ofthe 
path is to be updated. See footnote. 

Abbreviations: UPD and NUPD 

UPDATEPW ( password) 
specifies a new update password for the object whose entry is being al­
tered. See footnote. 

See CONTROLPW for the definition of password. 

Abbreviation: UPDPW 

UPGRADE INOUPGRADE 
specifies whether VSAM is to keep the alternate index up to date with its 
base cluster or you assume responsibility to do so. See footnote. 

UPGRADE indicates that whenever a change to the base cluster (other 

than through control interval access) calls for updating the alternate index, 

VSAM is to do it. If NOUPGRADE is specified, you are responsible for 

maintaining the alternate index. 


Note: Refer to Figure 3-1 for applicable entry-types to be altered. 
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If the base cluster is open when the ALTER command is issued, the 
UPGRADE or NOUPGRADE attribute is not effective until the next 
open of the base cluster that creates a new set of control blocks. 

UPGRADE can be specified only for an empty alternate index, that is, one 
that is defined but not built. NOUPGRADE can be specified for an 
alternate index at any time. 

Abbreviations: UPG and NUPG 

WRITECHECKINOWRITECHECK 
specifies whether to check the data transfer of records written in the object. 
See footnote. 

Abbreviations: WCK and NWCK 

Note: Refer to Figure 3-1 for applicable entry-types to be altered. 
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BLDINDEX 


The BLDINDEX command (BIX) is used to build one or more alternate 
indexes over a base cluster. Both the alternate index and the base cluster 
must have been previously defined as related to each other by a path, and the 
base cluster must have been loaded. The base cluster over which the alternate 
index is built must contain either an entry- or a key-sequenced file, and this 
file cannot be reusable. See "Building an Alternate Index" and Example 8 in 
"Appendix A: Sample Job Streams" for a discussion ofBLDINDEX func­
tions and examples. 

The format of the BLDINDEX command is: 

I BLDINDEX INDATASET ( entryname [/ password] ) 

\ •••I.I.tn·._~:,~ 
OUTDATASET ( entryname [/ password] ••• ) 

IIIrn~I("::~:%'.$§.I!:'li:~:~:;~:::~!~~ 
[CATALOG ( catname [/ password] ) ] 

ii_.~I·_:~I_.I~;~] 
[WORKVOLUMES ( vo/ser ••• ) ] 

Note: Ignore the shaded parameters if you are using the job control simplification introduced in 
Release 2. The shaded parameters are included for the convenience of users who are using the 
Release 1 method ofjob control (see Appendix J for their explanation). 

BLDINDEX Parameters 

CATALOG ( catname [/ password] ) 
specifies the name and the update password, if required, of the catalog in 
which sort work files are to be defined if an external sort is performed. 
(See "Building an Alternate Index" for a discussion of sorting.) 

CATALOG is required only when the catalog is password protected. 

Abbreviation: CAT 

EXTERNALSORTIINTERNALSORT 
specifies whether an external or internal sort is to be performed. 

Abbreviations: ESORT, ISORT 

Default: INTERNALSORT 

INDATASET ( entryname [/ password 1 ) 
specifies the entryname of (a) the base cluster or (b) the path that points to 
the base cluster. The entry must be in the default catalog. If the base 
cluster is password protected, you may give anyone of its passwords. Ifa 
path over the base cluster is specified, the password must be that of the 
path. This parameter is required. 

Abbreviation: IDS 
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OUTDATASET ( entryname [/ password] •••• ) 

L-
specifies the entryname of the alternate index or the path that points to the 
alternate index. If the alternate index is password protected, you must give 
its update or higher-level password. Ifa path over the alternate index is 
specified, the password must be that of the path. More than one alternate 
index may be built simultaneously by specifying multiple entryname 
subparameters. The entries must be in the default catalog. This parameter 
is required. 

Abbreviation: ODS 

WORKVOLUMES ( vo/ser [ vo/ser • •• ] ) 
specifies up to ten volume serial numbers on which to suballocate space for 
two work files if an external sort is to be performed. Ifenough storage 
space is available, BLDINDEX performs an internal sort, and volumes for 
the work files are not necessary. You can omit this parameter if an entry­
sequenced file default model exists in the catalog. In this case, the needed 
volume(s) are selected from the volume list of the default model. The sort 
work files are deleted by BLDINDEX prior to the end of processing the 
command. 

Abbreviation: WVOL 
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ICANCEL 


ICANCEL Parameters 

The CANCEL command allows you to cancel either the current job or job 
step. You can use this command along with the modal commands, 
IF-THEN-ELSE, to conditionally terminate the current job or job step. If 
Access Method Services was invoked through a subroutine call, the invoker 
will receive control with a code of 16 in register 15. The CANCEL command 
will issue an appropriate termination message. 

The format of the CANCEL command is: 

ICANCEL I{STEPIJOB} 

STEP 
specifies that the current job step is to be canceled. STEP is the default. 

JOB 
specifies that the current job is to be canceled. 
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DEFINE ALTERNATEINDEX 


The DEFINE ALTERNATEINDEX command (DEF AIX) defmes and 
relates an alternate index to an existing VSAM file (base cluster). The base 
cluster over which the alternate index is built may contain either an entry- or 
a key-sequenced file. An alternate index cannot be built over a relative­
record file, another alternate index, a catalog, or a reusable or empty cluster. 
The alternate index is built using the BLDINDEX command and kept up to 
date, if desired, by VSAM. An alternate index is a spanned, key-sequenced 
file. See "Defining an Alternate Index" and Example 8 in "Appendix A: 
Sample Job Streams" for examples and more information. 

The format of the DEFINE ALTERNATEINDEX command is shown 
below. Note that the organization of the command consists of three group­
ings. These groupings are referred to as levels in this book; note that some 
parameters appear in more than one level. (The optional CATALOG param­
eter stands alone; it does not belong to any level.) 

Alternate Index Level 

DEFINE ALTERNATEINDEX 
( 

NAME ( entryname ) 
[ATTEMPTS ( number) ] 
[AUTHORIZATION ( entrypoint [Dstring])] 
[BUFFERSPACE ( size) ] 
[ CODE ( code) ] 
[CONTROLINTERVALS I ZE ( size) ] 
[CONTROLPW ( password) ] 

[CYLINDERS ( primary [D secondary] ) I t 
BLOCKS ( primary [D secondary] ) I t 
RECORDS ( primary [D secondary] ) I t 
TRACKS ( primary [D secondary] ) ] t 

[ERASE INOERASE] 
[EXCEPTIONEXIT ( mname ) ] 
[FILE ( dname ) ] t 
[FOR ( days) ITO ( date) ] 
[FREESPACE ( cipercent [D capercent] ) ] 
[IMBED INOIMBED] 
[KEYRANGES ( ( lowkeYD highkey ) 

[D ( lowkeYD highkey) __ • ] ) ] 
[ KEY S ( length D offset) ] 
[MASTERPW ( password) ] 
[MODEL ( entryname [ / password] 

[ D catname [ / password ]tl:;.I~::iJ ) ] 
[ORDERED IUNORDERED] 
[ OWNER ( ownerid ) ] 
[READPW ( password) ] 
[RECORDSIZE ( averageD maximum) ] 

t This parameter is required under certain conditions. See the following parameter explana­
tions or Appendix E for additional information. 

Note: Ignore the shaded parameters if you are using the job control simplification introduced in 
Release 2. The shaded parameters are included for the convenience of users who are using the 
Release I method ofjob control (see Appendix J for their explanation). 

(continued on next page) 
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Alternate Index Level (continued) 

[RECOVERY I SPEED] 

[RELATE ( entryname [/ password] ) ] t 

[REPLICATE I NOREPLICATE] 

[REUSE I NOREUSE] 

[SHAREOPTIONS ( value [I) reserved ] ) ] 

[UNIQUE I SUBALLOCATION I NOALLOCATION] 

[UNIQUEKEYINONUNIQUEKEY] 

[UPDATEPW ( password) ] 

[UPGRADE I NOUPGRADEj 

[USECLASS ( primary [I)secondary] ) ] 

[VOLUMES ( volser [I) vo/ser ••• ] ) 


IDEFAULTVOLUMES] 
[WRITECHECKINOWRITECHECK] 

Data Component Level 

[DATA 
( 

[ATTEMPTS ( number) ] 
[AUTHORIZATION ( entrypoint [I) string] ) ] 
[BUFFERSPACE ( size) ] 
[ CODE ( code) ] 
[CONTROLINTERVALSIZE ( size) ] 
[ CONTROLPW ( password) ] 
[CYLINDERS ( primary [I) secondary] ) I t 

BLOCKS ( primary [I) secondary] ) I t 
RECORDS ( primary [I) secondary] ) I t 
TRACKS ( primary [ I) secondary] ) ] t 

[ERASE I NOERASE] 

[EXCEPTIONEXIT ( mname ) ] 

[FILE ( dname ) ] t 

[ FREESPACE ( cipercent [I) capercent] ) ] 

[KEYRANGES ( ( lowkeyl) highkey ) 


[I) ( lowkeyl) highkey) ••• ] ) ] 
[ KEY S ( length I) offset) ] 
[ MASTERPW ( password) ] 
[ MODEL ( entryname [ / password] 

[ I) catname [ / password ] 11;;;I111';~;; ] ) ] 
[ NAME ( entryname ) ] 
[ORDERED I UNORDERED] 
[ OWNER ( ownerid ) ] 
[READPW ( password) ] 

t 	 This parameter is required under certain conditions. See the following parameter explana­
tions or Appendix E for additional information. 

Note: Ignore the shaded parameters if you are using the job control simplification introduced in 
Release 2. The shaded parameters are included for the convenience of users who are using the 
Release I method ofjob control (see Appendix J for their explanation). 

(continued on next page) 
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Data Component Level (continued) 

[RECORDSIZE( averagef) maximum )] 

[RECOVERY ISPEED] 

[REUSE INOREUSE] 

[SHAREOPTIONS ( value [f) reserved] ) ] 

[UNIQUE ISUBALLOCATION INOALLOCATION] 

[UNIQUEKEYI NONUNIQUEKEY] 

[UPDATEPW ( password) ] 

[USECLASS(phma~[f)secondary])] 

[VOLUMES ( volser[ f) volser ••• ] ) I 
DEFAULTVOLUMES] 

[WRITECHECKINOWRITECHECK] 
) ] 

Index Component Level 

[ INDEX 
( 

[ATTEMPTS ( number) ] 

[AUTHORIZATION ( entrypoint [f) string] ) ] 

[CODE ( code) ] 

[CONTROLINTERVALSIZE ( size) ] 

[CONTROLPW ( password) ] 

[CYLINDERS ( primary [f) seconda~] ) I t 


BLOCKS ( primary [f) secondary] ) I t 
RECORDS ( primary [f) secondary] ) I t 
TRACKS ( primary [f) secondary] ) ] t 

[EXCEPTIONEXIT(mname)] 

[FILE ( dname) ] t 

[IMBEDINOIMBED] 

[MASTERPW ( password) ] 

[MODEL ( entryname [/ password] 


[f) catname [ / password ]:f.I;III~l ] ) ] 
[NAME ( entryname ) ] 
[ORDERED IUNORDERED] 
[OWNER ( ownerid) ] 
[READPW ( password) ] 
[REPLICATE I NOREPLICATE] 
[REUSE INOREUSE] 
[SHAREOPTIONS ( value [f) reserved] ) ] 
[UNIQUE ISUBALLOCATION INOALLOCATION] 
[UPDATEPW ( password) ] 
[USECLASS ( primary [f)secondary] ) ] 
[VOLUMES ( volser [f) volser ... ] ) I 

DEFAULTVOLUMES] 
[WRITECHECKI NOWRITECHECK] 

) ] 

E[CATALOG ( catname [/ password] . ~ r
t 	 This parameter is required under certain conditions. See the following parameter explana­

tions or Appendix E for additional information. 

Note: Ignore the shaded parameters if you are using the job control simplification introduced in 
Release 2. The shaded parameters are included for tho convenience of users who are using the 
Release I method ofjob control (see Appendix J for their explanation). 
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DEFINE ALTERNATEINDEX Parameters: Summary 

The parameters of the DEF AIX command can be divided into the following 
categories: 

Name, which specifies: 

• 	 The name of the alternate index (NAME) and; optionally, of its compo­
nents. This parameter is required. 

• 	 The name of the catalog in which the alternate index is to be defined 
(CATALOG). 

• 	 The name of the alternate index to be used as a model for this alternate 
index (MODEL). See "How to Use One Object as a Model for Another 
Object," in VSE/ VSAM Programmer's Reference for more information. 

• 	 The identity of the base cluster over which the alternate index is to be built 
(RELATE). This parameter is required except for default models. 

Data organization, which specifies: 

• 	 Whether an index record is to be written as many times as it will fit on a 
track (REPLICATE, NOREPLICATE). 

• 	 Whether the index's sequence-set records (the lowest level of the index) are 
to be placed with the data component of the alternate index (IMBED, 
NOIMBED). See "Optimizing VSAM's Performance" in VSE/VSAM 
Programmer's Reference for more information on the index options. 

• 	 The length and offset of the alternate-key field in the base cluster (KEYS). 

• 	 Whether the alternate index is to be reuseable (REUSE, NOREUSE). 

• 	 Whether the alternate-key value may belong to more than one data record 
in the base cluster (UNIQUEKEY, NONUNIQUEKEY). 

• 	 Whether VSAM is to upgrade the alternate index each time its base cluster 
is modified (UPGRADE, NOUPGRADE). 

Allocation, which specifies: 

• 	 The volume(s) used for space allocation (DEFAULTVOLUMES, VOL­
UMES). FILE must be specified to provide data space extents only if 
UNIQUE is specified. VOLUMES or DEFAULTVOLUMES can be 
specified at the alternate index level, data component level, or data and 
index component level. 

• 	 The amount of space to be allocated (BLOCKS, CYLINDERS, 
RECORDS, TRACKS). One ofthese parameters is required (unless 
MODEL is specified). 

• 	 Whether an alternate index is to reside in either a unique or previously­
defined data space (UNIQUE, SUBALLOCATION), or have no space 
allocated to it (NOALLOCA TION). 

• 	 The particular class of space to be suballocated to the alternate index 
(USECLASS). See "Data Space Classification" in VSE/ VSAM 
Programmer's Reference for more information. 

• 	 The percentage of free space to be distributed throughout the data compo­
nent of an alternate index (FREESPACE). 
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• 	 Whether the data is to be ranged by key across volumes (KEYRANGES) 
and, if so, whether the volumes are to be allocated in the order specified 
(ORDERED, UNORDERED). 

• 	 The space to be provided for buffers (BUFFERS PACE) and the size of 
control intervals (CONTROLINTERVALSIZE). 

• 	 The average and maximum lengths of data records in the alternate index 
(RECORDSIZE). 

Protection and integrity, which specifies: 

• 	 The passwords to be associated with the alternate index or its components 
(MASTERPW, CONTROLPW, UPDATEPW, READPW). 

• 	 A prompting code (CODE) and the number of attempts allowed to provide 
the correct password in response to prompting at the operator's console 
(ATTEMPTS). 

• 	 A user-supplied authorization verification routine (AUTHORIZATION). 

• 	 That a user-supplied module is to be given control when an exception 
occurs during alternate-index processing (EXCEPTION EXIT). 

• 	 The owner of the alternate index or component (OWNER). 

• 	 A retention period (FOR, TO) and whether the alternate index or data 
component is to be erased when its entry is deleted (ERASE, NOERASE). 

• 	 The share options to be associated with the alternate index or component 
(SHAREOPTIONS). 

• 	 Whether space is to be preformatted before data is initially loaded 
(RECOVERY, SPEED) and whether write-check operations are to be 
performed as records are inserted in the alternate index (WRITECHECK, 
NOWRITECHECK). 

DEFINE ALTERNATEINDEX Parameters 

ALTERNATEINDEX ( options) 
specifies that an alternate index is to be defined. ALTERN A TEIND EX is 
followed by the parameters specified for the alternate index as a whole; 
they are optionally followed by the DATA and/or INDEX parameters 
and their subparameters. 

Abbreviation: AIX 

ATTEMPTS ( number) 
specifies the maximum number of times (0 through 7) the operator can try 
to enter a correct password in response to a prompting message. If 0 is 
specified, the operator is not prompted and is not allowed to enter a pass­
word from the console. This value can be expressed in decimal (n), hexa­
decimal (X'n'), or binary (B'n'). This parameter only has an effect when 
the alternate index is password protected. 

Abbreviation: A TT 

Default: 2 

AUTHORIZATION ( entrypoint [D string] ) 
specifies that, in addition to passwords, you are supplying a USVR (user 
security verification routine) to check the authority of a processing pro-
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gram to access your alternate index (file). VSAM transfers control to the 
USVR only after the program trying to open the file gives a correct pass­
word other than the master password. (The USVR is always bypassed 
whenever a correct master password is specified.) See VSEj VSAM 
Programmer's Reference for more information. 

entrypoint - specifies the entry point of the USVR. The entry point may 
contain one through eight alphameric, national (@, #, and $ ), or special 
(hyphen and 12-0 overpunch ) characters. The first character must be an 
alphabetic or a national character. 

string - specifies up to 255 characters that are to be passed to the USVR 
when it receives control to verify authorization. The string must be en­
closed in single quotation marks if it contains commas, semicolons, blanks, 
parentheses, or slashes. A single quotation mark within a string must be 
coded as two single quotation marks if the string is enclosed in single 
quotation marks. If the string is specified in hexadecimal, it must be 
preceded by X and enclosed in single quotation marks (X'string'). 

Abbreviation: AUTH 

BLOCKS ( primary [fl secondary] ) 
specifies,for FBA devices only, the number of blocks to be allocated to the 
alternate index. Each block is a fixed size of 512 bytes. This parameter 
can be specified at either the alternate index level, the data component 
level, or at both the data and index component levels. Ifyou specify 
secondary allocation at the data component level, you should also specify 
it at the index component level. 

primary [fls e condary] - specifies the number of blocks to be made 
available for primary and secondary allocation. If secondary is specified, 
space for a component can be expanded to include a maximum of (I) 123 
extents or (2) 16 extents per volume for a reuseable file. For a component 
with the UNIQUE attribute, 16 extents are allowed per volume. Primary 
and secondary can be specified in decimal (n), hexadecimal (X'n'), or 
binary (B'n') form. 

Ifyou specify a primary or secondary value that does not coincide with a 
min-CA (track) boundary, VSAM will round it up to a value that equals a 
min-CA boundary. For example, if you specify BLOCKS (4020) for the 
3310, VSAM will round 40 up to 64 and 20 up to 32. 

A further consideration applies if you specify the UNIQUE parameter in 
the DEFINE ALTERNATEINDEX command. Data space is acquired 
concurrently with the DEFINE command via the 'beginning block' and 
'number of blocks' specification in the EXTENT statement. If the begin­
ning block does not coincide with a min-CA boundary, VSAM will round 
it up to the next min-CA boundary; if the ending block (beginning block 
plus number of blocks) does not coincide with a min-CA boundary, 
VSAM will round it down to the previous min-CA boundary. 

For example, if you specify 40 for the beginning block and 100 for the 
number of blocks for the 3310, VSAM rounds 40 up to 64 blocks and 139 
(40 + 100 - I = 139) down to 127. (The beginning block is 64: the ending 
block is 127.) Be aware that in some instances, after VSAM rounds the 
values you specified, zero space is the resultant allocation. For example, if 
you specify 40 as the "beginning block" value and 50 as the "number of 
blocks" value, VSAM will round 40 up to 64 as before. However when 
VSAM rounds the ending block value of 89 (40 + 50 - I = 89) down to the 
closest min-CA boundary, the value (63) is less than the beginning block 
value. Therefore, no data space is available for allocation. (Beginning 
block is 64: the ending block is 63.) 
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TRACKS or CYLINDERS cannot be specified for FBA devices; the 
RECORDS parameter is valid for FBA devices. For further information 
on min-CAs and FBA devices see "Min-CA, Max-CA" in VSE/ VSAM 
Programmer's Reference. 

Abbreviations: BLK or BLOCK 

BUFFERSPACE ( size) 
specifies the minimum space to be provided for buffers. Do not specify 
BUFFERSPACE at both the alternate index and the data component 
levels. See "I/O Buffer Space" in VSE/VSAM Programmer's Reference 
for more information. 

size - is the number of bytes to be provided for buffers. This value can be 
expressed in decimal (n), hexadecimal (X'n'), or binary (B'n') form. The 
size specified cannot be less than enough space to contain two data compo­
nent control intervals and one index component control interval. If you 
specify an insufficient value, the command terminates. 

Abbreviations: BUFSPC or BUFSP 

Default: If BUFFERSPACE is omitted, a default value is set in the cata­
log. This default value, the minimum amount of buffer space allowed by 
VSAM, is enough space for two data component control intervals and one 
index component control interval. 

CATALOG ( catname [/ password] ] ) 
identifies the catalog that contains the entry of the base cluster named in 
the RELATE parameter. You do not have to specify this parameter 
(unless it is needed for password specification) when the entry is to be 
defmed in the default catalog. (The default catalog is: (1) the job catalog, 
ifone is being used, or (2) the master catalog.) The alternate index is 
always cataloged in.the same catalog as its base cluster. 

catname - is the name of the catalog. 

password - specifies the catalog'S update or higher-level password. Ifno 
password is specified and the catalog is password protected, VSAM asks 
the operator for the correct password. If the base cluster's master password 
is not specified with the RELATE parameter, then the catalog's master 
password must be specified. 

Abbreviation: CAT 

CODE ( code) 
specifies a code name for the alternate index or component. If an attempt 
is made to access the alternate index without a password, the code name is 
used in a prompting message to the operator rather than the name ofthe 
alternate index. The operator can then provide the correct password. 

The code may contain from one through eight EBCDIC characters. The 
code must be enclosed in single quotation marks if it contains commas, 
semicolons, blanks, parentheses, or slashes. Ifa single quotation mark 
appears within the code, it must be coded as two single quotation marks. 
Code may also be specified in hexadecimal (X'code') form. 

If the alternate index or the component is password protected and CODE 
is not specified and an attempt is made to access the alternate index or 
component without supplying a password, the operator is prompted with 

Chapter 3: Access Method Services Commands: DEFINE ALTERNATEINDEX 3 -25 



the name of the alternate index or component. The operator can then 
provide the correct password. If the cluster's master password is not 
specified with the RELATE parameter, then the catalog's master password 
must be specified. 

CONTROLINTERVALSIZE ( size) 
specifies, in number of bytes, the size of the control intervals for the alter­
nate index or the component. You can specify this value in decimal (size), 
hexadecimal (X'size'), or binary (B'size') form. Note that it is usually 
undesirable to specify CONTROLINTERVALSIZE at the alternate index 
level because size will then apply to both the data and index components. 
Instead, specify the control interval size at the data component level and 
either specify a size at the index component level or better yet, let VSAM 
choose the index component size for you (which is based on the data 
component control interval size, control area size, and key length). 

The size of a control interval for a data component ranges from 512 to 
32,768 bytes; you must use a multiple of 512 when the size is between 512 
and 8192 bytes, and a multiple of 2048 when the size is between 8192 and 
32,768 bytes. In either case, the control interval size must be at least ten 
bytes greater than the average record size. The size of a control interval for 
an index component can be any multiple of512, up to 8192 bytes. If you 
code an improper multiple for size, VSAM selects the next higher multiple. 

IfCONTROLINTERVALSIZE is not coded, VSAM determines the size 
of control intervals as follows: ifyou specified a value for RECORDSIZE 
and the size of your data records permits, VSAM uses 2048 for the data 
component size and 512 for the index component size. If you did not 
specify RECORDSIZE, VSAM uses 4096 for the data component size. 

A file with a data component physical-record size other than .5, 1, 2,or 4K, 
or an index component control interval size other than .5, 1,2, or 4K 
cannot be directly processed by OS/VS; however, file portability between 
VSE and OS/VS can be retained via the EXPORT/IMPORT (or 
EXPORTRA/IMPORTRA) commands. 

See "Control Interval Size" in VSE/ VSAM Programmer's Reference for 
additional information on control intervals and physical-record sizes. 

Abbreviation: CNVSZ or CISZ 

CONTROLPW ( password) 
specifies a control password for the alternate index or component. The 
control password permits read and write operations using control interval 
access and all operations permitted by the update and read passwords. See 
"Passwords to Authorize Access" in the VSE/ VSAM Programmer's 
Reference for more information. 

password - is a one through eight EBCDIC character password. If the 
password contains commas, semicolons, blanks, parentheses, or slashes, 
the password must be enclosed in single quotation marks. Single quotation 
marks within a password must be coded as two single quotation marks if 
the password is enclosed in single quotation marks. Password may also be 
coded in hexadecimal form (X'password'). 

3 - 26 Using VSE/VSAM Commands and Macros 



Abbreviation: CTLPW 

CYLINDERS ( primary [is secondary] ) 
specifies the number of cylinders to be allocated. Either this parameter or 
the BLOCKS, TRACKS, or RECORDS parameter must be specified 
(unless you specified the MODEL parameter) whenever you are defming 
an alternate index-even when the alternate index has the attribute UNI­
QUE. Do not specify CYLINDERS or TRACKS for FBA devices or 
BLOCKS for CKD devices. This parameter can be specified at either the 
alternate index level, the data component level, or at both the data compo­
nent and index component levels. If secondary allocation is provided at 
the data component level, it should also be provided at the index compo­
nent level. 

The actual allocation is rounded upward to the nearest control area 
boundary. The control area size is equal to either 1) the lesser value of the 
primary or secondary allocation, or 2) the primary allocation value in the 
case where the secondary allocation is zero. In either case, the control area 
cannot exceed one cylinder. 

primary [is secondary ] - specifies the number of cylinders available for 
primary and secondary allocation. The amount(s) can be expressed in 
decimal (n), hexadecimal (X'n'), or binary (B'n') form. Ifsecondary is 
specified, space for a component can be expanded to include a maximum 
of 123 extents or 16 extents per volume for a reusable (dynamic) file. For a 
component with the UNIQUE attribute, 16 extents are allowed per vol­
ume. 

IfKEYRANGES is not specified and the data component is to be con­
tained on more than one volume, the primary value given above is allocat­
ed on one volume only (when the component is defined). When the 
component increases in size (due to secondary allocations) so as to extend 
on to additional volumes, the first allocation on each overflow volume is 
the primary value. IfKEYRANG ES is specified and the data component 
is to be contained on more than one volume, the primary value is immedi­
ately allocated on each volume required for the key ranges. 

The secondary value is allocated on all volumes on an as-needed basis 
regardless of the specification of KEYRANG ES. 

Abbreviation: CYL 

OAT A ( options) 
specifies attributes of the data component of the alternate index; if these 
attributes are specified for the alternate index as a whole, they are overrid­
den by the options specified in the DATA parameter. Ifa name is not 
specified for the data component, a name is generated and listed for it. 

IDEFAULTVOLUMES (see VOLUMES) 

ERASE INOERASE 
specifies whether the data component being defined is to be erased 
(overwritten with binary zeros) when its entry in the catalog is deleted. 

Abbreviations: ERAS and NERAS 

Default: NOERASE 
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EXCEPTIONEXIT(mname) 
specifies the name of the user module (i.e., the phase name in the core 
image library) to be given control when an exception occurs during proc­
essing of the alternate index or its components. An exception is any condi­
tion which causes a SYNAD exit to be taken. The user exception exit is 
taken before the SYNAD exit, if both are specified. 

An abnormal termination occurs if the exception exit is to be loaded but 
cannot be because it is not in the core image library. If it is in the core 
image library but the load operation fails because of insufficient virtual 
storage, VSAM ignores the exception exit. The SYNAD exit, if specified, 
is taken independently. 

Abbreviation: EEXT 

FILE ( dname ) 
specifies the filename of the DLBL job control statement that, together 
with an EXTENT statement, identifies the volumes to be used for space 
allocation. You must specify the FILE parameter only if you specify 
UNIQUE. The pertinent volumes must be mounted during the define 
operation. 

A FILE parameter must be specified for each unique component, individ­
ually or on the alternate index level. Ifboth components of an alternate 
index are unique and reside on separate volumes, a single FILE parameter 
may be specified at the alternate index level. This case requires one DLBL 
statement with EXTENT statements for each of the two components. You 
must specify allocation information in the EXTENT statement(s) that 
corresponds to a unique component. 

If both components are unique and reside on the same volume, FILE must 
be specified for both DATA and INDEX. In this case the components 
cannot share the same DLBL/EXTENT statements. Note that the sym­
bolic unit on the EXTENT statement is not required. \ 

I 

Note: This parameter explanation applies to the job control simplification introduced in 

Release 2. If you are using Release I job control, refer to the appropriate explanation in 
Appendix J. 

FOR ( days) I TO ( date) 
specifies the retention period for the alternate index. Ifneither TO nor 
FOR is specified, the alternate index can be deleted at any time. 

FOR ( days) 
specifies the number of days for which the alternate index is to be kept. 
If the number specified is 0 through 1830, the alternate index is retained 
for the number of days specified; if the number is 1831 through 9999 
(maximum), the alternate index is retained through the year 1999. This 
value can be expressed in decimal (n), hexadecimal (X'n'), or binary 
B('n') form. 

TO ( date) 
specifies the date until which the alternate index is to be kept. The date 
has the form yyddd, where yy (00 through 99) is the year and ddd (001 
through 366) is the day. 
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L 
FREESPACE ( cipercent [f) capercent 1 ) 

I specifies the amount of space that is to be left empty after the initial load 
or any extension and after any split ofcontrol intervals (cipercent) or 
control areas (capercent) during sequential processing. The empty space is 
available for data records that are subsequently updated and inserted into 
the file. The amounts are specified as percentages. The percentages, which 
must be equal to or less than 100, may be expressed in decimal (n), hexa­
decimal (X'n'), or binary (B'n'). However, even if 100% is specified, space 
for at least one record in a control interval and one control interval in a 
control area is provided. 

Abbreviation: FSPC 

Default: 0 percent. 

IMBED INOIMBED 
specifies whether the sequence set, the lowest level of the index, is to be 
placed with the data component. If IMBED is coded, the sequence-set 
record for each control area is written as many times as it will fit on the 
first track (min-CA) of the control area. If the control area is less than one 
cylinder (max-CA), inefficient utilization of file space can result. 

Abbreviations: IMBD and NIMBD 

Default: NOIMBED 

INDEX ( options) 
specifies attributes of the index component of the alternate index; if these 
attributes are specified for the alternate index as a whole, they are overrid­
den by the INDEX parameter. If a name is not specified for the index 
component, a name is generated and listed for the index component. 

Abbreviation: IX 

KEYRANGES ( ( lowkeyf) highkey) [f) ( lowkeyf) highkey) ••• 1 ) 
specifies that portions of the alternate index's data component are to be 
placed on different volumes. Each portion of the alternate index is called a 
key-range. 

The maximum number of key ranges is 123. Key ranges must be in as­
cending order, and aren't allowed to overlap. A gap can exist between two 
key ranges - you are not allowed to insert records within the gap. See 
VSE/VSAM Programmer's Reference for more information. 

The KEYRANGES parameter interacts with other DEFINE ALTERNA­
TEINDEX parameters. You should take care to insure that, when you 
specify KEYRANGES, the alternate index's other attributes can be 
satisfied. 

• 	 VOLUMES: There should be as many volume-serial-numbers in the 
vo/serlist as there are key ranges. When a volume serial number is 
duplicated in the vo/serlist, more than one key range is allocated space 
on the volume. When more than one key range is contained on a vol­
ume, UNIQUE cannot be coded for the alternate index's data compo­
nent. 

When there are more volumes in the vo/serlist than there are key 
ranges, the excess volumes are used for overflow records from any key 
range without consideration for key-range boundaries. 
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When there are fewer volumes in the vo/serlist than there are key 
ranges, the excess key ranges are allocated on the last volume 
specified-UNIQUE cannot also be specified. 

• 	 UNIQUE: When UNIQUE is specified, each key range resides on its 
own volume in its own VSAM data space. Other key ranges for the 
alternate index cannot also reside on the volume. 

• 	 ORDERED: There is a one-for-one correspondence between the vol­
umes in the vo/serlist and the key ranges: the first volume on the vol­
ume list contains the first key range, the second volume contains the 
second key range, and so on. If a volume cannot be allocated in the 
order specified by the vo/serlist, your alternate-index-definition job 
terminates with an error message. 

• 	 KEYS: The length of the key values must not exceed the key length 
specified in the KEYS parameter. 

The values low key and highkey can be I to 64 characters long or, if coded 
in hexadecimal, I to 128 characters long. All EBCDIC characters are 
allowed. Keys consisting of EBCDIC characters must be enclosed in single 
quotation marks if they contain commas, semicolons, blanks, parentheses, 
or slashes. A single quotation mark within a key must be coded as two 
single quotation marks if the key is enclosed in single quotation marks. If 
the key is specified in hexadecimal, it must be coded (X'key'). See 
VSEjVSAM Programmer's Reference for more information. 

/owkey - specifies the low key of the key range. If lowkey is shorter than 
the actual keys, it will be padded on the right with binary zeros. 

highkey - specifies the high key of the key range. If highkey is shorter 
*than the actual keys, it will be padded on the right with binary ones. 

KEYRANGES cannot be specified when REUSE is specified. 

Abbreviation: KRNG 

KEYS ( /engthfJ offset I 64 Q) 
specifies information about the alternate key-field in the base cluster's data 
record. 

lengthfJ offset - specifies the length of the key-field in bytes (between I 
and 255), and its displacement (offset) from the beginning of the base 
cluster's data record. The sum of length and offset cannot exceed the 
length of the shortest record nor the length of the first segment of a span­
ned record. These values can be expressed in decimal (n), hexadecimal 
(X'n'), or binary (B'n') form. 

Default: 64 0 

MASTERPW ( password) 
specifies a master password for the alternate index or component. If 
MASTERPW is not specified and if other passwords exist, the highest­
level existing password automatically becomes the master password. The 
master password allows all operations. See CONTROLPW for the defini­
tion of password. 

Abbreviation: MRPW 
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MODEL ( entryname [/ password 1 
[ f) catname [ / password 1 1) 

specifies that the catalog entry of an already-defined alternate index is to 
be used as a model for the entry being built. The already-defined alternate 
index can have space allocated to it or not. See "How to Use One Object 
as a Model for Another Object and Override System Defaults" in 
VSE/ VSAM Programmer's Reference for more information about 
MODEL. 

entryname - specifies the name of the entry to be used as a model. The 
entry to be used as a model must be of the same entry type as the entry 
being built. For example, if you are using this parameter at the data 
component level, the object used as a model must be a data component. 

password - specifies a password. If the alternate index or component 
whose entry is to be used as a model is password protected and is cataloged 
in a password protected catalog, either the alternate index's or 
component's password or its catalog's password is required. If both the 
entry password and the catalog password are specified, the catalog pass­
word will be used. If the protection attributes are to be copied, give the 
master password of either the model (following entryname) or the catalog 
(following catname). If the model's passwords are not to be copied, any 
password of either the model or its catalog can be used. 

catname - specifies the name of the catalog that contains the entry to be 
used as a model. This parameter is required if (1) you are going to specify 
the password of the catalog that defines the alternate index or component 
instead of specifying the password of the alternate index or component 
itself, or (2) the catalog is not the default catalog. (The default catalog is 
(1) the job catalog if one is being used, or (2) the master catalog.) 

Restrictions: Your job may be terminated because of allocation problems 
if you use the MODEL parameter and (1) specify a device type different 
from that specified for the model through the VOLUMES parameter, (2) 
change the length of keys through the KEYS parameter, (3) change the 
size of records, buffer space, or control intervals through the 
RECORDSIZE, BUFFERSPACE, or CONTROLINTERVALSIZE 
parameter, (4) change from UNIQUE to SUBALLOCATION, or vice 
versa, or (5) change the unit of allocation through the TRACKS, 
BLOCKS, CYLINDERS, or RECORDS parameter. 

If modeling causes the alternate index or component to be defined as 
unique, FILE must also be specified. 

NAME ( entryname ) 
specifies the name of the alternate index or component. NAME must be 
specified for the alternate index; it can optionally be specified for a data or 
index component. If no name is specified for a component, a name is 
generated and listed for you. If components are not named, you are 
obliged to give, in a subsequent ALTER command, the long system­
generated name. (This may be enough reason for you to specify the 
component name.) Because an alternate index, data component, and index 
component are individually named, they can be processed individually. 

The name may contain from 1 through 44 alphameric characters, national 
characters (@' #, and $ ), and special characters (hyphen and 12-0 over­
punch). Names containing more than eight characters must be segment-
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ed by periods; one through eight characters may be specified between 
periods. The first character of any name or name segment must be either 
an alphabetic or a national character. J 

NOALLOCATION 
indicates that no space allocation is to take place for this define. This 
allows you to create (a) a dynamic file (alternate index), (b) a model (default 
list ofparameters) that can be used for the future definitions of all alternate 
indexes, or (c) a model that can be used for the future definition of one or 
more specific alternate indexes. See VSE/ VSAM Programmer's Reference 
for more information on dynamic files and modeling. 

• 	 You create a dynamicfile (alternate index) by specifying the NOALLO­
CATION parameter together with REUSE. No space is suballocated to 
the dynamic file at define time, rather, the required space (specified 
with a space allocation parameter at define time) is suballocated to the 
file when VSAM opens it. 

When a dynamic file is closed, the file is reset to empty (high-used RBA 
set to 0, and all space is deallocated) if(1) the ACB specifies (a) 
PARMS=(CLOSDSP=DELETE) or (b) 
PARMS=(CLOSDSP=DATE) and the expiration date has been 
reached, or (2) the DLBL statement specifies DISP=(,DELETE) or 
DISP=(,DATE) and the expiration date has been reached. 

• 	 You create a default model for the future definitions ofall alternate 
indexes by specifying in this DEFINE command (a) the NOALLOCA­
TION parameter (b) a reserved entryname (DEFAULT.MODEL.AIX) 
and (c) the specific list of parameters that you want the model to have. 
The parameters in this model can be viewed as a system default because 
they effectively override the actual system default when the parameter 
is not explicitly specified. 

No data space is ever occupied by this type of model, it exists solely as 
an entry in a catalog. This also applies to any space allocation parame­
ters you specify with NOALLOCATION, VSAM uses them for space 
allocation in subsequent defines. 

• 	 You create a model that can be explicitly specified via the MODEL 
parameter for one or more specific alternate indexes by specifying in the 
DEFINE command (a) the NOALLOCATION parameter (b) an 
ordinary entryname, and (c) the specific parameters to be included in 
the model. 

This differs from the preceding case because here in this case you can 
have more than one model for alternate indexes. You use this type of 
model by specifying its entryname (instead of a reserved entryname) in 
the MODEL parameter ofa subsequent DEFINE ALTERNATEIN­
DEX command. 

In the case of default models, the BUFFERSPACE, RECORDSIZE, 
CONTROLINTERV ALSIZE, RELATE, or the 4 password parameters 
(READPW, etc.) are not modeled. 

Ifyou specify NOALLOCA TION for the data component of an alternate 
index, you must also specify it for the index component; you can, and 
normally would, specify it only at the alternate index level in which case it 
propagates to both the data and index component levels. 

Abbreviation: NAL 
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NOERASE (see ERASE) 

NOIMBED (see IMBED) 

NONUNIQUEKEY (see UNIQUEKEY) 

NOREPLICATE (see REPLICATE) 

NOREUSE (see REUSE) 

NOUPGRADE (see UPGRADE) 

NOWRITECHECK (see WRITECHECK) 

ORDERED IUNORDERED 
specifies whether volumes are to be used in the order in which they were 
listed in the VOLUMES parameter. If KEYRANGES is also specified, all 
of the records within the range specified by the first low-key /high-key pair 
are placed on the first volume specified in VOLUMES; all of the records 
within the second range are placed on the second volume; etc. If it is 
impossible to allocate volumes in the given order and ORDERED is 
specified, DEFINE processing is terminated. 

Abbreviations: ORD and UNORD 

Default: UNORDERED 

OWNER ( ownerid ) 
identifies the owner of the alternate index. The ownerid may contain one 
through eight EBCDIC characters. The ownerid must be enclosed in 
single quotation marks if it contains a comma, semicolon, blank, parenthe­
sis, or slash. If a single quotation mark appears within ownerid, it must be 
coded as two single quotation marks when the ownerid is enclosed in 
single quotation marks. Ownerid may also be coded in hexadecimal form. 
If specified in hexadecimal, it must be coded (X'ownerid'). 

READPW ( password) 
specifies a read password for the alternate index or component. The read 
password permits read operations. See CONTROLPW for the definition 
of password. 

Abbreviation: RDPW 

RECORDS ( primary [f> secondary] ) 
specifies the number of records for which space is to be allocated. If 
RECORDS is specified at the alternate index or data component level, the 
space must be large enough to include the index records or the file will not 
hold the expected number of data records. 

See the CYLINDERS parameter for the information and restrictions that 
apply to CKD devices. See the BLOCKS parameter for information on 
FBA devices. 

Abbreviation: REC 
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RECORDSIZE ( average'6 maximum) 
specifies the average and maximum lengths, in bytes, ofthe data record of 
an alternate index. RECORD SIZE (average) must account for five bytes 
of control information plus the length of the alternate key plus the length 
of at least one base cluster pointer (the length of a base cluster pointer is 
the length of the prime key for a key-sequenced file or the length of an 
RBA (always four bytes) for an entry-sequenced file). IfNONUNIQUE­
KEY is also used, RECORD SIZE must account for the increased record 
size resulting from the multiple prime key or RBA pointers in the alternate 
index data record. 

These values can be expressed in decimal (n), hexadecimal (X'n'), or 
binary(B'n'). The maximum record size cannot exceed control area size 
minus 10 bytes of control information for each control interval contained 
in the control area. 

Abbreviation: RECSZ 

Default: The default values 4086 and 32600 are used for the average and 
maximum record sizes. Default value 4086 overrides the data component 
CONTROLINTERVALSIZE default value of 2048. 

RECOVERY ISPEED 
specifies whether control areas allocated to the data component are to be 
preformatted before alternate-index records are loaded into them. The 
RECOVERY and SPEED parameters apply only to initial loading. 

When RECOVERY is specified or defaulted to, the data component's 
control areas are written with records that indicate end-of-file. When an 
alternate-index record is written into a control interval, it is always fol­
lowed by a record that identifies the just-written record as the last record 
in the alternate index. If the initial load fails, your program may be able to 
resume loading alternate index records after the last correctly written 
record. (because an end-of-file indicator identifies it as the last record; that 
is, no more alternate index records follow). The BLDINDEX, IMPORT, 
IMPOR TRA, and REPRO command do not provide the resume-loading 
capability. 

When SPEED is specified, the data component's space is not preformat­
ted. Its space might contain data records from a previous use of the space, 
or it might contain binary zeros; its contents are unpredictable. If the 
initial load fails, you must load the alternate-index records again from the 
beginning (because VSAM is unable to determine where your last correct­
ly written record is, VSAM can't find a valid end-of-file indicator when it 
searches your alternate-index records). 

When you specify or default to RECOVERY, your initial load takes 
longer because the control areas are written initially with end-of-file 
indicators, and again with your alternate-index records. When you specify 
SPEED, your initial load is quicker. 

You cannot use the VERIFY command to recover from a system failure 
that occured during the initial load of a file unless you specify or default to 
RECOVERY. 

Abbreviation: RCVY 

Default: RECOVERY 
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RELATE ( entryname [ /password] ) 
names the alt'ernate index's base cluster. The base cluster is an entry­
sequenced file or a key-sequenced file that the alternate index is to be 
organized over. This parameter is required except when you are defining a 
default model. 

entryname - names the base cluster - it must not refer to a relative record 
file or to a cluster with the REUSE or NOALLOCATION attribute. 

password - specifies the base cluster's master password. If the base cluster 
is password-protected, its master password is required. Alternatively the 
master password of the catalog in which the base cluster is defined may be 
specified in the CATALOG parameter. 

Abbreviation: REL 

REPLICATE INOREPLICATE 
specifies whether each index record is to be written on a track (min-CA) as 
many times as it will fit to reduce rotational delay and improve perfor­
mance. The sequence set is implicitly replicated if IMBED is specified, 
even if REPLICATE is not specified. 

Abbreviations: REPL and NREPL 

Default: NOREPLICATE 

REUSE INOREUSE 
specifies whether the alternate index can be opened repetitively as a new 
file, that is, with its high-used RBA set to O. When a reusable alternate 
index is opened for output, its high-used RBA is set to 0 if you open it with 
(I) an ACB which specifies MACRF=RST or (2) a DLBL statement that 
specifies DISP=NEW. When you use the Access Method Services 
BLDINDEX command to rebuild a reusable alternate index, the high­
used RBA is always reset to 0 when the alternate index is opened by 
BLDINDEX. 

When a reusable alternate index is closed, its high-used RBA is set to 0 if 
(I) the ACB specifies (a) PARMS=(CLOSDSP=DELETE) or (b) 
PARMS=(CLOSDSP=DATE) and the expiration date has been reached, 
or (2) the DLBL statement specifies DISP=DELETE or DISP=DATE 
and the expiration date has been reached. 

Reusable files can be multi-volumed and are restricted to a maximum of 
16 physical extents per volume. Ifa base cluster is defined as reusable, it 
must not have alternate indexes associated with it; however, it is permissi­
ble to define reusable alternate indexes that are related to a nonreusable 
base cluster. 

REUSE must not be specified together with UNIQUE or KEYRANGES. 

Abbreviations: RUS and NRUS 

Default: NOREUSE 

SHAREOPTIONS ( value [flreserved] ) 
specifies how a file (data or index component of an alternate index) can be 
shared within one or more VSE systems. Files that are shared across VSE 
systems must reside on a shared DASD device (this excludes the 23xx 
series of devices; they can share files within one system only). A file 
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cannot be deleted, reset, or deallocated, or its share option value altered, if 
it is currently open for another program regardless of the sharing option 
value specified. 

During the initial load ofa file (and irrespective of the share-option value 
specified) VSAM treats the share-option specification as ifit were SHAR­
EOPTIONS (1). After the file is loaded and successfully closed, VSAM 
uses the original share-option value. 

value - specifies the degree of file sharing allowed on one or more VSE 
systems. If a file cannot be shared for the type of sharing you specify, your 
request to open it is denied. The values that can be specified are: 

specifies that the file being defined can be opened by any number of 
users for input processing; once the file is opened for input it cannot be 
opened for output processing. Conversely once the file has been opened 
for output processing, no other user can open it for input or output until 
that (the first) output processing has been completed. This option 
ensures full read and write integrity. The default value is l. 

2 
specifies that the file being defined can be opened by any number of 
users for input processing even if one user is using it for output process­
ing. No more than one user can open the file for output at one time. 
This option ensures write integrity only, because the file might be 
modified while records are being retrieved from it. Therefore, each user 
must ensure his own file's read integrity. 

3 
specifies that the file can be opened by any number of users for both 
input and output processing. Except for initial load processing, VSAM 
does nothing to ensure read or write integrity; it only ensures that the 
opened file is not deleted or reset, and that its share option value is not 
altered. 

4 
specifies that the file can be opened by any number of users for input 
processing. At the same time the file can be opened by one or more 
users on a single system for output processing. The system that gains 
exclusive control of the file for output processing will be the one that 
first issues a request for output processing. VSAM ensures write integri­
ty each time a record is updated or inserted as in share option 2. 

You can ensure read integrity by retrieving records with the update 
option; if you do not use the update option, some records in control 
intervals being updated concurrently by more than one program might 
be missed or skipped by VSAM because each program might retrieve a 
different copy of the control interval. 

reserved - for OSjVS compatibility only. The valid OSjVS values for 
this subparameter are 3 and 4. This parameter refers to cross system 
sharing in OSjVS; it has no effect in VSE except that VSAM stores its 
value in the catalog. (This subparameter takes effect in OSjVS in those 
cases where the file is imported into an OSjVS system.) The default value 
is 3. 

Abbreviation: SHR 

SPEED (see RECOVERY) 
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SUBALLOCATION (see UNIQUE) 

TO (see FOR) 

TRACKS ( primary [f) secondary] ) 
specifies the number of tracks to be allocated. If the space is allocated to 
an alternate index with the UNIQUE attribute, the space is rounded up to 
the nearest cylinder. Ifyou specify a number equal to or greater than the 
number of tracks per cylinder, then the allocation is rounded in terms of 
the number of cylinders needed to contain the tracks specified. See the 
CYLINDERS parameter for more information and restrictions. 

Abbreviation: TRK 

UNIQUE I SUBALLOCATION INOALLOCATION 
specifies whether the alternate index's components are allocated space of 
their own, whether a portion of previously-defined VSAM data space is to 
be used for each component, or whether no space is to be allocated to the 
alternate index (see NOALLOCATION). 

UNIQUE cannot be specified together with REUSE. You cannot define a 
unique alternate index in a volume that does not already contain a VSAM 
data space if the catalog entry of the unique alternate index is to be in a 
recoverable catalog (a CRA must exist on the volume before you define a 
unique alternate index). 

If SUBALLOCATION is specified, a data space must exist on the volume 
on which the alternate index's components are to reside. The name of the 
data space, not of the component, appears in the VTOC. 

If UNIQUE is specified; 

• 	 The alternate index's components are allocated space of their own and 
their names appear in the VTOC of the volume(s) under their own 
names. 

• 	 For the data component and the data component resides on a 3330 
volume, the index component must reside on a 3330 volume. 

• 	 Each volume specified through the VOLUMES parameter must have at 
least one and no more than 16 EXTENT statements. 

• 	 For CKD devices, data and index component extents must begin on 
cylinder boundaries. 

• 	 A FILE parameter must be specified for each unique component 

individually or on the alternate index level. 


• 	 And KEYRANGES is also specified, each key range must be on a 
different volume and there cannot be fewer volumes specified through 
the VOLUMES parameter than there are key-range pairs specified 
through KEYRANGES. 

Abbreviations: UNQ and SUBAL 

Default: SUBALLOCATION 
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UNIQUEKEYINONUNIQUEKEY 
specifies whether the alternate key-value can be found in one or more than 
one of the base cluster's data records. 

UNIQUEKEY indicates that each alternate key is in one and only one 
data record in the base cluster. When you are building the alternate index 
via the BLDINDEX command, Access Method Services issues a warning 
message if multiple records are found with the same alternate key. All but 
the first multiple record are ignored. 

NONUNIQUEKEY indicates that an alternate key can be in more than 
one data record in the base cluster. Ifyou specify NONUNIQUEKEY, 
then RECORDSIZE must account for the increased record size resulting 
from the multiple prime key or RBA pointers in the alternate index data 
record. 

Abbreviations: UNQK and NUNQK 

Default: NONUNIQUEKEY 

UNORDERED (see ORDERED) 

UPDATEPW ( password) 
specifies an update password for the alternate index or component. The 
update password permits read and write operations. See CONTROLPW 
for the defmition of password. 

Abbreviation: UPDPW 

UPGRADE INOUPGRADE 
specifies whether the alternate index is to be upgraded (that is, kept up to 
date) when its base cluster is modified. UPGRADE specifies that when 
the base-cluster's records are added to, updated, or erased, the cluster's 
alternate index is upgraded to reflect the changed data. 

The UPGRADE attribute is not effective for the alternate index until the 
alternate index is built (see the BLDINDEX command). If the alternate 
index is defined when the base cluster is open, The UPGRADE attribute 
takes effect the next time the base cluster is opened. 

Ifyou specify UNIQUEKEY and a duplicate key condition is detected 
during alternate index upgrading, VSAM issues a return code and backs 
out any changes already made to other alternate indexes in the upgrade 
set. 

Abbreviations: UPG and NUPG 

Default: UPGRADE 

USECLASS ( primary [I) secondary] ) 
specifies the class of data space to be occupied by a nonunique 
(suballocated) alternate index or component. For the primary allocation of 
space: 

o 	 specifies that the alternate index or component is to occupy class 0 
data space. Data spaces defined under OS/VS and DOS/VS 
Release 34 (and prior releases) are class 0 data spaces. 0 is the 
default space classification. 

specifies that the alternate index or component is to occupy class 1 
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data space. You are urged, for consistency, to use class I for 
flxed-qead areas of direct-access storage. 

2-7 	specifies that the alternate index or component is to occupy the 
specified class of data space (user-defined). 

For the secondary allocation of space: 

o specifies class 0 data space is to be used by the alternate index or 
component. 

P specifies that the primary space classification is to be used. P is the 
default. 

Whenever the alternate index or component increases in size so as to 
extend on to additional volumes, the first suballocation on each overflow 
volume is directed to the class of space specified by the primary subparam­
eter. All subsequent allocations on each overflow volume use the class of 
space that is specified by the secondary subparameter. If the alternate 
index or component is extended after you IMPORT CONNECT to 
OSjVS or DOSjVS Release 34 (or earlier), no USECLASS assignments 
are made (the alternate index or component is extended into any available 
data space because class specifications apply to VSEjVSAM only). The 
alternate index or component is still processable under VSEjVSAM, but 
the LISTCAT output may be inaccurate. 

Ifyou assign a non-zero USECLASS value to a unique alternate index or 
component, the DEFINE will terminate. 

If USECLASS is specified only at the alternate index level, it is applied 
also to the data and index component levels. If USECLASS is specified at 
the data level only, it is applied also to the index level. If you want differ­
ent classifications assigned to the data and index components of an alter­
nate index you must specify (or default) different values at both the data 
and index levels. 

Abbreviation: USCL 

VOLUMES ( vo/ser [1) vo/ser ••• ] I ) DEFAULTVOLUMES 
specifies the volumes to contain the alternate index or components. 

VOLUMES 
can be specified as a parameter of ALTERNATEINDEX or DATA, or 
ofboth DATA and INDEX. If you want the data and index compo­
nents to reside on different volumes, you must specify the VOLUMES 
parameter together with both DATA and INDEX. Ifmore than one 
volume is specified with a single VOLUMES parameter, they must be 
ofthe same device type, except if you are establishing (defIning) a 
default model (you can specify different device types in the model). 

You can specify up to 123 volumes for each component. A volume 
serial number may contain one to six alphameric, national (@,#, and $) 
and special characters (commas, blanks, semicolons, parentheses, 
slashes, asterisks, periods, quotation marks, ampersands, plus signs, 
hyphens, and equal signs). Single quotation marks within a volume 
serial number must be coded as two single quotation marks. A volume 
serial number must be enclosed in single quotation marks if it contains 
a special character. For consistency with VSE job control, only alpha­
meric characters should be used. 
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DEFAULTVOLUMES 
is used in conjunction with the MODEL parameter to indicate that 
VSAM is to select the volume(s) it needs from a list ofvolume(s) estab­
lished in a default model instead of from volumes specified in the 
named model or current define (see "Default Volumes" in VSEjVSAM 
Programmer's Reference for more information.) A default model of the 
correct type is required to be in the relevent catalog. 

An error occurs if you specify DEFAULTVOLUMES and VOLUMES 
together at the same level. You can specify DEFAULTVOLUMES at 
any level and in any combination of levels; if specified at the alternate 
index level, DEFAULTVOLUMES propagates to the data and index 
component levels. IfDEFAULTVOLUMES propagates to the data 
and index component levels where a VOLUMES parameter has been 
specified, the VOLUMES parameter takes precedence. 

IfDEFAULTVOLUMES is specified (or defaulted to) at any level with 
the ORDERED or UNIQUE parameters, VSAM indicates an error. 

Abbreviations: VOL and DFVOL 

Default: DEFAULTVOLUMES 

WRITECHECKINOWRITECHECK 
specifies whether to check the data transfer of records written in the 
alternate index. If WRITECHECK is specified, a record is written and 
then read, without data transfer, to test for the data check condition. If 
NOWRITECHECK is specified, a record is written, but no checking 
occurs. 

Abbreviations: WCK and NWCK 

Default: NOWRITECHECK 
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DEFINE CLUSTER 


The DEFINE CLUSTER command (DEF CL) is used to derme key­
sequenced, entry-sequenced, or relative-record files. For a key-sequenced 
file, three entries are created in the catalog: an entry for the cluster, its data 
component, and its index component. For an entry-sequenced or a relative­
record file, two entries are created: one for the cluster and one for its data 
component. See "Derming a VSAM File" and Examples 3 and 4 in 
"Appendix A: Sample Job Streams" for examples and more information. 

The format of the DEFINE CLUSTER command is shown below. Note that 
the organization of the command consists of three groupings. These group­
ings are referred to as levels in this book; note that some parameters appear in 
more than one level. (The optional CATALOG parameter stands alone; it 
does not belong to any level.) 

Cluster Level 

DEFINE CLUSTER 
( 

NAME ( entryname ) 
[ATTEMPTS ( number) ] 
[AUTHORIZATION ( entrypoint [f) string] ) ] 
[BUFFERSPACE ( size) ] 
[ CODE ( code) ] 
[CONTROLINTERVALSIZE( size)] 
[ CONTROLPW ( password) ] 
[CYLINDERS ( primary [f) secondary] ) I t 

BLOCKS ( primary [f) secondary] ) I t 
RECORDS ( primary [f) secondary] ) I t 
TRACKS ( primary [f) secondary] ) ] t 

[ERASE I NOERASE] 
[EXCEPTIONEXIT ( mname) ] 
[FILE ( dname ) ] t 
[FOR ( days) I TO ( date) ] 
[ FREESPACE ( cipercent [f) capercent] ) ] 
[IMBEDINOIMBED] 
[INDEXED I NONINDEXED I NUMBERED] 
[KEYRANGES ( ( lowkeyf) highkey ) 

[ f) ( lowkeyf) highkey) ••• ] ) ] 
[ KEY S ( length f) offset) ] 
[MASTERPW ( password) ] 
[MODEL ( entryname [/ password] 

[f) catname [ / password ] ••]liI:li ] ) ] 

[ORDERED I UNORDERED] 

t This parameter is required under certain conditions. See the following parameter explana­
tions or Appendix E for additional information. 

Note: Ignore the shaded parameters if you are using the job control simplification introduced in 
Release 2. The shaded parameters are included for the convenience of users who are using the 
Release I method ofjob control (see Appendix J for their explanation). 

(continued on next page) 
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Cluster Level (continued) 

[ OWNER ( ownerid ) ] 

[READPW ( password) ] 

[RECORDFORMAT ( format) ] 

[RECORDSIZE ( averagel) maximum) ] 

[RECOVERY I SPEED] 

[REPLICATE I NOREPLICATE] 

[REUSEINOREUSE] 

[ SHAREOPT IONS ( value [l) reserved] ) ] 

[SPANNED I NONSPANNED] 

[UNIQUE I SUBALLOCATION I NOALLOCATION] 

[UPDATEPW ( password) ] 

[USECLASS ( primary [l) secondary] ) ] 

[VOLUMES ( volser [l) volser ••• ] ) I 


DEFAULTVOLUMES] 
[WRITECHECKINOWRITECHECK] 

Data Component Level 

[DATA 
( 

[ATTEMPTS ( number) ] 

[AUTHORIZATION ( entrypoint [l)string] )] 

[BUFFERSPACE ( size) ] 

[ CODE ( code) ] 

[CONTROLINTERVALSIZE ( size) ] 

[ CONTROLPW ( password) ] 

[ CYLINDERS ( primary [l) secondary] ) I 
 t 

BLOCKS ( primary [l) secondary] ) I t 
RECORDS ( primary [l) secondary] ) I t 
TRACKS ( primary [l) secondary] ) ] t 

[ERASE I NOERASE] 
[EXCEPTIONEXIT(mname)] 
[FILE ( dname ) ] t 
[ FREESPACE ( cipercent [l) capercent] ) ] 
[KEYRANGES ( ( lowkeyl) highkey ) 

[ l) ( lowkeyl) highkey) ••• ] ) ] 
[KEYS ( length l) offset) ] 
[ MASTERPW ( password) ] 
[MODEL ( entryname [/ password] 

[l) catname [ / password] !li;ll1ll@l] ) ] 
[ NAME ( entryname ) ] 
[ORDERED I UNORDERED] 
[ OWNER ( ownerid ) ] 
[ READ PW ( password) ] 
[RECORDSIZE ( averagel) maximum) ] 

t 	 This parameter is required under certain conditions. See the following parameter explana­
tions or Appendix E for additional information. 

Note: Ignore the shaded parameters if you are using the job control simplification introduced in 
Release 2. The shaded parameters are included for the convenience of users who are using the 
Release I method of job control (see Appendix J for their explanation). 

(continued on next page) 
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Data Component Level (continued) 

[RECOVERY I SPEED] 

[REUSE I NOREUSE] 

[SHAREOPTIONS ( value [f> reserved] ) ] 

[SPANNED I NONSPANNED] 

[UNIQUE I SUBALLOCATION I NOALLOCATION] 

[UPDATEPW ( password) ] 
[USECLASS ( primary [f> secondary] ) ] 
[VOLUMES ( volser [f> volser ••• ] ) I 

DEFAULTVOLUMES] 
[WRITECHECKINOWRITECHECK] 

) ] 

Index Component Level 

[ INDEX 
( 

[ ATTEMPT S ( number) ] 
[AUTHORIZATION ( entrypoint [f>string])] 
[ CODE ( code) ] 
[CONTROLINTERVALSIZE ( size) ] 
[ CONTROLPW ( password) ] 
[CYLINDERS ( primary [f> secondary] ) I t 

BLOCKS ( primary [f> secondary] ) I t 
RECORDS ( primary [f> secondary] ) I t 
TRACKS ( primary [f> secondary] ) ] t 

[EXCEPTIONEXIT ( mname) ] 
[FILE ( dname) ] t 
[IMBED I NOIMBED] 
[MASTERPW ( password) ] 
[MODEL ( entryname [/ password] 

[f> catname [ / password] ;lllil.a] ) ] 
[ NAME ( entryname ) ] 
[ORDERED I UNORDERED] 
[ OWNER ( ownerid ) ] 
[ READPW ( password) ] 
[REPLICATE I NOREPLICATE] 
[REUSE I NOREUSE] 
[SHAREOPTIONS ( value [f> reserved] ) ] 
[UNIQUE I SUBALLOCATION I NOALLOCATION] 

[ UPDATEPW ( password) ] 

[USECLASS ( primary [f> secondary] ) ] 

[VOLUMES ( vo/ser[ f> volser ••• ] ) I 


DEFAULTVOLUMES] 
[WRITECHECKINOWRITECHECK] 

) ] 

[ CATALOG ( catname [ / password]II_I) ] 
t This parameter is required under certain conditions. See the following parameter explana­

tions or Appendix E for additional information. 

Note: Ignore the shaded parameters if you are using the job control simplification introduced in 
Release 2. The shaded parameters are included for the convenience of users who are using the 
Release I method ofjob control (see Appendix J for their explanation). 

Chapter 3: Access Method Services Commands: DEFINE CLUSTER 3 -43 

L 



DEFINE CLUSTER Parameters: Summary 

The parameters of the DEF CL command can be divided into the following 
categories: 

Name, which specifies: 

• 	 The name of the cluster (NAME) and, optionally, of its components. This 
parameter is required. 

• 	 The name of the catalog in which the cluster is to be defmed 
(CATALOG). 

• 	 The name of the cluster entry to be used as a model for this cluster 
(MODEL). See VSEjVSAM Programmer's Reference for more informa­
tion. 

Data organization, which specifies: 

• 	 Whether the file is to be key-sequenced (INDEXED), entry-sequenced 
(NONINDEXED), or relative record (NUMBERED). 

• 	 Whether (for a key-sequenced file only) an index record is to be written as 
many times as it will fit on a track (REPLICATE, NOREPLICATE). 

• 	 Whether (for a key-sequenced file only) the index's sequence-set records 
(the lowest level of the index) are to be placed with the data component of 
the file (IMBED, NOIMBED). See "Optimizing VSAM's Performance" in 
VSEjVSAM Programmer's Reference for more information on the index 
options. 

• 	 The length and offset of the cluster's key-field (KEYS). 

• 	 Whether the cluster is to be reuseable (REUSE, NOREUSE). 

Allocation, which specifies: 

• 	 The volume(s) for space allocation (DEFAULTVOLUMES, VOLUMES). 
FILE must be specified to provide data space extents only if UNIQUE is 
specified. VOLUMES or DEFAULTVOLUMES can be specified at the 
cluster level, data component level, or data and index component level. 

• 	 The amount of space to be allocated (TRACKS, CYLINDERS, 
BLOCKS, or RECORDS). One of these parameters is required (unless 
MODEL is specified. 

• 	 The particular class of space to be suballocated to the file (USECLASS). 
See "Data Space Classification" in VSEj VSAM Programmer's Reference 
for more information. 

• 	 For an indexed cluster, the percentage of free space to be distributed 
through the data component of the cluster (FREESPACE). 

• 	 Whether a cluster is to reside in a unique or previously-defined data space 
(UNIQUE, SUBALLOCATION), or have no space allocated to it 
(NOALLOCA TION). 

• 	 For an indexed cluster, whether data is to be ranged by key across volumes 
(KEY RANGES) and, if so, whether the volumes are to be allocated in the 
order specified (ORDERED, UNORDERED). 

• 	 The space to be provided for buffers (BUFFERS PACE) and the size of 
control intervals (CONTROLINTERVALSIZE). 

• 	 The average and maximum lengths of data records (RECORDSIZE). 
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• 	 Records that may be larger than a control interval and may span control 
intervals (SPANNED, NONSPANNED). 

Protection and integrity, which specifies: 

• 	 The passwords to be associated with the cluster or its components 
(MASTERPW, CONTROLPW, UPDATEPW, READPW). 

• 	 A prompting code (CODE) and the number of attempts allowed to provide 
the correct password in response to prompting at the operator's console 
(ATTEMPTS). 

• 	 A user-supplied authorization verification routine (AUTHORIZATION). 

• 	 The owner of a cluster or its components (OWNER). 

• 	 A retention period (FOR, TO) and whether the cluster or data component 
is to be erased when its entry is deleted (ERASE, NOERASE). 

• 	 The share options to be associated with the cluster or its components 
(SHAREOPTIONS). 

• 	 Whether space is to be preformatted before data is initially loaded 
(RECOVERY, SPEED) and whether write-check operations are to be 
performed as records are inserted in the data or index components 
(WRITECHECK, NOWRITECHECK). 

• 	 That a user-supplied module is to be given control when an exception 
occurs during file processing (EXCEPTIONEXIT). 

DEFINE CLUSTER Parameters 

ATTEMPTS ( number) 
specifies the maximum number of times (0 through 7) the operator can try 
to enter a correct password in response to a prompting message. If 0 is 
specified, the operator is not prompted and is not allowed to enter a pass­
word from the console. This value can be expressed in decimal (n), hexa­
decimal (X'n'), or binary (B'n') form. 

Abbreviation: A TT 

Default: 2 

AUTHORIZATION ( entrypoint [f) string] ) 
specifies that, in addition to passwords, you are supplying a USVR (user 
security verification routine) to check the authority of a processing pro­
gram to access your file. VSAM transfers control to the USVR only after 
the program trying to open the file gives a correct password other than the 
master password. (The USVR is always bypassed when a correct master 
password is specified.) See VSEjVSAM Programmer's Reference for more 
information. 

entrypoint - specifies the entry point name of the USVR. The entrypoint 
name may contain one through eight alphameric, national (@, #, $), or 
special (the hyphen and 12-0 overpunch) characters. The first character 
must be an alphabetic or a national character. 

string - specifies up to 255 characters that are to be passed to the USVR 
when it receives control to verify authorization. The string must be en­
closed in single quotation marks if it contains commas, semicolons, blanks, 
parentheses, or slashes. A single quotation mark within a string must be 
coded as two single quotation marks if the string is enclosed in single 
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quotation marks. If the string is specified in hexadecimal, it must be coded 
(X'string'). 

Abbreviation: AUTH 

BLOCKS ( primary [f> secondary] ) 
specifies,Jor FBA devices only, the number of blocks to be allocated to the 
cluster. Each block is a fixed size of 512 bytes. This parameter can be 
specified at either the cluster level, the data component level, or at both the 
data and index component levels. If you specify secondary allocation at 
the data component level, you should also specify it at the index compo­
nent level. 

primary [f> secondary] - specifies the number of blocks to be made 
available for primary and secondary allocation. If secondary is specified, 
space for a component can be expanded to include a maximum of 
(1) 123 extents or (2) 16 extents per volume for a reuseable fIle. For a 
component with the UNIQUE attribute, 16 extents are allowed per vol­
ume. Primary and secondary can be specified in decimal (n), hexadecimal 
(X'n'), or binary (B'n') form. 

If you specify a primary or secondary value that does not coincide with a 
min-CA (track) boundary, VSAM will round it up to a value that equals a 
min-CA boundary. For example, if you specify BLOCKS (40 20) for the 
3310, VSAM will round 40 up to 64 and 20 up to 32. 

A further consideration applies if you specify the UNIQUE parameter in 
the DEFINE CLUSTER command. Data space is acquired concurrently 
with the DEFINE command via the 'beginning block' and 'number of 
blocks' specification in the EXTENT statement. If the beginning block 
does not coincide with a min-CA boundary, VSAM will round it up to the 
next min-CA boundary; if the ending block (beginning block plus number 
of blocks) does not coincide with a min-CA boundary, VSAM will round it 
down to the previous min-CA boundary. 

For example, if you specify 40 for the beginning block and 100 for the 
number of blocks for the 3310, VSAM rounds 40 up to 64 blocks and 139 
(40 + 100 - 1 = 139) down to 127. (The beginning block is 64: the ending 
block is 127.) Be aware that in some instances, after VSAM rounds the 
values you specified, zero space is the resultant allocation. For example, if 
you specify 40 as the 'beginning block' value and 50 as the 'number of 
blocks' value, VSAM will round 40 up to 64 as before. However when 
VSAM rounds the ending block value of 89 (40 + 50 - 1 = 89) down to the 
closest min-CA boundary, the value (63) is less than the beginning block 
value. Therefore no data space is available for allocation. (Beginning 
block is 64: the ending block is 63.) 

TRACKS or CYLINDERS cannot be specified for FBA devices; the 
RECORDS parameter is valid for FBA devices. For further information 
on min-CAs and FBA devices see "Min-CA, Max-CA" in VSE/VSAM 
Programmer's Reference. 

Abbreviations: BLK or BLOCK 

BUFFERS PACE ( size) 
specifies the minimum space to be provided for buffers. Do not specify 
BUFFERSPACE at both the cluster and the data component levels. See 
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"I/O Buffer Space" in VSE/VSAM Programmer's Reference for more 
details. 

size - is the number of bytes to be provided for buffers. This value can be 
expressed in decimal (n), hexadecimal (X'n'), or binary (B'n') form. The 
size specified cannot be less than enough space to contain two data compo­
nent control intervals and, if the file is key-sequenced, one index control 
interval. If you specify an insufficient value, the command terminates. 

Abbreviations: BUFSPC or BUFSP 

Default: If BUFFERSPACE is omitted, a default value is set in the cata­
log. This default value, the minimum amount ofbuffer space allowed by 
VSAM, is enough space for two data component control intervals and, if 
the file is key-sequenced, one index component control interval. 

CATALOG ( catname [/ password] ) 
identifies the catalog in which the cluster is to be dermed. You do not have 
to specify this parameter (unless it is needed for password specification) 
when the cluster is to be dermed in the default catalog. (The default 
catalog is (l) the job catalog if one is being used, or (2) the master catalog.) 

catname - is the name of the catalog. 

password - specifies the update or higher-level password. If no password 
is specified and the catalog is password protected, VSAM asks the operator 
for the correct password. 

Abbreviation: CAT 

CLUSTER ( options) 
specifies that a cluster is to be defined. CLUSTER is followed by the 
parameters specified for the cluster as a whole. They are optionally fol­
lowed by the DATA and/or INDEX parameters and their subparameters. 

Abbreviation: CL 

CODE ( code) 
specifies a code name for the cluster or component. If an attempt is made 
to access the cluster without a password, the code name is used in a 
prompting message to the operator rather than the name of the cluster. 
The operator can then provide the correct password. The code may con­
tain from one through eight EBCDIC characters. The code must be 
enclosed in single quotation marks if it contains commas, semicolons, 
blanks, parentheses, or slashes. If a single quotation mark appears within 
the code, it must be coded as two single quotation marks. Code may also 
be specified in hexadecimal (X'code') form. 

If the cluster or the component is password protected and CODE is not 
specified and an attempt is made to access the cluster or component 
without supplying a password, the operator is prompted with the name of 
the cluster or component. The operator can then provide the correct 
password. 

CONTROLINTERVALSIZE ( size) 
specifies, in number of bytes, the size of the control intervals for the cluster 
or the component. Note that it is usually undesirable to specify CON­
TROLINTERVALSIZE at the cluster level because size will then apply to 
both the data and index components. Instead, specify the control interval 
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size at the data component level and either specify a size at the index 
component level, or better yet, let VSAM choose the index component size 
for you (which is based on the data component control interval size, 
control area size, and key length). You can specify the value in decimal 
(size), hexadecimal (X'size'), or binary (B'size') form. 

The size of a control interval for a data component ranges from 512 to 
32,768 bytes; you must use a multiple of512 when the size is between 512 
and 8192 bytes, and a multiple of 2048 when the size is between 8192 and 
32,768 bytes. For nonspanned files, the control interval size must be at 
least seven bytes greater than the maximum record size; for spanned files, 
the control interval size must be at least ten bytes greater than the average 
record size. The size of a control interval for an index component can be 
any multiple of 512 up to 8192 bytes. Ifyou code an improper multiple for 
size, VSAM selects the next higher multiple. 

IfCONTROLINTERV ALSIZE is not coded, VSAM determines the size 
of control intervals as follows: if you specified a value for RECORDSIZE 
and the size of your data records permits, VSAM uses 2048 for the data 
component size and 512 for the index component size. If you did not 
specify RECORD SIZE, VSAM uses 4096 for the data component size. 

A file with a data component physical-record size other than .5, 1,2, or 
4K, or an index component control interval size other than.5, 1,2, or 4K, 
cannot be directly processed by OS/VS; however, file portability between 
VSE and OS/VS can be retained via the EXPORT/IMPORT (or 
EXPORTRA/IMPORTRA) commands. 

See "Control Interval Size" in VSE/ VSAM Programmer's Reference for 
additional information on control intervals and physical-record sizes. 

Abbreviations: CNVSZ or CISZ 

CONTROLPW ( password) 
specifies a control password for the cluster or component. The control 
password permits opening the file for read and write operations using 
control interval access and all operations permitted by the update and read 
passwords. See "Passwords to Authorize Access" in VSE/VSAM 
Programmer's Reference for more information. 

password - is a one through eight EBCDIC character password. If the 
password contains commas, semicolons, blanks, parentheses, or slashes, 
the password must be enclosed in single quotation marks. Single quotation 
marks within a password must be coded as two single quotation marks if 
the password is enclosed in single quotation marks. Password can also be 
coded in hexadecimal (X'password') form. 

Abbreviation: CTLPW 

CYLINDERS ( primary [JJ secondary] ) 
specifies the number ofcylinders to be allocated. Either this parameter or 
the BLOCKS, RECORDS or TRACKS parameter must be specified 
(unless you specified the MODEL parameter) whenever you are defming a 
cluster-even when the cluster has the attribute UNIQUE. Do not specify 
CYLINDERS or TRACKS for FBA devices or BLOCKS for CKD 
devices. This parameter can be specified at either the cluster level, the data 
component level, or at both the data component and index component 
levels. If secondary allocation is provided at the data component level, it 
should also be provided at the index component level. 
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The actual allocation is rounded upward to the nearest control area 
boundary. The control area size is equal to either (1) the lesser value of the 
primary or secondary allocation, or (2) the primary allocation value in the 
case where the secondary allocation is zero. In either case, the control area 
cannot exceed one cylinder. 

primary [D secondary ] - specifies the number of cylinders available for 
primary and secondary allocation. The amount(s) can be expressed in 
decimal (n), hexadecimal (X'n'), or binary (B'n'). If secondary is specified, 
space for a component can be expanded to include a maximum of 123 
extents or 16 extents per volume for a reusable (dynamic) file. For a 
component with the UNIQUE attribute, 16 extents are allowed per vol­
ume. 

IfKEYRANGES is not specified and the data component is to be con­
tained on more than one volume, the primary value given above is allocat­
ed on one volume only (when the component is dermed). When the 
component increases in size (due to secondary allocations) so as to extend 
on to additional volumes, the first allocation on each overflow volume is 
the primary value. If KEYRANGES is specified and the data component 
is to be contained on more than one volume, the primary value is immedi­
ately allocated on each volume required for the key ranges. 

The secondary value is allocated on all volumes on an as-needed basis 
regardless of the specification of KEYRANGES. 

Abbreviation: CYL 

DATA ( options) 
specifies attributes of the data component of the cluster; if these attributes 
are specified for the cluster as a whole, they are overridden by the options 
specified in the DATA parameter. If a name is not specified for the data 
component, a name is generated and listed for it. 

DEFAULTVOLUMES (see VOLUMES) 

ERASE INOERASE 
specifies whether the data component being defined is to be erased 
(overwritten with binary zeros) when its entry in the catalog is deleted. 

Abbreviations: ERAS and NERAS 

Default: NOERASE 

EXCEPTIONEXIT(mname) 
specifies the name of the user module (that is, the phase name in the core 
image library) to be given control when an exception occurs during proc­
essing of the cluster or its components. An exception is any condition 
which causes a SYNAD exit to be taken. The user exception exit is taken 
before the SYNAD exit, if both are specified. 

An abnormal termination occurs if the exception exit is to be loaded but 
cannot be because it is not in the core image library. If it is in the core 
image library but the load operation fails because of insufficient virtual 
storage, VSAM ignores the exception exit. The SYNAD exit, if specified, 
is taken independently. 

Abbreviation: EEXT 
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FILE ( dname) 
specifies the filename of the DLBL job control statement that, together 
with an EXTENT statement, identifies the volumes to be used for space 
allocation. You must specify the FILE parameter only if you specify 
UNIQUE. The pertinent volumes must be mounted during the defme 
operation. 

A FILE parameter must be specified for each unique component individu­
ally or on the cluster level. If both components of a key-sequenced file are 
unique and reside on separate volumes, a single FILE parameter may be 
specified at the cluster level. This case requires one DLBL statement with 
EXTENT statements for each of the two components. You must specify 
allocation information in the EXTENT statement(s) that corresponds to a 
unique component. Note that you can omit the symbolic unit from the 
EXTENT statement. 

If both components are unique and reside on the same volume, FILE must 
be specified for both DATA and INDEX. In this case the components 
cannot share the same DLBLjEXTENT statements. 

Note: This parameter explanation applies to the job control simplification introduced in 
Release 2. If you are using Release I job control, refer to the appropriate explanation in 
Appendix J. 

FOR ( days) ITO ( date) 
specifies the retention period for the cluster. 

FOR ( days ) specifies the number of days for which the cluster is to be 
kept. If the number specified is 0 through 1830, the cluster is retained 
for the number of days specified; if the number is 1831 through 9999 
(maximum), the cluster is retained through the year 1999. This value 
can be expressed in decimal, hexadecimal, or binary. Ifit is expressed 
in hexadecimal or binary, it must be preceded by X or B, respectively, 
and enclosed in single quotation marks. 

TO ( date ) specifies the date until which the cluster is to be kept. The 
date has the form yyddd, where yy (00 through 99) is the year and ddd 
(001 through 366) is the day. 

Default: If neither TO nor FOR is specified, the cluster can be deleted 
at any time. 

FREESPACE ( cipercent [t) capercent] ) 

specifies, for a key-sequenced file, the amount of space that is to be left 
empty after the initial load or any extension and after any split ofcontrol 
intervals (cipercent) or control areas (capercent) during sequential process­
ing. The amounts are specified as percentages. The percentages, which 
must be equal to or less than 100, may be expressed in decimal (n), hexa­
decimal (X'n'), or binary (B'n') form. However, even if 100% is specified, 
space for a least one record in a control interval and one control interval in 
a control area is provided. 

FREESPACE cannot be specified when NUMBERED or NONINDEX­
ED is specified. 

Abbreviation: FSPC 

Default: 0 percent. 
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IMBED INOIMBED 
specifies, for a key-sequenced file only, whether the sequence set, the 
lowest level of the index, is to be placed with the data component. If 
IMBED is coded, the sequence-set record for each control area is written 
as many times as it will fit on the first track (min-CA) of the control area. 
Ifthe control area is less than one cylinder (max-CA), inefficient utiliza­
tion of the file space can result. 

Abbreviations: IMBD and NIMBD 

Default: NOIMBED 

Restriction: Cannot be specified when NUMBERED or NONINDEXED 
is specified. 

INDEX ( options) 
specifies, for a key-sequenced file, attributes of the index component of the 
cluster; if these attributes are specified for the cluster as a whole, they are 
overridden by the INDEX parameter. If a name is not specified for the 
index component, a name is generated and listed for the index component. 

Abbreviation: IX 

Restriction: INDEX must not be specified when NUMBERED or 
NONINDEXED is specified at the cluster leve1. 

INDEXED INONINDEXED I NUMBERED 
specifies that the cluster being defined is for a key-sequenced file 
(INDEXED), an entry-sequenced file (NONINDEXED), or a re1ative­
record file (NUMBERED). If INDEXED is specified, an index compo­
nent is automatically defined and cataloged even if the INDEX parameter 
is not specified. 

If you specify NUMBERED, you cannot specify SPANNED or 
NONSPANNED. If you specify NUMBERED or NONINDEXED, you 
cannot specify IMBED, NOIMBED, INDEX, KEYRANGES, KEYS, 
REPLICATE, or NOREPLICATE. 

Abbreviations: IXD, NIXD, and NUMD 

Default: INDEXED 

KEYRANGES ( ( lowkeyn highkey) [n ( lowkeyn highkey) ••• ] ) 
specifies that portions of a key-sequenced file are to be placed on different 
volumes; each portion is called a key-range. 

The maximum number of key ranges is 123. Key ranges must be in as­
cending order, and are not allowed to overlap. A gap can exist between 
two key ranges-you are not allowed to insert records within the gap. See 
VSEj VSAM Programmer's Reference for more information. 

The KEYRANGES parameter interacts with other DEFINE CLUSTER 
parameters. You should take care to ensure that, when you specify KEY­
RANGES, the cluster's other attributes can be satisfied. 

• 	 VOLUMES: There should be as many volume-serial-numbers in the 
vo/serlist as there are key ranges. When a volume serial number is 
duplicated in the vo/serlist, more than one key range is allocated space 
on the volume. When more than one key range is contained on a vol­
ume, UNIQUE cannot be coded for the cluster's data component. 
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When there are more volumes in the volserlist than there are key 
ranges, the excess volumes are used for overflow records from any key 
range without consideration for key-range boundaries. 

When there are fewer volumes in the volserlist than there are key 
ranges, the excess key ranges are allocated on the last volume specified. 
-UNIQUE cannot also be specified. 

• 	 UNIQUE: When UNIQUE is specified, each key range resides on its 
own volume in its own VSAM data space. Other key ranges for the 
cluster cannot also reside on the volume. 

• 	 ORDERED: There is a one -for-one correspondence between the 
volumes in the volserlist and the key ranges: the first volume on the 
volume list contains the first key range, the second volume contains the 
second key range, and so on. Ifa volume cannot be allocated in the 
order specified by the volserlist, your cluster definition job terminates 
with an error message. 

• 	 KEYS: The length of the key values must not exceed the keylength 
specified in the KEYS parameter. 

The values lowkey and highkey can be 1 to 64 characters long or, if coded 
in hexadecimal, 1 to 128 hexadecimal characters long. All EBCDIC 
characters are allowed. Keys consisting of EBCDIC characters must be 
enclosed in single quotation marks if they contain commas, semicolons, 
blanks, parentheses, or slashes. A single quotation mark within a key must 
be coded as two single quotation marks if the key is enclosed in single 
quotation marks. If the key is specified in hexadecimal, it must be coded 
(X'key'). See VSEj VSAM Programmer's Reference for more information. 

lowkey - specifies the low key of the key range. If lowkey is shorter than 
the actual keys, it will be padded on the right with binary zeros. 

highkey - specifies the high key of the key range. If highkey is shorter 
than the actual keys, it will be padded on the right with binary ones. 

KEYRANGES cannot be specified when REUSE, NUMBERED, or 
NONINDEXEP is specified. 

Abbreviation: KRNG 

KEYS ( lengthf) offset) 164 Q 
specifies information about the key field of records in a key-sequenced file. 

length f) offset - specifies the length of the key-field in bytes (between 1 
and 255), and its displacement (offset) from the beginning of the data 
record, in bytes. The sum of the length and offset cannot exceed the length 
of the shortest record nor the length of the first segment of a spanned 
record. These values can be expressed in decimal (n), hexadecimal (X'n'), 
or binary (B'n') form. 

KEYS cannot be specified when NUMBERED or NONINDEXED is 
specified. 

Default: 64 0 

MASTERPW ( password) 
specifies a master password for the cluster or component. The master 
password allows all operations. IfMASTERPW is not specified and if 
other passwords exist, the highest-level existing password automatically 
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becomes the master password. See CONTROLPW for the defmition of 
password. 

Abbreviation: MRPW 

MODEL ( entryname [/ password] [ catname [/ password] ] ) 
specifies that the catalog entry of an already-defined cluster is to be used 
as a model for the entry being built. The model (already-defined cluster) 
can have space allocated to it or not. See "How to Use One Object as a 
Model For Another Object and Override System Defaults" in 
VSE/ VSAM Programmer's Reference for more information about MOD­
EL. 

entryname - specifies the name of the entry to be used as a model. The 
entry to be used as a model must be of the same entry type as the entry 
being built. For example, if you are using this parameter at the data 
component level, the object used as a model must be a data component. 

password - specifies a password. If the cluster or component whose entry 
is to be used as a model is password protected and is cataloged in a pass­
word protected catalog, either the cluster or component's password or its 
catalog'S password is required. Ifboth the entry password and the catalog 
password are specified, the catalog password will be used. If the protection 
attributes are to be copied, give the master password ofeither the model 
(following entryname ) or the catalog (following catname ). If the 
model's passwords are not to be copied, any password of either the model 
or its catalog can be used. 

catname - specifies the name of the catalog that contains the entry to be 
used as a model. This parameter is required if (l) you are going to specify 
the password of the catalog that defines the cluster or component instead 
of specifying the password of the cluster or component itself, or (2) the 
catalog is not the'default catalog. (The default catalog is (1) the job catalog 
if one is being used, or (2) the master catalog.) 

Restrictions: Your job may be terminated because of allocation problems 
if you use the MODEL parameter and (1) specify a device type different 
from that specified for the model through the VOLUMES parameter, (2) 
change the length of keys through the KEYS parameter, (3) change the 
size of records, buffer space, or control intervals through the 
RECORDSIZE, BUFFERSPACE, or CONTROLINTERVALSIZE 
parameter, (4) change from UNIQUE to SUBALLOCATION, or vice 
versa, or (5) change the unit of allocation through the TRACKS, 
BLOCKS, CYLINDERS, or RECORDS parameter. 

If modeling causes the cluster or component to be defined as UNIQUE, 
FILE must also be specified. 

NAME ( entryname ) 
specifies the name of the cluster or component. NAME must be specified 
for the cluster; it can optionally be specified for a data or index compo­
nent. If no name is specified for a component, a name is generated and 
listed for you. If components are not named, you are obliged to give, in a 
subsequent ALTER command, the long system-generated name. (This 
may be enough reason for you to specify the component name). Because a 
cluster, data component, and (for a key-sequenced file) index component 
are individually named, they can be processed individually. 

Chapter 3: Access Method Services Commands: DEFINE CLUSTER 3 -53 



You can specify NAME(entryname) to: 

a. 	Simply identify (name) the cluster or component (this is the most 
common usage). 

b. 	Predefine the workfiles for each partition in which you anticipate to 
use them (called partition independence). 

c. 	 Indicate that workfile space is to be shared between central proc­
essors with the capability to run the same job in any partition and 
either processor without conflict (called partition and central proc­
essor independence). 

a. 	To simply name the cluster or component, you specify a name that con­
tain from I through 44 alphameric characters, national characters (@, 
#, and $), and two special characters (the hyphen and the 12-0 over­
punch). Names containing more than eight characters must be segment­
ed by periods; one through eight characters may be specified between 
periods. The first character of any name or name segment must be 
either an alphabetic or a national character. 

b. 	To take advantage o/partition independence, you specify entryname as 
either: 

name.pid 
name contains a maximum of 27 characters with the same rules as 
above. 

pidis one of the following identifiers: BG, FI, F2, F3, F4, F5, F6, 
F7, F8, F9, FA, FB. 

or 

% name 
% (percent sign) indicates that you want VSAM to append a partition 
identifier to the name you specify. In this case the DEFINE com­
mand must execute in the partition where you want the file to be 
defined. For example if you specify %MY.FILE, VSAM generates 
the following: MY.FILE.BG (this assumes that the job was run in the 
BG partition). 

Ifyou want the workfile to occupy no data space while it is not open, 
specify the NOALLOCATION parameter in this DEFINE. 

name contains a maximum of 27 characters with the same rules as 
above. 

c. To take advantage 0/partition and central processor independence, you 
specify entryname as either: 

name. pid. cpu-id. model 
name (27 characters) and pid have the same meanings as above. 

cpu-id is the six-character CPU identification number (you must 
precede it with a C). 

model is the four-character model number (you must precede it with 
anM). 

or 

%%name 

%% indicates that you want VSAM to append a unique CPU identifi ­
cation and partition identifier to the name you specify. In this case 
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the DEFINE command must execute in the partition and the system 
where you want the file to be defined. For example if you specify 
%%MY.FILE, VSAM generates the following: 

MY.FILE.BG.COI0658.M4341 (this assumes that the job was run in 
the BG partition on a processor that had an identification number of 
010658 and a model number of 4341). 

If you want the workfile to occupy no data space while it is not open, 
specify the NOALLOCA nON parameter in this DEFINE. 

name (27 characters) has the same meaning as above. 

NOALLOCATION 
indicates that no space allocation is to take place for this derme. This 
allows you to create (a) a dynamic file, (b) a model (default list of 
parameters) that can be applied, in subsequent define operations, to all the 
files of a particular file organization, or ( c) a model that can be applied, in 
subsequent define operations, to a specific file. See VSEj VSAM 
Programmer's Reference for more information on dynamic files and mod­
eling. 

• 	 You create a dynamicfile by specifying the NOALLOCATION param­
eter together with REUSE. No space is suballocated to a dynamic file 
at define time, rather, the required space (specified with a space alloca­
tion parameter at define time) is suballocated to the file when VSAM 
opens it. Dynamic files can be entry-sequenced, key-sequenced, or 
relative-record files. 

When a dynamic file is closed, the file is reset to empty (high-used RBA 
set to 0, and all space is deallocated) if(l) the ACB specifies (a) 
PARMS=(CLOSDSP=DELETE) or (b) 
PARMS=(CLOSDSP=DATE) and the expiration date has been 
reached, or (2) the DLBL statement specifies DISP=(,DELETE) or 
DISP=(,DATE) and the expiration date is reached. 

• 	 You create a default model for the files ofa particular file organization 
(key-sequenced, entry-sequenced, relative record) by specifying in this 
DEFINE command, the NOALLOCA TION parameter, a reserved 
entry name (see below) and the specific list of parameters that you want 
the model to have. The parameters in this model can be viewed as a 
system default because they effectively override the actual system 
default when the parameter is not explicitly specified. 

No data space is ever occupied by this type of model; it exists solely as 
an entry in the catalog. This also applies to any space allocation param­
eters you specify with NOALLOCATION; VSAM uses them for space 
allocation in subsequent defines. Each catalog can contain one model 
for each of the five different file organizations. The reserved entryn­
ames that you specify for a particular file organization are: 

Reserved Entryname File Organization 
DEFAUL T.MODEL.KSDS Key-sequenced file 
DEFAULT.MODEL.ESDS Entry-sequenced file 
DEFAUL T.MODEL.RRDS Relative record file 
DEFAULT.MODEL.AIX Alternate index 
DEFAULT.MODEL.ESDS.SAM Managed SAM file· 

• Referto Using the VSE/VSAM Space Management/or SAM Feature. 

• 	 You create a model that applies to one specific file (and occupies no 
data space) by specifying in the DEFINE command, the NOALLOCA-
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TION parameter, an ordinary entryname, and the specific parameters to 
be included in the model. 

This differs from the preceding case because in this case you can have 
more than one model for a particular file organization. You use this 
type of model by specifying its entryname (instead of a reserved entryn­
arne) in the MODEL parameter ofa subsequent DEFINE command. 

In the case of default models, the BUFFERSPACE, RECORDSIZE, 
CONTROLINTER V ALSIZE, or the four password parameters 
(READ PW, etc.) are not modeled. 

If you specify NOALLOCATION for the data component ofa key­
sequenced file you must also specify it for the index component; you can, 
and normally would, specify it only at the cluster level in which case it 
propagates to both the data and index component levels. 

Abbreviation: NAL 

NOERASE (see ERASE) 

NOIMBED (see IMBED) 

NONINDEXED (see INDEXED) 

NONSPANNED (see SPANNED) 

NOREPLICATE (see REPLICATE) 

NOREUSE (see REUSE) 

NOWRITECHECK (see WRITECHECK) 

NUMBERED (see INDEXED) 

ORDERED IUNORDERED 
specifies whether volumes are to be used in the order in which they were 
listed in the VOLUMES parameter. IfKEYRANGES is also specified, all 
of the records within the range specified by the first low-key/high-key pair 
are placed on the first volume specified in VOLUMES; all of the records 
within the second range are placed on the second volume; etc. If it is 
impossible to allocate volumes in the given order and ORDERED is 
specified, DEFINE processing is terminated. 

Abbreviations: ORO and UNORD 

Default: UNORDERED 

OWNER ( ownerid ) 
identifies the owner of the cluster. The ownerid may contain one through 
eight EBCDIC characters. The ownerid must be enclosed in single quota­
tion marks if it contains a comma, semicolon, blank, parenthesis, or slash. 
If a single quotation mark appears within ownerid, it must be coded as 
two single quotation marks when the ownerid is enclosed in single quota­
tion marks. Ownerid may also be coded in hexadecimal form 
(X'ownerid'). 

READPW ( password) 
specifies a read password for the cluster or component. The read password 
permits read operations. See CONTROLPW for the definition of pass­
word. 
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Abbreviation: RDPW 

RECORD FORMAT ( format) 
(see Using the VSEjVSAM Space Management/or SAM Feature, SC24­
5192) 

RECORDS ( primary [D secondary] ) 
specifies the number of records for which space is to be allocated. If 
RECORDS is specified at the cluster or data component level, the space 
must be large enough to include the index records or the me will not hold 
the expected number of data records. See the CYLINDERS parameter for 
the information and restrictions that apply to CKD devices. See the 
BLOCKS parameter for information on FBA devices. 

Abbreviation: REC 

RECORDSIZE ( averageD maximum) 
specifies the average and maximum lengths, in bytes, of the data record. 
These values can be expressed in decimal (n), hexadecimal (X'n'), or 
binary (B'n') form. The minimum record size that can be specified is one. 

Control interval size will be adjusted, if necessary, to accomodate the 
maximum record size plus 7 (non-spanned) or average record size plus to 
(spanned). The maximum control interval size is 32,768. For spanned 
records, the maximum record size cannot exceed control area size minus 
to bytes of control information for each control interval contained in the 
control area. 

When defining a relative-recordfile, the average and maximum record 
sizes must be equal. 

Abbreviation: RECSZ 

Default: The default values 4089 and 4089 are used for the average and 
maximum record sizes if SPANNED is not specified, 4086 and 32600 if 
SPANNED is specified. This default (4086 or 4089) overrides the data 
component CONTROLINTERV ALSIZE default value of 2048. 

RECOVERY ISPEED 
specifies whether control areas allocated to the data component are to be 
preformatted before records are inserted into them. SPEED/RECOVERY 
applies only to initial loading. 

When RECOVERY is specified or defaulted to, the data component's 
control areas are written with records that indicate end-of-me. When a 
data record is written (during the initial load) into a control interval, it is 
always followed by a record that identifies the just-written record as the 
last record in the cluster. If the initial load fails, your program may be able 
to resume loading data records after the last correctly-written data record 
(because an end-of-me indicator identifies it as the last record; that is, no 
more data records follow.) The BLDINDEX, IMPORT, IMPORTRA, 
and REPRO commands do not provide the resume-loading capability. 

When SPEED is specified, the data component's space is not preformat­
ted. Its space might contain data records from a previous use of the space, 
or it might contain binary zeros; its contents are unpredictable. If the 
initial load fails, you must load the data records again from the beginning 
(because VSAM is unable to determine where your last correctly written 
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record is, VSAM can't find a valid end-of-file indicator when it searches 
your data records). 

When you specify or default to RECOVERY, your initial load takes 
longer because the control areas are written initially with end-of-file 
indicators, and again with your data records. When you specify SPEED, 
your initial load is quicker. 

You cannot use the VERIFY command to recover from a system failure 
that occurred during the initial load of a file unless you specify or default 
to RECOVERY. 

Abbreviation: RCVY 

Default: RECOVERY 

REPLICATE INOREPLICATE 
specifies, for a key-sequenced file only, whether each index record is to be 
written on a track (min-CA) as many times as it will fit to reduce rotational 
delay and improve performance. The sequence set is implicitly replicated 
ifIMBED is specified, even if REPLICATE is not specified. 

Abbreviations: REPL and NREPL 

Default: NOREPLICATE 

REUSE INOREUSE 
specifies whether the cluster can be opened repetitively as a new file, that 
is, with its high-used RBA set to O. This parameter allows the use of a 
VSAM file as a work file. When a reusable file is opened for output, its 
high-used RBA is set to 0 if you open it with (I) an ACB that specifies 
MACRF=RST, or (2) a DLBL statement that specifies DISP=NEW. 
When a reusable file is closed, its high-used RBA is set to 0 if (I) the ACB 
specifies (a) PARMS=(CLOSDSP=DELETE) or (b) 
PARMS=(CLOSDSP= DATE) and the expiration date has been reached, 
or (2) the DLBL statement specifies DISP=DELETE or DISP=DATE 
and the expiration date has been reached. 

You can define entry-sequenced, key-sequenced, and relative-record files 
as reusable. Alternate indexes may not be defined over a reusable cluster; 
however, it is permissible to define reusable alternate indexes that are 
related to a nonreusable base cluster. 

Reusable files can be multi-volumed and are restricted to a maximum of 
16 physical extents per volume. REUSE must not be specified together 
with UNIQUE or KEYRANGES. 

Abbreviations: RUS and NRUS 

Default: NOREUSE 

SHAREOPTIONS ( value [l) reserved] ) 
specifies how a file (data or index component of a cluster) can be shared 
within one or more VSE systems. Files that are shared across VSE systems 
must reside on a shared DASD device (this excludes the 23xx series of 
devices - they can share files within one system only). A file cannot be 
deleted or reset, or its share option value altered, if it is currently open for 
another program, regardless of the share option value specified. 
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During the initial load of a file (and irrespective of the share-option value 
specified) VSAM treats the share-option specification as if it were SHAR­
EOPTIONS (1). After the file is loaded and successfully closed, VSAM 
uses the original share-option value. 

value - specifies the degree of file sharing on one or more VSE systems. If 
a file cannot be shared for the type of sharing you specify, your request to 
open it is denied. The values that can be specified are: 

specifies that the file being defined can be opened by any number of 
users for input processing; once the file is opened for input it cannot be 
opened for output processing. Conversly once the file has been opened 
for output processing, no other user can open it for input or output until 
that (the first) output processing has been completed. This option 
ensures full read and write integrity. The default value is 1. 

2 
specifies that the file being defined can be opened by any number of 
users for input processing even if one user is using it for output process­
ing. No more than one user can open the file for output at one time. 
This option ensures write integrity only, because the file might be 
modified while records are being retrieved from it. Therefore, each user 
must ensure his own file's read integrity. 

3 
specifies that the file can be opened by any number of users for both 
input and output processing. Except for initial load processing, VSAM 
does nothing to ensure read or write integrity; it only ensures that the 
opened file is not deleted or reset, and that its share option value is not 
altered. 

4 
specifies that the file can be opened by any number of users for input 
processing. At the same time the file can be opened by one or more 
users on a single system for output processing. The system that gains 
exclusive control of the file for output processing will be the one that 
first issues a request for output processing. VSAM ensures write integri­
ty each time a record is updated or inserted as in share option 2. 

You can ensure read integrity by retrieving records with the update 
option; if you do not use the update option, some records in control 
intervals being updated concurrently by more than one program might 
be missed or skipped by VSAM because each program might retrieve a 
different copy of the control interval. 

Sharing option 4 is not valid for an entry-sequenced file; if you specify 
share option 4, VSAM treats the specification as though share option 2 
had been specified. 

reserved - for OSjVS compatibility only. The valid OSjVS values for 
this subparameter are 3 and 4. This subparameter refers to cross system 
sharing in OSjVS; it has no effect in VSE except that VSAM stores its 
value in the catalog. (This subparameter takes effect in OSjVS in those 
~ases where the file is imported into an OSjVS system). The default value 
is 3. 

Abbreviation: SHR 
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SPANNED INONS PANNED 
specifies whether or not the maximum length of a data record may be 
greater than the control interval size, that is, whether a data record may 
span control intervals. A spanned record always begins on a control 
interval boundary. SPANNED cannot be specified when NUMBERED is 
specified. 

IfNONSPANNED is specified and the computed control interval size is 
less than the maximum record size, an error message is issued and the 
object is not defined. 

Abbreviations: SPND and NSPND 

Default: NONSPANNED 

SPEED (see RECOVERY) 

SUBALLOCATION (see UNIQUE) 

TO (see FOR) 

TRACKS ( primary [f) secondary] ) 
specifies the number of tracks to be allocated. If the space is allocated to a 
cluster with the UNIQUE attribute, the space is rounded up to the nearest 
cylinder. Ifyou specify a number equal to or greater than the number of 
tracks per cylinder, then the allocation is made in terms of cylinders. 
See the CYLINDERS parameter for more information and restrictions. 

Abbreviation: TRK 

UNIQUE ISUBALLOCATION INOALLOCATION 
specifies whether the cluster's components are allocated space of their own, 
whether a portion of previously-defined VSAM data space is to be used for 
each component, or whether no space is to be allocated to the cluster (see 
NOALLOCATION). 

UNIQUE cannot be specified together with REUSE. You cannot define a 
unique file in a volume which does not already contain a VSAM data 
space if the unique file's catalog entry is to be in a recoverable catalog. 

If SUBALLOCATION is specified: a data space must exist on the volume 
on which the cluster or components are to reside. The name of the data 
space, not of the component, appears in the VTOC. 

If UNIQUE is specified: 

• 	 A cluster's data and (for a key-sequenced file) index component is 
allocated space of its own and the name of the component appears in 
the VTOC of the volume(s}. 

• 	 For the data component of a key-sequenced cluster and the data com­
ponent resides on a 3330 volume, the index component must reside on a 
3330 volume. 

• 	 For any cluster or component, each volume specified through the 
VOLUMES parameter must have at least one and no more than 16 
EXTENT statements. The associated logical unit must not be assigned 
to IGNORE or UA (unassigned). 

• 	 For CKD devices, data extents must begin on cylinder boundaries. 

3 - 60 Using VSE/VSAM Commands and Macros 



• 	 A FILE parameter must be specified for each unique component 

individually or on the cluster level. 


• 	 For a key-sequenced cluster with KEYRANGES specified, each key 
range must be on a different volume and there cannot be fewer volumes 
specified through the VOLUMES parameter than there are key-range 
pairs specified through KEYRANGES. 

Abbreviations: UNQ and SUBAL 

Default: SUBALLOCATION 

UNORDERED (see ORDERED) 

UPDATEPW ( password) 
specifies an update password for the cluster or component. The update 
password permits read and write operations. See CONTROLPW for the 
definition of password. 

Abbreviation: UPDPW 

U SEC LAS S ( primary [IS secondary] ) 
specifies the class of data space to be occupied by a nonunique 
(suballocated) cluster or component. For the primary allocation of space: 

o 	 specifies that the cluster or component is to occupy class 0 data 
space. Data spaces defined under OSjVS and DOSjVS Release 
34 (and prior releases) are class 0 data spaces. 0 is the default 
space classification. 

specifies that the cluster or component is to occupy class 1 data 
space. You are strongly urged to use class I for fixed-head areas 
of direct access storage. 

2-7 	specifies that the cluster or component is to occupy the specified 
class of data space (user-dermed). 

F or the secondary allocation of space: 

o 	 specifies class 0 data space is to be used by the cluster or compo­
nent. 

P 	 specifies that the primary space classification is to be used. P is the 
default. 

Whenever the cluster or component increases in size so as to extend on to 
additional volumes, the first suballocation on each overflow volume is 
directed to the class of space specified by the primary subparameter. All 
subsequent allocations on each overflow volume use the class of space that 
is specified by the secondary subparameter. If the file is extended after you 
IMPORT CONNECT to OSjVS or DOSjVS Release 34 (or earlier), no 
USECLASS assignments are made (the file is extended into any available 
data space because class specifications apply to VSEjVSAM only). The 
file is still processable under VSEjVSAM, but the LISTCA T output may 
be inaccurate. 

If you assign a non-zero USECLASS value to a unique cluster or compo­
nent, the DEFINE will terminate. 

If USECLASS is specified only at the cluster level, it is applied also to the 
data and index component levels. If USECLASS is specified at the data 
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level only, it is applied also to the index level. If you want different classi­
fications assigned to the data and index components of a key-sequenced 
file you must specify (or default) different values at both the data and 
index levels. 

See "Data Space Classification" in VSE/ VSAM Programmer's Reference 
for more information. 

Abbreviation: USCL 

VOLUMES ( valser [t) valser • •• ] ) IDEFAULTVOLUMES 
specifies the volume(s) to contain the cluster or component. 

VOLUMES 
can be specified as a parameter of CLUSTER or DAT A,or of both 
DATA and INDEX. If more than one volume is specified with a single 
VOLUME parameter, they must be of the same device type except if 
you are establishing (defining) a default model (you can specify differ­
ent device types in the model). 

If you want the data and index components to reside on different vol­
umes, you must specify the VOLUMES parameter together with DATA 
and INDEX. 

You can specify up to 123 volumes for each component. A volume 
serial number, valser, may contain one to six alphameric, national (@, 
#, and $), and special characters (commas, blanks, semicolons, par­
entheses, slashes, asterisks, periods, quotation marks, ampersands, plus 
signs, hyphens, and equal signs). Single quotation marks within a 
volume serial number must be coded as two single quotation marks. A 
volume serial number must be enclosed in single quotation marks if it 
contains a special character. For consistency with VSE job control, only 
alphameric characters should be used. 

DEFAULTVOLUMES 
is used in conjunction with the MODEL parameter to indicate that 
VSAM is to select the volume(s) it needs from a list ofvolume(s) estab­
lished in a default model instead of from volumes specified in the 
named model or the current define (see "Default Volumes" in 
VSE/ VSAM Programmer's Reference for more information). 

An error occurs if you specify DEFAULTVOLUMES and VOLUMES 
together at the same level. You can specify DEFAULTVOLUMES at 
any level and in any combination of levels; if specified at the cluster 
level, DEFAULTVOLUMES propagates to the data component level 
and, if applicable, to the index component level. If DEFAULTVO­
LUMES propagates to the data and index component levels where a 
VOLUMES parameter has been specified, the VOLUMES parameter 
takes precedence. 

IfDEFAULTVOLUMES is specified (or defaulted to) at any level with 
the ORDERED or UNIQUE parameters, VSAM indicates an error. 

Abbreviations: VOL and DFVOL 

Default: DEFAULTVOLUMES 
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WRITECHECKINOWRITECHECK 
specifies whether to check the data transfer of records written in the 
cluster. IfWRITECHECK is specified, a record is written and then read, 
without data transfer, to test for the data check condition. If 
NOWRITECHECK is specified, a record is written but no checking 
occurs. 

Abbreviations: WCK and NWCK 

Default: NOWRITECHECK 
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DEFINE MASTERCA TALOG 

The DEFINE command (DEF) is used to define the master catalog. When 
you define a master catalog, a data space to contain the catalog is automati­
cally created. Entries for both the master catalog itself and the volume 
containing the data space are placed in the master catalog. A catalog must 
have a master password if any VSAM files cataloged in it are to be password 
protected. A catalog must have an update or higher-level password if any 
non VSAM files cataloged in it are to be password protected. See "Defming 
the Master Catalog" in "Using DEFINE: Defining Objects in a Catalog" and 
Example 1 in "Appendix A: Sample Job Streams" for more information. 

The format of the DEFINE command is shown below. Note that the organi­
zation of the command consists ofthree groupings. These groupings are 
referred to as levels in this book; note that some parameters appear in more 
than one level. 

Master Catalog Level 

DEFINE MASTERCATALOG 
( 

{DEDICATE I 
CYLINDERS ( primary [f) secondary] ) I 
BLOCKS ( primary [f) secondary] ) I 
RECORDS ( primary [f) secondary] ) I 
TRACKS ( primary [f) secondary] ) } 

:1111(•• liI.:~:: 
NAME ( entryname ) 
VOLUME ( vo/ser) 
[ATTEMPTS ( number) ] 
[AUTHORIZATION ( entrypoint [f)string] ) ] 
[BUFFERSPACE ( size) ] 
[ CLASS ( value) ] 
[ CODE ( code) ] 
[ CONTROLPW ( password) ] 
[ FOR ( days) I TO ( date) ] 
[ IMBED I NOIMBED] 
[ MASTERPW ( password) ] 
[ORIGIN ( tracknumberl blocknumber) ] 
[ OWNER ( ownerid ) ] 
[ READPW ( password) ] 
[RECOVERABLE I NOTRECOVERABLE] 
[ UPDATEPW ( password) ] 
[WRITECHECKINOWRITECHECK] 

) 

Note: Ignore the shaded parameters if you are using the job control simplification introduced in 
Release 2. The shaded parameters are included for the convenience of users who are using the 
Release I method ofjob control (see Appendix J for their explanation). 

(continued on next page) 
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Data Component Level 

[DATA 
( 

[BUFFERSPACE ( size) ] 
[CYLINDERS ( primary [fl secondary] ) I 

BLOCKS ( primary [fl secondary] ) I 
RECORDS ( primary [fl secondary] ) I 
TRACKS ( primary [fl secondary] ) ] 

[RECOVERABLE I NOTRECOVERABLE] 
[WRITECHECKINOWRITECHECK] 

) ] 

Index Component Level 

[INDEX 
( 

[CYLINDERS ( primary) I 
BLOCKS ( primary [fl secondary] ) I 
RECORDS ( primary) I 
TRACKS ( primary) ] 

[IMBED I NOIMBED] 
[WRITECHECKINOWRITECHECK] 

) ] 

DEFINE MASTER CAT ALOG Parameters: Summary 

The parameters of the DEF MCAT command can be divided into the follow­
ing categories: 

Name, which specifies: 

• 	 The name of the catalog being dermed (NAME). This is a required 
parameter. 

Data organization, which specifies: 

• 	 Whether the sequence-set records (the lowest level of the index) are to be 
placed with the data component of the catalog (IMBED, NOIMBED). 

Allocation, which specifies: 

• 	 The volume and location on the volume where the master catalog is to 
reside (VOLUME, ORIGIN). 

• 	 The amount of space to be allocated (BLOCKS, CYLINDERS, DEDI­
CATE, RECORDS, or TRACKS). One of these parameters is required. 

• 	 The classification of the catalog's data space (CLASS). See "Data Space 
Classification" in VSE/ VSAM Programmer's Reference for more informa­
tion. 

• 	 The space to be provided for buffers (BUFFERSPACE). 

Protection and integrity, which specifies: 

• 	 Passwords to be associated with the catalog (MASTERPW, CON­
TROLPW, UPDATEPW, READPW). 
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• 	 A prompting code (CODE) and number of attempts allowed to provide the 
correct password in response to prompting at the operator's console 
(ATTEMPTS). 

• 	 A user-supplied authorization verification routine (AUTHORIZATION). 

• 	 The owner of the catalog (OWNER). 

• 	 A retention period (FOR, TO). 

• 	 Whether write-check operations are to be performed as records are insert­
ed in the catalog (WRITECHECK, NOWRITECHECK). 

• 	 Whether a catalog recovery area (CRA) is to be created on each volume 
owned by the catalog (RECOVERABLE, NONRECOVERABLE). 

DEFINE MASTER CATALOG Parameters 

ATTEMPTS ( number) 
specifies the maximum number of times (0 through 7) the operator can try 
to enter a correct password in response to a prompting message. If 0 is 
specified, the operator is not prompted and is not allowed to enter a pass­
word from the console. This value can be expressed in decimal (n), hexa­
decimal (X'n'), or binary (B'n') form. 

Abbreviation: ATT 

Default: 2 

AUTHORI ZAT I ON ( entrypoint [f) string] ) 
specifies that in addition to passwords, you are supplying a routine to 
check the authority of a processing program to access the master catalog. 
VSAM transfers control to the verification routine only after the program 
trying to open the master catalog gives a correct password other than the 
catalog's master password. (The verification routine is always bypassed 
whenever a correct master password is specified.) See VSEjVSAM 
Programmer's Reference for more information. 

entrypoint - specifies the entry point name of the USVR. The entry point 
name may contain one through eight alphameric, national (@, #, and $), 
or special (hyphen and 12-0 overpunch) characters. The first character 
must be an alphabetic or a national character. Entrypoint is the phase 
name in the core image library. 

string - specifies up to 255 characters that are to be passed to the USVR 
when it receives control to verify authorization. The string must be en­
closed in single quotation marks if it contains commas, semicolons, blanks, 
parentheses, or slashes. A single quotation mark within a string must be 
coded as two single quotation marks if the string is enclosed in single 
quotation marks. If the string is specified in hexadecimal, it must be 
preceded by X and enclosed in single quotation marks (X'string'). 

Abbreviation: AUTH 

BLOCKS ( primary [f) secondary] ) 
specifies,jor FBA devices only, the number of blocks to be allocated to the 
master catalog. Each block is a fixed size of 512 bytes. This parameter 
must be specified at the catalog level. In addition, it can be specified at the 
data component level, or at both the data and index component levels. 
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primary [D secondary ] - specifies the number of blocks to be made 
available for primary and secondary allocation. Primary and secondary 
can be specified in decimal (n), hexadecimal (X'n'), or binary (B'n') form. 

Secondary allocation of space to the catalog depends on the following: 

• 	 If you do not specify a secondary value, VSAM itself extends the 
catalog's data and index components an additional 15 times (one con­
trol area at a time). 

• 	 If you specify secondary at the data component level, VSAM uses the 
specified value to extend (if needed) your catalog an additional 15 
times. Note that if the value you specify does not coincide with a con­
trol area boundry, VSAM rounds it down to the nearest multiple 
(control area) and then uses this multiple for the secondary extensions. 

• 	 If you specify a secondary value at the catalog level or index component 
level, VSE VSAM ignores it (in this case the specified value is solely an 
entry in the catalog for purposes ofOS/VS compatibility) and instead 
extends the index component by one control area at a time for an 
additional 15 times. 

If you specify a value that does not coincide with a min-CA (track) bound­
ary, VSAM rounds it up to a value that equals a min-CA boundary. For 
example, if you specify BLOCKS (40) for the 3310, VSAM rounds 40 up 
to 64. 

A further consideration applies to the BLOCKS specification at the cata­
log level only. VSAM acquires the data space for the catalog concurrently 
with the DEFINE MASTERCATALOG command. If the beginning 
block number (specified in the ORIGIN parameter) does not coincide with 
a min-CA boundary, VSAM rounds it up to the next min-CA boundary; if 
the ending block (ORIGIN value plus BLOCKS value) does not coincide 
with a min-CA boundary, VSAM rounds it down to the previous min-CA 
boundary. For example, ORIGIN (40) and BLOCKS (100) for the 3310 
indicates that space for the catalog begins at block number 64 (40 is round­
ed to 64) and ends at block number 127 (39 is rounded down to 127). 

Be aware that in some instances, after VSAM rounds the values you 
specified, zero space is the resultant allocation. For example, if you specify 
ORIGIN (40) and BLOCKS (50), VSAM rounds 40 up to 64 as before. 
However when VSAM rounds the ending block value of 89 (40 + 50 - 1 = 

89) down to the closest min-CA boundary, the value (63) is less than the 
beginning block value. Therefore no data space is available for allocation 
to the catalog. (Beginning block is 64: the ending block is 63). 

TRACKS or CYLINDERS cannot be specified for FBA devices; the 
RECORDS or DEDICATE parameters are valid for FBA devices. For 
further information on min-CAs and FBA devices see "Min-CA, Max­
CA" in VSE/VSAM Programmer's Reference. For more information on 
space allocation, see "How Data Space is Assigned to a Catalog." 

Abbreviation: BLK or BLOCK 

BUFFERSPACE ( size) 
specifies the minimum space to be provided for buffers when the master 
catalog is being used. 

size - is the number of bytes to be provided for buffers when the master 
catalog is being used. The amount must be 3072 (minimum), 4096,5120, 
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6144,7168, or 8192 (maximum) bytes. It can be expressed in decimal (n), 
hexadecimal (X'n'), or binary (B'n') form. 

Abbreviation: BUFSPC or BUFSP 

Default: 3072 if BUFFERSPACE is not coded; 8192 if a value greater 
than 8192 is specified. 

CLASS ( value) 
specifies the data space classification to be assigned to the total amount of 
data space allocated for the catalog (even that portion of space not used, if 
any, by the catalog). The values you can specify (only at the master cata­
log level) are: 

o 	 specifies the standard space class. Data spaces defined under 
OS/VS and DOS/VS Release 34 (and prior releases) are treated 
as class 0 data spaces. (OS/VS and DOS/VS ignore space classifi­
cations). 0 is the default value. 

indicates that class I is to be assigned to the data space. You are 
urged to assign class I to fixed-head areas of direct access storage. 

2-7 	specifies that the defined data space is classified according to your 
own criteria. You can use any criteria to classify the data space; 
for example, you can assign particular files to the middle section 
of a volume if you feel that by doing this the performance of your 
installation will be enhanced. 

See "Data Space Classification" in VSE/VSAM Programmer's Reference 
for more information on space classes. 

CODE (code) 
specifies a code name for the master catalog. If an attempt is made to 
access a password protected catalog without a password, the code name is 
used in a prompting message to the operator rather than the name of the 
catalog. The operator can then provide the correct password. The code 
may contain from one through eight EBCDIC characters. 

The code must be enclosed in single quotation marks if it contains com­
mas, semicolons, blanks, parentheses, or slashes. Ifa single quotation 
mark appears within the code, it must be coded as two single quotation 
marks. Code can also be expressed in hexadecimal (X'code') form. 

If CODE is not specified and an attempt is made to access a password­
protected catalog without supplying a password, the operator is prompted 
with the name of the master catalog. 

CONTROLPW ( password) 
specifies a control password for the master catalog. The control password 
permits read and write operations using control interval access and all 
operations permitted by the update and read passwords. Even though the 
master catalog is a form of cluster and conventional clusters may be 
opened with a control password, the master catalog cannot be opened as a 
file unless the user supplies its master password. A master password 
permits such operations as REPRO to be performed on the catalog. See 
"Passwords to Authorize Access" in VSE/ VSAM Programmer's Reference 
for additional information. 
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password - is a one through eight EBCDIC character password. If the 
password contains commas, semicolons, blanks, parentheses, or slashes, 
the password must be enclosed in single quotation marks. Single quotation 
marks within a password must be coded as two single quotation marks if 
the password is enclosed in single quotation marks. Password can also be 
expressed in hexadecimal (X'password') form. 

Note: Authorization checking for files cataloged in the master catalog is not performed if the 
master catalog is not password protected. 

Abbreviation: CTLPW 

CYLINDERS ( primary [IS secondary] ) 
specifies,jor CKD devices only, the number of cylinders to be allocated. 

\ 	 Either this parameter or the BLOCKS, DEDICATE, RECORDS, or 
TRACKS parameter must be specified at the master catalog level. In 
addition, they (except DEDICATE), can be specified at the data level, or 
at both the data and index levels. See "How Data Space is Assigned to a 
Catalog" for more information. Do not specify CYLINDERS or 
TRACKS for FBA devices or BLOCKS for CKD devices. 

primary [IS secondary ] - specifies the number of cylinders available for 
primary and secondary allocation. These values can be expressed in 
decimal (n), hexadecimal (X'n') or binary (B'n') form. 

The primary suballocation for the combined data and index components 
must be contained in a single extent (contiguous data space). 

Secondary allocation of space to the catalog depends on the following: 

• 	 Ifyou specify secondary at the data component level, VSAM uses the 
specified value to extend (if needed) your catalog an additional 15 
times. Note ~hat if the value you specify does not coincide with a con­
trol area boundary, VSAM rounds it down to the nearest multiple 
(control area) and then uses this multiple for the secondary extensions. 

• 	 Ifyou specify a secondary value at the catalog level or index component 
level, VSE VSAM ignores it (in this case the specified value is solely an 
entry in the catalog for purposes ofOSjVS compatability) and instead 
extends the index component by one control area at a time for an 
additional 15 times. 

• 	 Ifyou do not specify secondary value, VSAM itself extends the catalog'S 
data and index components an additional 15 times (one control area at 
a time). 

Abbreviation: CYL 

DATA ( options) 
specifies attributes of the data component of the catalog. The suballoca­
tion of space for the data and index components of the master catalog is 
discussed in "How Data Space is Assigned to a Catalog." 

IfDATA allocation parameters are not coded, the space specified at the 
master catalog level is available to contain catalog entries only. 

The total amount of space specified through DATA and INDEX parame­
ters cannot be greater than that specified at the MASTERCA T ALOG 
level. 
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DEDICATE 
specifies that the unowned and unallocated space (maximum of 16 extents) 
on VOLUME(volser) is to be owned by the master catalog. (If the catalog 
is recoverable, VSAM suballocates one cylinder (max-CA) of this space for 
the CRA.) DEDICATE is mutually exclusive with the space allocation 
parameters (BLOCKS, RECORDS, TRACKS, CYLINDERS) and can be 
specified at the catalog level only. Do not specify the ORIGIN parameter 
with DEDICATE. There must be a contiguous area of space on the 
volume large enough to contain the primary allocation. 

You can specify: 

• 	 DEDICATE alone - no space parameters (BLOCKS, TRACKS, 
RECORDS, or CYLINDERS) are specified at the data and index 
component levels; in this case the data space suballocated to the catalog 
itself is calculated by VSAM to be the minimum size catalog and the 
remaining space is available for later use by VSAM. 

• 	 DEDICATE at the catalog level and a space parameter value at both 
the data component and index component levels; in this case the data 
space suballocated to the catalog itself, is the sum of the values specified 
at the data and index component levels. Any VSAM data space that is 
not suballocated at this time is available for later use by VSAM. 

• 	 DEDICATE at the catalog level and a space parameter value at the 
data component level; in- this case VSAM calculates the space required 
for the index component and adds this amount to the data component 
specification. This sum becomes the amount of data space that is subal­
located to the catalog. Any VSAM space that is not suballocated at this 
time is available for later use by VSAM. 

Abbreviation: DED 

FOR ( days) ITO ( date) 
specifies the retention period for the master catalog. 

FOR ( days) 
specifies the number of days the master catalog is to be kept. If the 
number specified is °through 1830, the catalog is retained for the 
number of days specified; if the number is 1831 through 9999 
(maximum), the catalog is retained through the year 1999. This value 
can be expressed in decimal (n), hexadecimal (X'n'), or binary (B'n') 
form. 

TO ( date) 
specifies the date until which the master catalog is to be kept. The date 
has the form yyddd, where yy (00 through 99) is the year and ddd (00 1 
through 366) is the day. 

Default: The expiration date is set to 0, which means that the master 
catalog can be deleted whenever it is empty. 

IMBED INOIMBED 

specifies whether the sequence set (the lowest level of the index) is to be 
placed with the data or index component of the catalog. If you specify 
IMBED (or it is defaulted to) the sequence-set record for each control area 
is written as many times as it will fit on the first track (min-CA) of the 
control area. If you specify NOIMBED, the sequence-set records are 
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stored together with the index set (high-level index) in the index compo­
nent ofthe catalog. IMBED is the default parameter for the catalog level. 

Ifyou specify IMBED or NOIMBED at the index component level, it 
overrides the specification made (or defaulted to) at the catalog level. A 
catalog defined with the NOIMBED parameter cannot be processed by 
OS/VS VSAM or earlier releases (Release 34 and previous) of DOS/VS 
VSAM unless you convert the non-imbedded catalog to an imbedded 
catalog. See "Converting an Imbedded Catalog" in VSE/VSAM 
Programmer's Reference for conversion information. 

Abbreviation: IMBD or NIMBD 

INDEX ( options) 
specifies attributes ofthe index component of the catalog. The suballoca­
tion of space for the data and index components of the master catalog is 
discussed in "How Data Space is Assigned to a Catalog." 

An allocation parameter (BLOCKS, CYLINDERS, RECORDS, or 
TRACKS) must have been specified as a parameter of DATA for an 
allocation parameter to be specified as a parameter of INDEX. The total 
amount of space specified through the DATA and INDEX subparameters 
cannot be greater than that specified at the MASTERCATALOG level. 
The WRITECHECK/NOWRITECHECK parameter defaults to what­
ever was specified for the master catalog. 

MASTERCATALOG ( options) 
specifes that a master catalog is to be defmed. MASTERCA T ALOG is 
followed by the parameters specified for the catalog as a whole; they are 
optionally followed by the DATA and/or INDEX parameters and their 
subparameters. 

Abbreviations: MRCAT or MCAT 

MASTERPW ( password) 
specifies a master password for the master catalog. The AUTHORIZA­
TION, CODE, and ATTEMPTS parameters have no effect unless the 
catalog is master password protected. IfMASTERPW is not specified and 
if other passwords exist, the highest-level existing password automatically 
becomes the master password. The master password allows all operations; 
it is required to open the catalog as a file. See CONTROLPW for the 
definition of password. 

Abbreviation: MRPW 

NAME ( entryname ) 
specifies the name of the master catalog; it is identical to the file-ID in the 
IJSYSCT DLBL statement. The name may contain from 1 through 44 
alphameric characters, national characters (@' #, and $), and special 
characters (the hyphen and the 12-0 overpunch). Names containing more 
than eight characters must be segmented by periods; one through eight 
characters may be specified between periods. The first character of any 
name or name segment must be either an alphabetic or national character. 
This parameter is required. 

NOTRECOVERABLE (see RECOVERABLE) 
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NOWRITECHECK (see WRITECHECK) 

ORIGIN ( tracknumberl blocknumber) 
specifies the beginning point (track number or block number) of the 
master catalog's data space. (If the block number does not coincide with a 
min-CA boundary, VSAM rounds it up to the next min-CA boundary.) 
VSAM determines the ending point of the data space by adding the value 
you specify (at the master catalog level) for CYLINDERS, BLOCKS, 
TRACKS, or RECORDS (VSAM converts records and blocks to min­
CAs) to the ORIGIN specification. See "Assigning Space to a Catalog Via 
the ORIGIN Parameter and a Space Allocation Parameter" for more 
information. 

Specify ORIGIN at the catalog level only. Specify a value greater than 0 
for tracknumber and a value greater than I for blocknumber. 

You can omit the ORIGIN (and DEDICATE) parameter; in this case the 
beginning point of the catalog'S data space is the first available area on the 
volume that is large enough to contain your primary allocation (if you 
specified CYLINDERS, the beginning boundary is a cylinder boundary). 

Abbreviation: ORG 

OWNER ( ownerid ) 
identifies the owner of the master catalog. The ownerid may contain one 
through eight EBCDIC characters. The ownerid must be enclosed in 
single quotation marks if it contains a comma, semicolon, blank, parenthe­
sis, or slash. If a single quotation mark appears within ownerid, it must be 
coded as two single quotation marks when the ownerid is enclosed in 
single quotation marks. Ownerid can also be expressed in hexadecimal 
(X'ownerid') form. 

READPW ( password) 
specifies a read password for the master catalog. The read password 
permits read operations. See CONTROLPW for the defmition of pass­
word. 

Abbreviation: RDPW 

RECORDS ( primary [1) secondary) ) 
specifies the number of records for which space is to be allocated. Each 
record in the catalog contains 512 bytes. See the CYLINDERS parameter 
for the information and restrictions that apply to CKD devices. See the 
BLOCKS parameter for information on FBA devices. 

Abbreviation: REC 

RECOVERABLE INOTRECOVERABLE 
specifies that a CRA (catalog recovery area) is to be created on the 
catalog's volume and on each volume owned by the catalog. A CRA 
occupies one cylinder (max-CA); it is allocated from space defmed for the 
catalog itself, and from the first data space defmed on each new volume. 

When the CRA space becomes filled, the CRA can expand (one max-CA 
at a time) to include a maximum of 15 additional extents. The number of 
records a CRA can contain varies with the device type (for example, for a 
3330 with 20 control intervals per track, a 16-extent CRA will accommo­
date approximately 6000 records). 
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RECOVERABLE cannot be specified if the catalog will contain 

non VSAM files. 


Abbreviations: RVBL or NRVBL 

Default: NOTRECOVERABLE 

TO (see FOR) 

TRACKS ( primary [f> secondary] ) 
specifies the number of tracks to be allocated. Do not specify TRACKS 
for an FBA device. See the CYLINDERS parameter for more information 
and restrictions. 

Abbreviation: TRK 

UPDATEPW ( password) 
specifies an update password for the master catalog. The update password 
permits read and write operations. See CONTROLPW for the defmition 
of password. 

Abbreviation: UPDPW 

VOLUME ( vo/ser) 
specifies the volume that is to contain the master catalog. The volume 
cannot be currently owned by any other VSAM catalog. The volume serial 
number, vo/ser, may contain one to six alphameric, national (@, #, and 
$), and special characters (commas, blanks, semicolons, parentheses, 
slashes, asterisk, periods, quotation marks, ampersands, plus signs, hy­
phens, and equal signs). Single quotation marks within the volume serial 
number must be coded as two single quotation marks. The volume serial 
number must be enclosed in single quotation marks if it contains a special 
character. This parameter is required. 

For consistency with VSEjob control, only alphameric characters should 
be used. 

Abbreviation: VOL 

WRITECHECKINOWRITECHECK 
specifies whether to check the data transfer of records written in the master 
catalog. IfWRITECHECK is specified, a record is written and then read, 
without data transfer, to test for the data check condition. If NOWRITE­
CHECK is specified, a record is written but no checking occurs. 

Abbreviations: WCK and NWCK 

Default: NOWRITECHECK 
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DEFINE NONVSAM 

The DEFINE NONVSAM command (DEF NVSAM) is used to catalog a 
non VSAM file in a VSAM catalog provided the catalog is not defmed as 
recoverable. Any already existing file can be introduced into a master or user 
catalog through the DEFINE command. The only result of a DEFINE 
NONVSAM command is that an entry is created in a master or user catalog; 
no space is allocated or reserved. See "Defming aNonVSAM File" and 
Example 4 in "Appendix A: Sample Job Stream" for examples and more 
information. 

The format of the command is: 

DEFINE NONVSAM 
( 

DEVICETYPES ( devtype [f) devtype ••• ] ) 
NAME ( entryname) 
VOLUMES ( vo/ser [f) vo/ser ••• ] ) 
[FILESEQUENCENUMBERS 

( number [ f) number • •• ] ) ] 

[CATALOG ( catname [/ password ][~IIq§•.i1) ] 
Note: Ignore the shaded parameters if you are using the job control simplification introduced in 
Release 2. The shaded parameters are included for the convenience of users who are using the 
Release I method ofjob control (see Appendix J for their explanation). 

DEFINE NONVSAM Parameters 

CATALOG ( catname [/ password] ) 
identifies the catalog in which the nonVSAM file is to be defmed. The 
catalog must not be recoverable. You do not have to specify this parame­
ter (unless it is needed for password specification) when the nonVSAM ftle 
is to be defmed in the default catalog. (The default catalog is (1) the job 
catalog ifone is being used, or (2) the master catalog.) 

catname - is the name of the catalog. 

password - specifies the update or higher-level password of the catalog if 
it is password protected. 

Abbreviation: CAT 

DEVICETYPES ( devtype [f) devtype ••• ] ) 
specifies the device type(s) of the volumes containing the nonVSAM ftle. 
NonVSAM ftles on an FBA device cannot be defmed in a VSAM catalog. 
If the nonVSAM ftle resides on different device types, the device types 
must be specified in the same order as the volume serial numbers listed in 
the VOLUMES parameter. 

Abbreviation: DEVT 

Restriction: For devtype substitute only supported device types: 2400T9, 
2400T7, 2314, 2319, 3330, 3330-11, 3340, or 3350. 

FILESEQUENCENUMBERS ( number [f) number • •• ] ) 
specifies the ftle sequence number of the nonVSAM ftle being defmed if it 
resides on magnetic tape. This number indicates the position of the ftle 
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with respect to other ftles of the tape. If the ftle spans volumes, the ftle 
sequence number on each volume must be specified in the same order as 
the volumes in the VOLUMES parameter. This value can be expressed in 
decimal (n), hexadecimal (X'n'), or binary (B'n') form. 

Abbreviation: FSEQN 

NAME ( entryname ) 
specifies the name of the non VSAM me. The entryname is the name that 
appears in the catalog; it is the name used in all future references to the 
ftle. The entryname must be unique within the catalog in which it is 
defmed. The name may consist of I through 44 alphameric characters, 
national characters (@' #, and $), and special characters (hyphen and 12-0 
overpunch). Names containing more than eight characters must be seg­
mented by periods; one through eight characters may be specified between 
periods. The first character of any name or name segment must be either 
an alphabetic or a national character. 

NONVSAM ( options) 
specifies that anonVSAM ftle is to be defmed. NONVSAM is followed by 
the parameters that describe the non VSAM me; they are enclosed in 
parentheses. 

Abbreviation: NVSAM 

VOLUMES ( volser [f) volser • •• ] ) 
specifies the volume(s) that are to contain the nonVSAM me. If the me 
resides on magnetic tape and there is more than one tape me belonging to 
the me on a single tape volume, you must repeat the volume's serial 
number in order to maintain a one-to-one correspondence between the 
volume serial numbers and the file sequence numbers in the 
FILESEQUENCENUMBERS parameter. 

volser - may contain one through six alphameric, national (@' #, and $), 
and special characters (commas, blanks, semicolons, parentheses, slashes, 
asterisks, periods, quotation marks, ampersands, plussigns, hyphens, and 
equal signs). Single quotation marks within a volume serial number must 
be coded as two single quotation marks. For consistency with VSE job 
control, only alphameric characters should be used. A volume serial 
number must be enclosed in single quotation marks if it contains a special 
character. 

Abbreviation: VOL 
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DEFINE PA TH 

The DEFINE PATH command (DEF PATH) is used to defme a path. No 
data space is occupied by a path. A path relates an alternate index and its 
base cluster or, alternatively, a path may be defmed directly over a base 
cluster. A path and its related alternate index and base cluster must all be 
defmed in the same catalog. If the alternate index or base cluster specified in 
the PATH ENTRY parameter is password protected, the path being defmed 
should also be password protected to ensure the desired level of data security. 
Omitting password protection for the path allows access to the password 
protected data without the need of specifying a password. See "Defming a 
Path" and Example 8 in "Appendix A: Sample Job Streams" for examples 
and more information. 

The format ofthe DEFINE PATH command is: 

DEFINE PATH 
( 

NAME ( entryname ) 
PATHENTRY ( entryname [/ password] ) 
[ATTEMPTS ( number) ] 
[AUTHORIZATION ( entrypoint [f:> string] ) ] 
[ CODE ( code) ] 

~:II.i••iissword ) ] 

[ FOR ( days) ITO ( date) ] 

[MASTERPW ( password) ] 

[MODEL ( entryname [/ password] 


[ catname [/ password ]~1111.~] ) ] 
[ OWNER ( ownerid) ] 
[READPW ( password) ] 
[UPDATE INOUPDATE] 
[UPDATEPW ( password) ] 

[CATALOG ( catname [/ password ]II:11III1::, ) ] 
Note: Ignore the shaded parameters ifyou are using the job control simplification introduced in 
Release 2. The shaded parameters are included for the convenience of users who are using the 
Release I method ofjob control (see Appendix J for their explanation). 

DEFINE PATH Parameters: Summary 

The parameters of the DEF PATH command can be divided into the follow­
ing categories: 

Name, which specifies: 

• 	 The name of the path (NAME). This is a required parameter. 

• 	 The alternate index or base cluster considered as the entry to the path 
(PATHENTRY). This is a required parameter. 

• 	 The catalog that contains the alternate index or base cluster named in 
PATHENTRY (CATALOG). 

• 	 The path to be used as a model (MODEL). See "How to Use One Object 
as a Model for Another Object and Override System Defaults" in 
VSE/VSAM Programmer's Reference for more information. 
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DEFINE PATH Parameters 

Allocation, which specifies: 

• 	 Whether the cluster's upgrade set is to be opened when the path (and its 
cluster) is opened (UPDATE, NOUPDATE). 

Protection and integrity, which specifies: 

• 	 The passwords to be associated with the path (MASTERPW, 
CONTROLPW, UPDATEPW, READPW). 

• 	 A prompting code (CODE) and the number of attempts allowed to provide 
the correct password in response to prompting at the operator's console 
(ATTEMPTS). 

• 	 A user-supplied authorization verification routine (AUTHORIZATION). 

• 	 The owner ofthe path (OWNER). 

• 	 A retention period (FOR, TO). 

ATTEMPTS ( number) 
specifies the maximum number of times (0 through 7) the operator may try 
to enter a correct password in response to a prompting message. If0 is 
specified, the operator is not prompted and is not allowed to enter a pass­
word from the console. This value can be expressed in decimal (n), hexa­
decimal (X'n'), or binary (B'n') form. 

Abbreviation: ATT 

Default: 2 

AUTHORIZATION ( entrypoint [f) string] ) 
specifies that, in addition to passwords, you are supplying a USVR (user 
security verification routine) to check the authority of a processing pro­
gram to access the path. VSAM transfers control to the USVR only after 
the program trying to open the path gives a correct password other than 
the master password. (The USVR is always bypassed whenever a correct 
master password is specified.) See VSE/VSAM Programmer's Reference 
for more information. 

entrypoint - specifies the entry point of the USVR. The entrypoint name 
may contain one through eight alphameric, national (@, #, and $), or 
special (the hyphen and 12-0 overpunch) characters. The first character 
must be an alphabetic or a national character. Entrypoint is the phase 
name in the core image library. 

string - specifies up to 255 characters that are to be passed to the USVR 
when it receives control to verify authorization. The string must be en­
closed in single quotation marks if it contains commas, semicolons, blanks, 
parentheses, or slashes. A single quotation mark within a string must be 
coded as two single quotation marks if the string is enclosed in single 
quotation marks. If the string is specified in hexadecimal, it must be coded 
(X'string'). 

Abbreviation: AUTH 

CATALOG ( catname [/ password 1 
identifies the catalog that dermes the alternate index or the base cluster 
named in the PATHENTRY parameter. 
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catname - specifies the name of the catalog. You do not have to specify 
this parameter (unless it is needed for password specification) when the 
entry is to be dermed in the default catalog. (The default catalog is (1) the 
job catalog if one is being used, or (2) the master catalog.) 

password - specifies the update or higher-level password if the catalog is 
password protected. If no password is specified and the catalog is pass­
word protected, VSAM asks the operator for the correct password. 

Abbreviation: CAT 

CODE ( code) 
specifies a code name for the path, if it is password protected. If an at­
tempt is made to access the path without a password, the code name is 
used in a prompting message to the operator rather than the name of the 
path. The operator can then provide the correct password. The code may 
contain one through eight EBCDIC characters. 

The code must be enclosed in single quotation marks if it contains com­
mas, semicolons, blanks, parentheses, or slashes. Ifa single quotation 
mark appears within the code, it must be coded as two single quotation 
marks. Code may also be coded in hexadecimal (X'n') form. 

If CODE is not specified and an attempt is made to access a password 
protected path without supplying a password, the operator is prompted 
with the name of the path. The operator can then provide the correct 
password. 

cONTROLPW ( password) 
specifies a control password for the path. The control password permits 
read and write operations using control interval access and all operations 
permitted by the update and read passwords. See "Passwords to Authorize 
Access" in VSE/ VSAM Programmer's Reference for more information. 

password - is a one through eight EBCDIC character password. If the 
password contains commas, semicolons, blanks, parentheses, or slashes, 
the password must be enclosed in single quotation marks. Single quotation 
marks within a password must be coded as two single quotation marks if 
the password is enclosed in single quotation marks. The password may 
also be coded in hexadecimal (X'password') form. 

Abbreviation: CTLPW 

FOR ( days) ITO ( date) 
specifies the retention period for the path being dermed. If neither TO nor 
FOR is specified, the path can be deleted at any time. Deleting it does not 
affect the existence of the alternate index and the base cluster. 

FOR ( days) 
specifies the number of days for which the path is to be kept. If the 
number specified is 0 through 1830, the path is retained for the number 
of days specified; ifthe number is 1831 through 9999 (maximum), the 
path is retained through the year 1999. The number of days can be 
expressed in decimal (n), hexadecimal (X'n'), or binary (B'n') form. 
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TO( date) 
specifies the date until which the path is to be kept. The date has the 
form yyddd, where yy (00 through 99) is the year and ddd (001 through 
366) is the day. 

MASTERPW ( password) 
specifies a master password for the path. IfMASTERPW is not specified 
and if other passwords exist, the highest-level existing password automati­
cally becomes the master password. The master password allows all 
operations. See CONTROLPW for the defmition of password. 

Abbreviation: MRPW 

MODEL ( entryname [/ password] 
[is catname [/ password] ]) 

specifies that the entry of an already-defmed path is to be used as a model 
for the entry being built. See "How to Use One Object as a Model for 
Another Object and Override System Defaults" in VSE/ VSAM 
Programmer's Reference for more information about MODEL. 

entryname - specifies the name of the path entry to be used as a model. 

password - specifies a password. If the path whose entry is to be used as a 
model is password protected and is cataloged in a password protected 
catalog, either the path's password or its catalog's password is required. If 
both the entry password and the catalog password are specified, the cata­
log password is used. If the protection attributes are to be copied, substi­
tute the master password of either the path (following entryname) or its 
catalog (following catname). If the model's passwords are not to be 
copied, any password of either the path or its catalog can be used. 

catname - specifies the name of the catalog in which the path whose entry 
is to be used as a model is defmed. This parameter is required if (1) you 
are going to specify the password of the catalog that defmes the path 
instead of specifying the password of the path itself, or (2) the catalog is 
not the default catalog. The default catalog is (I) the job catalog ifone is 
being used, or (2) the master catalog. 

NAME ( entryname ) 
specifies the name (fi/e-IO) of the path. The name may contain from I 
through 44 alphameric characters, national characters (@, #, and $), and 
special characters (the hyphen and the 12-0 overpunch). Names contain­
ing more than eight characters must be segmented by periods; one through 
eight characters may be specified between periods. The first character of 
any name or name segment must be either an alphabetic or a national 
character. 

NOUPDATE (see UPDATE) 

OWNER ( ownerid ) 
identifies the owner of the path. The ownerid may contain one through 
eight EBCDIC characters. The ownerid must be enclosed in single quota­
tion marks if it contains a comma, semicolon, blank, parenthesis, or slash. 
Ifa single quotation mark appears within ownerid, it must be coded as 
two single quotation marks when the ownerid is enclosed in single quota­
tion marks. Ownerid may also be coded in hexadecimal (X'ownerid') 
form. 
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PATH ( options) 
specifies that a path is to be dermed. PATH is followed by other parame­
ters. 

PATH ENTRY ( entryname [/ password] ) 
specifies the name (file-tO) of either (a) the alternate index or (b) the base 
cluster that is to be considered as the entry to the path. 

a. 	If the entry to the path is an alternate index, the termination of the path 
is the base cluster to which the alternate index is related (via the 
RELATE parameter of the DEFINE ALTERNATEINDEX com­
mand). 

b. 	If the entry to the path is a base cluster, the name of the path is just 
another name for the base cluster, used to avoid unnecessary allocation 
of the upgrade set (see the UPDATE INOUPDATE parameter). 

If the alternate index or the base cluster specified as entryname is protect­
ed, its master password is required. Alternatively, you can specify, in the 
CATALOG parameter, the master password ofthe catalog in which the 
alternate index or the base cluster is dermed. 

Abbreviation: PENT 

READPW ( password) 
specifies a read password for the path. The read password permits read 
operations against the data records in the base cluster. See CONTROLPW 
for the definition of password. 

Abbreviation: RDPW 

TO (see FOR) 

UPDATE INOUPDATE 
specifies whether the upgrade set belonging to the base cluster ofthe path 
is to be updated. If you specify NOUPDATE and the base cluster has one 
or more alternate indexes in its upgrade set, these alternate indexes will not 
be updated. 

When a NOUPDATE path is opened for processing and the path entry is a 
base cluster, no alternate index needs to be available. No devices need to 
be allocated for any alternate index and no control blocks are built for 
them at OPEN time. When a NOUPDATE path is opened for processing 
and the path entry is an alternate index, only that alternate index needs to 
be available. No devices need to be allocated for other alternate indexes 
and no control blocks are built for them at OPEN time. Thus, NOUP­
DATE prevents unwanted allocation of the upgrade set even though the 
UPGRADE attribute is set for one or more of the base cluster's alternate 
indexes. 

Ifyou specify UPDATE, the upgrade set will be opened with the base 
cluster and be updated whenever the base cluster is modified, and devices 
have to be allocated for it. 

Abbreviations: UPD and NUPD 

Default: UPDATE 
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UPDATEPW ( password) 
specifies an update password for the path. The update password permits 
read and write operations against the data records in the base cluster. See 
CONTROLPW for the defmition of password. 

Abbreviation: UPDPW 
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DEFINE SPACE 


DEFINE SPACE Parameters 

The DEFINE SPACE command (DEF SPC) is used to define VSAM data 
spaces or to reserve volumes for future use by VSAM. A VSAM data space is 
space on a direct access volume that is owned and managed by VSAM. See 
"Defining a VSAM Data Space" and Example 2 in "Appendix A: Sample 
Job Streams" for examples and more information. 

The format of the DEFINE SPACE command is: 

DEFINE SPACE 
( 

{CANDIDATE I 
DEDICATE I 
CYLI NDERS ( primary [f> secondary] ) I 
BLOCKS ( primary [f> secondary] ) I 
RECORDS ( primary [f> secondary] ) I 
TRACKS ( primary [f> secondary] ) } 

gfl.II<~Q?~;· 
VOLUMES ( vo/ser [f> vo/ser ••• ] ) 
[ORIGIN ( tracknumber I blocknumber) ] 
[RECORDSIZE( averagef> maximum )] 
[ CLASS ( value) ] 

) 

[CATALOG ( catname [/ password nlll!§I~} ) ] 
Note: Ignore the shaded parameters if you are using the job control simplification introduced in 
Release 2. The shaded parameters are included for the convenience of users who are using the 
Release I method ofjob control (see Appendix J for their explanation). 

J 
BLOCKS ( primary [f> secondary] ) 

specifies,for FBA devices only, the number of blocks to be allocated. Each 
block is a fixed size of 512 bytes. 

primary [f> secondary] - specifies the number of blocks to be made 

available for primary and secondary allocation. Primary and secondary 

can be specified in decimal (n), hexadecimal (X'n'), or binary (B'n') form. 

VSE ignores the secondary value; however, it can be specified for OS/VS 

compatibility. 


Ifyou specify a value that does not coincide with a min-CA (track) bound­

ary, VSAM rounds it up to a value that equals a min-CA boundary. For 

example, if you specify BLOCKS (40) for the 3310, VSAM rounds 40 up 

to 64. 


A further consideration applies; data space is acquired concurrently with 

the DEFINE SPACE command via the ORIGIN and BLOCKS parame­

ters. If the beginning block number does not coincide with a min-CA 

boundary, VSAM rounds it up to the next min-CA boundary; if the ending 

block (ORIGIN value plus BLOCKS value) does not coincide with a 

min-CA boundary, VSAM rounds it down to the previous min-CA bound­

ary. 


For example, ORIGIN (40) and BLOCKS (100) for the 3310, indicates 

that the data space begins at block number 64 (40 is rounded up to 64) and 

ends at block number 127 (139 is rounded down to 127.) Be aware that in 

some instances, after VSAM rounds the values you specified, zero space is 

the resultant allocation. For example, ifyou specify ORIGIN (40) and 

BLOCKS (50), VSAM rounds 40 up to 64 as before. However when 

VSAM rounds the ending block value of 89 (40 + 50 -1 = 89) down to the 

closest min-CA boundary, the value (63) is less than the beginning block 
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value. Therefore no data space is available for allocation. (Beginnng block 
is 64: the ending block is 63.) 

TRACKS or CYLINDERS cannot be specifiedfor FBA devices; the 
RECORDS or DEDICATE parameters are validfor FBA devices. For 
further information on min-CAs and FBA devices see "Min-CA, Max­
CA" in VSE/ VSAM Programmer's Reference. 

The minimum primary space allocation for the first data space on a vol­
ume belonging to a recoverable catalog is one max-CA (cylinder) (one 
max-CA is required by the CRA). 

Abbreviations: BLK or BLOCK 

CANDIDATE 
specifies that the volume(s) listed in the VOLUMES parameter are re­
served (candidates) for future use by VSAM. No space is allocated on the 
volumes(s). The volumes will be owned either by the catalog specified in 
the CATALOG parameter or, alternatively by the job or master catalog. 
Either the CANDIDATE parameter or the BLOCKS, TRACKS, CYLIN­
DERS, DEDICATE, or RECORDS parameter must be specified. 

CANDIDATE cannot be specified if(l) a volume is to be owned by a 
recoverable catalog (space for a catalog recovery area must be allocated at 
the time of defIDing a volume owned by a recoverable catalog), (2) a 
VSAM data space already exists on the volume(s) named in the VOL­
UMES parameter, (3) you specified the ORIGIN parameter. 

Abbreviation: CAN 

CATALOG ( catname [/ password] 
identifies the catalog in which the data space(s) are to be defIDed or in 
which candidate volume(s) are to be indicated. You do not have to specify 
this parameter (unless it is needed for password specification) when the 
space is to be owned by the default catalog. (The default catalog is (l) the 
job catalog if one is being used, or (2) the master catalog.) 

catname - specifies the name of the catalog. 

password - specifies the update or higher-level password if the catalog is 
password protected. 

Abbreviation: CAT 

CLASS ( value) 
specifies the data space classification to be assigned to the total data space 
being defIDed. A data space can be assigned to one space classification 
only. You cannot specify CLASS if CANDIDATE is specified. The 
values you can specify are: 

o 	 Specifies the standard space class. Data spaces defIDed under 
OS/VS and DOS/VS Release 34 (and prior releases) are treated 
as class 0 data spaces (OS/VS and DOS/VS ignore space classifi­
cations). 0 is the default value. 

Indicates that class I is to be assigned to the data space. You are 
urged, for consistency, to use class I for fixed-head areas ofdirect 
access storage. 

2-7 Specifies that the defIDed data space is classified according to your 
own criteria. You can use any criteria to classify the data space; 
for example, you can assign particular files to the middle section 
of a volume if you feel that performance will be enhanced. 
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See "Data Space Classification" in VSEj VSAM Programmer's Reference 
for more information on space classes. 

CYLINDERS ( primary [I) secondary] ) 
specifies the number of cylinders to be allocated. The value can be ex­
pressed in decimal (n), hexadecimal (X'n'), or binary (B'n') form. Either 
this parameter or the CANDIDATE, BLOCKS, RECORDS, DEDI­
CATE, or TRACKS parameter must be specified. Do not specify CYLIN­
DERS or TRACKS for FBA devices or BLOCKSfor CKD devices. 

primary - specifies the number of cylinders available for primary alloca­
tion. You can specify the ORIGIN parameter to indicate the beginning 
point of your data space. 

The minimum primary space allocation for the first data space on a vol­
ume that belongs to a recoverable catalog is one cylinder, all ofwhich will 
be given to the CRA. 

secondary - the secondary value is not used in VSE, but it may be speci­
fied for the compatibility of the functional command with OSjVS. 

Abbreviation: CYL 

DEDICATE 
specifies that the unowned and unallocated data space (maximum of 16 
extents) on VOLUMES (volser) is to be allocated to VSAM. DEDICATE 
is mutually exclusive with the space allocation parameters (BLOCKS, 
CANDIDATE, RECORDS, TRACKS, CYLINDERS). Do not specify 
the ORIGIN parameter with DEDICATE. 

A maximum of 16 extents can be acquired by VSAM for each individual 
volume; a maximum of 255 extents can be acquired by VSAM for a given 
DEFINE SPACE command. 

Abbreviation: DED 

ORIGIN ( tracknumber I blocknumber) 
specifies the beginning point (track number or block number) of the data 
space. (If the block number does not coincide with a min-CA boundary, 
VSAM rounds it up to the next min-CA boundary.) VSAM determines the 
ending point of the data space by adding the value you specify for CYL­
INDERS, BLOCKS, TRACKS, or RECORDS (VSAM converts records 
and blocks to min-CAs) to the ORIGIN specification. 

Specify a value greater than 0 for tracknumber and a value greater than 1 
for blocknumber. 

Ifyou specify ORIGIN, do not specify the CANDIDATE parameter. You 
can omit both the DEDICATE and ORIGIN parameters; in this case the 
beginning point of the data space is the first available area on the volume 
that is large enough to contain your primary allocation (if you specified 
CYLINDERS, the beginning boundary is a cylinder boundary). 

Abbreviation: ORG 

RECORDS ( primary [I) secondary] ) 
specifies the number of records for which space is to be allocated. The 
RECORDSIZE parameter gives the size used (average record size) for 
calculating the amount of space. See the CYLINDERS parameter for the 
information and restrictions that apply to CKD devices. See the BLOCKS 
parameter for information on FBA devices. 

RECORDSIZE must be specified if this parameter is specified. 

Abbreviation: REC 
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RECORDSIZE ( averaget> maximum) 
specifies the average and maximum record size, in bytes, to be used to 
calculate the amount of space to be allocated in terms of number of re­
cords. These values can be expressed in decimal (n), hexadecimal (X'n'), 
or binary (B'n') form. 

RECORDSIZE must be specified if RECORDS is specified. The mini­
mum size that can be specified is 1; the maximum size is 32,761 bytes. 

Abbreviation RECSZ 

SPACE ( options) 
specifies that a data space is to be dermed. 

Abbreviation: SPC 

TRACKS ( primary [t> secondary] ) 
specifies the number of tracks to be allocated. See the CYLINDERS 
parameter for more information and restrictions. 

Abbreviation: TRK 

VOLUMES ( vo/ser [t> vo/ser ••• ] ) 
specifies the volume(s) on which data space(s) are to be dermed or which 
are to be candidates owned by the catalog indicated in the CATALOG 
parameter. You can specify up to 123 volumes; they must all be of the 
same device type. Volumes with duplicate volume serial numbers cannot 
be owned by the same catalog. 

Either (a) the amount specified in the space allocation parameter 
(BLOCKS, etc.) is allocated on each respective volume, or (b) if DEDI­
CATE is specified, the unowned and unallocated data space (maximum of 
16 extents) on each respective volume is allocated to VSAM, or (c) if 
CANDIDATE is ~pecified, the volume is merely marked as owned by the 
catalog. 

A volume serial number, volser, may contain one through six alphameric, 
national (@' #, and $), and special characters (commas, blanks, semico­
lons, parentheses, slashes, asterisks, periods, quotation marks, ampersands, 
plus signs, hyphens, and equal signs). Single quotation marks within a 
volume serial number must be coded as two single quotation marks. A 
volume serial number must be enclosed in single quotation marks if it 
contains a special character. For consistency with VSE job control, only 
alphameric characters should be used. 

Abbreviation: VOL 
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DEFINE USERCATALOG 

The DEFINE USERCATALOG command (DEF UCAT) is used to derme a 
user catalog. When you derme a user catalog, a data space to contain the 
catalog is automatically created. An entry for the volume containing the data 
space is placed in the user catalog. A pointer to the user catalog is placed in 
the master catalog and entries describing the user catalog and its components 
(as a VSAM fIle) are placed in the user catalog itself. A catalog must have a 
master password if any VSAM fIles cataloged in it are to be password protect­
ed. A catalog must have an update or higher-level password if any 
non VSAM fIles cataloged in it are to be password protected. See "Derming a 
User Catalog" in "Using DEFINE: Derming Objects in a Catalog" and 
Examples I and 2 in "Appendix A: Sample Job Streams" for examples and 
more information. 

The format of the command is shown below. Note that the organization of 
the command consists of three groupings. These groupings are referred to as 
levels in this book-note that some parameters appear in more than one level. 
(The optional CATALOG parameter stands alone; it does not belong to any 
level.) 

User Catalog Level 

DEFINE USERCATALOG 
( 

(DEDICATE! 
CYLINDERS ( primary [f> secondary] ) ! 
BLOCKS ( primary [f> secondary] ) ! 
RECORDS ( primary [ IS secondary] ) ! 
TRACKS ( primary [f> secondary] ) } 

·;liB[(:;,_.i" 
NAME ( entryname ) 
VOLUME ( vo/ser) 
[ATTEMPTS ( number) ] 
[AUTHORI ZATION ( entrYPoint [f> string] ) ] 
[ BUFFERSP ACE ( size) ] 
[ CLASS ( value) ] 
[ CODE ( code) ] 
[ CONTROLPW ( password) ] 
[ FOR ( days) ! TO ( date) ] 
[IMBED ! NOIMBED] 
[MASTERPW ( password) ] 
[MODEL ( entryname [/ .. 

[f> catname [ / password] . '. '. 
[ORIGIN ( tracknumberl . 
[ OWNER ( ownerid ) ] 
[ READPW ( password) ] 
[RECOVERABLE I NOTRECOVERABLE] 
[UPDATEPW ( password) ] 
[WRITECHECKINOWRITECHECK] 

Note: Ignore the shaded parameters ifyou are using the job control simplification introduced in 
Release 2. The shaded parameters are included for the convenience of users who are using the 
Release I method ofjob control (see Appendix J for their explanation). 
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Data Component Level 

[DATA 
( 

[BUFFERSPACE ( size) ] 
[ CYLINDERS ( primary [tJ secondary] ) I 

BLOCKS ( primary [tJ secondary] ) I 
RECORDS ( primary [tJ secondary] ) I 
TRACKS ( primary [tJ secondary] ) ] 

[RECOVERABLE I NOTRECOVERABLE] 
[WRITECHECKINOWRITECHECK] 

) ] 

Index Component Level 

[INDEX 
( 

[ CYLINDERS ( primary) I 
BLOCKS ( primary) I 
RECORDS ( primary) I 
TRACKS ( primary) ] 

[IMBEDINOIMBED] 
[WRITECHECKINOWRITECHECK] 

) ] 

[CATALOG ( mastercatname [/ password] ) ] 

DEFINE USERCATALOG Parameters: Summary 

The parameters of the DEF UCAT command can be divided into the follow­
ing categories: 

Name, which specifies: 

• 	 The name of the catalog being dermed (NAME). This is a required 
parameter. 

• 	 The name of the master catalog that points to the user catalog 
(CATALOG). 

• 	 The name of the master or user catalog that is to be used as a model for 
this user catalog (MODEL). See "How to Use One Object as a Model for 
Another Object and Override System Defaults"in VSEjVSAM 
Programmer's Reference for more information. 

Data organization, which specifies: 

• 	 Whether the sequence-set records are to be placed with the data compo­
nent of the catalog (IMBED, NOIMBED). 

Allocation, which specifies: 

• 	 The volume and location on the volume where the catalog is to reside 
(ORIGIN, VOLUME). 

• 	 The amount of space to be allocated (BLOCKS, CYLINDERS, DEDI­
CATE, RECORDS, TRACKS). One of these parameters is required. 

• 	 The classification of the catalog's data space (CLASS). See "Data Space 
Classification" in VSEjVSAM Programmer's Reference for more informa­
tion. 
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• 	 The space to be provided for buffers (BUFFERSPACE). 

Protection and integrity, which specifies: 

• 	 Passwords to be associated with the catalog or its components 
(MASTERPW, CONTROLPW, UPDATEPW, READPW). 

• 	 A prompting code (CODE) and number of attempts allowed to provide the 
correct password in response to prompting at the operator's console 
(ATTEMPTS). 

• 	 A user-supplied authorization security verification routine 
(AUTHORIZATION). 

• 	 The owner of the catalog (OWNER). 

• 	 A retention period (FOR, TO). 

• 	 Whether write-check operations are to be performed as records are insert­
ed in the catalog (WRITECHECK, NOWRITECHECK). 

• 	 Whether a catalog recovery area (CRA) is to be created on each volume 
owned by the catalog (RECOVERABLE, NOTRECOVERABLE). 

DEFINE USERCATALOG Parameters 

ATTEMPTS ( number) 
specifies the maximum number of times (0 through 7) the operator can try 
to enter a correct password in response to a prompting message. If0 is 
specified, the operator is not prompted and is not allowed to enter a pass­
word from the console. This value can be expressed in decimal (n), hexa­
decimal (X'n'), or binary (B'n') form. 

Abbreviation: A TT 

Default: 2 

AUTHORIZATION ( entrypoint [f)string] ) 
specifies that, in addition to passwords, you are supplying a routine to 
check the authority of a processing program to access the user catalog. 
VSAM transfers control to the verification routine only after the program 
trying to open the catalog gives a correct password other than the catalog's 
master password. (The verification routine is always bypassed whenever a 
correct master password is specified,) See VSEjVSAM Programmer's 
Reference for more information. 

entrypoint - specifies the entry point name of the user's security verifica­
tion routine. The entry point name may contain one through eight al­
phameric, national (@' #, and $), or special (the hyphen and 12-0 over­
punch) characters. The first character must he an alphabetic or a national 
character. 

string - specifies up to 255 characters that are to be passed to the user's 
security verification routine when it receives controlto verify authorization. 
The string must be enclosed in single quotation marks if it contains com­
mas, semicolons, blanks, parentheses, or slashes. A single quotation mark 
within a string must be coded as two single quotation marks if the string is 
enclosed in single quotation marks. If string is specified in hexadecimal, it 
must be preceded by X and enclosed in single quotation marks (X'string'). 

Abbreviation: A UTH 

J 
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BLOCKS ( primary [f) secondary] ) 
specifies,Jor FBA devices only, the number of blocks to be suballocated to 
the user catalog. Each block is a fixed size of 512 bytes. This parameter 
must be specified at the catalog level. In addition, it can be specified at the 
data component level, or at both the data and index component levels. 

primary [f) secondary] - specifies the number of blocks to be made 
available for primary and secondary suballocation. Primary and second­
ary can be specified in decimal (n), hexadecimal (X'n'), or binary (B'n') 
form. 

Secondary suballocation of space to the catalog depends on the following: 

• 	 If you do not specify a secondary value, VSAM itself extends the 
catalog's data and index components an additional 15 times (one con­
trol area at a time). 

• 	 Ifyou specify secondary at the data component level, VSAM uses the 
specified value to extend (if needed) your catalog an additional 15 
times. Note that if the value you specify does not coincide with a con­
trol area boundary, VSAM rounds it down to the nearest multiple 
(control area) and then uses this multiple for the secondary extensions. 

• 	 Ifyou specify a secondary value at the catalog level or index compo­
nent level, VSEjVSAM ignores it (in this case the specified value is 
solely an entry in the catalog for purposes of OSjVS compatibility) and 
instead extends the index component by one control area at a time for 
an additional 15 times. 

Ifyou specify a value that does not coincide with a min-CA (track) bound­
ary, VSAM rounds it up to a value that equals a min-CA boundary. For 
example, if you specify BLOCKS (40) for the 3310, VSAM rounds 40 up 
to64. 

A further consideration applies to the BLOCKS specification at the cata­
log level only. VSAM acquires the data space for the catalog concurrently 
with the DEFINE USERCATALOG command. If the beginning block 
number (specified in the ORIGIN parameter) does not coincide with a 
min-CA boundary, VSAM rounds it up to the next min-CA boundary; if 
the ending block (ORIGIN value plus BLOCKS value) does not coincide 
with a min-CA boundary, VSAM rounds it down to the previous min-CA 
boundary. For example, ORIGIN (40) and BLOCKS (100) for the 3310 
indicates that space for the catalog begins at block number 64 (40 is round­
ed to 64) and ends at block number 127 (139 is rounded down to 127). 

Be aware that in some instances, after VSAM rounds the values you 
specified, zero space is the resultant allocation. For example, ifyou specify 
ORIGIN (40) and BLOCKS (50), VSAM rounds 40 up to 64 as before. 
However when VSAM rounds the ending block value of 89 (40 + 50 -I = 
89) down to the closest min-CA boundary, the value (63) is less than the 
beginning block value. Therefore no data space is available for allocation 
to the catalog. (Beginning block is 64: the ending block is 63.) 

TRACKS or CYLINDERS cannot be specified/or FBA devices; the 
RECORDS or DEDICATE parameters are valid/or FBA devices. For 
further information on min-CAs and FBA devices see "Min-CA, Max­
CA" in VSEjVSAM Programmer's Reference. For more information on 
space allocation, see "How Data Space is Assigned to a Catalog." 

Abbreviations: BLK or BLOCK 
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BUFFERSPACE ( size) 
specifies the minimum space to be provided for buffers when the user 
catalog is being used. 

size - is the number of bytes to be provided for buffers when the user 
catalog is being used. The amount must be 3072 (minimum), 4096, 5120, 
6144,7168, or 8192 (maximum) bytes. This value can be expressed in 
decimal (n), hexadecimal (X'n'),or binary(B'n') form. 

Abbreviations: BUFSPC or BUFSP 

Default: 3072 if BUFFERSPACE is not coded; 8192 ifa value greater 
than 8192 is specified. 

CATALOG ( mastercatname [I password] ) 
specifies the name and update or higher-level password of the master 
catalog, if the master catalog is password protected. The password must be 
provided in this parameter or in response to prompting. 

Abbreviation: CAT 

CLASS ( value) 
specifies the data space classification to be assigned to the total amount of 
data space allocated for the catalog (even that portion of space not used, if 
any, by the catalog). The values you can specify (only at the catalog level) 
are: 

o 	 Specifies the standard space class. Data spaces defmed under 
OSjVS and DOS/VS Release 34 (and prior releases) are treated 
as class 0 data spaces (OS/VS and DOSjVS ignore space classifi­
cations). 0 is the default value. 

Indicates that class 1 is to be assigned to the data space. You are 
urged, for consistency, to use class 1 for fixed-head areas of direct 
access storage. 

2-7 	Specifies that the defmed data space is classified according to your 
own criteria. You can use any criteria to classify the data space; 
for example, you can assign particular flles to the middle section 
ofa volume if you feel that performance will be enhanced. 

See "Data Space Classification" in VSEjVSAM Programmer's Reference 
for more information on space classes. 

CODE ( code) 
specifies a code name for the user catalog. If an attempt is made to access 
a password protected catalog without a password, the code name is used in 
a prompting message to the operator rather than the name of the catalog. 
The operator can then provide the correct password. 

The code may contain from one through eight EBCDIC characters. The 
code must be enclosed in single quotation marks if it contains commas, 
semicolons, blanks, parentheses, or slashes. If a single quotation mark 
appears within the code, it must be coded as two single quotation marks 
when the code is enclosed in single quotation marks. Code can also be 
expressed in hexadecimal (X'code') form. 

IfCODE is not specified and an attempt is made to access a password­
protected catalog without supplying a password, the operator is prompted 
with the name of the user catalog. 
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CONTROLPW ( password) 
specifies a control password for the user catalog. The control password 
permits read and write operations using control interval access and all 
operations permitted by the update and read passwords. Because the 
master password is required to open the catalog as a file, the 
CONTROLPW has little meaning for a catalog. See "Passwords to Au­
thorize Access" in VSE/ VSAM Programmer's Reference for more inform­
ation. 

password - is a one through eight EBCDIC character password. If the 
password contains commas, semicolons, blanks, parentheses, or slashes, 
the password must be enclosed in single quotation marks. Single quotation 
marks within a password must be coded as two single quotation marks if 
the password is enclosed in single quotation marks. The password can also 
be expressed in hexadecimal (X'password') form. 

Note: Authorization checking for files cataloged in the user catalog is not performed if the 
user catalog is not password protected. 

Abbreviation: CTLPW 

CYLINDERS ( primary [f> secondary] ) 
specifies,for CKD devices only, the number ofcylinders to be allocated. 
Either this parameter or the BLOCKS, DEDICATE, RECORDS, or 
TRACKS parameter must be specified at the user catalog level. In addi­
tion, they (except DEDICATE) can be specified at the data level, or at 
both the data and index levels. Do not specify CYLINDERS or TRACKS 
for FBA devices, or BLOCKSfor CKD devices. See "How Data Space is 
Assigned to a Catalog" under "Using Access Method Services" for more 
information. 

primary [f> secondary] - specifies the number of cylinders available for 
primary and secondary allocation. These values can be expressed in 
decimal (n), hexadecimal (X'n'), or binary (B'n') form. 

The primary allocation for the combined data and index components must 
be contained in a single extent (contiguous data space). 

Secondary suballocation of space to the catalog depends on the following: 

• 	 Ifyou specify secondary at the data component level, VSAM uses the 
specified value to extend (if needed) your catalog an additional 15 
times. Note that if the value you specify does not coincide with a con­
trol area boundary, VSAM rounds it down to the nearest mUltiple 
(control area) and then uses this multiple for the secondary extensions. 

• 	 Ifyou specify a secondary value at the catalog level or index component 
level, VSE VSAM ignores it (in this case the specified value is solely an 
entry in the catalog for purposes of OSjVS compatibility) and instead 
extends the index component by one control area at a time for an 
additional 15 times. 

• 	 Ifyou do not specify a secondary value, VSAM itself extends the 
catalog'S data and index components an additional 15 times (one con­
trol area at a time). 

Abbreviation: CYL 

DATA ( options) 
specifies attributes of the data component of the catalog. The allocation of 
space for the data and index components of the user catalog is discussed in 
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"How Data Space is Assigned to a Catalog." Buffer space, write-checking, 
and the recoverable attribute may also be specified for the data compo­
nent. 

IfDATA allocation parameters are not coded, the space specified at the 
user catalog level is available to contain catalog entries only. The total 
amount of space specified through DATA and INDEX parameters cannot 
be greater than that specified at the USERCA T ALOG level. 

DEDICATE 
specifies that the unowned and unallocated space (maximum of 16 extents) 
on VOLUME(volser) is to be owned by the user catalog. (If the catalog is 
recoverable, VSAM suballocates one cylinder (max-CA) of this space for 
the CRA.) DEDICATE is mutually exclusive with the space allocation 
parameters (BLOCKS, RECORDS, TRACKS, CYLINDERS) and can be 
specified at the catalog level only. Do not specify the ORIGIN parameter 
with DEDICATE. There must be a contiguous area ofspace on the 
volume large enough to contain the primary allocation. 

You can specify: 

• 	 DEDICATE alone - no space parameters (BLOCKS, TRACKS, 
RECORDS, or CYLINDERS) are specified at the data and index 
component levels; in this case the data space suballocated to the catalog 
itself is calculated by VSAM to be the minimum size catalog and the 
remaining space is available for later use by VSAM. 

• 	 DEDICATE at the catalog level and a space parameter value at both 
the data component and index component levels; in this case the data 
space suballocated to the catalog itself, is the sum of the values specified 
at the data and index component levels. Any VSAM data space that is 
not suballocated at this time is available for later use by VSAM. 

• 	 DEDICATE at the catalog level and a space parameter value at the 
data component level only; in this case VSAM calculates the space 
required for the index component and adds this amount to the data 
component specification. This sum becomes the amount of data space 
that is suballocated to the catalog. Any VSAM data space that is not 
suballocated at this time is available for later use by VSAM. 

Abbreviation: DED 

FOR ( days) ITO ( date) 
specifies the retention period for the user catalog. 

FOR ( days) 
specifies the number of days the user catalog is to be kept. If the num­
ber specified is °through 1830, the catalog is retained for the number of 
days specified; if the number is 1831 through 9999 (maximum), the 
catalog is retained through the year 1999. This value can be expressed 
in decimal (n), hexadecimal (X'n'), or binary (B'n') form. 

TO( date) 
specifies the date until which the user catalog is to be kept. The date has 
the form yyddd, where yy (00 through 99) is the year and ddd (001 
through 366) is the day. 

Default: The expiration data is set to 0, which means that the user catalog 
can be deleted whenever it is empty. 

3 - 92 Using VSE/VSAM Commands and Macros 



IMBED INOIMBED 
specifies whether the sequence set (the lowest level of the index) is to be 
placed with the data or index component of the catalog. Ifyou specify 
IMBED (or it is defaulted to) the sequence-set record for each control area 
is written as many times as it will fit on the first track of the control area. 
Ifyou specify NOIMBED, the sequence-set records are stored together 
with the index set (high-level index) in the index component of the catalog. 
IMBED is the default parameter for the catalog level. 

If you specify IMBED or NOIMBED at the index component level, it 
overrides the specification made (or defaulted to) at the catalog level. A 
catalog defmed with the NOIMBED parameter cannot be processed by 
OS/VS VSAM or Release 34 (and earlier releases) of DOS/VS VSAM 
unless you convert the non-imbedded catalog to an imbedded catalog. See 
"Converting an Imbedded Catalog" in VSE/VSAM Programmer's 
Reference for conversion information. 

Abbreviations: IMBD or NIMBD 

INDEX ( options) 
specifies attributes of the index component of the catalog. The allocation 
of space for the data and index components of the user catalog is discussed 
in "How Data Space is Assigned to a Catalog." 

An allocation parameter (BLOCKS, CYLINDERS, RECORDS, or 
TRACKS) must have been specified as a parameter of DATA for an 
allocation parameter to be specified as a parameter of INDEX. The total 
amount of space specified through DATA and INDEX subparameters 
cannot be greater than that specified at the USERCAT ALOG level. 

The WRITECHECK/NOWRITECHECK parameter defaults to what­
ever was specified for the user catalog. If the allocation parameters are not 
specified, VSAM calculates the amount of space for the index component. 

Abbreviation: IX 

MASTERPW ( password) 
specifies a master password for the user catalog. If MASTERPW is not 
specified and if other passwords exist, the highest level existing password 
automatically becomes the master password. The master password allows 
all operations; it is required to open the catalog as a file. See 
CONTROLPW for the defmition of password. 

Abbreviation: MRPW 

MODEL ( entryname [ I password] 
[f> catname [ I password] ]) 

specifies that an existing user or master catalog is to be used as a model for 
the user catalog being defmed. When one entry is used as a model for 
another, its attributes are copied as the new entry is defmed. You may use 
some attributes of the model and override others by explicitly specifying 
them in the defmition of the user catalog. 

Ifyou specify the MODEL parameter you must specify the following 
parameters in the DEFINE command even if no attributes of the model 
are to be changed or added: 

• 	 Space allocation parameter (BLOCKS, CYLINDERS, DEDICATE, 
RECORDS, or TRACKS) at the user catalog level. 
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• NAME(entryname) 

• 	 ORIGIN(tracknumberlblocknumber) - specified if DEDICATE not 
specified or you do not want the "default ORIGIN". 

• 	 VOLUME(volser) 

Note that the space suballocated to the catalog itself is controlled by: 

• 	 The space allocation attributes previously established by the model 
catalog, or, by 

• 	 The explicit specification of space parameters (in the current DEFINE 
USERCATALOG command) at the data or index component level (an 
explicit specification overrides the model attributes). 

For more information about MODEL, see "How to Use One Object as a 
Model for Another Object and Overriding System Defaults" in 
VSE/VSAM Programmer's Reference. 

entryname - specifies the name of the master or user catalog to be used as 
a model. 

password - specifies a password of the catalog to be used as a model if it 
is password protected. Ifboth the entry password and the catalog pass­
word are specified, the catalog password is used. If the protection attri­
butes are to be copied, you must specify the master password. If the 
protection attributes are not to be copied, you may specify any password. 

catname - specifies the name of the catalog to be used as a model. This 
parameter is required if (1) you are going to specify the password of the 
catalog that contains the entry instead ofspecifying the password of the 
entry itself, or (2) the catalog is not the default catalog. (The default 
catalog is (1) the job catalog if one is being used, or (2) the master catalog.) 

The VOLUME parameter cannot be modeled and must be specified to 
uniquely identify the volume. 

Your job may be terminated because of allocation problems ifyou use the 
MODEL parameter and (1) specify a device type different from that 
specified for the model through the VOLUME parameter, or (2) change 
the buffer space through the BUFFERSPACE parameter. 

NAME ( entryname ) 
specifies the name of the catalog. The name may contain from I through 
44 alphameric characters, national characters (@' #, and $), and special 
characters (the hyphen and the 12-0 overpunch). Names containing more 
than eight characters must be segmented by periods; one through eight 
characters may be specified between periods. The first character of any 
name or name segment must be either an alphabetic or national character. 

NOTRECOVERABLE (see RECOVERABLE) 

NOWRITECHECK (s~WRITECHECK) 

ORIGIN ( tracknumberl blocknumber) 
specifies the beginning point (track number or block number) of the user 
catalog's data space. (If the block number does not coincide with the 
min-CA boundary, VSAM rounds it up to the next min-CA boundary.) 
VSAM determines the ending point of the data space by adding the value 
you specify (at the user catalog level) for CYLINDERS, BLOCKS, 
TRACKS, or RECORDS (VSAM converts records and blocks to min­
CAs) to the ORIGIN specification. See "Assigning Space to a Catalog Via 
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the ORIGIN Parameter and a Space Allocation Parameter" for more 
information. 

Specify ORIGIN at the catalog level only. SpecifY a value greater than 0 
for trackllumber and a value greater than I for blockllumber. You can omit 
the ORIGIN (and DEDICATE) parameter, in this case the beginning 
point of the catalog's data space is the fIrst available area on the volume 
that is large enough to contain your primary allocation (if you specified 
CYLINDERS, the beginning boundary is a cylinder boundary). 

Abbreviation: ORG 

OWNER ( ownerid) 
identifIes the owner of the catalog. The ownerid may contain one through 
eight EBCDIC characters. The ownerid must be enclosed in single quota­
tion marks if it contains a comma, semicolon, blank, parenthesis, or slash. 
If a single quotation mark appears within ownerid, it must be coded as 
two single quotation marks when the ownerid is enclosed in single quota­
tion marks. Ownerid can also be expressed in hexadecimal (X'ownerid') 
form. 

READPW ( password) 
specifIes a read password for the catalog. The read password permits read 
operations. See CONTROLPW for the defmition of password. 

Abbreviation: RDPW 

RECORDS ( primary [1) secondary] ) 
specifIes the number of records for which space is to be allocated. Each 
record in the catalog contains 512 bytes. See the CYLINDERS parameter 
for the information and restrictions that apply to CKD devices. See the 
BLOCKS parameter for information on FBA devices. 

Abbreviation: REC 

RECOVERABLE INOTRECOVERABLE 
speciftes that a CRA (catalog recovery area) is to be created on the 
catalog's volume and on each volume owned by the catalog. A CRA 
occupies one cylinder; it is allocated from space defmed for the catalog 
itself, and from the fIrst data space defmed on each new volume. 

When the CRA space is filled, the CRA can expand, one cylinder at a 
time, to include a maximum of 15 additional extents. The number of 
records a CRA can contain varies with the device type (for example, for a 
3330 with 20 control intervals per track, a 16 extent CRA will accommo­
date approximately 6000 records). 

Do not specify RECOVERABLE if the user catalog will contain 
non VSAM flles. 

Abbreviations: RVBL or NRVBL 

Default: NOTRECOVERABLE 

TO (see FOR) 

TRACKS ( primary [1) secondary] ) 
speciftes the number of tracks to be allocated. See the CYLINDERS 
parameter for more information and restrictions. 
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Abbreviation: TRK 

UPDATEPW ( password) 
specifies an update password for the user catalog. The update password 
permits read and write operations. See CONTROLPW for the defmition 
ofpassword. 

Abbreviation: UPDPW 

USERCATALOG ( options) 
specifies that a user catalog is to be defmed. USERCA T ALOG is followed 
by the parameters specified for the catalog as a whole; they are optionally 
followed by the DATA and/or INDEX parameters and their subparame­
ters. 

Abbreviation: UCAT 

VOLUME ( volser) 
specifies the volume that is to contain the catalog. The volume cannot be 
currently owned by any other VSAM catalog. The volume serial number, 
volser, may contain one through six alphameric, national (@' #, and $), 
and special characters (commas, blanks, semicolons, parentheses, slashes, 
asterisks, periods, quotation marks, ampersands, plus signs, hyphens, and 
equal signs). Single quotation marks within the volume serial number 
must be coded as two single quotation marks. The volume serial number 
must be enclosed in single quotation marks if it contains a special charac­
ter. 

For consistency with VSE job control, only alphameric characters should 
be used. 

Abbreviation: VOL 

WRITECHECKINOWRITECHECK 
specifies whether to check the data transfer of records written in the user 
catalog. IfWRITECHECK is specified, a record is written and then read, 
without data transfer, to test for the data check condition. If 
NOWRITECHECK is specified, a record is written but no checking 
occurs. 

Abbreviations: WCK and NWCK 

Default: NOWRITECHECK 
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L 
DELETE 


The DELETE command (DEL) is used to delete entries (for any previously­
defmed objects) from a catalog. This, in effect, causes the objects to cease to 
exist. When the entry represents an object that occupies space in a VSAM 
data space, the object's space is made available for other VSAM objects. See 
"Using DELETE: Deleting Catalog Entries" and Examples 22 and 23 in 
"Appendix A: Sample Job Streams" for examples and more information. 

The format of the DELETE command is: 

DELETE ( entryname [I password] [f> entryname 
[ I password] • • • ] I volser) 

[ALTERNATEINDEXICLUSTERIMASTERCATALOGI 
NONVSAMIPATHISPACElv~Ju~,~~~~~' 

[CATALOG ( catname [I password 1 
[ERASE INOERASE] 
:llll.\~~_l.::I::: 
[FORCE INOFORCE] 
[PURGE INOPURGE] 
[SCRATCH INOSCRATCH] 

Note: Ignore the shaded parameters ifyou are using the job control simplification introduced in 
Release 2. The shaded parameters are included for the convenience ofusers who are using the 
Release I method ofjob control (see Appendix J for their explanation). 

DELETE Parameters: Summary 

The parameters for the DELETE command can be divided into the following 
categories: 

Name, which specifies: 

• 	 The entry to be deleted (entryname). This parameter is required. 

• 	 The type of entry to be deleted (ALTERNATEINDEX, CLUSTER, 
MASTERCATALOG, NONVSAM, PATH, SPACE, USERCATALOG). 

• The name of the catalog containing the entry to be deleted (CATALOG). 

Protection and integrity, which specifies: 

• 	 That VSAM overwrite with binary zeros, the data component of the 
alternate index or cluster to be deleted (ERASE, NOERASE). 

• 	 That VSAM scratch nonempty VSAM data spaces from the VTOC and 
give up VSAM volume ownership for the volumes to be deleted (FORCE, 
NOFORCE). 

• 	 That the object is to be deleted even if its retention period has not expired 
(PURGE, NOPURGE). 

• 	 Whether anonVSAM me is to have its label removed from the VTOC on 
the volume on which it resides (SCRATCH, NOSCRATCH). 
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DELETE Parameters 

( entryname [ I password] [f) entryname [I password] ••• ] I vo/ser) 
names the objects to be deleted (and their catalog entries to be removed), 
or the volume serial number of the volume that contains data spaces to be 
deleted. 

entryname - is the name of the object (other than a data space) to be 
deleted. This parameter must be the first parameter following DELETE. 
Entry names for more than one alternate index, cluster, path, or 
nonVSAM me can be specified (a list of entry names must be enclosed in 
parentheses); only one catalog name or one volume serial number can be 
specified at a time. That is, more than one alternate index, cluster, path, or 
non VSAM me can be deleted at a time, but only one catalog or the data 
spaces on only one volume can be deleted at a time. 

Data and index components cannot be named for deletion. If a component 
is to be deleted, the name of the cluster or alternate index to which it 
belongs must be specified. When a cluster is deleted, its components, 
alternate indexes, and paths are also deleted. When an alternate index is 
deleted, its components and paths are also deleted, but its base cluster is 
not deleted. 

password - specifies the master password for a password-protected object. 
The master password may be specified for each entry name or the catalog's 
master password may be specified through the CATALOG parameter for 
the catalog that contains the entries to be deleted. If you are deleting a 
catalog, the master password must be specified with the entry name. 

vo/ser - is the volume serial number of the volume that contains data 
space(s) to be deleted. Deletion of data space(s) is done by naming the 
volume on which the data space(s) are defmed. If a volume is indicated 
that contains more than one data space, all empty data spaces are deleted. 
When all spaces are deleted from a volume, that volume is no longer 
available to receive VSAM meso To make the volume available once 
again, you must defme space on the volume. 

If the catalog that defmes the data space(s) is password-protected, specify 
the update or higher-level password in the CATALOG parameter. 

ALTERNATE INDEX ICLUSTER IMASTERCATALOGI NONVSAMI 
PATHISPACEIUSERCATALOG 

specifies the type ofobject to be deleted. Only objects of one type can be 
deleted in one DELETE ifone of these parameters is specified. Ifone of 
these parameters is coded and the object named in entryname is not of the 
specified type, the command is terminated. 

ALTERNATEINDEX 
specifies that the object to be deleted is an alternate index. It can be 
deleted only if none of its components are in use by any other partition 
or system. Deletion of an alternate index causes its data and index 
components and its related paths to be deleted (its base cluster is unaf­
fected.) 

When ERASE is coded, or when the alternate index has the ERASE 
attribute, the volume containing the alternate index's data component 
must be mounted. When the alternate index's components reside in 
unique data spaces, the volumes containing these components must be 
mounted. 
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L 

When a unique alternate index is deleted, the alternate index entry and 
the datli and index entries are deleted from the catalog and the data 
space they occupied is also deleted; however, the volume entries will not 
be automatically deleted from the catalog. Ifyou want to delete the 
volume entries, specify SPACE in a separate DELETE command. 

Abbreviation: AIX 

I 
CLUSTER 

specifies that the object to be deleted is a cluster. It can be deleted only 
if none of its components are in use by any other partition or system. 
Deletion of a cluster causes its data and index components and its 
related paths and alternate indexes to be deleted. Ifyou want to over­
write a related alternate index with binary zeros, you must delete it 
individually with the ERASE parameter before you delete the base 
cluster. 

When ERASE is coded, or when the cluster has the ERASE attribute, 
the volume containing the cluster's data component must be mounted. 
When the cluster's components reside in unique data spaces, the vol­
umes containing these components must be mounted. 

When a unique me is deleted, the cluster entry and the data and index 
entries are deleted from the catalog and the data space they occupied is 
also deleted; however, the volume entries will not be automatically 
deleted from the catalog. Ifyou want to delete the volume entries, 
specify SPACE in a separate DELETE command. 

Abbreviation: CL 

MASTERCATALOG 
specifies that the object to be deleted is the master catalog. This param­
eter must be specified to delete the master catalog. It can only be delet­
ed if it is not in use by any other partition (or system) and it is empty, 
that is, all other objects (except data space entries for the catalog vol­
ume) dermed in the master catalog (including all user catalogs and the 
objects dermed in them) must have already been deleted. 

Abbreviations: MCAT, MRCAT 

NONVSAM 
specifies that the object to be deleted from the catalog is anonVSAM 
me. If the me is on a direct access storage device, its entry will be 
scratched from the VTOC of the volume(s) on which the me resides 
unless you specify NOSCRATCH. 

Abbreviation: NVSAM 

PATH 
specifies that the object to be deleted is a path. Deletion of a path does 
not cause its associated alternate index or base cluster to be deleted. 

SPACE 
specifies that all empty VSAM data spaces on the volume specified in 
the va/ser parameter are to be deleted. (This includes data spaces that 
contain nothing other than catalog recovery area space.) Space must be 
specified in a separate DELETE command; it cannot be placed in a list 
that contains an entry type other than itself. 

If all the data spaces on the volume have been deleted and the volume is 
not in the candidate list of any VSAM mes, that volume is no longer 
available to receive VSAM meso That is, the volume record for the 
volume is removed from the catalog and the VSAM ownership flag in 
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the Format 4 record of the VTOC is turned ofT. To make the volume 
available once again, you must defme space on the volume. 

If there are nonempty data spaces on the volume or the volume is in a 
VSAM me's candidate list, VSAM ownership ofthe volume is retained 
(the volume remains available). 

See the FORCE parameter if you want to delete nonempty data spaces 
or cause VSAM ownership of the volume to be removed even though 
the volume is a candidate volume for VSAM meso 

Abbreviation: SPC 

USERCATALOG 
specifies that the object to be deleted is a user catalog entry. This par­
ameter must be specified if you want to delete a user catalog. A user 
catalog can only be deleted if it is not in use by any other partition (or 
system) and is empty, that is, all other objects (except data space entries 
for the catalog volume) defmed in the user catalog have already been 
deleted. 

Abbreviation: UCAT 

ICATALOG ( catname [/ password] 
specifies the name of the catalog that contains the entries to be deleted. 
CATALOG cannot be specified when a user or master catalog that is 
password-protected is to be deleted; instead, specify the name of the user 
or master catalog in the entryname parameter, together with its master 
password. CATALOG must be specified when non-empty VSAM data 
spaces are to be deleted (DELETE SPACE FORCE) and the catalog 
owning the volume is password-protected. 

You do not have to specify CATALOG (unless it is needed for password 
specification) when the entry to be deleted exists in the default catalog. 
(The default catalog is (I) the job catalog if one is being used, or (2) the 
master catalog.) 

catname - identifies the catalog that contains the entry to be deleted. 

password - specifies the password of the catalog. The master password 
must be specified if (l) objects (other than data spaces and catalogs) which 
are password-protected, are to be deleted and their master passwords were 
not provided with the entryname parameter, or (2) data spaces owned by a 
password-protected catalog are to be deleted with the FORCE parameter. 
The update or higher-level password must be specified ifdata spaces 
owned by a password-protected catalog are to be deleted without the 
FORCE parameter. Otherwise, the password parameter is not required. 

Abbreviation: CAT 

CLUSTER (see ALTERNATE INDEX ) 

ERASE INOERASE 
specifies whether the data component of the alternate index or cluster to be 
deleted is to be erased, that is, overwritten with binary zeros. This parame­
ter overrides whatever was coded when the alternate index or cluster was 
defmed or last altered. 

This parameter cannot be specified for data spaces, catalogs, non VSAM 
mes, or paths. 
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ERASE 
specifies that the data component is to be overwritten with binary zeros 
when the alternate index or cluster is deleted. If ERASE is specified, 
the volume that contains the data component must be mounted. 

NOERASE 
specifies that the data component is not to be overwritten with binary 
zeros when the alternate index or cluster is deleted. 

Abbreviations: ERAS and NERAS 

FORCE INOFORCE 
specifies (l) whether nonempty VSAM data spaces are to be scratched 
(their labels removed) from the VTOC, and VSAM volume ownership 
given up and (2) whether VSAM volume ownership should be given up if 
the volume is in the candidate list of any VSAM ftles. 

FORCE 
specifies that nonempty VSAM data spaces are to be scratched from the 
VTOC and that VSAM volume ownership removal is to be forced even 
if the volume is in the candidate list of any VSAM ftles. If there are any 
VSAM ftles which have space on the volume, their catalog entries are 
marked unusable (because owned space has been deleted). Ifany 
VSAM ftles list the volume as a candidate volume, the volume is re­
moved from the candidate list and, if the volume is (a) the recovery 
volume, or (b) the only volume owned by an unallocated 
(NOALLOCATION parameter) component, then the catalog entries 
are marked unusable. 
Note: A flagged unusable file can be opened, but a warning error code X'60' results. A 
flagged unusable me cannot be successfully exported, but it can be retrieved via the 
PRINT and REPRO C:ommands. 

If any of the ftles having space on the volume or having the volume in 
its candidate list are open, no data spaces are scratched, no ftles are 
marked unusable, and the command is rejected. 

Ifyou specify FORCE for a volume that contains a VSAM catalog, the 
command is rejected. FORCE can only be specified for VSAM data 
spaces. The master password of the catalog owning the volume must be 
specified in the CATALOG parameter if the catalog is password pro­
tected. 

NOFORCE 
specifies that nonempty VSAM data spaces are not to be scratched from 
the VTOC and that VSAM volume ownership is not to be removed if 
the volume is in the candidate list of any VSAM files. 

Abbreviations: FRC and NFRC 

Default: NOFORCE 

MASTERCATALOG (see ALTERNATEINDEX) 

NOERASE (see ERASE) 

NOFORCE (see FORCE) 

NONVSAM (see ALTERNATEINDEX) 

NOPURGE (see PURGE) 

NOSCRATCH (see SCRATCH) 

PATH (see ALTERNATEINDEX) 
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PURGE INOPURGE 
specifies whether the alternate index, cluster, catalog, nonVSAM me, or 
path is to be deleted regardless of its retention period. 

PURGE 

specifies that the object is to be deleted even if its retention period, 

defmed in the TO or FOR parameter, has not expired. 


NOPURGE 
specifies that the object is not to be deleted if its retention period has not 
expired. 

Abbreviations: PRO and NPRO 

Default: NOPUROE 

SCRATCH INOSCRATCH 
specifies whether anonVSAM DASD me is to be scratched (its label 
removed from the VTOC) from the volume on which it resides. 

SCRATCH 
specifies that the non VSAM DASD me being deleted is to have its 
label(s) removed from the VTOC of the volume(s) on which it resides; 
that is, both the catalog entry and the me are to be deleted. 

NOSCRATCH 
specifies that the me being deleted is to keep its label in the VTOC. 

Abbreviations: SCR and NSCR 

Default: SCRATCH 

SPACE (see ALTERNATEINDEX) 

USERCATALOG (see ALTERNATEINDEX ) 
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EXPORT 


EXPORT Parameters 

The EXPORT command (EXP) can be used to move clusters, alternate 
indexes, and user catalogs from one system (or set of systems in a DASD 
Sharing environment) to another (with the help of IMPORT), to provide 
backup copies of clusters and alternate indexes, and to sever the relationship 
between a user catalog and the master catalog. The EXPORT command 
cannot be used to move a master catalog, anonVSAM fIle, a data space, or a 
path, or to provide a backup copy ofa catalog. However, all paths are auto­
matically exported along with their related base cluster or alternate index. 
You cannot export an empty cluster or alternate index. 

See "Using EXPORT/IMPORT: Transporting or Backing Up Files" for 
more information and Examples 10-12 in "Appendix A: Sample Job 
Streams." 

The format of the EXPORT command when it is used to move or disconnect 
a user catalog is: 

EXPORT 	 entryname [ I password] 

DISCONNECT 


The format of the EXPORT command when it is used to move a cluster or 
alternate index is: 

EXPORT 	 entryname [ I password] 
_1.~l:~_~::I:; 
OUTFILE 

( dname 
[f>ENVIRONMENT 

( [f>BLOCKSIZE ( size) ] 
[f>NOLABELISTDLABEL] 
[f>NOREWINDI REWIND IUNLOAD] 
[f>PRIMEDATADEVICE ( devtype) ] ) ] 

) 
[CIMODEI RECORDMODE] 

[ERASE INOERASE] 

[INHIBITSOURCEI NOINHIBITSOURCE] 

[INHIBITTARGETI NOINHIBITTARGET] 

[PURGE INOPURGE] 

[TEMPORARY IPERMANENT] 


Note: Ignore the shaded parameters if you are using the job control simplification introduced in 
Release 2. The shaded parameters are included for the convenience of users who are using the 
Release I method ofjob control (see Appendix J for their explanation). 

entryname [I password] 
entryname- names the cluster, alternate index, or user catalog to be 
exported. This parameter must be the first parameter following EXPORT. 
Data and index components cannot be individually exported; the name of 
their associated cluster or alternate index must be specifIed. A path name 
cannot be used to defme a cluster or alternate index. 

Entryname(ifnot a user catalog name) must exist in the default catalog. 
(The default catalog is (I) the job catalog if one is being used, or (2) the 
master catalog.) 
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password- if you are exporting a password protected cluster or alternate 
index, you must supply the master password of the cluster or alternate 
index. Ifany password protected paths are dermed over the cluster or 
alternate index being exported, you must supply the master password of 
the master catalog in order to export the protection attribute of all the 
paths. 

Ifyou are exporting a user catalog, you must supply the update or higher­
level password of the master catalog, if the master catalog is password 
protected. 

CIMODEI RECORDMODE 
specifies whether the data component of a VSAM file is to be copied to a 
portable file in control-interval mode or logical-record mode. You must 
specify RECORDMODE ifyou are exporting the portable copy to either 
an OS/VS system or a DOS/VS Release 34, or earlier, system. 

CIMODE 
specifies that VSAM control interval access is to be used. CIMODE 
enhances export performance and is the preferred option. 

RECORDMODE 
specifies that VSAM logical record access is to be used. This option 
should only be used when exporting to either an OS/VS system or a 
DOS/VS Release 34, or earlier, system. 

Abbreviations: CIM or RECM 

DISCONNECT 
must be specified if a user catalog is to be exported. The entry for the user 
catalog will be deleted from this system's master catalog. Ifother VSE 
systems are sharing this master catalog, the user catalog is disconnected 
from those systems also. The volume that contains the user catalog must 
be physically moved to the system (or systems) to which the catalog will be 
imported. To make a user catalog available in other systems and in the 
original system, don't export, it but code the IMPORT CONNECT com­
mand to import it to each system in which it is to be available. 

A user catalog cannot be disconnected if it is currently open (the catalog or 
one of its files is being processed by another program in this system or a 
DASD Sharing system). 

Abbreviation: DCON 

ERASE INOERASE 
specifies whether the data component of the cluster or alternate index to be 
exported is to be erased, that is, overwritten with binary zeros. This par­
ameter overrides whatever was specified when the cluster or alternate 
index was dermed or last altered. ERASE or NOERASE can be specified 
only if the file is to be permanently exported (that is, deleted from the 
catalog). Note that if you permanently export a cluster, associated alter­
nate indexes (which are implicity deleted) are not erased even if you 
specify ERASE (or ERASE was specified when the alternate indexes were 
dermed or last altered). One of the ways to cause alternate indexes to be 
erased is to permanently export (or explicitly delete) them before perma­
nently exporting the base cluster. 

Abbreviations: ERAS and NERAS 
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INHIBITSOURCEI NOINHIBITSOURCE 
specifies whether the original cluster or alternate index can be updated. 
This specification can later be altered with the ALTER command (see 
INHIBIT, UNINHIBIT). 

INHIBITSOURCE 
specifies that the original cluster or alternate index can only be read. 

The data and index entries in the catalog are modified to indicate 
update inhibited. When the me is re-imported, the inhibit update flags 
are reset (unless the copy to be imported was created with the INHI­
BITTARGET specification). 

IfINHIBITSOURCE is specified, TEMPORARY must be specified. 

NOINHIBITSOURCE 
specifies that the original cluster or alternate index can be accessed for 
any kind ofoperation and is not to be modified to "inhibit update." 
The catalog inhibit indicators are not reset. 

Abbreviations: INHS and NINHS 

Default: NOINHIBITSOURCE 

INHIBITTARGETI NOINHIBITTARGET 
specifies whether the exported copy of the fIle can be updated after it has 
been imported. This specification can later be altered with the ALTER 
command (see INHIBIT, UNINHIBIT). 

INHIBITTARGET 
specifies that the exported cluster or alternate index is to be read-only 
(cannot be updated) after it has been imported into the receiving sys­
tem. The imported catalog's data and index entries are flagged inhibit 
update. This imported version of the fIle will remain flagged "inhibit 
update" until its components are reset using the UNINHIBIT parame­
ter of the ALTER command. 

NOINHIBITTARGET 
specifies that the exported copy of the me can be accessed for any type 
of operation after it has been imported and is not to be modified to 
"inhibit update." 

Abbreviations: INHT and NINHT 

Default: NOINHIBITTARGET 

NOERASE (see ERASE) 

NOINHIBITSOURCE (see INHIBITSOURCE) 

NOINHIBITTARGET (see INHIBITARGET) 

NOPURGE (see PURGE) 

OUTFILE ( dname [f>ENVIRONMENT ( subparameters) ] ) 
dname specifies the filename of the DLBL or TLBL job control statement 
that identifies the output me (portable me) to be created as a result of the 
EXPORT command. This is a required parameter for exporting meso If 
an unlabeled tape is used (NOLABEL option), a TLBL statement is not 
required. However, since dname is a required positional parameter, a 
dummy (ficticious)ftlename of your choosing must be specified. 
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Abbreviation: OFILE 

ENVIRONMENT ( subparameters ) 
describes the parameters of the portable copy. 

Abbreviation: ENV 

BLOCKSIZE ( size) 
specifies the block size of the portable copy. For CIMODE, it is 
recommended that this value be at least 8 bytes larger than the me's 
data component control interval size. (For enhanced performance.) 

Abbreviation: BLKSZ 

Default: 2048 bytes per block 

NOLABELISTDLABEL 
specifies the type of tape (unlabeled or EBCDIC standard-labeled) 
which contains the portable file, ifPRIMEDAT ADEVICE specifies 
2400. 

NOLABEL 
indicates an unlabeled tape is to be processed. You must properly 
position the tape to the me you want to process. For an output 
me, Access Method Services does not write a tapemark as the first 
record. Instead, a data record is written immediately, wherever 
the tape is positioned. If an output me is to begin somewhere in 
the middle of the reel, it is your responsibility to position the tape 
immediately past the ending tapemark of the preceeding me. Use 
the MTC job control statement or command (refer to VSE Ad­
vanced Functions) to properly position the tape or to write a tape­
mark. 

If VSE/Access Control is installed, REWIND must be specified 
for unlabeled tapes. 

Abbreviation: NLBL 

Restriction: Ifa portable-copy tape me is unlabeled, it must be 
contained on a single volume, because IMPORT cannot handle a 
multivolume unlabeled me. 

STDLABEL 
indicates EBCDIC standard-labeled tapes are to be processed. 

Abbreviation: SLBL 

Default: STDLABEL 

Restriction: Access Method Services does not support ASCII files 
or nonstandard labels. 

NOREWIND IREWIND IUNLOAD 
specifies the tape positioning action for an OPEN, CLOSE, and EOV 
(end-of-volume) condition, ifPRIMEDAT ADEVICE specifies 2400. 

Note: Be aware, when using the REWIND or UNLOAD options (especially with 
multi-file volumes), that any OPEN causes the tape to be positioned at load point. 
You must be sure that the file you want to process is really the first one (at load point) 
on the reel. Otherwise, specify the NOREWIND option and use the MTC job control 
statement (see VSE/Advanced Functions), for example, to properly position the tape. 
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L 
NOREWIND 


specifies that rewind is never to be performed on OPEN, CLOSE, 
artdEOV. 

End-of-file considerations: For EBCDIC standard-labeled tapes, 
the tape is positioned between the two trailing tapemarks. For 
unlabeled tapes, the tape is positioned following the single trailing 
tapemark. 

Abbreviation: NREW 

Default: NOREWIND 

REWIND 
specifies that tapes are to be rewound to load point but not un­
loaded on an OPEN, CLOSE, or EOV condition. 

Abbreviation: REW 

UNLOAD 
specifies that tapes are rewound on an OPEN, and rewound and 
unloaded on an EOV and CLOSE condition. 

Abbreviation: UNLD 

PRIMEDATADEVICE(de~ype) 

Specify this parameter only if the portable copy resides on a tape 
device (in which case you specify 2400). The 2400 identifies all tape 
devices that DTFMT supports. You must specify SYSOOS in the 
ASSGN statement for a tape output file. See "Magnetic Tape Con­
siderations for Access Method Services" in VSE/ VSAM 
Programmer's Reference for more information on tape. 

Abbreviation: PDEV 

PERMANENT (see TEMPORARY) 

PURGE INOPURGE 
specifies whether the cluster or alternate index (not a user catalog) to be 
permanently exported is to be deleted from the original system(s) regard­
less of the retention period specified in the TO or FOR parameter when 
the cluster or alternate index was defmed. PURGE or NOPURGE can be 
specified only if the file is to be permanently exported (that is, deleted 
from the original system(s». 

PURGE 
specifies that the cluster or alternate index is to be deleted even if the 
retention period has not expired. 

NOPURGE 
specifies that the cluster or alternate index is not to be deleted if the 
retention period has not expired. 

Abbreviations: PRG and NPRG 

Default: NOPURGE 

TEMPORARY I PERMANENT 
specifies whether the cluster or alternate index to be exported is to be 
deleted from the original system(s). 
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TEMPORARY 
specifies that the cluster or alternate index is not to be deleted from the 
original system(s). The cluster or alternate index in the original 
system(s) is marked as temporary to indicate that another copy exists 
and that the original copy can be replaced (via IMPORT). 

PERMANENT 
specifies that the cluster or alternate index is to be deleted from the 
original system(s). The catalog entry is deleted and the storage space 
used by the cluster or alternate index is freed. Ifa cluster or alternate 
index is to be deleted from the original system(s) and its retention 
period has not expired, PURGE must be coded. When a base cluster is 
exported, its components, alternate indexes, and paths are also deleted. 
When an alternate index is exported, its components and path are also 
deleted, but its base cluster is not deleted. 

Abbreviations: TEMP and PERM 

Default: PERMANENT 
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EXPORTRA. 


EXPORTRA Parameters 

I

The EXPORTRA command (XPRA) is used to recover VSAM catalog 
entries and data using catalog recovery areas (CRAs) to open files rather than 
the catalog itself. For files cataloged in a recoverable catalog, critical catalog 
information is recorded in CRAs on each owned volume. Ifa file (alternate 
index or cluster) is not addressable by way of the catalog, the EXPORTRA 
command can be used to gain access to the file through the CRA to create a ·copy of the catalog entries and data which can be introduced back into a new 
catalog by the IMPORTRA command. In the case of a user catalog that is 
not addressable by way of its owning catalog, its pointer is recovered from the 
CRA residing on the owning catalog's volume. For information about the 
contents of CRAs, see "Catalog Recovery Area Contents" in VSEj VSAM 
Programmer's Reference. 

The EXPORTRA command can be used to recover all of the catalog entries 
and files on one or more volumes, or selected catalog entries and files on one 
or more volumes. To do a selective recovery, use the LISTCRA command to 
determine catalog entries and file names and their associated volumes. See 
"Using EXPORTRAjIMPORTRA Recovering Catalog Entries and Data" 
for examples and more information and Example 20 in "Appendix A: Sam­
ple Job Streams." 

The format of the EXPORTRA command is: 

EXPORTRA 


CRAVOLUMES ( ( vo/ser {ALL INONE I 
ENTRIES ( entryname [I) ... ] ) } ) ... ) 

Ot1TFILE 
( dname 
[I)ENVIRONMENT 

( [I)BLOCKSIZE ( size) ] 
[I)NOLABELISTDLABEL] 
[I)NOREWINDI REWIND IUNLOAD] 
[I)PRIMEDATADEVICE ( devtype) ] ) ] 

) 

[CIMODEIRECORDMODE] 
[FORCE INOFORCE] 
[MASTERPW ( password) ] 

Note: Ignore the shaded parameters if you are using the job control simplification introduced in 
Release 2. The shaded parameters are included for the convenience of users who are using the 
Release I method ofjob control (see Appendix J for their explanation). 

CRAVOLUMES ( ( vo/ser {ALL INONE I 
ENTRIES ( entryname [I) ... ] ) } ) ... ) 

specifies the volume serial numbers of the volumes that contain the CRAs 
and the catalog entries and files to be recovered. The parameter sublist is 
specified for each CRA to be accessed, whether or not any catalog entries 
or files are to be recovered from it. 

The maximum repetition for CRAVOLUMES subparameters is 20. 

volser - specifies the volume serial number of the volume that contains 
the CRA from which catalog entries and files are to be recovered. 
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All volumes specified must be owned by the same catalog (it can be any 
user catalog or the master catalog). Volumes identified by volseT need not 
be premounted (VSAM will issue a mount request). 

Abbreviation: CRAVOL 

ALL 
indicates that all of the catalog entries (and their associated me data) 
recorded in the CRA on the volume indicated by vo/ser are to be 
recovered. This is the default. 

NONE 
indicates that none of the mes recorded in this volume's CRA are to be 
recovered. The CRAs for all volumes in all multivolume mes that are to 
be recovered must be specified as a vo/ser parameter. See "Using 
EXPORTRA For Entries on Multiple Volumes" for further informa­
tion and an example of the NONE parameter. 

Be aware that the CRA for an alternate index is always on the same 
volume as its base cluster even though the alternate index can be on a 
different volume. 

ENTRIES ( entryname [f) ••. ] ..• ) 
specifies which entries are to be recovered from this CRA. The maxi­
mum repetition for ENTRIES subparameters is 100. 

entryname - specifies the name of the alternate index, cluster, user 
catalog entry, or nonVSAM entry for which catalog records and (if 
applicable) data are to be recovered, or the name of the user catalog 
whose catalog records are to be recovered. See "Using EXPORTRA 
For Selected Entries" for further information and an example of the 
ENTRIES subparameter. Note that empty clusters and alternate index­
es (including model objects) can be exported. 

Abbreviation: ENT 

CIMODEIRECORDMODE 
specifies whether the data component of a VSAM me is to be copied to a 
portable me in control-interval mode or logical-record mode. You must 
specify RECORDMODE ifyou are exporting the portable copy to either 
an OS/VS system or a DOS/VS Release 34, or earlier, system. 

CIMODE 
specifies that VSAM control interval access is to be used. CIMODE 
enhances export performance and is the preferred option. 

RECORDMODE 
specifies that VSAM logical record access is to be used. This option 
should only be used when exporting to either an OS/VS system or a 
DOS/VS Release 34, or earlier, system. 

Abbreviation: CIM or RECM 

FORCE INOFORCE 
specifies what action is to be taken if an out-of-synchronization condition 
is detected in recovering an entry. (Out-of-synchronization is when two or 
more volumes of a multivolume me have inconsistent extent information.) 
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An out-of-synchronization situation can occur in VSE only under the 

following conditions: 


1. 	A VSAM file that was out-of-synchronization on an OS/VSI or 

OS/VS2 system is introduced into a VSE system. 


2. 	A VSAM file created on an OSjVSI or OS/VS2 system is introduced 
into a VSE system and extended. 

Under either of these two situations, FORCE must be specified to cause 
EXPORTRA to process the entry. 

FORCE 
specifies that recovery should be attempted. Warning: The CRA extent 
information is needed to recover data; if this information is incorrect, 
the result may be I/O errors or wrong data. 

NOFORCE 
specifies that recovery is not to be attempted. EXPORTRA bypasses 
the out-of-synchronization file. 

Abbreviations: FRC and NFRC 

Default: NOFORCE 

MASTERPW ( password) 
specifies the master password of the master catalog; it must be specified if 
the master catalog is password protected. 

Abbreviation: MRPW 

OUTFILE ( dname [f>ENVIRONMENT ( subparameters) ] ) 
dnamespecifies the filename of the DLBL or TLBL statement that identi­
fies the output file (portable copy) in which the recovered files and/or 
associated CRA catalog entries are to be written. This is a required 
parameter. 

If an unlabeled tape is used (NOLABEL option), a TLBL statement is not 
required. However, since dname is a required positional parameter, a 
dummy (ficticious)filename of your choosing must be specified. 

Abbreviation: OFILE 

ENVIRONMENT ( subparameters ) 

describes the parameters of the portable copy. 


Abbreviation: ENV 

BLOCKSIZE ( size) 
specifies the block size of the portable copy. Ifyou specify CI­
MODE, it is recommended (for enhanced performance) that this 
value be at least 12 bytes larger than the largest data component 
control interval size being exported. 

Abbreviation: BLKSZ 

Default: 2048 bytes per block 
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NOLABELISTDLABEL 
specifies the type of tape (unlabeled or EBCDIC standard-labeled) 
which contains the portable file, ifPRIMEDATADEVICE specifies 
2400. 

NOLABEL 
indicates an unlabeled tape is to be processed. You must properly 
position the tape to the fIle you want to process. For an output 
fIle, Access Method Services does not write a tapemark as the first 
record. Instead, a data record is written immediately, wherever 
the tape is positioned. Ifan output file is to begin somewhere in 
the middle of the reel, it is your responsibility to position the tape 
immediately past the ending tapemark of the preceeding fIle. Use 
the MTC job control statement or command (refer to 
VSE/Advanced Functions) to properly position the tape or to write 
a tapemark. 

IfVSE/Access Control is installed, REWIND must be specified 
for unlabeled tapes. 

Abbreviation: NLBL 

Restriction: Ifa portable-copy tape fIle is unlabeled, it must be 
contained on a single volume, because IMPORTRA cannot han­
dle a multivolume unlabeled fIle. 

STDLABEL 
indicates EBCDIC standard-labeled tapes are to be processed. 

Abbreviation: SLBL 

Default: STDLABEL 

Restriction: Access Method Services does not support ASCII fIles 
or nonstandard labels. 

NOREWIND IREWIND IUNLOAD 
specifies the tape positioning action for an OPEN, CLOSE, and EOV 
(end-of-volume) condition ifPRIMEDATEDEVICE specifies 2400. 
(Prior to DOS/VS Release 34, IMPORTRA and EXPORTRA were 
the only tape processing commands that rewound a tape on an 
OPEN, CLOSE, or EOV condition. Starting with DOS/VS Release 
34, IMPORTRA and EXPORTRA are consistent with the other tape 
processing commands, that is, NOREWIND is the default for the 
IMPORTRA and EXPORTRA commands.) 

Note: Be aware, when using the REWIND or UNLOAD options (especially with 
multi-file volumes), that any OPEN causes the tape to be positioned at load point. 
You must be sure that the file you want to process is really the first one (at load point) 
on the reel. Otherwise. specify the NOREWIND option and use the MTC job control 
statement (see VSE/Advanced Functions). for example. to properly position the tape. 

NOREWIND 
speciftes that rewind is never to be performed on OPEN, CLOSE, 
and EOV. 

End-of-jile considerations: For EBCDIC standard-labeled tapes, 
the tape is positioned between the two trailing tapemarks. For 
unlabeled tapes, the tape is positioned following the single trailing 
tapemark. 

Abbreviation: NREW 
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Default: NOREWIND 

REWIND 
specifies that tapes are to be rewound to load point but not un­
loaded on an OPEN, CLOSE, or EOV condition. 

Abbreviation: REW 

UNLOAD 
specifies that tapes are to be rewound on an OPEN, and rewound 
and unloaded on an EOV and CLOSE condition. 

Abbreviation: UNLD 

PRIMEDATADEVICE ( devtype) 
Specify this parameter only if the portable copy resides on a tape 
device (in which case you specify 24(0). The 2400 identifies all tape 
devices that DTFMT supports. You must specify SYS005 in the 
ASSGN statement for tape output meso See "Magnetic Tape Consid­
erations for Access Method Services" in VSE/ VSAM Programmer's 
Reference for more information on tape. 

Abbreviation: PDEV 
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IMPORT 

The IMPORT command (IMP) is used in conjunction with the EXPORT 
command to move clusters, alternate indexes and user catalogs from one 
system (or set of systems in a DASD Sharing environment) to another, to 
restore backup copies of clusters and alternate indexes, and to connect user 
catalogs to the master catalog. In the process of moving an entry, you may 
choose to change some of its attributes. 

The IMPORT command cannot be used to move a master catalog, a 
non VSAM me, a data space or a path. However, all paths exported with their 
related object are automatically redefmed. 

See "Using EXPORT/IMPORT: Transporting or Backing Up Files" for 
more information and Examples 13-16 in "Appendix A: Sample Job 
Streams." 

The format of the IMPORT command, when it is used to move or connect a 
user catalog is: 

IMPORT CONNECT 
OBJECTS ( ( entrynamef>DEVICETYPE ( devtype) 

f>VOLUMES ( volser) ) ••• ) 
[CATALOG ( catname [ /password] ) ] 

The format of the IMPORT command, when it is used to move or restore a 
cluster or alternate index, is: 

IMPORT INFILE 
( dname 
[f>ENVIRONMENT 

( [f>BLOCKS I ZE ( size) ] 
[f>NOLABELISTDLABEL] 
[f>NOREWIND IREWIND IUNLOAD] 
[f>PRIMEDATADEVICE( devtype)])] 

) 

Im.;§I~:;:IIII~f:I'._l~··
[CATALOG ( catname [/ password] ) ] 

[ERASE INOERASE] 

[OBJECTS ( ( entryname 


[f>FILE ( dname ) ] 

[f>KEYRANGES ( ( lowkeyf> highkey ) 


[f> ( lowkeyf> highkey) ••• ] ) ] 
[f>NEWNAME(newname)] 
[f>ORDEREDIUNORDERED] 
[f>USECLASS ( primary [f>secondary] ) ] 
[f>VOL UMES ( volser [f> volser] ••• ) I 

DEFAULTVOLUMES]) ... )] 
[OUTPW(password)] 
[PURGE INOPURGE] 

Note: Ignore the shaded parameters if you are using the job control simplification introduced in 
Release 2. The shaded parameters are included for the convenience of users who are using the 
Release 1 method ofjob control (see Appendix J for their explanation). 
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IMPORT Parameters 

CATALOG ( catname [/ password] ) 
specifies the name and the password of the catalog in which the imported 
cluster or alternate index is to be defmed or to which the imported user 
catalogs are to be connected. This parameter is required only when the 
catalog is password protected or when you want to direct the imported 
object to a catalog other than the default catalog. (The default catalog is 
(1) the job catalog if one is being used, or (2) the master catalog.) 

catname - is the name of the catalog. 

password - specifies the update or higher-level password of the catalog. If 
the object being imported is an alternate index over a password-protected 
base cluster, you should specify the catalog's master password to avoid 
being prompted for the base cluster's master password. 

Abbreviation: CAT 

CONNECT 
specifies that one or more user catalogs are to be imported. User catalogs 
are connected to the master catalog in the receiving system(s). 

CONNECT must be specified when user catalogs are to be imported. 
OBJECTS must also be specified to name the catalogs and to identify the 
volume serial number and device type of the volume that contains them. 

In a DASD Sharing environment where the master catalog is not shared, 
use IMPORT CONNECT to connect newly-defmed user catalogs to the 
master catalogs in the other systems which are to share them. 

Abbreviation: CON 

ERASE INOERASE 
specifies whether the data component of a previously temporarily exported 
cluster or alternate index is to be erased (that is, overwritten with binary 
zeros) when replaced by the cluster or alternate index to be imported. The 
object to be imported has the same name as the object it is replacing. The 
erase operation is actually performed by VSAM. This parameter overrides 
whatever was specified when the cluster or alternate index was defmed or 
last altered. 

ERASE or NOERASE is specified only if the cluster or alternate index is 
being imported back into the catalog from which it was temporarily 
exported. 

Note that if you import a cluster causing the old temporarily exported 
cluster to be deleted, any alternate indexes associated with the old cluster 
will be implicitly deleted (but not erased). One of the ways to erase the 
alternate indexes is to explicitly erase them with DELETE before import­
ing the base cluster. 

Abbreviations: ERAS and NERAS 

INFILE ( dname [l)ENVIRONMENT ( subparameters) ] ) 
specifies the filename ofthe DLBL or TLBL statement that identifies and 
describes the portable copy of the cluster or alternate index to be imported. 
This copy is used to create the new version of the cluster or alternate index 
in the receiving system. This is a required parameter for importing files. If 
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an unlabeled tape is used (NOLABEL option), a TLBL statement is not 
required. However, since dname is a required positional parameter, a 
dummy (ficticious)jilename ofyour choosing must be specified. 

Abbreviation: IFILE 

ENVIRONMENT ( subparameters) 
describes the parameters of the portable copy. 

Abbreviation: ENV 

BLOCKSIZE ( size) 
specifies the block size of the portable copy created by EXPORT. 

Abbreviation: BLKSZ 

Default: 2048 bytes per block. 

NOLABELISTDLABEL 
specifies the type of tape (unlabeled or EBCDIC standard-labeled) to 
contain the portable file, ifPRIMEDAT ADEVICE specifies 2400. 

NOLABEL 
indicates an unlabeled tape is to be processed. Since the first 
record of an unlabeled tape mayor may not be preceded by a 
tapemark (user's prerogative), you must take care to properly 
position the tape to the me you want to process. Ifa tapemark 
precedes the file, position the tape either immediately past or 
immediately before the tapemark. If no tapemark is present, 
position the tape immediately before the first data record. If the 
unlabeled tape was created by VSE EXPORT there is no tape­
mark preceding the first record of the file. 

IfVSEjAccess Control is installed, REWIND must be specified 
for unlabeled tapes. 

Abbreviation: NLBL 

Restriction: If a portable-copy tape fIle is unlabeled, it must be 
contained on a single volume, because IMPORT cannot handle a 
multivolume unlabeled file. 

STDLABEL 
indicates EBCDIC standard-labeled tapes are to be processed. 

Abbreviation: SLBL 

Default: STDLABEL 

Restriction: Access Method Services does not support nonstan­
dard labels. 

NOREWINDI REWIND IUNLOAD 
specifies the tape positioning action for an OPEN, CLOSE, and EOV 
(end-of-volume) condition if PRIMEDATADEVICE specifies 2400. 

Note: Be aware. when using the REWIND or UNLOAD options (especially with 
multi-me volumes). that any OPEN causes the tape to be positioned at load point. 
You must be sure that the me you want to process is really the fmt one (at load point) 
on the reel. Otherwise. specify the NOREWIND option and use the MTC job control 
statement (see VSE/A.dvanced Functions). for example. to properly position the tape. 
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NOREWIND 
specifies that rewind is never to be performed on OPEN, CLOSE, 
and EOV. 

End-of-file considerations: For EBCDIC standard-labeled tapes, 
the tape is positioned between the two trailing tapemarks. For 
unlabeled tapes, the tape is positioned following the single trailing 
tapemark. 

Abbreviation: NREW 

Default: NOREWIND 

REWIND 
specifies that tapes are to be rewound to load point but not un­
loaded on an OPEN, CLOSE, or EOV condition. 

Abbreviation: REW 

UNLOAD 
specifies that tapes are to be rewound on an OPEN, and rewound 
and unloaded on an EOV and CLOSE condition. 

Abbreviation: UNLD 

PRIMEDATADEVICE(de~ype) 

specify this parameter only if the file resides on a tape device (in 
which case you specify 2400). The 2400 identifies all tape devices 
that DTFMT supports. You must specify SYSOO4 in the ASSGN 
statement for a tape input me. See "Magnetic Tape Considerations 
for Access Method Services" in VSEj VSAM Programmer's 
Reference for more information on tape. 

Abbreviation: PDEV 

NOERASE (see ERASE) 

NOPURGE (see PURGE) 

• For a user catalog: 

OBJECTS ( ( entryname 

DEVICETYPE ( devtype) 

VOLUMES ( vo/ser) ) ••• ) 


• For a cluster or alternate index: 

OBJECTS ( ( entryname 

[1)FILE (dname) ] 

[ 1)KEYRANGES ( ( lowkey1) highkey ) 


[1) ( lowkey1) highkey) ••• ] ) ] 

[1)NEWNAME(newname)] 

[1)ORDEREDIUNORDERED] 

[1)USECLASS ( primary [1) secondary] ) ] 

[1)VOLUMES ( vo/ser [1) vo/ser ••• ] ) I 


DEFAULTVOLUMES]) ••• ) 

OBJECTS ( entryname) 
speciftes attributes for the cluster, alternate index, their data and index 
components, or the path or user catalog to be imported. Attributes may be 
specified for multiple objects by repeating the parameter list for each 
object. 
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By repeating the OBJECTS parameter set (maximum of20 times) for each 
component and including VOLUMES in each parameter set, you can have 
the data and index components on different volumes. Although the index 
and data components may reside on different device types, each volume of 
a multivolume component must be of the same type. 

If the receiving volume is of a device type different from that originally 
containing the cluster, alternate index, or user catalog, the job may be 
terminated because of allocation problems due to different cylinder and 
track capacities. See "Using EXPORT/IMPORT: Transporting or Back­
ing Up Files" for techniques to ensure device independence. 

entryname - specifies the name of the data component, index component, 
cluster, alternate index, path, or user catalog whose attributes are being 
specified. 

Abbreviation: OBJ 

DEVICETYPE ( devtype) 
specifies the device type (2314, 2319, 3330, 3330-11, 3340, 3350, or 
FBA) of the volume that contains a user catalog that is to be imported. 

Abbreviation: DEVT 

FILE ( dname ) 
specifies the filename of the DLBL statement that, together with associ­
ated EXTENT statement(s), identifies the volume(s) and extents allo­
cated to the data and index components of an alternate index or cluster 
that is to be imported. 

This parameter is required only when the data or index components (of 
an alternate index or cluster) are defmed with the UNIQUE attribute. 
(Ifonly one component is unique you code one FILE parameter; ifboth 
components are unique you code two FILE parameters) 

The symbolic unit can be omitted from the EXTENT statement. 

Do not specify the FILE parameter when importing into a predefmed 
empty file. 

Note: This parameter explanation applies to the job control simplification introduced in 
Release 2. Ifyou are using Release I job control, refer to the appropriate explanation in 
AppendixJ. 

KEYRANGES ( ( lowkey'6 highkey ) ['6 ( lowkey'6 highkey ) ••• ] ) 
specifies portions of key-sequenced data to be placed on separate vol­
umes. The data is divided by key among the volumes specified in 
VOLUMES. Ifa volume serial number was duplicated in VOLUMES, 
multiple key ranges (of a suballocated object) are placed on that vol­
ume. Ifthe number ofvolumes is greater than the number of key 
ranges, the excess volumes are used for overflow records from any key 
range without consideration of range boundaries. If there are fewer 
volumes than key ranges, the excess key ranges are placed on the last 
volume specified. The maximum number of low-key /high-key pairs is 
20. Key ranges may not overlap and must be in ascending order; gaps 
may exist within a specified set of ranges, but records cannot be insert­
ed within a gap. 
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Each subparameter can contain I to 64 characters. All EBCDIC char­
acters are allowed. Subparameters (keys) must be enclosed in single 
quotation marks if they contain commas, semicolons, blanks, parenthes­
es, or slashes. A single quotation mark within a key must be coded as 
two single quotation marks if the key is enclosed in single quotation 
marks. If the key is specified in hexadecimal, it must be coded (X'key'). 
See VSE/ VSAM Programmer's Reference for more information. 

lowkey - specifies the low key of the key range. If lowkey is shorter 
than the actual keys, it will be padded on the right with binary zeros. 

high key - specifies the high key of the key range. If highkey is shorter 
than the actual keys, it will be padded on the right with binary ones. 

Abbreviation: KRNG 

Restrictions: May be specified only with key-sequenced clusters or 
alternate indexes or their data components. IfKEYRANGES is 
specified for a unique object, each key range must reside on a separate 
volume. 

NEWNAME(newname) 
specifies the new name of an imported cluster or alternate index or its 
components, or of a path. You cannot change the name of an imported 
catalog. The new name may contain I to 44 alphameric, national (@' 
#, and $), and special (hyphen and 12-0 overpunch) characters. Names 
that contain more than eight characters must be segmented by periods; 
one through eight characters may be specified between periods. The 
first character of the name or name segment must be either an alphabet­
ic character or a national character. 

If you are importing a cluster or alternate index into a predefined empty 
file with a different file-ID, you must use the NEWNAME parameter to 
rename the file-ID of the cluster or alternate index to match the file-ID 
of the predefmed empty file. 

If you are importing an object back into the catalog from which it was 
exported with the TEMPORARY option, you must rename the object 
and each of its components and paths unless (a) you specify PURGE to 
delete the old copy, or (b) the old copy has reached its expiration date 
or was defmed without an expiration date. 

Abbreviation: NEWNM 

ORDERED IUNORDERED 
specifies whether volumes are to be used in the order in which they were 
listed in the VOLUMES parameter. If KEYRANGES is also specified, 
all of the records within the range specified by the first 
low-key/high-key pair are placed on the first volume specified in 
VOLUMES; all of the records within the second range are placed on 
the second volume, and so forth. If it is impossible to allocate volumes 
in the given order and ORDERED is specified, the command is termi­
nated. 

Abbreviations: ORD and UNORD 
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USECLASS ( primary [f) secondary] ) 
specifies that the class of an imported object (cluster, alternate index, 
and their data and index components) is to be modified. The USEC­
LASS specifications for a cluster and alternate index are modified in the 
following order; cluster or alternate index; data component; and index 
component. For example, if you specify a USECLASS value for both 
the data component and cluster (in either order) of an imported object, 
(1) the value specified for the cluster level will also be propagated to the 
data component level and (if present) index component level, (2) the 
value specified for the data component will be inserted into the data 
component, superceding the previous data component value derived 
from the cluster specification, (3) the index component (if present) 
would retain the propagated cluster USECLASS value. 

Ifyou specify only a primary USECLASS value, the default secondary 
value (,P' - same as primary) is applied to the imported object. This 
effectively overrides the secondary value for that imported object in the 
portable file. 

If you specify primary USECLASS values other than 0 for a unique 
cluster or alternate index an error occurs. 

Abbreviation: USCL 

VOLUMES ( volser [f) volser ••• ] ) IDEFAULTVOLUMES 
specifies the volumes on which the cluster, alternate index, data compo­
nent or index component is to reside or on which the user catalog 
resides. 

VOLUMES 
If the original volume(s) from which the cluster or alternate index 
was exported is to be the receiving volume(s), VOLUMES is not 
required. IfVOLUMES is specified at the cluster or alternate index 
level, it will propagate to the data and index levels. A data or index 
level specification will override a cluster or alternate-index level 
specification. 

volser - contains one through six alphameric, national (@, #, and 
$), hyphens, and special (commas, semicolons, blanks, parentheses, 
slashes, asterisks, periods, quotation marks, ampersands, plus signs, 
and equal signs) characters. The volume serial numbers must be 
enclosed in single quotation marks if they contain special characters. 
Single quotation marks within a volume serial number must be 
coded as two single quotation marks. For consistency with VSE job 
control, only alphameric characters should be used. 

VOLUMES must be specified when a user catalog is to be imported 
(only one volume). VOLUMES or DEFAULTVOLUMES must be 
specified when the object was permanently exported from DOS/VS 
Release 30 or earlier, from OS/VS1 Release 3.1 or earlier, and 
OS/VS2 Release 3 or earlier. 

All volumes for a component of a cluster or alternate index must be 
of the same device type. 
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DEFAULTVOLUMES 
indicates that (for the specified cluster, alternate index, data or index 
component) VSAM is to disregard the exported volume list(s) and, 
instead, is to obtain a new list ofvolume(s). VSAM obtains the new 
volume(s) list from the data and index (if present) components of the 
applicable default models in the receiving catalog. The default 
model used corresponds to the type of file being imported (alternate 
index, key-sequenced file, etc.). 

An error message is issued ifyou specify DEFAULTVOLUMES and 
VOLUMES together in the same entryname list. You can specify 
DEFAUL TVOLUMES at any level and in any combination of 
levels; if specified at the alternate index or cluster level, DEFAULT­
VOLUMES propagates to the data component level and (ifapplica­
ble) the index component leve1. (IfDEFAULTVOLUMES is propa­
gated to the data or index component level where the VOLUMES 
parameter has been specified, the VOLUMES parameter takes 
precedence. ) 

DEFAULTVOLUMES cannot be specified for components which 
are defmed with the ORDERED or UNIQUE parameters. 

Abbreviations: DFVOL and VOL 

Default: If neither VOLUMES nor DEFAULTVOLUMES is speci­
fied, the original volume(s) from which the object was exported is 
used. 

OUTPW ( password) 
specifies the password of the file to receive the portable copy. 

password- is required only if importing into a predefmed empty file that 
has passwords that are different from the old passwords of the file being 
imported. You must specify the file's update or higher-level password. 

Abbreviation: OPW 

PURGE INOPURGE 
specifies whether the entry for the original cluster or alternate index is to 
be deleted and replaced by a new entry with the same name regardless of 
the retention time specified in the TO or FOR parameter in the original 
defmition. 

PURGE 
specifies that the entry for the original cluster or alternate index is to be 
deleted even if the retention period has not expired. This parameter can 
be used only when you are importing the cluster or alternate index into 
the original catalog from which it was exported with the TEMPO­
RARY parameter. 

NOPURGE 
specifies that the entry for the original cluster or alternate index is not to 
be deleted if the retention period has not expired. If you specify NO­
PURGE and the retention period has not expired, you get a message 
that tells you that the cluster or alternate index has not been deleted and 
the command is terminated. The portable copy of the object that was to 
have been imported is still usable. 

Abbreviations: PRG and NPRG 

Default: NOPURGE 
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IMPORTRA. 


IMPORTRA Parameters 

The IMPORTRA command (MPRA) is used to reestablish in a catalog those 
objects that have become portable by means of the EXPORTRA command. 
Clusters and their associated data and index components and any paths over 
them, and alternate indexes and their associated data and index components 
and any paths over them, are automatically defmed in the catalog by means 
of the IMPORTRA command. Ifuser catalog pointers are found on the 
portable file, those user catalogs are connected to the master catalog by 
IMPORTRA. If the target (or receiving) catalog is not a recoverable catalog, 
any non VSAM objects on the portable file are also defmed in the catalog. 
(Note that nonVSAM objects can exist on the portable file only if they were 
defined into a recoverable catalog on an operating system other than 
DOS/VS or DOS/VSE.) Should IMPORTRA fmd an entry for the object in 
the catalog, it will attempt to delete it. If this succeeds, it will then redefme 
the object using the information on the portable file. If the object is a user 
catalog, it will be disconnected rather than deleted, and then reconnected. 
See "Using EXPORTRAjIMPORTRA: Recovering Catalog Entries and 
Data" for more information and Example 21 in "Appendix A: Sample Job 
Streams." 

The format of the IMPORTRA command is: 

I MPORTRA INFILE ( dname 
[f)ENVIRONMENT 

( [f)BLOCKS I ZE ( size) ] 
[f)NOLABELISTDLABEL] 
[f)NOREWIND I REWIND I UNLOAD] 
[f)PRIMEDATADEVICE ( devtype) ] ) ] 

)

.QIII;II..~;·Il.I.:l. 
[CATALOG ( catname [I password] ) ] 
[OBJECTS ( ( entryname [f)FILE ( dname ) ] 

[f)USECLASS ( primary [f) secondary] ) ] 
[f)VOLUMES ( vo/ser ••• ) I 

DEFAULTVOLUMES] 
[f)DEVICETYPE ( devtype) ] ) ••• ) ] 

Note: Ignore the shaded parameters if you are using the job control simplification introduced in 
Release 2. The shaded parameters are included for the convenience of users who are using the 
Release I method ofjob control (see Appendix J for their explanation). 

CATALOG ( catname [I password] ) 
specifies the name and the password of the catalog in which the objects 
being imported are to be defmed. This parameter is required only when 
the catalog is password protected or when you want to direct the imported 
object to a catalog other than the default catalog. (The default catalog is 
(I) the job catalog if one is being used, or (2) the master catalog.) 

catname - is the name of the catalog. 

password - specifies the update or higher-level password of the catalog. If 
any of the files being imported are alternate indexes over a password­
protected base cluster, specify the catalog's master password to avoid being 
prompted for the base cluster's master password. 

Abbreviation: CAT 
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INFILE ( dname [f)ENVIRONMENT ( subparameters ) ] ) 
dnam~ - specifies the filename of the DLBL or TLBL statement that 
identifies the portable file. This is a required parameter. If an unlabeled 
tape is used (NOLABEL option), a TLBL statement is not required. 
However, since dname is a required positional parameter, a dummy 
(ficticious)filename of your choosing must be specified. 

ENVIRONMENT( subparameters ) 

describes the parameters of the portable file. 


Abbreviation: ENV 

BLOCKSIZE ( size) 

specifies the block size of the portable file. 


Abbreviation: BLKSZ 

Default: 2048 bytes per block. 

NOLABELISTDLABEL 
specifies the type of tape (unlabeled or EBCDIC standard-labeled) 
which contains the portable file, if PRIMEDATADEVICE specifies 
2400. 

NOLABEL 
indicates an unlabeled tape is to be processed. Since the first 
record of an unlabeled tape mayor may not be preceded by a 
tapemark (user's prerogative), you must take care to properly 
position the tape to the file you want to process. If a tapemark 
precedes the file, postion the tape either immediately past or 
immediately before the tapemark. Ifno tapemark is present, 
position the tape immediately before the first data record. If the 
unlabeled tape was created by VSE EXPORTRA, there is no 
tapemark preceding the first record of the file. 

IfVSEjAccess Control is installed, REWIND must be specified 
for unlabeled tapes. 

Abbreviation: NLBL 

Restriction: If a portable-copy tape file is unlabeled, it must be 
contained on a single volume, because IMPORTRA cannot han­
dle a multivolume unlabeled file. 

STDLABEL 
indicates EBCDIC standard-labeled tapes are to be processed. 

Abbreviation: SLBL 

Default: STDLABEL 

Restriction: Access Method Services does not support ASCII files 
or nonstandard labels. 

NOREWINDI REWIND IUNLOAD 
specifies the tape positioning action for an OPEN, CLOSE, and EOV 
(end-of-volume) condition if PRIMEDAT ADEVICE specifies 2400. 
(Prior to DOSjVS Release 34, IMPORTRA and EXPORTRA were 
the only tape processing commands that rewound a tape on an 
OPEN, CLOSE, or EOV condition. Starting with DOSjVS Release 
34, IMPORTRA and EXPORTRA are consistent with the other tape 
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processing commands, that is, NOREWIND is the default for the 
IMPORTRA and EXPORTRA commands. 

Note: Be aware, when using the REWIND or UNLOAD options (especially with 
multi-file volumes), that any OPEN causes the tape to be positioned at load point. 
You must be sure that the file you want to process is really the first one (at load point) 
on the reel. Otherwise, specify the NOREWIND option and use the MTC job control 
statement (see VSE/Advanced Functions), for example, to properly position the tape. 

NOREWIND 
specifies that rewind is never to be performed on OPEN, CLOSE, 
and EOV. 

End-of-file considerations: For EBCDIC standard-labeled tapes, 
the tape is positioned between the two trailing tapemarks. For 
unlabeled tapes, the tape is positioned following the single trailing 
tapemark. 

Abbreviation: NREW 

Default: NOREWIND 

REWIND 
specifies that tapes are to be rewound to load point but not un­
loaded on an OPEN, CLOSE, or EOV condition. 

Abbreviation: REW 

UNLOAD 
specifies that tapes are to be rewound on an OPEN, and rewound 
and unloaded on an EOV and CLOSE condition. 

Abbreviation: UNLD 

PRIMEDATADEVICE(de~ype) 

specify this parameter only if the file resides on a tape device (in 
which case you specify 2400). The 2400 identifies all tape devices 
that DTFMT supports. SYSOO4 must be used (in the ASSGN state­
ment) for a tape input file. See "Magnetic Tape Considerations for 
Access Method Services" in VSE/ VSAM Programmer's Reference 
for more information on tape. 

Abbreviation: PDEV 

OBJECTS ( ( entryname 
[f)FILE ( (dname)] 
[f)DEVICETYPE(de~ype)] 
[f)USECLASS(prirnary[f)secondary])] 
[f)VOLUMES ( vo/ser • •• ) I 

DEFAULTVOLUMES]) ... ) 
specifies attributes for some object on the portable file. 

entryname - specifies the name of the data component, index component, 
cluster, alternate index, user catalog, or non VSAM object whose attributes 
are being specified. The name and attribute parameters can be repeated 
for up to 255 objects. 

Abbreviation: OBJ 

FILE ( dname) 
specifies the filename ofthe DLBL statement that, together with associ­
ated EXTENT statement(s), identifies the volume(s) and extents allo­
cated to the data and index components of an alternate index or cluster 
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that is to be imported. This parameter is required only when one or 
both components are defined with the UNIQUE attribute. (If only one 
component is unique you code one FILE parameter; if both compo­
nents are unique you code two FILE parameters.) 

The entryname parameter preceding the FILE parameter cannot be a 
cluster or alternate index name; it must be a data or index component 
name. 

The file-fO in the DLBL statement pointed to by dname can be omitted 
but, if included, it should be the same as the component name (that is, 
the entryname parameter preceding the FILE parameter). The symbol­
ic unit can be omitted from the EXTENT statement. 

Note: This parameter explanation applies to the job control simplification introduced in 
Release 2. If you are using Release I job control, refer to the appropriate explanation in 
Appendix J. 

DEVICETYPE ( devtype) 
specifies the device type (2314, 2319, 3330, 3330-11, 3340, 3350, FBA, 
2400T7, or 2400T9) of a user catalog or nonVSAM file to be imported. 
If you do not specify DEVICETYPE, the original exxported device type 
is used. 

Abbreviation: DEVT 

USECLASS( primary [1) secondary ] ) 
specifies that the class of an imported object (cluster, alternate index, 
and their data and index components) is to be modified. The 
USECLASS specifications for a cluster and alternate index are modi­
fied in the following order: cluster or alternate index; data component; 
and index component. For example, if you specify a USECLASS value 
for both the data component and cluster (in either order) of an imported 
object, (l) the value specified for the cluster level will also be propagat­
ed to the data component level and (if present) index component level, 
(2) the value specified for the data component will be inserted into the 
data component, superceding the previous data component value 
derived from the cluster specification, (3) the index component (if 
present) would retain the propagated cluster USECLASS value. 

Ifyou specify only a primary USECLASS value, the default secondary 
value (,P' - same as primary) is applied to the imported object. This 
effectively overrides the secondary value for that imported object in the 
portable file. 

If you specify primary USECLASS values other than 0 for a unique 
cluster or alternate index, an error occurs. 

Abbreviation: USCL 

VOLUMES ( volser • •• ) IDEFAULTVOLUMES 
specifies the volumes to be used in derming a cluster, alternate index, 
data component, index component, user catalog, or nonVSAM file. 

VOLUMES 
If you do not specify the VOLUMES (or DEFAULTVOLUMES) 
subparameter, the original volumes list (contained in the catalog entries 
for the object) that was exported will be used. IfVOLUMES is speci­
fied at the cluster or alternate index level, it always propagates to the 
data and index levels. A data or index level specification overrides the 
original exported list of volumes and a cluster or alternate-index level 
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specification. Ifyou want to change VOLUMES for only one compo­
nent, specify VOLUMES only for that component. 

volser - contains one through six alphameric, national (@, #, and $), 
hyphens, and special (commas, semicolons, blanks, parentheses, slashes, 
asterisks, periods, quotation marks, ampersands, plus signs, and equal 
signs) characters. The volume serial numbers must be enclosed in single 
quotation marks if they contain special characters. Single quotation 
marks within a volume serial number must be coded as two single 
quotation marks. For consistency with VSE job control, only alphamer­
ic characters should be used. 

DEFAULTVOLUMES 
indicates that (for the specified cluster, alternate index, data or index 
component) VSAM is to disregard the exported volume list(s) and, 
instead, is to obtain a new list ofvolume(s). VSAM obtains the new 
volume(s) list from the data and index (if present) components of the 
applicable default models in the receiving catalog. The default model 
used corresponds to the type of file being imported (alternate index, 
key-sequenced file, etc.). 

An error message is issued if you specify DEFAULTVOLUMES and 
VOLUMES together in the same objectname list. You can specify 
DEFAULTVOLUMES at any level and in any combination oflevels; if 
specified at the alternate index or cluster level, DEFAULTVOLUMES 
propagates to the data component level and (if applicable) the index 
component level. (If DEFAULTVOLUMES is propagated to the data 
or index component level where the VOLUMES parameter has been 
specified, the VOLUMES parameter takes precedence.) 

Abbreviation: VOL and DFVOL 
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LISTCAT 
The LISTCAT command (LISTC) is used to list entries contained in a 
catalog. The ENTRIES parameter is used to specify the name(s) ofindividu­
al entries to be listed. The AIX, CL, DATA, INDEX, NONVSAM, PATH, 
SPACE, and UCAT parameters are used to specify the type(s) ofentries to be 
listed. The NAME, VOLUME, ALLOCATION, and ALL parameters 
specify the fields to be listed for each catalog entry. 

Figure 3-2 shows the kinds of listings that result from coding various combi­
nations of entryname and type ofobject. 

See "Using LISTCA T: Listing Catalog Entries" for more information, 
"Appendix B: Interpreting LISTCAT Output" for an explanation of the 
output produced by the LISTCA T command, and Examples 3, 4, and 7 in 
"Appendix A: Sample Job Streams." 

Requested 
type Is: CL AIX DATA IX PATH SPC NVSAM UCAT None 

Entryname 
type Is: 

CL L* E A* A* A* E E E LA* 

AIX E L* A* A* A* E E E LA* 

DATA E E L* E E E E E L* 

IX E E E L* E E E E L* 

PATH E E E E L* E E E L* 

SPC U U U U U L* U U U 

NVSAM E E E E E E L* E L* 

UCAT MU E E E E E E L* UM 

where 

A - list the desired association 
E -= error message: "not a requested type" 
L ... list the entry 
LA ... list the entry and associated entries 
MU - if listing from master catalog, "E" 

iflisting from user catalog, "L" 
U - unpredictable results 
UM ... if listing from master catalog, "L" 

if listing from user catalog, "LA" 

and 

AIX alternate index -

CL - cluster 
IX - index 
NVSAM - non VSAM 
SPC - space 
UCAT - user catalog 
* ... combination producing a useful listing 

Note: 	Ifany of the above entryname types are not in the 
catalog, Access Method Services generates an 
appropriate information message. 

Figure 3-2. Listing Contents Depending Upon Parameters Requested 
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LISTCAT Parameters 

The format of the LISTCA T command is: 

LISTCAT [ALTERNATEINDEX] 

[f>CLUSTER] 

[f>DATA] 

[f>INDEX] 

[f>NONVSAM ] 

[f>PATH] 

[f>SPACE] 

[f>USERCATALOG] 


[CATALOG ( catname [/ password ] 1:1:.@m~l ) ] 
[ENTRIES ( entryname [/ password] 

[f> entryname [ / password] [f>. . . ] I 
vo/ser [f> volser • • • ] ) ] 

[NAME IVOLUME IALLOCATION IALL] 
[NOTUSABLE] 

Note: Ignore the shaded parameters if you are using the job control simplification introduced in 
Release 2. The shaded parameters are included for the convenience of users who are using the 
Release I method ofjob control (see Appendix J for their explanation). 

ALTERNATEINDEX CLUSTER DATA INDEX 
NONVSAM PATH SPACE USERCATALOG 

specifies the types of catalog entries to be listed. The catalog specified in 
CATALOG (or the default) contains the entries. Only those entries whose 
type is specified are listed (that is, when you specify CLUSTER but not 
INDEX, DATA, or PATH, the cluster's entry is listed and its associated 
data, index, and path entries are not listed). When you identify an entry 
with its name (that is, when you specify ENTRIES) and also specify an 
entry type, the named entry is not listed unless it is of the specified type. 
You can specify as many entry types as you want. Ifyou want to com­
pletely list a catalog, do not specify any entry type. When either DATA or 
INDEX is specified, the entry for the data or index component of the 
catalog itself is not listed. 

ALTERNATEINDEX 
specifies that alternate index entries are to be listed. If 
ALTERNATEINDEXis specified but DATA, INDEX, and PATH are 
not specified, entries for the alternate index's data and index compo­
nents and path(s) are not listed. 

Abbreviation: AIX 

CLUSTER 
specifies that cluster entries are to be listed. IfCLUSTER is specified 
but DATA, INDEX, and PATH are not specified, entries for the 
cluster's data and index components and path are not listed. 

Abbreviation: CL 

DATA 
specifies that entries for data components, excluding the data compo­
nent of the catalog, are to be listed. If a cluster or alternate index's 
name is specified under ENTRIES and DATA is coded, only the data 
component entry is listed. 
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INDEX 
specifies that entries for index components, excluding the index compo­
nent of the catalog, are to be listed. If a cluster or alternate index's 
name is specified under ENTRIES and INDEX is coded, only the index 
component entry is listed. 

Abbreviation: IX 

NONVSAM 

specifies that entries for nonVSAM files are to be listed. 


Abbreviation: NVSAM 

PATH 

specifies that entries for paths are to be listed. 


SPACE 
specifies that entries for volumes containing data spaces defmed in the 
catalog are to be listed. Candidate volumes are included. Ifentries are 
identified by entryname, SPACE can be coded only when no other 
entry type is coded. You must specify SPACE if ENTRIES specifies a 
volser (volume serial number). 

Abbreviation: SPC 

USERCATALOG 
specifies that user catalog pointers in the master catalog are to be listed. 
USERCATALOG is applicable only when the catalog to be listed is the 
master catalog. 

Abbreviation: UCAT 

CATALOG ( catname [/ password] 
specifies the catalog that contains the entries that are to be listed. This 
parameter is requiJ;ed only when the catalog is password protected or the 
entry to be listed is in a catalog other than the default catalog. (The de­
fault catalog is (1) the job catalog if one is being used, or (2) the master 
catalog.) 

catname - is the name of the catalog. 

password - specifies the read or higher-level password ofthe catalog if it 
is password protected. If the entries to be listed contain password protec­
tion information and this information is to be listed, then the master 
password must be supplied either through this parameter or through the 
ENTRIES parameter. 

Abbreviation: CAT 

ENTRIES ( entryname [I password] [f> entryname [I password] 
[ f>. • • ] ] I vo/ser( [f> vo/ser • • • ] ) 
specifies the entries to be listed. If ENTRIES is not specified and no 
entry-types are specified, the entire catalog is listed. You can also specify 
the fields you want listed for each entry (ALL, NAME, and so forth). If 
you want information about a user catalog, the catalog's volume must be 
physically mounted. You then specify the catalog'S name as the 
entryname. (You cannot specify the catalog's components by name.) 

Ifyou want information about the data spaces on particular volumes, 
specify SPACE and the volumes' serial numbers as vo/ser. 

password - specifies a password when the entry to be listed is password 
protected and a password was not specified through the CATALOG 
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parameter. The password must be the entry's read or higher-level pass­
word. If protection attributes are to be listed, you must supply the entry's 
master password; if no password is supplied, the operator is prompted for 
each entry's password. 

Abbreviation: ENT 

NAME IVOLUME IALLOCATION IALL 
specifies the fields to be listed for each catalog entry. 

NAME 
specifies that the name and type of the objects dermed by each entry are 
to be listed. NAME is the default. 

VOLUME 
specifies that the name of the object dermed by each entry, its history 
information (ownerid, creation and expiration dates, the VSAM release 
ID when it was created), its volume serial number, and device type 
allocated to it are to be listed; additionally, if present, the catalog re­
covery volume's serial number, control interval number, and device 
type. Volume information (volser and devtype) is only listed for data 
and index component entries, user catalogs, and non VSAM file entries. 

Abbreviation: VOL 

ALLOCATION 
specifies that volume information and detailed information about the 
allocation are to be listed. This information is listed only for data and 
index component entries. Types of entries should only specify DATA 
or INDEX. ENTRIES can specify cluster, alternate index, data or 
index component names. 

Abbreviation: ALLOC 

ALL 
specifies that all the fields in an entry are to be listed, including protect­
ed attributes, ifthe entry's or the catalog's master password is specified. 

NOTUSABLE 
specifies that only those entries for data and index components that are 
flagged as unusable are to be listed. They are so flagged because data 
space has been deleted from the volume by either the FORCE option of 
DELETE SPACE or the IGNORE option of RESET CAT, or because 
ALTER REMOVEVOLUMES has removed the recovery volume or the 
last volume of a NOALLOCATION file. 

Abbreviation: NUS 
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LISTCRA 


LISTCRA Parameters 

The LISTCRA command (LISTR) is used to list the contents of one or more 
volume's catalog recovery area (CRA). LISTCRA either dumps all CRA 
records or lists each defmed object's type, name, and volume(s). The entries 
in the listing can be limited to those entries in the CRA that do not match the 
catalog. In this case the listing includes a *MISCOMPARES message which 
identifies whether name, volume, key ranges, extents, high-used RBA, or 
statistics do not match. The term "OTHER" in a *MISCOMPARES message 
refers to mismatches other than those specified that are less severe and do not 
affect data. The corresponding data from the catalog is also included and the 
mismatched fields are underlined if the DUMP option has been specified. 

See VSEj VSAM Programmer's Reference for the contents of CRAs and how 
catalog entries are placed in CRAs. 

The output listing can be used to select objects for the EXPORTRA function 
or, in the case of a mismatch in the high-used RBA, to select an object for the 
VERIFY function. See "Using EXPORTRAjIMPORTRA: Recovering 
Catalog Entries and Data" for more information, Example 19 in "Appendix 
A: Sample Job Streams," and "Appendix D: Interpreting LISTCRA 
Output" for an explanation of the output produced by the LISTCRA com­
mand. 

The format of the LISTCRA command is: 

LISTCRA 	 jjNII.:~::amt(rn~EI::~~:i:i:~:~::l:::::::~: 

INVOLUMES ( vo/ser • •• ) 

[CATALOG ( catname [/ password llillill]

[COMPARE INOCOMPARE ]H ..... HH 

[DUMP INAME ISEQUENTIALDUMP] 
[MASTERPW ( password) ] 

Note: Ignore the shaded parameters if you are using the job control simplification introduced in 
Release 2. The shaded parameters are included for the convenience of users who are using the 
Release 1 method ofjob control (see Appendix J for their explanation). 

CATALOG ( catname [/ password] ) 
specifies the name of the catalog that owns the volumes containing the 
CRAs. If COMPARE is specified, the CATALOG parameter must be 
specified. 

catname ~ is the name of the catalog whose entries are to be compared 
with the entries in the CRAs. 

password - specifies the master password of the catalog identified by 
catname (must be specified if the catalog is password protected.) 

Abbreviation: CAT 

COMPARE INOCOMPARE 
specifies whether the CRA entries are to be compared to their correspond­
ing catalog entries. IfCOMPARE is specified, the printed listing is limited 
to mismatches. All entries except the entries that describe the catalog itself 
are compared. If NOCOMPARE is specified, all entries are printed. 

When COMPARE is specified, the CATALOG parameter is required. 
COMPARE cannot be specified with SEQUENTIALDUMP. 
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... -------------, ".,-,-------------­

Abbreviations: CMPR and NCMPR 

Default: NOCOMPARE 

DUMPINAMEISEQUENTIALDUMP 
specifies the type of list. DUMP indicates a dump of all of each entry's 
records in hexadecimal and character format in alphabetical order by 
entry name and grouped by type of object. NAME indicates a list of each 
defined object's type, name, and volume(s). Only the names ofclusters, 
alternate indexes, and non VSAM objects are listed in alphabetical order. 
Associated information is also given where relevant. 

SEQUENTIALDUMP indicates a dump of all records in hexadecimal and 
character format in the physical sequential order they occur in the CRA 
with no grouping or logical ordering (first-in, first-out). SEQUENTIAL­
DUMP cannot be specified with COMPARE. 

Abbreviation: SDUMP 

Default: NAME 

INVOLUMES ( volser • •• 
indicates the volumes of the CRAs to be listed. You can list more than one 
CRA by supplying multiple volser subparameters. The CRA volumes 
need not be premounted. They can be serially mounted as each volume is 
processed. 

Abbreviation: IVOL 

MASTERPW ( password) 
specifies the master password of the master catalog. It must be specified if 
the master catalog is password protected. 

Abbreviation: MRPW 
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PRINT 


PRINT Parameters 

The PRINT command is used to list part or all of an indexed-sequential, 
sequential, or VSAM me. A base cluster is listed in alternate key sequence 
via a path. See "Sample Output from PRINT," following this command, for 
sample listings produced by the PRINT command. See "Using PRINT: 
Printing Data Records" for more information and Examples 5, 6, and 8 in 
"Appendix A: Sample Job Streams." 

The format of the PRINT command is: 

PRINT INFILE 
( dname [/ password] 
[flENVIRONMENT t 

(flBLOCKSIZE ( size) t 
[flHINDEXDEVICE ( devtype) ] 
[flNOLABELISTDLABEL] 
[flNOREWIND I REWIND I UNLOAD] 
[flPRIMEDATADEVICE ( devtype) ] 

flRECORDFORMAT ( format) t 
[flRECORDS I ZE ( size) ] ) ] 

) 

[CHARACTER I DUMP I HEX] 
[ FROMADDRESS ( address) I FROMKEY ( key) I 

FROMNUMBER ( number) I SKIP ( count) ] 
[TOADDRESS ( address) I TOKEY ( key) I 

TONUMBER ( number) I COUNT ( count) ] 

This parameter is required under certain conditions. See the following parameter explana­
tions or Appendix E for more information. 

INFILE ( dname [/ password] [flENVIRONMENT 
( subparameters ) ] ) 

describes the input me. If the me is defmed in a user catalog which is not 
the job catalog, you must explicitly name the user catalog by specifying the 
CAT parameter in the me's DLBL job control statement. (The user 
catalog's DLBL statement does not require an associated EXTENT state­
ment.) 

dname - specifies the filename of the DLBL (an associated EXTENT 
statment is required only if the input me is non VSAM) or TLBL statement 
that identifies the input me to be listed. This is a required parameter. You 
can list a base cluster in alternate key sequence by specifying a path name 
as the file-tO, in the DLBL statement. If an unlabeled tape is used 
(NOLABEL option), a TLBL statement is not required. However, since 
dname is a required positional parameter, a dummy (ficticious)filename of 
your choosing must be specified. 

password - specifies the read or higher-level password of a password 
protected VSAM me or path. For printing a data or index component, 
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supply the password of the cluster or alternate index to which the compo­
\ nent belongs; for a path, it is the password of the path. 


Abbreviation: IFILE 


INote: This parameter explanation applies to the job control simplification introduced in 
Release 2. If you are using Release I job control, refer to the appropriate explanation in 
AppendixJ. 

ENVIRONMENT ( subparameters ) 
describes the input file if that file is anonVSAM file. When you are 
printing anonVSAM file, this parameter and the BLOCKSIZE and 
RECORDFORMAT subparameters are required. The subparameters 
are described in the following paragraphs. 

Abbreviation: ENV 

BLOCKSIZE ( size) 
specifies the block size for anonVSAM file. This parameter is re­
quired. For FIXBLK files, substitute the logical record length times 
the number of records per block. For indexed-sequential FIXUNB 
files, substitute the logical record length plus the key length. 

Abbreviation: BLKSZ 

HINDEXDEVICE ( devtype) 
specifies, for an indexed-sequential me, the device type of the vol­
ume on which the highest index resides. The possible device types are 
2314,2319,3330, and 334.0. 

Abbreviation: HDEV 

Default: The device type of the highest index defaults to the device 
type of the volume on which the prime data records reside (see 
PRIMEDATADEVICE). 

NOLABELISTDLABEL 
specifies the type oftape (unlabeled or EBCDIC standard-labeled) to 
be processed ifPRIMEDATADEVICE specifies 2400. 

NOLABEL 
indicates an unlabeled tape is to be processed. Since the first 
record of an unlabeled tape mayor may not be preceded by a 
tapemark (user's prerogative), you must take care to properly 
position the tape to the me you want to process. If a tapemark 
precedes the file, position the tape either immediately past or 
immediately before the tapemark. If no tapemark is present, 
position the tape immediately before the first data record. If the 
unlabeled tape was created by VSE Access Method Services, there 
is no tapemark preceding the first record of the file. 

If VSEjAccess Control is installed, REWIND must be specified 
for unlabeled tapes. 

Abbreviation: NLBL 

Restriction: PRINT cannot process multivolume unlabeled files. 

STDLABEL 
indicates EBCDIC standard-labeled tapes are to be processed. 

Abbreviation: SLBL 
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Default: STDLABEL 

Restriction: Access Method Services does not support ASCII mes 
or nonstandard labels. 

NOREWINDIREWINDIUNLOAD 
specifies the tape positioning action for an OPEN, CLOSE, and EOV 
(end-of-volume) condition ifPRIMEDAT ADEVICE specifies 2400. 

Note: Be aware, when using the REWIND or UNLOAD options (especially with 
multi-me volumes), that any OPEN causes the tape to be positioned at load point. 
You must be sure that the me you want to process is really the first one (at load point) 
on the reel. Otherwise, specify the NOREWIND option and use the MTC job control 
statement (see VSE/Advanced Functions), for example, to properly position the tape. 

NOREWIND 
specifies that rewind is never to be performed on OPEN, CLOSE, 
and EOV. 

End-of-file considerations: For EBCDIC standard-labeled tapes, 
the tape is positioned between the two trailing tapemarks. For 
unlabeled tapes, the tape is positioned following the single trailing 
tapemark. 

Abbreviation: NREW 

Default: NOREWIND 

REWIND 
specifies that tapes are to be rewound to load point but not un­
loaded on an OPEN, CLOSE, or EOV condition. 

Abbreviation: REW 

UNLOAD 
specifies that tapes are to be rewound on an OPEN, and rewound 
and unloaded on an EOV and CLOSE condition. 

Abbreviation: UNLD 

PRIMEDATADEVICE ( devtype ) 
specifies the device type of the volume on which the prime data 
records reside. The possible device types that apply to an ISAM me 
are 2314, 2319, 3330, and 3340. You do not have to specifY this 
parameter for a sequential me unless the me resides on tape (in 
which case you specify 2400). The 2400 identifies all tape devices 
that DTFMT supports. You must specify SYSOO4 in the ASSGN 
statement for a tape input me. 

Abbreviation: PDEV 

Default: 2314 

RECORDFORMAT ( format) 
specifies the format of the records in the non VSAM me. This param­
eter is required. For format, substitute one of the following values: 
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Value Meaning 

FIXUNBIF Fixed, unblocked 
FIXBLKIFB Fixed, blocked 
VARUNBIV Variable, unblocked 
VARBLKIVB Variable, blocked 
SPNUNBIS Variable spanned, unblocked 
SPNBLKISB Variable spanned, blocked 
UNDEFIU Undefmed 

Abbreviation: RECFM 

RECORDS I ZE ( size) 
specifies the length of a logical record for FIXBLK or FIXUNB 
non VSAM files. For indexed-sequential FIXUNB files, this parame­
ter is the logical record length plus the key length. For UNDEF, 
SPNBLK, or SPNUNB nonVSAM files, this parameter is the maxi­
mum record size. This parameter is not necessary for VARUNB or 
VARBLK. 

Abbreviation: RECSZ 

Default: IfRECORDSIZE is not specified, blocking is one record 
per block, therefore, RECORD SIZE is equal to block size for files 
that are FIXUNB, FIXBLK, or UNDEF; RECORD SIZE is equal to 
block size minus four for files that are VARUNB, VARBLK, 
SPNUNB, or SPNBLK. 

CHARACTER I DUMPIHEX 
specifies the format of the listing. 

CHARACTER 
specifies that each byte in each record is to be printed as a character. Bit 
patterns not defining a character are printed as periods. Key fields are 
listed in character format (see Figure 3-3). 

Abbreviation: CHAR 

DUMP 
specifies that each byte in each record is to be printed in both hexadeci­
mal and character format. In the character portion of the listing, bit 
patterns not defming a character are printed as periods. Key fields are 
listed in hexadecimal format (see Figure 3-3). 

HEX 
specifies that each byte in each record is to be printed as two hexadeci­
mal digits. Key fields are listed in hexadecimal format (see Figure 
3-3). 

Default: DUMP 

FROMADDRESS ( address) I FROMKEY ( key) I 
FROMNUMBER ( number) I SKIP ( count) 

specifies the first record to print in the file. 

FROMADDRESS ( address ) 
specifies the RBA of the first record. It must be the beginning of a 
logical record. If you specify this parameter for a key-sequenced file, 
the listing will be sequenced by RBA rather than by key. The address 
may be expressed in decimal (n), hexadecimal (X'n'), or binary (B'n') 
form. 
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FROMKEY ( key ) 
specifies the key of the fIrst record you want listed. It may be a full key 
or a generic key - that is, the high-order portion of a key. Ifyou 
specify a generic key, listing begins at the fIrst record whose key 
matches the portion of the key you specifIed. (You must not specify a 
key longer than that defmed for the me. Ifyou do, the listing is not 
performed.) If the specifIed key is not found, listing begins with the next 
higher key. The key must be enclosed in single quotation marks if it 
contains commas, semicolons, blanks, parentheses, or slashes. A single 
quotation mark within a key must be coded as two single quotation 
marks if the key is enclosed in single quotation marks; it may contain 
up to 255 bytes, that is, 510 hexadecimal or 255 EBCDIC characters. If 
it is specifIed in hexadecimal, it must be preceded by X and be enclosed 
in single quotation marks. 

FROMNUMBER ( number ) 
specifIes the relative-record number of the fIrst record. 

SKIP ( count) 
specifIes the number of records you want to skip before the listing of 
records begins. For example, if you want the listing to begin with the 
500th record, you specify SKIP(499). The count can be expressed in 
decimal, hexadecimal, or binary. If it is specifIed in hexadecimal or 
binary, it must be preceded by X or B, respectively, enclosed in single 
quotation marks, and no longer than one fullword (4 bytes or 32 bits). 

Abbreviations: FADDR, FKEY, FNUM 

Default: Ifnothing is specifIed, the listing begins with the fIrst record. 

Restrictions: 

Cannot be used in Path 
Parameter Can be used with combination with processing 

FROMADDRESS Key-sequenced and TOKEY Not permitted 
entry-sequenced TONUMBER 
ftles 

FROMKEY Key-sequenced and TOADDRESS Permitted 
indexed-sequential TONUMBER 
ftles 

FROMNUMBER Relative-record TOADDRESS Not permitted 
ftles TOKEY 

SKIP Indexed-sequential, Unpredictable 
sequential and VSAM results 
ftles 

TOADDRESS ( address) ITOKEY ( key) ITONUMBER ( number) I 
COUNT ( count) 

specifIes the last record to print in the me. The last record must follow the 
fIrst record. 

TOADDRESS ( address ) 
specifIes the RBA of the last record. Unlike FROMADDRESS, the 
RBA does not need to be the beginning of a logical record. The entire 
record containing the specifIed RBA is printed. Ifyou specify this 
parameter for a key-sequenced me, the listing will be sequenced by 
RBA rather than by key. The address can be expressed in decimal, 
hexadecimal, or binary. If it is specifIed in hexadecimal or binary, it 
must be preceded by X or B, respectively, and enclosed in single quota­
tion marks. 
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TOKEY( key) 

specifies the key of the last record. It may be a full key or a generic key 
- that is, the high-order portion of a key. Ifyou specify a generic key, 
listing stops after the last record is listed whose key matches the portion 
of the key you specified. (You must not specify a key longer than that 
defmed for the flle.lfyou do, the listing is not performed.) If the speci­
fied key is not found, listing ends with the next lower key. The key must 
be enclosed in single quotation marks if it contains commas, semicolons, 
blanks, parentheses, or slashes. A single quotation mark within a key 
must be coded as two single quotation marks if the key is enclosed in 
single quotation marks; it may contain up to 255 bytes, that is, 510 
hexadecimal or 255 EBCDIC characters. If it is specified in hexadeci­
mal, it must be preceded by X and be enclosed in single quotation 
marks. 

TONUMBER( number) 
specifies the relative-record number of the last record. 

COUNT ( count ) 
specifies the number of records to be listed. Processing is terminated 

when the number of records printed exceeds the value supplied by 

COUNT. The count can be expressed in decimal (n), hexadecimal 

(X'n'), or binary (B'n' form. 


Abbreviations: T ADDR, TNUM 

Default: Ifnothing is specified, the listing ends with the last record. 

Restrictions: 

Cannot be used in Path 
Parameter Can be used with combination with processing JCOUNT 	 Indexed sequential, Unpredictable 

sequential and VSAM results 
files 

TOADDRESS 	 Key-sequenced and FROMKEY Not permitted 
entry-sequenced FROMNUMBER 
files 

TOKEY 	 Key-sequenced and FROMADDRESS Permitted 
indexed-sequential FROMNUMBER 
files 

TONUMBER 	 Relative-record FROMADDRESS Not permitted 
files FROMKEY 
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Dump Format 

IDCAMS SYSTEM SERVICES TIME: 19:2S:14 03/06/73 PAGE 2 

LISTING OF DATA SET -EXAMPLE. LISTC 

KEY OF RECORD - FOFOFOFOFOFOFOFOFOFOFOFI 

0000 C1C2C3C4 FOFOFOFO FOFOFOFO FOFOFOFI C1C2C3C4 C5C6c7C8 C9010203 04050607 *ABCDOOOOOOOOOOOIABCOEFGHIJKLMNOP* 

0020 0809E2E3 E4ESE6E7 E8E9FOF 1 F2F3F4FS F6F7F8F9 C1C2C3C4 C5C6C7C8 C9010203 *QRSTUVWXYZ0123456789ABCDEFGHIJKL* 

0040 040S0607 0809E2E3 E4ESE6E7 F6F9FOFI F2F3F4F5 F6F7F8F9 Cl C2C3C4 C5C6C7C6 *MNOPQRSTUVWXYZOI23456769ABCOEFGH* 

0060 C9010203 040S0607 0809E2E3 E4ESE6E7 E8E9FOFI F2F3F4F5 F6F7F8F9 C1C2C3C4 *IJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ0123456789ABCD* 

0080 CSC6C7C8 C90102D3 040S0607 DBD9E2E3 E4E5E6E7 E8E9FOFI F2F3F4FS F6F7F8F9 *EFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ01234S6789* 

OOAO C1C2C3C4 C5C6C7C8 C9010203 0405D6D7 0809E2E3 E4E5E6E7 E8E9FOFI F2F3F4F5 *ABCOEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZOI2345* 

OOCO F6F7F8F9 C1C2C3C4 C5C6C7C8 C9010203 0405D607 0809E2E3 E4E5E6E7 E8E9FOFI *6769ABCOEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ01* 
OOEO F2F3F4F5 F6F7F8F9 C1C2C3C4 C5C6C7CB C90102D3 040SD6D7 D609E2E3 E4E5E6E7 *23456789ABCOEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWX* 
0100 EBE9rOFl F2F3F4F5 F6F7F8F9 C1C2C3C4 C5C6C7C8 C9010203 04050607 0609E2E3 *YZO I 2 3456 789ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRST* 
0120 E4E5E6E7 E8E9FOF 1 F2F3F4F5 F6F7F8F9 C1C2C3C4 C5C6C7C8 c90102D3 0405D607 *UVWXYZ0123456789ABCOEFGHIJKLMNOP* 
0140 0809E2E3 E4E5E6E7 E8E9FOFI F2F3F4F5 F6F7F8F9 C1C2C3C4 C5C6C7C8 C9010203 *QRSTUVWXYZ0123456789ABCOEFGHIJKL* 
0160 04050607 DB09E2E3 E4E5E6E7 E8E9FOFI F2F3F4F5 F6F7F8F9 C1C2c3C4 C5C6C7C8 *MNOPQRSTUVWXYZOI23456789ABCOEFGH* 
0180 C901D2D3 04050607 0809E2E3 00000000 * IJKLMNOPQRST •••• 

Hex Format 

IDCAMS SYSTEM SERVICES TIME: 19:26:13 03/08/73 PAGE 4 

LISTING OF DATA SET -EXAMPLE.LISTC.OATA 

RBA OF RECORD - 0 
C 1 C2C3C4FOFOFOFOFOFOFOFOFOFOFOF 1 C 1 C2C3C4C5C6C 7C8C90 1 02 03040506070809E2 E3E4E5 E6E 7E8E9FOF 1 F2 F3 F4FSF6F7F8F9C 1 C2C3C4C5C6C7C8 

C90 1 0 203040506070809E203D4E5E6E7E8E9FO F 1 F2F3F4FSF6F 7F8F9C 1 C2C3C4CSC6C7C8C90 1 0203040506070809E2E3E4E5E6E7E8E9FOFI F2F3 F4F5 
F6F 7F8F9C 1 C2C3C4C5c6C7C8C90 1 0203D405060708D9E2E3E4E5E6E7E8E9FOF 1 F2F3F4F5F6F7F8F9C I C2C 3C4C5C6C7C8C9Dl D2D3 040506D7D809E2E3 
B4E5E6E7E8E9FOF IF2F 3F4F5F6F7F8F9C I C2C3C4C5C6C7C8C90 I 0203D405060 70809E2 E3 E4E5E6E7E8E9FOFI F2F3F4F5F6F7F8F9C1C2C3C4C5C6C7C8 
C9D I 020 3040506070809E 2E3E4E5E6E 7E8E9FOF I F2 F 3F4FSF6F7F8F9C 1 C2C3C4C5C6C7C6C90 1 02 03 0405060 70809E2E3E4E5E6E7E8E9FOF 1 F2 F3F4F5 
F6F 7F8F9C 1 C2C 3C4C5C6C7C8C90 I 0203040 5D60 70809E2 E3E4ESE6E 7E8E9F-Fl F2 F3 F4F5F6F7F8F9C 1C2C3C 4C5C6C7C6C90 1 02 03D40506070809E2E 3 
E4E 5E6E7E8E9FOF 1 F 2F 3F4FSf6F7F8F9CI C2C3C4CSC6C7C8C90 1 D2030405060708D9E2 E3 00000000 

Character Format 

IDCAMS SYSTEM SERVICES TIME: 19:26: 13 03/08/73 PAGE 6 

LISTING OF DATA SET -EXAMPLE.LISTC.DATA 

RBA OF RECORD - a 
ABCDOOOOOOOOOOO 1ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZO 123456789ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZO 12 3456789ABCOEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZO 12345 
6 789ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZO 12 34 56789ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZO 12 3 456 789ABCOEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZO 12 3 456 789ABCOEFGH 
IJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZO 123456789ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZO 12 3456789ABCDEFGH IJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZO 12 3 4S6 789ABCOEFGH IJKLMNOPQRST 
UVWXYZO 123456789ABCOEFGHIJKLMNOPQRST •••• 

Figure 3-3. Sample Output From PRINT 
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REPRO 

The REPRO command is used to do any of the following: 

• 	 Copy a VSAM file into another VSAM file. 

• 	 Copy a sequential file on tape or disk into another sequential ftle on tape 
or disk. 

• 	 Convert a sequential or indexed-sequential ftle into a VSAM ftle. 

• 	 Convert a VSAM or ISAM ftle into a sequential ftle. 

• 	 Reorganize the records and space in a key-sequenced file into another 
key-sequenced ftle. See "Reorganizing a File" to fmd out what happens 
when records from the input ftle are added to an empty or nonempty 
output file. 

• 	 Merge two VSAM ftles. 

• 	 Copy a catalog to a sequential nonVSAM ftle or to a VSAM key­
sequenced ftle or entry-sequenced file and vice versa. (Do not copy the 
master catalog to a VSAM ftle.) See Examples 17 and 18 in "Appendix A: 
Sample Job Streams" for more information. 

See also "Loading Records into a File" in "Defming a VSAM ftle" for more 
information and Examples 5 and 6 in "Appendix A: Sample Job Streams." 

The format of the REPRO command is: 

REPRO INFILE 
( dname [ I password] 
[f>ENVIRONMENT 

(BLOCKSIZE ( size) 
[f>HINDEXDEVICE ( devtype) ] 
[f>NOLABELISTDLABEL] 
[f>NOREWIND IREWIND IUNLOAD] 
[f>PRIMEDATADEVICE(de~ype)] 
f>RECORDFORMAT ( format) 
[f>RECORDS I ZE ( size) ] ) ] 

) 
OUTFILE 

( dname [ I password] 
[f>ENVIRONMENT 

(BLOCKSIZE ( size) 
[f>NOLABELISTDLABEL] 
[f>NOREWINDI REWIND IUNLOAD] 
[f>PRIMEDATADEVICE(devtype)] 
f>RECORDFORMAT ( format) 
[f>RECORDSI ZE ( size) ] ) ] 

) 
[FROMADDRESS ( address) IFROMKEY ( key) I 

FROMNUMBER ( number) I SKIP ( count) ] 
[TOADDRESS ( address) ITOKEY ( key) I 

TONUMBER ( number) ICOUNT ( count) ] 
[REPLACE INOREPLACE1 
[REUSE INOREUSE] 
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REPRO Parameters 

\ 


INFILE ( dname [/ password] 
[f)ENVIRONMENT ( subparameters) ] ) 
describes the input file. If the file is defmed in a user catalog which is not 
the job catalog, you must explicitly name the user catalog by specifying the 
CAT parameter in the file's DLBLjob control statement. (The user 
catalog's DLBL statement does not require an associated EXTENT state­
ment.) 

dname - specifies the filename of the DLBL (an associated EXTENT 
statement is required only if the input file is anonVSAM file) or TLBL job 
control statement that identifies the file to be copied. You can process a 
base cluster in alternate key sequence by specifying a path name as 
file-lOin the DLBL statement. This is a required parameter. 

If an unlabeled tape is used (NOLABEL option), a TLBL statement is not 
required. However, since dname is a required positional parameter, a 
dummy (ficticious)filename ofyour choosing must be specified. 

password - the read or higher-level password of the password-protected 
file to be copied. Ifa catalog is to be copied, the catalog'S master password 
is required. For a path, it is the read or higher-level password ofthe path. 

Abbreviation: IFILE 

Note: This parameter explanation applies to the job control simplification introduced in 
Release 2. Ifyou are using Release I job control, refer to the appropriate explanation in 
Appendixl. 

ENVIRONMENT ( subparameters ) 
describes the input file if that file is anonVSAM file. This parameter, 
and the BLOCKSIZE and RECORDFORMAT parameters are re­
quired when you are copying anonVSAM file, or reloading a backup 
copy of a VSAM catalog from anonVSAM file. The ENVIRON­
MENT subparameters are described in the following paragraphs. 

Abbreviation: ENV 

BLOCKS I ZE ( size ) 
specifies the block size for anonVSAM file. This parameter is re­
quired. For FIXBLK files, substitute the logical record length times 
the number of records per block. For indexed-sequential FIXUNB 
files, substitute the logical record length plus the key length. If you 
are reloading a backup copy of a VSAM catalog, block size must be 
a multiple of 516 plus 4. 

Abbreviation: BLKSZ 

HINDEXDEVICE ( devtype ) 
specifies, for an indexed-sequential file, the device type of the vol­
ume on which the highest index resides. The possible device types 
are 2314, 2319, 3330, and 3340. 

Abbreviation: HDEV 

Default: The device type of the highest index defaults to the device 
type of the volume on which the prime data records reside (see 
PRIMEDATADEVICE). 

NOLABELISTDLABEL 
specifies the type oftape (unlabeled or EBCDIC standard-labeled) to 
be processed ifPRIMEDATADEVICE specifies 2400. 
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NOLABEL 

indicates an unlabeled tape is to be processed. Since the first 

record of an unlabeled tape mayor may not be preceded by a 

tapemark (user's prerogative), you must take care to properly 

position the tape to the ftle you want to process. Ifa tapemark 

precedes the ftle, position the tape either immediately past or 

immediately before the tapemark. Ifno tapemark is present, 

position the tape immediately before the first data record. If the 

unlabeled tape was created by VSE Access Method Services, there 

is no tapemark preceding the first record of the ftle. 


IfVSE/Access Control is installed, REWIND must be specified 
for unlabeled tapes. 

Abbreviation: NLBL 

Restriction: REPRO cannot process multivolume unlabeled ftles. 

STDLABEL 

indicates EBCDIC standard-labeled tapes are to be processed. 


Abbreviation: SLBL 

Default: STDLABEL 

Restriction: Access Method Services does not support ASCII ftles 
or nonstandard labels. 

NOREWINDIREWINDIUNLOAD 
specifies the tape positioning action for an OPEN, CLOSE, and EOV 
(end-of-volume) condition if PRIMEDAT ADEVICE specifies 2400. J 
Note: Be aware, when using the REWIND or UNLOAD options (especially with 

multi-file volumes), that any OPEN causes the tape to be positioned at load point. 

You must be sure that the file you want to process is really the first one (at load point) 

on the reel. Otherwise, specify the NOREWIND option and use the MTC job control 

statement (see VSE/Advanced Functions), for example, to properly position the tape. 


NOREWIND 

specifies that rewind is never to be performed on OPEN, CLOSE, 

and EOV. 


End-of-file considerations: For EBCDIC standard-labeled tapes, 

the tape is positioned between the two trailing tapemarks. For 

unlabeled tapes, the tape is positioned following the single trailing 

tapemark. 


Abbreviation: NREW 

Default: NOREWIND 

REWIND 

specifies that tapes are to be rewound to load point but not un­

loaded on an OPEN, CLOSE, or EOV condition. 


Abbreviation: REW 

UNLOAD 

specifies that tapes are to be rewound on an OPEN, and rewound 

and unloaded on an EOV and CLOSE condition. 


Abbreviation: UNLD 
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PRIMEDATADEVICE ( devtype) 
specifies the device type of the volume on which the prime data 
records reside. The possible device types that apply to an ISAM me 
are 2314, 2319, 3330, and 3340. You do not have to specify this 
parameter for a sequential fIle, unless the fIle resides on tape (in 
which case you specify 2400). The 2400 identifies all tape devices 
that DTFMT supports. You must specify SYSOO4 in the ASSGN 
statement for a tape input fIle. 

Abbreviation: PDEV 

Default: 2314 

RECORD FORMAT ( format ) 
specifies the format of the records in anonVSAM fIle. This parame­
ter is required. For format, substitute one of the following values: 

Value Meaning 

FIXUNBIF Fixed, unblocked 
FIXBLKIFB Fixed, blocked 
VARUNBIV Variable, unblocked 
VARBLKIVB Variable, blocked 
SPNUNBIS Variable spanned, unblocked 
SPNBLKISB Variable spanned, blocked 
UNDEFIU Undefmed 

VARBLK must be specified if you are reloading a backup copy of a 
VSAM catalog from anonVSAM fIle. 

Abbreviation: RECFM 

RECORDSIZE( size) 
specifies the length of a logical record for FIXBLK or FIXUNB 
nonVSAM fIles. For indexed-sequential FIXUNB fIles, this parame­
ter is the logical record length plus the key length. For UNDEF, 
SPNBLK, or SPNUNB nonVSAM fIles, this parameter is the maxi­
mum record size. This parameter is not necessary for VARUNB. If 
you are reloading a backup copy of a VSAM catalog, record size 
must be 516. 

Abbreviation: RECSZ 

Default: IfRECORDSIZE is not specified, blocking is one record 
per block, therefore, RECORDSIZE is equal to block size for fIles 
that are FIXUNB, FIXBLK, or UNDEF; RECORDSIZE is equal 
to block size minus four for fIles that are VARUNB, VARBLK, 
SPNUNB, or SPNBLK. 

OUTFILE ( dname [/ password] [f>ENVIRONMENT ( subparameters) ] ) 
dname - specifies the filename of the DLBL (an associated EXTENT 
statement is required only if the output fIle is a sequential fIle) or TLBL 
job control statement that identifies the output fIle. ISAM mes cannot be 
specified as output fIles. This is a required parameter. For VSAM fIles, 
the file-fO may be that of a path. A master catalog must be copied to a 
sequential fIle. 

If an unlabeled tape is used (NOLABEL option), a TLBL statement is not 
required. However, since dname is a required positional parameter, a 
dummy (ficticious)filename ofyour choosing must be specified. 

If the fIle is defmed in a user catalog which is not the job catalog, you must 
explicitly name the user catalog by specifying the CAT parameter in the 
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file's DLBL job control statement. (The user catalog's DLBL statement 
does not require an associated EXTENT statement.) 

password - the update or higher-level password of the VSAM file being 
used for output if it is password protected. If a catalog is to be reloaded, 
the catalog's master password is required; for a path, it is the update or 
higher-level password of the path. 

Abbreviation: OFILE 

Note: This parameter explanation applies to the job control simplification introduced in 
Release 2. Ifyou are using Release 1 job control, refer to the appropriate explanation in 
Appendix J. 
ENVIRONMENT ( subparameters ) 

describes the output file if that file is anonVSAM file. This parameter, 
and the BLOCKSIZE and RECORDFORMAT parameters are re­
quired when anonVSAM file is produced as output or a VSAM catalog 
is copied (unloaded) into a sequential (SAM) file. Its subparameters are 
described in the following paragraphs. 

Abbreviation: ENV 

BLOCKSIZE ( size) 
specifies the block size for anonVSAM file. This parameter is re­
quirt-d. For fixed-length records, substitute the logical record length 
times the number of records per block. Block size must be a multiple 
of 516 plus 4 ifa catalog is to be unloaded into a sequential file. 

For variable-length records, the block size must be the length of the 
largest block possible (each block includes a 4-byte block length 
field, and each logical record in the block includes a 4-byte record 
length field). If the input me (INFILE) is a VSAM me or contains 
fIXed or undefmed records, Access Method Services prefIXes each 
logical record with a 4-byte record length field which you must 
account for when you specify BLOCKSIZE. 

Abbreviation: BLKSZ 

NOLABELISTDLABEL 
specifies the type of tape (unlabeled or EBCDIC standard-labeled) to 
be processed ifPRIMEDATADEVICE specifies 2400. 

NOLABEL 
indicates an unlabeled tape is to be processed. You must properly 
position the tape to the me you want to process. For an output 
me, Access Method Services does not write a tapemark as the first 
record. Instead, a data record is written immediately, wherever 
the tape is positioned. Ifan output me is to begin somewhere in 
the middle of the reel, it is your responsibility to position the tape 
immediately past the ending tapemark of the preceeding me. Use 
the MTC job control statement or command (refer to 
VSE/Advanced Functions to properly position the tape or to write 
a tapemark. 

IfVSE/Access Control is installed, REWIND must be specified 
for unlabeled tapes. 

Abbreviation: NLBL 

Restriction: Although REPRO can create multivolume unlabeled 
output mes, other Access Method Services commands (including 
REPRO INFILE) can only process single volume unlabeled meso 
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STDLABEL 
indicates EBCDIC standard-labeled tapes are to be processed. 

Abbreviation: SLBL 

Default: STDLABEL 

Restriction: Access Method Services does not support ASCII files 
or nonstandard labels. 

NOREWINDIREWIND IUNLOAD 
specifies the tape positioning action for an OPEN, CLOSE, and EOV 
(end-of-volume) condition ifPRIMEDATADEVICE specifies 2400. 

Note: Be aware, when using the REWIND or UNLOAD options (especially with 
multi-me volumes), that any OPEN causes the tape to be positioned at load point. 
You must be sure that the me you want to process is really the first one (at load point) 
on the reel. Otherwise, specify the NOREWIND option and use the MTC job control 
statement (see VSE/Advanced Functions), for example, to properly position the tape. 

NOREWIND 
specifies that rewind is never to be performed on OPEN, CLOSE, 
and EOV. 

End-of-flle considerations: For EBCDIC standard-labeled tapes, 
the tape is positioned between the two trailing tapemarks. For 
unlabeled tapes, the tape is positioned following the single trailing 
tapemark. 

Abbreviation: NREW 

Default: NOREWIND 

REWIND 
specifies that tapes are to be rewound to load point but not un­
loaded on an OPEN, CLOSE, or EOV condition. 

Abbreviation: REW 

UNLOAD 
specifies that tapes are to be rewound on an OPEN, and rewound 
and unloaded on an EOV and CLOSE condition. 

Abbreviation: UNLD 

PRIMEDATADEVICE ( devtype ) 
specify this parameter only if the rtle is on tape (in which case you 
specify 2400). The 2400 identifies all tape devices that DTFMT 
supports. You must specify SYSOO5 in the ASSGN statement for a 
tape output file. See "Magnetic Tape Considerations for Access 
Method Services" in VSE/VSAM Programmer's Reference for more 
information on tape. 

Abbreviation: PDEV 

RECORDFORMAT ( format) 
specifies the format of the records in anonVSAM file. This parame­
ter is required. For format, substitute one of the following values: 
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Value Meaning 

FIXUNBiF Fixed, unblocked 
FIXBLKIFB Fixed, blocked 
VARUNBIV Variable, unblocked 
VARBLKIVB Variable, blocked 
SPNUNBIS Variable spanned, unblocked 
SPNBLKISB Variable spanned, blocked 
UNDEFIU Undefmed 

VARBLK must be specified if a catalog is to be unloaded into a 
sequential file. 

Abbreviation: RECFM 

RECORDSIZE (size) 
specifies the length of a logical record for FIXBLK or FIXUNB 
nonVSAM files. For UNDEF, SPNBLK, or SPNUNB nonVSAM 
files, this parameter is the maximum record size. This parameter is 
not necessary for V ARUNB. Record size must be 516 if a catalog is 
to be unloaded into a sequential file. 

Abbreviation: RECSZ 

Default: If RECORDSIZE is not specified, blocking is one record 
per block, therefore, RECORDSIZE is equal to block size for files 
that are FIXUNB, FIXBLK, or UNDEF; RECORDSIZE is equal to 
block size minus four for files that are V ARUNB, V ARBLK, 
SPNUNB, or SPNBLK. 

FROMADDRESS ( address) IFROMKEY ( key) I 
FROMNUMBER ( number) ISKIP ( count) 

specifies the first record to copy from the input file. 

FROMADDRESS ( address) 
specifies the RBA of the first record. It must be the beginning of a 
logical record. Ifyou specify this parameter for a key-sequenced file, 
the records will be copied in physical sequential order instead of in key 
order. The address may be expressed in decimal (n), hexadecimal 
(X'n'), or binary (B'n') form. 

FROMKEY ( key ) 
specifies the key of the first record. It may be a full key or a generic 
key--that is, the high-order portion of a key. Ifyou specify a generic 
key, copying begins at the first record whose key matches the portion of 
the key you specified. (You must not specify a key longer than that 
defmed for the file. Ifyou do, the file is not copied.) If the specified key 
is not found, listing begins with the next higher key. The key must be 
enclosed in single quotation marks if it contains commas, semicolons, 
blanks, parentheses, or slashes. A single quotation mark within a key 
must be coded as two single quotation marks if the key is enclosed in 
single quotation marks; it may contain up to 255 bytes, that is, 510 
hexadecimal or 255 EBCDIC characters. If it is specified in hexadeci­
mal, it must be preceded by X and be enclosed in single quotation 
marks. 

FROMNUMBER(number) 
specifies the relative-record number ofthe first record. 

SKIP ( count ) 
specifies the number of records you want to skip before beginning to 
copy records. For example, if you want copying to begin with the 500th 
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record, you specify SKIP(499). The count can be expressed in decimal 
(n), hexadecimal (X'n'), or binary (B'n') form and be no longer than one 
fulIword (4 bytes or 32 bits). 

Abbreviations: F AD DR, FKEY, FNUM 


Default: Ifnothing is specified, the copying begins with the flrst record. 


Restrictions: Cannot be used when input me is a catalog. 


Cannot be used in Path 
Parameter Can be used with combination with processing 

FROMADDRESS Key-sequenced and TOKEY Not permitted 
entry-sequenced TONUMBER 
files 

FROMKEY Key-sequenced and TOADDRESS Permitted 
indexed-sequential TONUMBER 
files 

FROMNUMBER Relative-record TOADDRESS Not permitted 
files TOKEY 

SKIP Indexed-sequential, Unpredictable 
sequential and VSAM results 
files 

TOADDRESS ( address) ITOKEY ( key) ITONUMBER ( number) I 
COUNT ( count) 

specifles the last record to copy in the me. The last record must follow the 
flrst record. 

TOADDRESS ( address) 
specifles the RBA of the last record. Unlike FROMADDRESS, the 
RBA does not need to be the beginning of a logical record. The entire 
record containing the specified RBA is printed. Ifyou specify this 
parameter for a key-sequenced me, the copying will be in physical 
sequential order instead of in key order. The address can be expressed 
in decimal (n), hexadecimal (X'n'), or binary (B'n') form. 

TOKEY( key) 
specifles the key of the last record. It may be a full key or a generic 
key-that is, the high-order portion of a key. If you specify a generic 
key, copying stops after the last record is copied whose key matches the 
portion of the key you specified. (You must not specify a key longer 
than that deflned for the me. Ifyou do, the copying is not performed.) 
If the specified key is not found, copying ends with the next lower key. 
The key must be enclosed in single quotation marks if it contains com­
mas, semicolons, blanks, parentheses, or slashes. A single quotation 
mark within a key must be coded as two single quotation marks if the 
key is enclosed in single quotation marks; the key may contain up to 
255 bytes, that is, 510 hexadecimal or 255 EBCDIC characters. Ifit is 
specifled in hexadecimal, it must be preceded by X and be enclosed in 
single quotation marks. 

TONUMBER ( number ) 
specifles the relative-record number of the last record. 

COUNT ( count ) 
specifles the number of records to be copied. Processing is terminated 
when the number of records copied exceeds the value supplied by 
COUNT. The count can be expressed in decimal (n), hexadecimal 
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(X'n'), or binary form and be no longer than one fullword (4 bytes or 32 
bits). 

Abbreviations: T ADDR, TNUM 

Default: Ifnothing is specified, the copying ends with the last record. 

Restrictions: Cannot be used when input ftle is a catalog. 

CllIIDOt be used in Path 

Parameter Can be used with combination with processing 


COUNT 	 Indexed sequential, Unpredictable 
sequential and VSAM results 
files 

TOADDRESS 	 Key-sequenced and FROMKEY Not permitted 
entry-sequenced FROMNUMBER 
files 

TOKEY 	 Key-sequenced and FROMADDRESS Permitted 

indexed-sequential FROMNUMBER 

files 


TONUMBER 	 Relative-record FROMADDRESS Not permitted 
files FROMKEY 

REPLACE INOREPLACE 
specifies whether an input record which has a key (key-sequenced ftle) or 
record number (relative-record ftle) identical to the key or record number 
of a record in the output ftle is to replace that record. 

Ifyou specify NOREPLACE, VSAM issues a warning message that 
identifies the key or record number of the duplicate record; processing 
continues with the next record. Do not specify REPLACE if the output 
ftle is: 

• An entry-sequenced or sequential ftle. 

• A path over an alternate index. 

• A base cluster with a unique-key alternate index in the upgrade set. 

Abbreviations: REP, NREP 

Default: NOREPLACE 

REUSE INOREUSE 
specifies whether the output ftle will be opened with the reset option, that 
is, with its "high-used RBA" set to O. IfREUSE is specified and the ftle is 
not empty and is dermed as nonreusable (NOREUSE), REPRO will 
terminate. 

Abbreviations: RUS, NRUS 

Default: NOREUSE 
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RESETCAT 


RESETCAT Parameters 

The RESETCA T command is used with recoverable catalogs to regain access 
to data. This is done without moving and reorganizing data. The catalog 
recovery area (CRA) on each volume owned by the recoverable catalog is 
central to the 'reset' process. When the RESETCA T command is invoked the 
CRA (s) of the volumes indicated in the command parameters are informa­
tionally compared with the catalog entries. If there is a mismatch, the inform­
ation in the catalog is replaced with that from the CRA(s). This can be used 
advantageously when a volume must be restored or the catalog reloaded. See 
"Using RESETCAT: Resetting Catalog Entries" for examples and more 
information. 

The format of the RESETCAT command is: 

RESETCAT 

:[WORi~ciLUMks(·· ~~)s:~: [/p~i~~ord j 
[ f> vo/ser • • • ] ) ] 

[ MASTERPW ( password) ] 
[IGNORE I NOIGNORE] 

Note: Ignore the shaded parameters ifyou are using the job control simplification introduced in 
Release 2. The shaded parameters are included for the convenience of users who are using the 
Release I method ofjob control (see Appendix J for their explanation). 

CATALOG ( catname [I password] ) 
identifies the catalog to be reset; it is a required parameter. The catalog 
specified by catname must have been defmed with the RECOVERABLE 
attribute. Exclusive control of the catalog is required throughout the 
duration of the command; also, no VSAM mes cataloged in the catalog 
being recovered may be open. The master catalog may be reset while it is 
in use as a master catalog, or it may be connected to the system as a user 
catalog. 

password - specifies the master password of the catalog if it is password 
protected. 

Abbreviation: CAT 

CRAVOLUMES « volser{f>ALL I NONE} ) [( volser 
{f>ALLINONE}) ••• ]) ­

specifies a list of volumes to be used to reset the catalog. You must specify 
the vo/ser subparameter for each CRA to be accessed, whether or not any 
catalog records are to be reset in the catalog (see the NONE subparame­
ter for more information). 

See VSEjVSAM Programmer's Reference for further information about 
the contents of CRAs and how catalog entries are placed in CRAs. 
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volser 
specifies the volumes containing CRAs to be accessed. They need not 
be premounted (VSAM will issue mount requests for unmounted 
volumes). 

ALL 
specifies that the catalog records in the CRA on the volume specified by 
volser are to be reset in the catalog. This is the default. 

NONE 
specifies that the catalog records in the CRA of the volume specified by 
volser are not to be reset in the catalog. 

Ifa volume being recovered contains a multivolume ftle, other volumes 
of that multivolume fIle may be needed during the reset operation; they 
must be specified in the CRAVOLUMES volume list and NONE 
specified after the CRAVOLUMES volser parameter for the volume if 
you do not wish the entries in the CRA's of the additional volumes to be 
reset. 

Abbreviation: CRAVOL 

WORKCAT ( catname [/ password] ) 
catname - specifies the name of the catalog where the work fIle is to be 
defmed. This is a required parameter. This catalog must not be the cata­
log being reset. 

password - specifies the update or higher level password if the catalog is 
password protected. 

Abbreviation: WCAT 

WORKVOLUMES ( volser [/ password ] ) [D volser ...] 
volser - specifies the volumes to be used by RESETCAT for the work fIle. 
The work fIle will be defmed by RESETCAT and used as temporary 
storage while processing the command; it will be deleted at the end of the 
command. This fIle must not already be defmed. If WORKVOLUMES is 
not specified, the work catalog is searched for a relative record fIle default 
model. Ifa model is found, the work fIle will be built on the volumes 
specified in the model's volume list, otherwise processing terminates. See 
"Work File Space Requirements" in "Using RESETCAT: Reseting 
Catalog Entries" for work fIle space requirements. 

password - If desired, password may be specified to protect the workfile. 
Since the workfile will contain a copy of the catalog records, it may con­
tain security-sensitive information. The password specified becomes the 
workftle's master password. 

Abbreviation: WVOL 

MAS TERPW ( password ) 
specifies the master catalog's master password. The master catalog's 
master password is required when the master catalog is password protect­
ed; a password prompt will occur if the master password is not specified. 

Abbreviation: MRPW 
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IGNORE INOI GNORE 
specifies whether RESETCAT should continue after certain errors and 
force the reset of the catalog. 

IGNORE 
specifies that resetting continues even iferrors occur. For example, if 
IGNORE is specified and an I/O error occurs while processing a record 
for a CRA, that record would be ignored. In the process, ftles that could 
not be reset from a particular volume would be marked unusable on 
that volume, and the space that was assigned to them would be freed. 
The errors that are ignored are: 

• I/O error in the catalog (any VSAM request macro error code) 

• I/O error in the CRA (any VSAM request macro error code) 

• Error in the volume record in the CRA 


NOI GNORE 

specifies that all errors result in termination. 

Abbreviation: IGN and NIGN 

Default: NOIGNORE 
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VERIFY 


VERIFY Parameters 

The VERIFY command (VFY) is used to compare the end-of-fIle informa­
tion as it is stored in a VSAM catalog with the end-of-fIle indicator(s) in the 
fIle itself. If the information in the catalog does not agree with the end-of-fIle 
indicator(s) in the fIle, the catalog information is corrected. The VERIFY 
command can be used following a system failure that prevented a component 
opened for output processing from being closed or that caused it to be im­
properly closed. 

Clusters, alternate indexes, their components, paths defmed over base clus­
ters, and catalogs can be verified; paths defined over an alternate index 
cannot be verified. To avoid possible errors, do not specify the fIle (key­
sequenced or alternate index) to be verified at the data component or index 
component level; always specify it at the cluster level. 

VERIFY does not correct statistics that may be wrong as a result of a system 
failure. If the VERIFY command is to be used to recover from a failure 
during initial loading of a fIle, the RECOVERY parameter (see DEFINE 
CLUSTER) must have been specified or defaulted to when the fIle was 
defmed. 

If the SPEED parameter was specified when the fIle was defmed, and VERI­
Fy is executed after a failure during initial load, no attempt is made to 
compare and recover the end-of-fIle indicators. No message is issued to 
describe this condition (SPEED mode and no end-of fIle recovery). 

See "Verifying a File's Accessibility" for examples and more information. 

The format of the VERIFY command is: 

VERIFY DATASET ( entryname [/ password] ) 
li.:~:::"IiI:I~::ill_::l\::i, 

Note: Ignore the shaded parameters ifyou are using the job control simplification introduced in 
Release 2. The shaded parameters are included for the convenience of users who are using the 
Release I method ofjob control (see Appendix J for their explanation). 

DATASET ( entryname [/ password] ) 
entryname - specifies the entryname of the object to be verified. 

The object to be verified must be in (or be) the default catalog. (The 
default catalog is (l) the job catalog ifone is being used, or (2) the master 
catalog.) 

password - is the control or master password of a password protected 
cluster, alternate index, or component, or the master password of a pass­
word protected catalog. 

Abbreviation: DS 
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Modal Command Format 


Condition Codes 

The modal commands are: 

• 	 IF-THEN-ELSE command sequence, which is used to control functional 
command execution by testing condition codes. 

• 	 SET command, which is used to set or reset condition codes. 

• 	 PARM command, which is used to specify options for diagnostic aids, 
printed output, and input record margins. 

The condition codes that are tested in the IF-THEN-ELSE command se­
quenceare: 

• 	 0, which indicates that the function was executed as directed and expected. 
Informational messages may have been issued. 

• 	 4, which indicates that a problem was met in executing the function, but it 
was possible to continue and complete the function. The results might not 
be exactly what you wanted, but no permanent harm has been done. For 
example, with LISTCAT, the system might have been unable to locate an 
entry to be isted. A warning message was issued. 

• 	 8, which indicates that a requested function was completed, but major 
specifics were unavoidably bypassed. For example, an entry to be deleted 
or altered could not be found in the catalog, or a duplicate name was 
found while an entry was being defmed. 

• 	 12, which indicates that the requested function could not be performed 
This condition code might be set because Access Method Services was 
unable to open a user me in REPRO or PRINT because you specified 
FROMKEY or TOKEY when the file was neither indexed sequential nor 
key sequenced, or because you named an unavailable catalog in the 
CATALOG parameter of DEFINE, ALTER, etc. 

• 	 16, which indicates that a severe error occurred and the remainder of the 
command stream was flushed. This condition code might be set because a 
system output file could not be opened, an unrecoverable error occurred in 
a system file, or Access Method Services encountered improper command 
sequences. 
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IF-THEN-ELSE 


The IF-THEN-ELSE command sequence is used to control command 
execution. 

The format of the IF-THEN-ELSE command sequence is: 

IF {LASTCC IMAXCC} comparand1) number 
THEN [1) command I 

DO 
commandset 
END] 

[ELSE [1) command I 
DO 
commandset 
END] ] 

where 

IF 
specifies that one or more functional commands are to be executed based 
on a test of a condition code. The condition code is set by a SET command 
or is set by Access Method Services to reflect the completion status of a 
previous functional command. 

LASTCC 
specifies that the condition code that resulted from the immediately 
preceding function command is to be compared as indicated by 
comparand1) number to determine whether the THEN action is to be 
performed. LASTCC is initialized to zero upon entry to Access Method 
Services. See "Condition Codes" for the meaning of condition codes. 

MAXCC 
specifies that the maximum condition code that resulted from previous 
functional commands or SET commands is to be compared as indicated by 
comparand1) number to determine whether the THEN action is to be 
performed. MAXCC is initialized to zero upon entry to Access Method 
Services. See "Condition Codes" for the meaning of condition codes. 

comparand - specifies the comparison to be made between the condition 
code specified by LASTCC or MAXCC and the following number. This can 
be any of six possible comparisons: 

Equal, specified as "=" or "EQ" 
Not equal, specified as "NE" 
Greater than, specified as ">" or "GT" 
Less than, specified as "<" or "LT" 
Greater than or equal, specified as "GE" 
Less than or equal, specified as "LE" 

number - specifies the decimal integer to which LASTCC or MAXCC is to 
be compared. The number can be up to ten digits long. Values greater than 
16 are reduced to 16. See "Condition Codes" for the meaning of condition 
codes. 

THEN 
specifies that a single command or a group of commands (introduced by 
DO) are to be executed if the IF statement is true. THEN can be followed 
by another IF statement. 

DO-END (see "DO-END Command Sequence") 
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Null Clauses 

Nested IF Statements 

ELSE 
specifies that a single command or a group of commands (introduced by 
DO) are to be executed if the IF statement is false. ELSE can be followed 
by another IF statement. See "Nested IF Statements" for a discussion of 
IF following THEN or ELSE. 

Command Example: 

If you want to copy the fIle identified by MYDA T AO I only if the last 
condition code was zero, specify: 

IF LASTCC = 0 ­
THEN REPRO INFILE(MYDATA01) OUTFILE(MYOUT02) 


A null clause is a THEN or ELSE clause that is not followed by a command 
or a continuation character. If no THEN action is required, the null THEN 
must be specified; a null ELSE need be specified only if required to balance 
THENs and ELSEs in nested IF statements. 

Ifyou want to indicate a null ELSE clause, specify: 

ELSE 

A null ELSE clause indicates that no action is to be taken if the IF statement 
is false. 

If you want to indicate a null THEN clause, specify: 

IF ... THEN 

ELSE .. . 


A null THEN clause indicates that no action is to be taken if the IF statement 
is true. 

Command Examples: 

This example illustrates a null ELSE clause. 

IF LASTCC = Li· THEN PRINT ... 

ELSE 


No action is taken ifLASTCC doesn't equal 4. 

The next example illustrates a null THEN clause. 

IF LASTCC = 4 THEN 
ELSE PRINT ... 

No action is taken if LASTCC does equal 4. 

The examples above illustrate THEN and ELSE clauses that have been made 
null simply by the absence of a following command or continuing hyphen. 
Alternatively, a semicolon may be used, sInce a semicolon also terminates a 
command. 

When an IF statement appears in a THEN or ELSE clause, it is called a 
nested IF statement. Nested IF statements are coded exactly like unnested IF 
statements. The maximum number of IF statements in a nest is 10, including 
the unNested IF. 

Within a nest of IF statements, each ELSE is matched with the nearest 
preceding unmatched THEN. Ifan IF statement does not require an ELSE 
clauSe, code a null ELSE clause after it, unless no other ELSE clause follows. 

Chapter 3: Access Method Services Commands: IF-THEN-ELSE 3 -155 



(If an ELSE clause follows, it would be taken for a missing preceding one ­
the second example below has a null ELSE clause to avoid this.) 

Command Examples: 

IF LASTCC > 4 ­
THEN IF MAXCC < 12 ­

THEN REPRO ..• 
ELSE DELETE ... 

ELSE IF LASTCC = 4 ­
THEN 
ELSE PRINT ... 

The example above specifies that if LASTCC is greater than 4, then MAXCC 
is to be tested. IfMAXCC is less than 12, the REPRO command is executed, 
while if MAXCC is 12 or greater, the DELETE command is executed in­
stead. However, if LASTCC is 4 or less, LASTCC is tested for being exactly 
4: no action is to be taken in this case. If, however, LASTCC is less than 4, 
the PRINT command is to be executed. 

The next example is similar to the first, except for the use of a null ELSE 
clause. 

IF LASTCC > 4 ­
THEN IF MAXCC < 12 ­

THEN REPRO ... 
ELSE 

ELSE IF LASTCC = 4 ­
THEN PRINT •.. 

IfLASTCC is greater than 4, but MAXCC is 12 or greater, no functional 
command is executed. The null ELSE clause is employed here to cause the 
next ELSE to correspond to the first THEN. 

DO-END Command Sequence 

DO specifies that the group of commands that follow is to be treated as a 
single unit, that is, to be executed as a result of a single test in an IF com­
mand. The set of commands is terminated by END. The first command 
following a DO must begin on a new line. 

END specifies the end of a set of commands initiated by the nearest preceding 
unended DO. END must be on a line by itself. 

IfTHEN or ELSE is not followed by DO, by a continuation character, or by 
a command in the same record, the THEN or ELSE is null--it results in no 
action. 

Command Examples: 

Ifyou want to list a catalog and print a fIle if the maximum condition code is 
zero, specify: 

IF MAXCC = 0 THEN DO 
LISTCAT CATALOG (AMASTCAT/MST27) ENT (MN01.0005) 
PRINT INFILE (AJK006) 
END 

ELSE .... 
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Ifyou want to list a catalog and print a me if the last condition code is zero, 
but otherwise list its catalog entry before and after a VERIFY command, 
specify: 

IF LASTCC 
LISTCAT 
PRINT 

= 0 THEN 
... 

INFILE 

DO 

(AJK006) 
END 

ELSE DO 
LISTCAT ENTRY (AJK006) ALL 
VERIFY DATASET (FILE001) 
LISTCAT ENTRY (AJK006) ALL 

END 

DO groups and nested IF statements may be combined. In the next example, 
a me is printed if LASTCC is equal to zero and is reproduced if MAXCC is 
equal to zero. Otherwise, the me's catalog entry is listed. 

IF LASTCC = 0 ­
THEN DOl 

PRINT INFILE (AJK006) 
IF MAXCC=O ­

THEN REPRO INFILE (AJK006) OUTFILE (AJK007) 
ENOl 

ELSE LISTCAT ENTRY (FILE006) 

Notice that a null ELSE clause is not required preceding the END command; 
it is assumed because of the presence of END. 
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PARM 

The PARM command specifies processing options for diagnostic aids and 
printed output to be used during execution. These options remain in effect 
until changed by another PARM command. 

The format of the PARM command is: 

PARM [TEST({[TRACE] 
[AREAS ( areaid [f) areaid ••• ] ) ] 
[ FULL ( ( dumpid [f) count 1 [f) count2 ] ] ) 

[ ( dumpid ••• ) ] ) ] I 
[OFF]} 
) ] 

[GRAPHICS (CHAIN ( chain) ITABLE ( mname ) ) ] 
[MARGINS ( leftmarginf) rightmargin ) ] 

where: 

TEST({[TRACE] 
[AREAS ( areaid [f) areaid • • • ] ) ] 
[ FULL ( ( dumpid [f) count1 [f) count2] ] ) 

[ ( dumpid ••• ) ] ) ] I 
[OFF]}) 

specifies the diagnostic aids to be used. Once the TEST option has been 
established, it remains in effect until end of job step or until it is reset by 
another PARM command. The TRACE, AREAS, and FULL parame­
ters may be used concurrently. 

JTRACE 
specifies that trace tables are to be listed whenever the built-in dump 
points of the processor are encountered. 

AREAS ( areaid [f) areaid • • • ] 
identifies modules that are to have selected variables dumped at their 
dump points. Each areaid is a two-character area-identifier defmed 
within the implementation. See VSE/VSAM Access Method Services 
Logic for more information. 

FULL ( ( dumpid [ f) count1 [f) count2 ] ] ) [ ( dumpid ••• ) ] ) 
specifies that a partition dump, as well as the trace tables and selected 
variables, are to be provided at the specified points. 

Dumpid specifies the four-character identifier of the dump point. See 
VSE/VSAM Access Method Services Logic for more information. 

Count1 is a decimal integer that specifies the number of times the 
program is to encounter the dump point before beginning the dump 
listing. 

Count2 is a decimal integer that specifies the number ofencounters at a 
dump point for which dumps are to be listed. 

Default: The default for count1 and count2 is 1. 

Restrictions: Count1 and count2 must range between a minimum of 1 
and a maximum of 32,767. 

OFF 
specifies that use of diagnostic aids is to stop. 
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GRAPHICS (CHAIN ( chain) I TABLE ( mname) ) 
specifies the print chain/train graphic character set or a special graphics 
table to be used in producing the output. 

CHAIN({ANIHNIPNIQNIRNISNITN}) 
specifies the graphic character set of the print chain or train. PN is the 
default. 

TABLE( mname) 
specifies the name of a module (accessible through VSE CDLOAD) in 
the core image library that contains a 256-byte user-provided translate 
table. This table defmes the graphic characters for each of the possible 
256 bit patterns. Any character to be printed is translated to the bit 
pattern found in such a table at the position corresponding to its numer­
ic value (0-255). 

Restriction: Ifyou specify the TABLE parameter, issue the PARM 
command early in the Access Method Services command stream to 
avoid having CDLOAD fail. (Access Method Services loads the user­
provided translate table by issuing a CDLOAD macro. VSE issues 
message IDC4999I UABORT CODE 52, if more than 50 CDLOADS 
are issued.) 

Abbreviation: GRPH 

MARGINS ( leftmargin'b rightmargin ) 
specifies that the margins of input records on which command statements 
and comments are written are to be changed. The standard left and right 
margins are 2 and 72, respectively. If MARGINS is coded, all subsequent 
input records are scanned in accordance with the new margins. MAR­
GINS may be used to cause commands coded like comments (between /* 
and * /) to be active or inactive: respecification of margins could be used to 
cause the /* and * / characters to be omitted from the scan or included. 

leftmargin - specifies the left margin. 

rightmargin - specifies the right margin. 

Abbreviation: MAR 

Restriction: The right margin value must be greater than the left margin 
value. 
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SET 
The SET command is used to change or reset a previously defmed condition 
code. See "Condition Codes" for the meaning of condition codes. 

The format of the SET command is: 

ISET I{MAXCC ILASTCC} =number 

where 

SET 
specifies that a condition code is to be set. A SET command that follows a 
THEN or ELSE clause that is not executed does not change or reset a 
condition code. 

MAXCC 
specifies that the maximum condition code set by a previous functional 
command is to be reset. Setting MAXCC does not affect the value of 
LASTCC even if LASTCC was the maximum condition code set previous­
ly. 

LASTCC 
specifies that the condition code set by the immediately previous function­
al command is to be reset. 

The symbol EQ may be used instead of the = sign. 

number - specifies the value to be assigned to MAXCC or LASTCC. The 
maximum value that can be assigned is 16; a greater value will be reduced to 
16. If the value assigned to LASTCC is greater than the value ofMAXCC, 
MAXCC is set equal to LASTCC. All processing terminates when MAXCC 
or LASTCC is set to 16. J 
Command Examples: 

If you want to set the last condition code established to 12, specify: 

SET LASTCC=12 

Ifyou want to replace the highest condition code established so far in proc­
essing with 8, specify: 

SET MAXCC=8 
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Chapter 4: Introduction to the VSAM Macros 

This chapter identifies and briefly describes the macro instructions that are 
used to open and close a file, manage VSAM control blocks, and issue data 
processing requests. Format descriptions and examples of each macro are in 
the following chapter. 

Assembler Programming Considerations 
VSAM macro instructions are coded in an assembler language processing 
program to gain access to the data. There are macros for: 

• 	 Specifying parameters that relate the program and the data. These 
identify the file and describe the kind of processing to be done. 

• 	 Connecting and disconnecting a processing program and a file. These 
prepare a bridge for VSAM between the program and the data. 

• 	 Manipulating the information relating the program and the data. These 
are used to specify changes in processing. 

• 	 Requesting access to a file. These initiate the transfer of data between 
direct access storage and virtual storage. 

• 	 Sharing resources among files. These are used (a) to build and delete a 
VSAM resource pool for sharing I/O buffers and control blocks, and (b) 
to write out buffers. 

• 	 Displaying catalog information about VSAM files (mainly needed for the 
proper defmition of the resource pool). 

Specifying Parameters that Relate the Program and the Data 
To open a file for processing, you must identify the file and the types of 
processing to be done. The ACB macro specifies the file to be processed and 
the types of access you want to use, the EXLST macro specifies a list of 
user-supplied exit routines, and the RPL macro specifies information for a 
request to access a particular record in the file. These are the declarative 
macros ofVSAM. The GENCB macro can be used in place of the ACB, 
EXLST, or RPL macros to generate processing specifications during the 
execution of a processing program rather than while assembling or compiling 
the program. 

ACB: Specifying the Access-Method Control Block 
The ACB macro specifies an Access-Method Control Block (ACB). Each 
VSAM file has an ACB; it identifies the file and contains information about 
it. The filename of the DLBL job control statement that describes the file is 
included, so that the Open routine can connect the program to the data. 

The other information that you specify enables Open to prepare the kind of 
processing to be done by your program. 

• 	 The address of a list of exit-routine names that you supply (EXLST 
paramenter). You use the EXLST macro, described next, to construct the 
list. 

• 	 The amount of space for I/O buffers (BUFSP parameter) and the number 
ofi/O buffers (BUFND and BUFNI parameters) that VSAM will use to 
process data and index records. The minimum number of buffers allowed 
depends on how much buffer space is allocated, the number of concurrent 
requests to be allowed, and whether processing will be direct or sequential. 
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• 	 The password, if required, for the level of authorization to access the file 
(read, read and update, etc.)(PASSWD parameter). 

• 	 The processing options to be used (MACRF parameter): keyed or ad­
dressed access, or both; sequential, direct, or skip sequential processing, or 
a combination; retrieval, storage, or update (including deletion), or a 
combination; whether to use the shared resource pool and to defer the 
writing of updated records. 

• 	 For processing concurrent requests (STRNO parameter), the number of 
requests that are defmed for processing the file (see the discussion of the 
RPL macro following EXLST). 

• 	 Address and length of an area for error messages from OPEN, CLOSE, or 
TCLOSE (MAREA and MLEN parameters). 

EXLST: Specifying the Exit List 
The EXLST macro specifies the addresses of optional exit routines that you 
can supply for analyzing physical and logical errors, for end-of-file process­
ing, for overlapping I/O operations, and for writing a journal. Any number 
of ACBs in a program can indicate the same exit list, and an exit routine can 
be used for more than one file. 

Analyzing Physical Errors (SYNAD): When VSAM encounters an error in 
an I/O operation that the DOS/VSE error recovery routines cannot correct, 
it exits to the physical-error analysis (SYNAD) routine. VSAM sets a code in 
the RPL to indicate whether the I/O error occurred during reading or writing 
the data or the index. 

Analyzing Logical Errors (LERAD): Errors not directly associated with an 
I/O operation, such as an invalid request, cause VSAM to exit to the logical­
error analysis (LERAD) routine. VSAM sets a code in the RPL that indicates 
the type oflogical error. 

End-of-File Processing (EO DAD): When your program requests a record 
beyond the last record in the file during sequential access, your end-of-file 
(EODAD) routine is given control. The last record is the highest-addressed 
record for addressed or control-interval access or the highest-keyed record for 
keyed access. If an EODAD exit routine is not available, control is given to 
the LERAD exit routine. 

Overlapping I/O Operations (EXCPAD): When VSAM starts an I/O 
operation caused by a request macro, the execute-channel-program 
(EXCPAD) exit routine is given control. The EXCPAD routine must return 
control to VSAM, which continues your mainline routine at the instruction 
following the request macro. The EXCPAD exit is intended for use by 
programmers of utilities and systems. 

Writing a Journal (JRNAD): You can use the JRNAD routine to journalize 
the transactions made against your file and to keep track of RBA changes. 

For recording transactions, VSAM exits to the JRNAD routine each time 
your processing program issues a GET, PUT, or ERASE. For keeping track 
of RBA changes, VSAM takes the JRNAD exit each time data is shifted 
within a control interval or moved to another control interval. To process a 
key-sequenced file with addressed access, you need to know whether any 
RBAs have changed during keyed processing. VSAM takes the JRNAD exit 
before transmitting to direct-access storage the contents of a control interval 
in which there was an RBA change. 
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RPL: Specifying the Request Parameter List 
The RPL macro produces a Request Parameter List (RPL) which contains all 
the information needed by a request macro to access a record in the file. The 
request macros are GET, PUT, POINT, ERASE, and WRTBFR. The RPL 
identifies the file to which the request is directed by naming the ACB ofthe 
file. 

You can use a single RPL to defme parameters that apply to several requests. 
With the MODCB macro (described below) you can modify some of the 
parameters to change the type of processing, such as from direct to sequential 
or from update to non-update. 

For concurrent requests, which require VSAM to keep track of more than 
one position in a file, any number of RPL macros may be used asynchronous­
ly by a processing program or its subtasks to process a file. The requests can 
be sequential or direct or both, and they can be for records in the same part 
or different parts of the file. You need specify only the RPL parameters 
appropriate to a given request, as follows: 

Processing Options for a Request (OPTCD): A request is for keyed, ad­
dressed, or control-interval access. The processing can be sequential, skip 
sequential (keyed access only), or direct. For keyed and addressed access and 
for sequential or direct processing, records may be retrieved in backward 
direction. A request may be for updating or not updating a record. A non­
update direct request to retrieve a record can optionally cause positioning at 
the following record for subsequent sequential access. 

For a keyed request, you specify either a generic key or a full key to which 
the key field of the record is to be matched. A generic key can match several 
records while a full key matches only one record. You can also specify that, if 
the key does not match the key of any record in the file, the record with the 
next greater key will be processed. 

For retrieval, a request is either for a data record to be placed in a work area 
in the processing program (move mode) or for the address of the record 
within VSAM's I/O buffer to be passed to the processing program (locate 
mode). 

Address of the Work Area for, or Pointer to, a Data Record (AREA): For 
retrieval, update, insertion, or addition of a record, you must provide a work 
area in which the record is to be processed (move mode). For retrieval, you 
can have VSAM give you the address of the record within VSAM's I/O 
buffer (locate mode) in this field. 

Size of the Work Area for a Data Record (AREALEN): This parameter 
specifies either the length of the work area in which a record is placed (for 
move mode) or the four-byte address ofthe record in VSAM's I/O buffer (for 
locate mode). Having a work area that is too small is considered a logical 
error. 

Length of the Data Record Being Processed (RECLEN): For storage, your 
processing program indicates the length to VSAM; for retrieval, VSAM 
indicates it to your program. 

Length of the Key (KEYLEN): This parameter is required only for process­
ing by generic key. For ordinary keyed access, the full key length is available 
from the catalog. 
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Address of the Area Containing the Search Argument (ARG): The search 
argument is either a key (including a relative-record number) or an RBA. If 
the OPTCD parameter indicates a generic key, the KEYLEN parameter tells 
how many high-order (leftmost) bytes ofthe search argument will be used. 

Address of the Next RPL in a Chain (NXTRPL): You can process several 
records with a single GET, PUT, or ERASE by chaining RPLs together. For 
example, each RPL in a chain could contain a unique search argument and 
point to a unique work area. A single GET macro would retrieve a record for 
each RPL in the chain. A chain of RPLs is processed as a single request. 
(Chaining RPLs is not the same as issuing concurrent requests that require 
VSAM to keep track ofmultiple positions in a file.) 

Transaction-ID (TRANSID): With this parameter you can create a logical 
relationship between I/O requests issued for different VSAM files. 

GENCB: Generating Control Blocks and Lists 
You can use the GENCB macro to generate an ACB, EXLST, or RPL during 
the execution ofyour processing program, rather than to assemble it with the 
corresponding macro. GENCB is coded in the same way as the other macros, 
but it generates one or more copies of a control block or list and allows you to 
code parameter values in more ways. 

Connecting and Disconnecting a Processing Program and a File 
OPEN connects a processing program to a file, so that VSAM can satisfy the 
program's request for data. CLOSE completes processing and frees resources 
that were obtained by the OPEN routine. TCLOSE causes buffers to be 
written out and the catalog to be updated. 

OPEN: Connecting a Processing Program to a File 
The OPEN macro calls the Open routine, which verifies that the processing 
program has authority to process the file, constructs VSAM control blocks 
and establishes linkages to VSAM routines. By examining the DLBL state­
ment indicated by the DDNAME operand in the ACB macro and the volume 
information in the catalog, Open verifies that the necessary volumes have 
been mounted. When you are opening a key-sequenced file or an alternate 
index, VSAM issues an error code to warn you if the data has been updated 
separately from its index. 

CLOSE: Disconnecting a Processing Program from a File 
The Close routine completes any I/O operations that are outstanding when a 
processing program issues a CLOSE macro for a file. It writes any output 
buffers that have not been stored. 

Close updates the catalog entries for any changes in the attributes of a file; it 
also updates the statistics on file processing (such as number of records 
inserted). The addition of records to a file may cause its end-of-file indicator 
to change, in which case Close updates the end-of-file indicator in the cata­
log. These end-of-file indicators help ensure that the entire file is accessible. 
Ifan error prevents VSAM from updating the indicators, the file is flagged as 
not properly closed. When a processing program subsequently issues an 
OPEN macro, it is given an error code indicating the failure. 

Because it is essential for the integrity of a file that it is closed properly, 
DOS/VSE automatically attempts to close all open VSAM files within the 
partition at both normal and abnormal termination of a job step. If any 
control blocks for a file have been destroyed through an error in your pro-
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gram, this file cannot be closed and a message is issued to the operator. 
EXLST routines are not entered during automatic CLOSE. 

Close restores control blocks to the status that they had before the file was 
opened, and frees the virtual storage space that Open used to construct 
VSAM control blocks. 

TCLOSE: Securing Records Added to a File 
The TCLOSE macro performs the functions of CLOSE, except that it leaves 
the program and the file connected so that you can continue processing 
without reopening the file. You can use the TCLOSE macro to protect data 
while the file is being loaded or extended. 

Manipulating the Information Relating the Program and the Data 
The MODCB, SHOWCB, and TESTCB macros are used for modifying, 
displaying, and testing the contents of an ACB, EXLST, or RPL. 

MOOCB: Modifying the Contents of Control Blocks and Lists 
The MODCB macro is used to specify new values for fields in an ACB, 
EXLST, or RPL. For example, to use a single RPL to retrieve directly the 
first record having a certain generic key and then to retrieve sequentially the 
rest of the records having that generic key, you would use MODCB to alter 
the RPL to change from direct to sequential access. 

SHOWCB: Displaying Fields of Control Blocks and Lists 
SHOWCB allows you to examing the contents of fields in an ACB, EXLST, 
or RPL. VSAM displays the requested fields in an area you provide. You 
can also display fields in addition to those defmed in the macros. For exam­
ple, when a file is open, you can display various counts, such as number of 
control interval splits, number of deleted records, and number of index levels. 
The RBA of the last record accessed and the error codes set in the ACB or 
RPL after macro execution can also be displayed. 

TESTCB: Testing the Contents of Control Blocks and Lists 
The TESTCB macro enables you to test the contents of a field or combina­
tion of fields in an ACB, EXLST, or RPL for a particular value and to alter 
the sequence of your processing steps as a result of the test. Thus, TESTCB is 
similar to a branch instruction. You can test the error codes set in the ACB 
or the RPL, for instance, or the attributes of a file, such as record length. 

Requesting Access to a File 
All of the preceding macros prepare to process a file. The request macros, 
GET, PUT, POINT, ERASE, and WRTBFR, initiate an access to data. 
Another request macro, ENDREQ, is provided to (1) terminate processing of 
a request when completion is not required, or (2) free VSAM from having to 
keep track of a position in the file. Each of these macros is associated with an 
RPL (or chain of RPLs) that fully defmes the request. The only parameter 
that is needed with a request macro is the address of the RPL that defmes the 
request. 

Sharing Resources among Files and Displaying Catalog Information 
Normally, buffers and control blocks are allocated statically to a file at the 
time the file is opened; they are freed when the file is closed. As long as the 
file is open, these buffers and control blocks cannot be used by any other file. 

The Shared Resources facility, however, allows you to share buffers, I/O 
control blocks, and channel programs among several VSAM files within a 
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partition, and to manage I/O buffers. These buffers and control blocks are 
allocated out of a common resource pool at the time you issue an I/O request 
for a ftle. When the request is satisfied, the same buffers and control blocks 
can be assigned to another ftle (for direct requests). 

Sharing these resources optimizes their use and also reduces the amount of 
virtual storage required (the working set) per partition. The facility is espe­
cially useful in an environment in which (a) many VSAM ftles are open and 
it is therefore difficult to predict the amount ofactivity that will occur at a 
given time, or (b) each transaction may refer to several ftles. 

Managing I/O buffers includes: 

• 	 Deferring write operations for direct PUT requests, thus reducing the 
number of I/O operations. 

• 	 Correlating deferred requests by a transaction ID. 

• 	 Writing out buffers whose writing has been deferred. 

Managing I/O buffers should enable you to speed up direct processing of 
VSAM ftles whose activity is unpredictable. 

When you share resources for sequential access, you have to establish posi­
tioning before you can issue your initial retrieval request, because with 
shared resources VSAM does not automatically position itself at the begin­
ning of a ftle opened for sequential access. Also note that you may not use 
shared resources to load records into an empty ftle. 

The macros you use to share resources and write I/O buffers are: 

• 	 BLDVRP (build VSAM resource pool) 

• 	 DLVRP (delete VSAM resource pool) 

• 	 WRTBFR (write buffer) 

In addition, the SHOWCAT macro is provided to display, for non-open ftles, 
the catalog information needed for the proper specification of some of the 
BLDVRP operands. 

The ACB, RPL, SHOWCB, MODCB, and TESTCB macros have been 
extended to provide for sharing resources and managing I/O buffers. 
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Notational Conventions 

Chapter 5: VSAM Macro Instruction Format 

This chapter describes how to code the VSAM macros; it gives the format of 
each macro instruction and examples of its use. 

There are macros for: 

• Specifying information that relates the program and the data 

• Connecting and disconnecting a processing program and a file 

• Defining requests for access to data 

• Manipulating the information relating the program and the data 

• Requesting access to a file 

• Sharing resources among files and displaying catalog information. 

In the VSAM macros, you can code address as a symbolic name that gener­
ates a relocatable A-type address constant. Except for the ACB, EXLST, and 
RPL macros, you can also code an address as a register, using either ordinary 
register notation (with registers 2 through 12) or, if shown in the format 
description as a decimal number in parentheses, special register notation. For 
example: 

{RPL=address I ( 1 )} 

means that you can specify either a symbolic address or any of the registers 2 
to 12 or register 1. Ifyou do use register notation, the use of register I is 
preferable. 

You can code a value (number) as any absolute expression, except for a 
self-defining character term. 

You can code a name according to the rules of the assembler. The control 
block manipulation macros (GENCB, SHOWCB, MODCB, and TESTCB) 
can be coded in even more ways as shown in Appendix F. 

Some operands of the VSAM macros can have more than one parameter. 
These operands are shown with parentheses around the parameters (for 
example, the MACRF operand of the ACB macro). This means that you can 
code the operand, if it has only one parameter, with or without parentheses 
around the parameter: 

MACRF=option 

MACRF=(option) 


However, if the operand is coded with two or more parameters, enclosing 
parentheses are required: 

MACRF=(option,option, ... ) 

Specifying Information that Relates the Program and the Data 
Before you can open a file for processing, you must identify the file and 
provide some basic information about the ways you are going to process it. 
To specify this information, you use the ACB (access method control block) 
macro and the EXLST (exit list) macro. In the ACB macro, you specify the 
file to be processed and the types of access you want to use. In the EXLST 
macro, you specify the addresses of exit routines that you supply. 

As an alternative to using the ACB and EXLST macros, you can use the 
GENCB (generate control block) macro to generate processing specifica-
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tions during the execution of a processing program, rather than during 
assembly or compilation of the program. 

ACB Macro (Specifying an Access Method Control Block) 
Assembly of the ACB macro produces an access method control block 
(ACB). The ACB identifies the VSAM file that you want to process and 
indicates the types of requests that you want to make. The ACB is similar to 
a DTF (defme the file) in that it identifies the file to be processed. However, 
you specify most information (such as key length or record format) about the 
file in the DEFINE command of Access Method Services. That information 
then resides in the VSAM catalog and is brought into virtual storage when 
the ACB is opened. Refer to "Buffer Specifications" in VSEjVSAM 
Programmer's Reference for examples of ACB buffer parameter use. 

Code the values for the ACB-macro operands as absolute numeric expres­
sions, character strings, codes, and expressions that generate valid relocatable 
A-type address constants. Ordinary register notation with registers 2 through 
12 can also be used for address. 

The format of the ACB macro is: 

name ACB 	 [AM=VSAM] 
[,BUFND=number] 
[ , BUFNI=number] 
[,BUFSP=number] 
[,DDNAME=filename] 
[ , EXLST=address] 
[ , MACRF= ( [ADR] [ , CNV] [ , KEY] 

[ ,DFR INDF] 

[ , DIR] [ , SEQ] [ , SKP] 
 J 
[, IN] [,OUT] 
[ ,NRMIAIX] 
[,NRS I RST] 
[ ,NSRI LSR] 
[ , NUB IUBF] ) ] 

[ ,MAREA=address] 

[ ,MLEN=number] 

[,PARMS=(CLOSDSP={KEEPIDELETEIDATE})] 

[,PASSWD=address] 

[,STRNO=number] 


name 
one through eight characters that provide a symbolic address for the ACB 
that is assembled, and also serve (if you omit the DDNAME operand) as 
the filename of the DLBLjob control statement. 

AM=VSAM 
specifies that this is a VSAM control block. You may want to specify this 
operand for documentation purposes if your installation also uses VT AM. 

BUFND=number 
specifies the number of I/O buffers to be used to hold control intervals 
containing data records. Each buffer is the size of one data control inter­
val. T~e allowable minimum specification (and also the default) is the 
number specified for STRNO, plus one. (The default for STRNO is one.) 
If you specify the B UFND operand, but your specification is less than the 
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minimum, VSAM overrides your specification and uses the minimum. 
However, VSAM issues no message to inform you of this. 

VSAM will increase the number of data buffers you specify if the amount 
of virtual storage available for buffers differs from the storage require­
ments indicated by the BUFND and BUFNI operands. See the BUFSP 
operand for an explanation. 

BUFNI=number 
specifies the number of I/O buffers to be used to hold index control 
intervals (index records). Each buffer is the size of one index control 
interval. The minimum number you can specify is the number specified 
for the STRNO operand. (If you omit STRNO, BUFNI must be at least 
one, because the default for STRNO is one.) IfBUFNI is omitted, the 
default is the number specified for STRNO, because the smallest number 
of index buffers allowed is one for each string. Ifyou specify the BUFNI 
operand, but your specification is less than the minimum, VSAM overrides 
your specification and uses the minimum. However, VSAM issues no 
message to inform you of this. 

VSAM will increase the number of index buffers you specify if the amount 
of virtual storage available for buffers differs from the storage require­
ments indicated by the BUFND and BUFNI operands. See the BUFSP 
operand for an explanation. 

BUFSP=number 
specifies the size, in bytes, of an area for data and index I/O buffers. 
VSAM issues a GETVIS macro to obtain the buffer area in your process­
ing partition. It must be at least as large as the buffer space size recorded 
in the catalog entry for the file. Ifyour specification is too small, VSAM 
overrides it and uses the value recorded in the catalog for buffer space size. 
However, VSAM issues no message to inform you of this. 

Ifyou do not specify the BUFSP operand, the buffer space size will be the 
larger of (I) the size recorded in the catalog or (2) the size determined from 
the values specified for BUFND and BUFNI. (The size recorded in the 
catalog was specified by the BUFFERSPACE parameter in the DEFINE 
command of Access Method Services. If that parameter was omitted when 
the file was defined, a default value was set in the catalog by Access 
Method Services. This default value, the minimum amount of buffer space 
allowed by VSAM, is enough space for two data control intervals and one 
index control interval.) 

You can also specify buffer space by means of the BUFSP=number 
operand on the DLBL statement that identifies the file to be processed. 
This value overrides the BUFSP operand in the ACB macro. It also 
overrides the BUFFERSPACE parameter in the DEFINE command if it 
is greater than the BUFFERSPACE parameter value. 

If the values you code for BUFND, BUFNI, and BUFSP are not consis­
tent with each other, VSAM increases the number of buffers to conform to 
the size of the buffer area. 

IfBUFSP is greater than the minimum requirements and greater than the 
BUFND and BUFNI requirements, the extra space will be allocated 
between data and index buffers as follows: 

• 	 If the ACB MACRF operand indicates direct processing only: First, 
BUFND and BUFNI are allocated as specified. Then, all additional 
space is allocated to index buffers. 
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• 	 If the ACB MACRF operand indicates sequential processing: First, 
BUFND and BUFNI are allocated as specified. Then, one additional 
buffer is allocated to the index and the remaining space is allocated to 
data buffers. Any space remaining, but insufficient for a single data 
buffer, is allocated to an index buffer. 

If BUFSP is greater than the minimum requirements, but less than the 
BUFND and BUFNI requirements, the buffer space will be changed to 
conform to the BUFND and BUFNI requirements. 

Ifyou provide your own pool ofI/O buffers for control interval (CNV) 
access (MACRF=UBF), the BUFND, BUFNI, and BUFSP operands 
have no effect. The AREA and AREALEN parameters in the RPL macro 
then defme the area for user buffers. 

DDNAME=filename 
specifies a character string ofup to seven bytes and is the same as the 
ftlename parameter specified in the DLBL statement that identifies the 
VSAM ftle or path to be processed. 

If the 'ftle-ID' in the DLBL statement indicates a path, but you want to 
process only the alternate index of the path, you must specify 
MACRF=AIX (see the discussion of the MACRF operand). If the ftle-ID 
does not indicate a path, the AIX option is ignored. 

Ifyou omit the DDNAME operand, you must specify the DLBL ftlename 
as the name (label) of the ACB macro. 

EXLST=address 
specifies the address of a list of user exit-routine addresses. The list is 
generated by the EXLST macro (or the GENCB macro). Ifyou use the 
EXLST macro, you can specify its name (label) here as the address of the 
exit list. If you use the GENCB macro, you can specify the address of the 
EXLST returned by GENCB in register 1. Omitting this operand indicates 
that you have no user exit routines. 

MACRF= 	 ([ADR] [ ,CNV] [ ,KEY] 
[ ,DFR I NDF] 
[ , DIR] [ , SEQ] [ , SKP] 
[,IN] [,OUT] 
[ ,NRMIAIX] 
[ ,NRS I RST] 
[ , NSR I LSR] 
[ , NUB IUBF] ) 

specifies the kind(s) of processing you will do with the file. The options 
must be meaningful for the ftle. For example, if you specify keyed access 
for an entry-sequenced ftle, you will not be able to open the ftle. You must 
specify all of the types of access you are going to use, whether you use 
them concurrently or by switching from one to the other. 

"File Disposition" in VSE/VSAM Programmer's Reference provides 
information about the interaction between the DLBL DISP parameter and 
the ACB MACRF specification when a ftle is opened. 
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Figure 5-1 gives the options; they are arranged in groups, and each group 
has a default'value (indicated by underlining). You can specify options in 
any order. You may specify both DIR and SEQ; with keyed access, you 
may specify SKP as well. Ifyou specify OUT and want simply to retrieve 
some records as well as update, delete, or insert others, you need not also 
specify IN. You may specify both ADR and KEY to process a key­
sequenced file. 

Beginning with VSE/VSAM Release 2: 
• 	 You are no longer allowed to specify both KEY and ADR (or both 

KEY and CNV) for a SHAREOPTIONS 4 key-sequenced output file. 
Attempts to do this result in an OPEN failure. 

• 	 !fa SHAREOPTIONS 4 key-sequenced file is open under one ACB for 
keyed output access, an attempt to open it under another ACB with 
MACRF=(OUT,KEY) or (MACRF=(OUT,CNV) will fail. 

• 	 Ifa SHAREOPTIONS 4 key-sequenced file is open under one ACB for 
addressed or control output access, an attempt to open it under another 
ACB with MACRF=(OUT,KEY) will fail. 
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ADR 	 Addressed access (for key-sequenced and entry-sequenced files). 
CNV 	 Control-interval access. 
KEY 	 Keyed access (for key-sequenced or relative-record files). 

DFR Write operations are to be deferred when possible.· 
NDF Write operations are not to be deferred 

DIR 	 Direct processing. 
SEQ 	 Sequential processing. 
SKP 	 Skip sequential processing (for key-sequenced or relative-record 

files). 

IN Retrieve records only. 
OUT Retrieve, insert, add-to-end, or update records (keyed access); 

retrieve, update, or add-to-end (addressed access). 

NRM 	 The file (or path) named in the DDNAME operand is to be 
processed. 

AIX 	 The alternate index of the path specified in the DDNAME 
operand is to be processed. Ifno path is specified there, this 
option is ignored. The AlX option causes the path restrictions 
(that is, the restrictions limiting the access through a path) to be 
ignored so that the alternate index can be processed like a key­
sequenced file. The alternate index of the path can be opened for 
input (IN), output (OUT), or it can be reset (RST), provided it 
was defined with the REUSE attribute (in the DEFINE 
ALTERNATEINDEX command). 

NRS 	 The Open routine does not reset the file to 'empty'. Output 
operations will cause updating or extension of the existing record. 
DISP=OLD on the DLBL statement is equivalent to 
MACRF-NRS and will override MACRF=RST. 

RST 	 The Open routine resets the catalog information about the file 
(cluster or alternate index) to its original status, that is, to the 
status it had before it was opened for the first time. The file must 
have been defined with the REUSE attribute for RST to be effec­
tive. Although the file is not erased, you can handle it like a new 
file and use it as a workfile. After the Open routine has per­
formed the reset operation, the RST option is equivalent to the 
OUT option. DISP=NEW on the DLBL statement is equivalent 
to MACRF=RST and will override MACRF=NRS. 

NSR 	 Non-shared resources (normal operation) 
LSR 	 Local shared resources· 

NUB 	 No user buffers; VSAM supplies buffers for I/O operations 
(KEY, ADR, and CNV access). 

UBF 	 User buffers (only CNV access can be specified). VSAM will 
read and write control intervals in a buffer you supply. It is 
pointed to by the AREA parameter of the RPL. 

Mutually exclusive options are: 
AIXandNRM NDFandDFR 

IN andRST LSRand UBF 

NRSandRST LSR and RST 

NUBandUBF NSRandDFR 

NSRandLSR 


·See "Sharing Resources among Files" for more information. 

Figure 5-1. MACRF Options 
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MAREA=address 
specifies the address of an optional OPEN/CLOSE/TCLOSE message 
area. (See "OPEN/CLOSE/TCLOSE Message Area" under "Connecting 
and Disconnecting a Processing Program and a File.") 

MLEN=nurnber 
specifies the length of an optional OPEN/CLOSE/TCLOSE message 
area. The default is 0, the maximum value can be 32,768 bytes. 

PARMS=(CLOSDSP={KEEPIDELETEIDATE}) 
specifies the CLOSE disposition for a reusable file. Options specified in 
the DLBL's DISP=(,option) job control statement, override the options 
specified in this parameter. 

• 	 KEEP indicates that the file and its contents are to be preserved. 
DISP=(,KEEP) on the DLBL statement is equivalent to 
PARM=(CLOSDSP=KEEP) and will override any CLOSDSP speci­
fied in the ACB. 

• 	 DELETE indicates that the file and its contents need not be preserved. 
VSAM is free to release resources associated with the file. 
DISP=(,DELETE) on the DLBL statement is equivalent to 
PARM=(CLOSDSP=DELETE) and will override any CLOSDSP 
specified in the ACB. 

• 	 DATE indicates that disposition depends on the current system date 
and the file's expiration date. If the expiration date is yet future relative 
to the system date, the file is treated as though KEEP were specified. 
Otherwise the file is treated as though DELETE were specified. 
DISP=(,DATE) on the DLBL statement is equivalent to 
PARM=(CLOSDSP=DATE) and will override any CLOSDSP speci­
fied in the ACB. . 

If disposition parameters indicate that file resources can be freed, VSAM 
releases as many resources as allowed by the sharing status and by the 
characteristics defined for the file. For example: 

• 	 If the file is open for another ACB, disposition processing must be 
deferred to avoid destroying an in-use file. 

• 	 If the file was defined with NOREUSE, no resources can be freed. 

• 	 If the file was defined with REUSE (including implicitly defmed files), 
secondary extents are released and the catalog is updated to indicate 
that the file is empty. 

• 	 If the file was defmed with NOALLOCATE, all extents for the file are 
released and the catalog is updated to indicate that the file is empty. 

In each of these cases of freeing resources note that the catalog entry for 
the file is not deleted. 

PASSWD=address 
specifies the address of a field that contains the highest-level password 
required for the type(s) of access indicated by the MACRF operand. The 
first byte of the field pointed to contains the length (in binary) of the 
password (maximum of 8 bytes). A zero in the length byte indicates that 
no password is supplied. If the file is password-protected and you do not 
supply a required password in the ACB, VSAM gives the console operator 
the opportunity to supply it when opening the file. 
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STRNO=number 
indicates how many concurrent active requests VSAM is to handle. The 
default is one. 

During initial load of a file, VSAM ignores your specification and sets the 
value to one because a file can be loaded by one string only. Mter the file 
is loaded and successfully closed, it can be reopened and processed by as 
many strings as specified under STRNO. 

Several requests, with the corresponding RPLs pointing to the same ACB, 
can be active at the same time. Thus, you can access simultaneously (a) 
different parts of a file, and (b) in different modes of operation (sequential 
and direct, or keyed and addressed, for example). You may, for example, 
process one part of a file sequentially (forward or backward) and intermix 
sequential processing with direct requests to any part of the file, without 
affecting the sequential positioning. 

Each request is activated by its own RPL and action (GET, PUT, etc.) 
macro. Positioning information is maintained separately for each RPL, so 
that each request can be processed independently from all other requests. 

A request is defined either by a single RPL or by a chain of RPLs (see 
"Derming Requests for Access to Data." Specify for STRNO the total 
number of RPLs or chains of RPLs that you will use to derme requests. 
For a chain of RPLs VSAM needs to remember only one position. Howev­
er, each position beyond the minimum number that VSAM needs to 
remember requires additional virtual-storage space for: 

• 	 A minimum of one data I/O buffer and, for keyed access, one index 
I/O buffer (the size of an I/O buffer is the control-interval size of a 
file). 

• 	 Internal control blocks and other areas. 

VSAM remembers its position in the file for any sequential or update 
request. For example, sequential access depends on VSAM being able to 
determine the location of the next record from the location of the present 
record. Updating or deleting a record depends on VSAM remembering its 
location after you retrieve it. Also, processing a record in the I/O buffer 
requires VSAM to remember its location in the buffer. 

Note: If the number ofconcurrent requests (RPLs or chain of RPLs) exceeds the number you 
have specified in the ACB STRNO operand, you must disconnect a request from its RPL by 
means of the ENDREQ macro before you can issue another concurrent request. The 
ENDREQ macro is discussed under "Requesting Access to a File." 

EXLST Macro (Specifying an Exit List) 
Assembly of the EXLST (exit list) macro produces an optional list of address­
es ofuser exit routines. An exit routine is entered when VSAM detects the 
condition (such as an I/O error) that the routine is supposed to handle. The 
exit list is associated with an ACB by the EXLST operand of the ACB macro. 
Two or more ACBs can refer to the same exit list. 

The number of exit addresses in a list is variable and depends on the number 
of operands you code. You cannot add addresses to the list after it is generat­
ed, but you can change an address or the indication of whether or not an exit 
is active (with the MODCB macro). 

Values for EXLST macro operands can be specified as codes and expressions 
that generate valid relocatable A-type address constants. 

The format of the EXLST macro is: 
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[name] EXLST [AM=VSAM] 
[,EODAD=(address[,{~IN}][,L])] 
[,EXCPAD=(address[,{~IN}][,L])] 

[,JRNAD=(address[,{~IN}][,L])] 
[,LERAD=(address[,{AIN}] [,L])] 
[,SYNAD=(address[,{~IN}][,L])] 

name 
one through eight characters that provide a symbolic address for the exit 
list that is established. 

AM=VSAM 
specifies that this is a VSAM control block. You may want to specify this 
operand for documentation purposes ifyour installation also uses VT AM. 

EODAD 
specifies that an exit is provided for special processing when the end of a 
file is reached by sequential or skip sequential access. 

EXCPAD 
specifies that an exit is provided to receive control from VSAM when an 
I/O operation is started 

JRNAD 
specifies that an exit is provided for journalizing as you process data 
records. 

LERAD 
specifies that an exit is provided for analyzing logical errors. 

SYNAD 
specifies that an exit is provided for analyzing physical errors. 

address 
is the address of a user-supplied exit routine. The address must always be 
specified first. 

~IN 
specifies that the exit routine is active (A) or not active (N). VSAM does 
not enter a routine whose exit is marked not active. 

L 
specifies that the address is the address of an eight-byte field that contains 
the name of an exit module in the core image library that VSAM is to load 
for exit processing. If L is omitted, the address gives the entry point of the 
exit routine in virtual storage. L can precede or follow the A or N specifi­
cation. 

EODAD Exit Routine to Process End-of-File: An EODAD routine finishes 
the processing of a file when VSAM reaches the end of the file. VSAM exits 
to this routine when: (l) you attempt to sequentially retrieve or point to a 
record beyond the last record in the file, that is, the record with the highest 
key or the highest relative-record number (for keyed access), or with the 
highest RBA (for addressed access); (2) during sequential backward retrieval 
when the records in reverse sequence are exhausted or; (3) when you have 
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specified control-interval access and user buffers and there is no more data 
after a GET request or a PUT for update request. 

Ifyour program retrieves records sequentially with a request defined by a 
chain of RPLs, your EODAD routine must determine whether the end of the 
file was reached for the first RPL in the chain. Ifnot, then one or more 
records have been retrieved but not yet processed by your program. 

If you do not have this exit routine, VSAM exits to the routine for analyzing 
logical errors (see the LERAD operand). Ifyou do not have the LERAD exit 
routine, VSAM returns to your processing program at the instruction follow­
ing the last executed instruction. In that case, register 15 contains X'OS', and 
register 1 contains the address of the RPL. Your program can examine the 
feedback field in the RPL with the SHOWCB or TESTCB macro to see 
whether VSAM has reached the end of the file. 

When VSAM exits to the EODAD routine, the contents of the registers are: 
Register Contents 

o 	 Unpredictable. 
Address of the request parameter list that defines the request 
that occasioned VSAM's reaching the end of the file. The 
register must contain this address if you return to VSAM. 

2-13 Same as when the request macro was issued. Register 13, by 
convention, contains the address of your processing program's 
72-byte save area, which may not be used as a save area by the 
EODAD routine if it returns control to VSAM. 

14 Return address to VSAM. 
15 Entry address to the EODAD routine. 

If the EODAD exit routine returns to VSAM and you issue another GET 
macro, VSAM enters the EODAD exit routine again. This can cause your 
program to loop. If, however, you reach end-of-file during keyed access and 
then change to addressed access, additional records may be retrieved provid­
ed they are physically after the last record in key sequence (because of a 
control-interval or control-area split). 

EXCPAD Exit Routine: An EXCPAD routine receives control from VSAM 
when an I/O operation is started. By supplying an EXCPAD exit routine, 
you can overlap VSAM I/O operations with the execution of your processing 
program. 

The exit routine must return to VSAM, so that VSAM can return to your 
processing program at the instruction following the I/O request macro. 

When VSAM exits to the EXCPAD routine, the contents of the registers are: 
Register 	 Contents 

o 	 Unpredictable. 
Address of a parameter list with the following contents: 

Offset: 
X'OO' Address of the RPL. 
X'04' Address of the IORB. 
X'08' EXCPAD lock word. 
X'OC' 116 bytes available to the user. 

2-13 	 Same as when the request macro was issued. Register 13, by 
convention, contains the address of the user's 72-byte save 
area, which must not be used as a save area by the EXCPAD 
routine (because EXCPAD must return control to VSAM). 

14 	 Return address to VSAM. 
15 	 Address of EXCPAD routine. 

If the exit routine uses register 1, it must restore that register with the 
parameter-list address before returning to VSAM. (The routine must return 
for completion of the request that caused VSAM to exit.) 
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The EXCPAD routine may test the traffic bit of the 10RB to determine 
whether the VSAM I/O operation has been completed. However, the routine 
must not change the contents of the 10RB because the 10RB is being used by 
VSAM. 

The EXCPAD lock word normally contains zero, in which case the routine 
may issue any other VSAM request, except a CLOSE. When a control­
interval or control-area split occurs, the lock word contains the address of the 
RPL for the request that is causing the split. In that case, the EXCPAD 
routine must either complete the request that is causing the split, because a 
second (simultaneous) split in the same file results in a system deadlock, or 
issue a request against another file. However, ifSHAREOPTIONS(4) was 
specified for the file that is causing the split, no further split can be handled 
for any other file with SHAREOPTIONS(4), because the corresponding 
system resource is locked. 

The EXCPAD exit routine may be entered more than once for a VSAM 
request because a request may require more than one I/O operation. 

The EXCPAD routine is not entered in the following cases: 

• When the I/O operation completes before VSAM is ready to wait on it. 

• During processing to complete pending I/O at CLOSE time. 

• During V pgrade processing. 

JRNAD Exit Routine to Journalize Transactions: A JRNAD routine 
records transactions made against a file and keeps track of RBA changes. 
VSAM exits to this routine each time the processing program issues a GET, 
PVT, or ERASE and each time data is shifted right or left in a control inter­
val or is moved to another control interval (because one or more records have 
been inserted, deleted, shortened, or lengthened). VSAM takes the JRNAD 
exit before transmItting to direct-access storage the contents ofa control 
interval in which there was an RBA change. (You need to know whether 
RBAs have changed during keyed processing if later on you want to process 
your key-sequenced file with addressed access.) 

VSAM also takes the JRNAD exit whenever a segment of a spanned record is 
transmitted to or from direct-access storage. This allows you to keep track of 
the control intervals occupied by a spanned record. 

The JRNAD exit must return to VSAM for completion ofthe request that 
caused VSAM to exit. 

When VSAM exits to the JRNAD routine, the contents of the registers are: 
Register 	 Contents 

o 	 Unpredictable. 
Address ofa parameter list with the following format: 

4 bytes 	 Address of the request parameter list that 
defines the request that caused VSAM to exit to 
the routine. 

4 bytes 	 Address ofa 5-byte field that identifies the file 
being processed. This field has the format: 

4-bytes 	 Address of the ACB that is speci­
fied by the RPL that dermes the 
request that occasioned the 
JRNAD exit's being taken. 

I byte 	 Reserved. 

4 bytes 	 For RBA changes, t4e RBA of the first byte of 
data that is being shifted or moved. For a GET 
or PUT request against a spanned record seg-
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Register Contents 
ment, the RBA of the first byte of the segment. 

4 bytes 	 For RBA changes, the number of bytes of data 
that is being shifted or moved (this number does 
not include free space, if any, or control inform­
ation - except for a control-area split, when the 
whole contents of a control interval are moved 
to a new control interval). For a GET or PUT 
request against a spanned record segment, the 
number of bytes in the segment. 

4 bytes For RBA changes only, the RBA of the first 
byte to which data is being shifted or moved. 

I byte Indication of the reason VSAM exited to the 
JRNAD routine: 

X'OO' GET request 
X'04' PUT request 
X'08' ERASE request 
X'OC' RBA request 
X'IO' GET request against a spanned record segment 
X'14' PUT request against a spanned record segment 
X'18' Reserved 
X'IC' Reserved 

I byte Reserved 
2-13 Unpredictable. 
14 Return address to VSAM. 
15 Entry address to the JRNAD routine. 

If, in your exit routine, you intend to issue the GENCB, MODCB, 
SHOWCB, or TESTCB macros, make sure that you save the contents of 
register 14 before you issue the macro and restore these contents in register 14 
before your exit routine returns to VSAM. The same applies accordingly if, 
in your exit routine, you intend to use register 1. Your exit routine must 
return to VSAM for completion of the request that caused VSAM to exit. 

For journalizing transactions (when VSAM exits because of a GET, PUT, or 
ERASE), you can use the SHOWCB macro, for example, to display informa­
tion in the RPL about the record that was retrieved, stored, or deleted - by 
specifying: 

FIELDS=(AREA,KEYLEN,RBA,RECLEN) 

You can also use the TESTCB macro to determine whether a GET or a PUT 
was for update (OPTCD=UPD). 

You cannot use the keywords RBA or RECLEN to display the RBA or 
length, respectively, of a spanned record segment retrieved or stored. Instead, 
this information is given in the parameter list at offsets 8 and 12, respectively. 

For recording RBA changes, you must calculate how many records there are 
in the data being shifted or moved, so you can keep track of the new RBA for 
each one. With fixed-length records, you calculate the number by dividing 
the record length into the number of bytes of data being shifted. With 
variable-length records, you could calculate the number by using a table that 
not only identifies the records (by associating a record's key with its RBA), 
but also gives their lengths. 

Some control-interval splits cause data to be moved to two new control 
intervals, and control-area splits normally cause the contents of many control 
intervals to be moved. In these cases, VSAM exits to the JRNAD routine for 
each separate movement of data to a new control interval. 

If your JRNAD routine only journals transactions, it should ignore calls with 
the reason code X'OC' and return to VSAM; conversely, if it only records 
RBA changes, it should ignore all calls with reason codes other than X'OC'. 
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The only journalling you can do during processing of a path is to record 
transactions made against the base cluster; access to the alternate index 
during retrieval of a base record or during upgrading cannot be journalled. 
Journalling for path processing is triggered by the specification of the 
JRNAD exit in the EXLST of the ACB identifying the base cluster. 

The JRNAD exit must be indicated as active before the file for which the exit 
is to be used is opened, and the exit must not be made inactive during proc­
essing. Ifyou defme more than one ACB for a file and ifyou want to have a 
JRNAD routine, the first ACB you open for the file must specify the exit list 
that identifies the routine. 

LERAD Exit Routine to Analyze Logical Errors: A LERAD routine ana­
lyzes logical errors and all other error conditions except I/O errors encoun­
tered by VSAM during execution of a GET, PUT, POINT, ENDREQ or 
ERASE macro. The routine determines what error has occurred by issuing a 
SHOWCB or TESTCB macro to examine the feedback (FDBK) field in the 
RPL. The contents of FDBK will be OOOOxx, where xx is the error code 
indicating the type of error. 

If the routine cannot correct the error, it should either: 

• 	 Close the file, or 

• 	 Return to VSAM (which will return to your processing program at the 
instruction following the last executed instruction). 

If you do not have the LERAD exit routine and VSAM encounters a logical 
error, VSAM returns to your processing program at the instruction following 
the last executed instruction. Register 15 then contains X'OS', and register 1 
contains the address of the RPL. Your program can examine the feedback 
field in the RPL with the SHOWCB or TESTCB macro to identify the logical 
error. 

When VSAM exits to the LERAD routine, the contents of the registers are: 
Register 	 Contents 

o 	 Unpredictable. 
Address of the RPL that contains the feedback field the 
routine should examine. The register must contain this ad­
dress if you return to YSAM. 

2-13 Same as when the request macro was issued. Register 13, by 
convention, contains the address of your processing program's 
72-byte save area, which may not be used as a save area by the 
LERAD routine if the routine returns control to YSAM. 

14 Return address to YSAM. 
15 Entry address to the LERAD routine. The register does not 

contain the logical-error indicator. 

SYNAD Exit Routine to Analyze Physical Errors: A SYNAD routine can 
analyze physical I/O errors that were detected by VSAM during execution of 
a GET, ENDREQ, PUT, POINT, ERASE, or CLOSE macro and that the 
system error routine was unable to correct. The exit routine determines what 
error has occurred (reading or writing either the data or the index compo­
nent) by issuing a SHOWCB or TESTCB macro to examine the feedback 
(FDBK) field in the RPL. The contents ofFDBK will be OOOOxx, where xx is 
the error code indicating the type of error. 

Ifyour exit routine cannot correct or bypass the error, it is recommended that 
the routine (1) issues the PDUMP macro to obtain a dump of the contents of 
all pertinent control blocks, including the 10RB involved in the failing I/O 
operation; (2) closes the files used by your program; and (3) ends the job. If 
the error occurred while VSAM was closing the file or index, and if another 
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error occurs after the exit routine issues a CLOSE macro, VSAM does not 
exit to the routine a second time. 

If the exit routine returns to VSAM, whether the error was corrected or the 
file closed, VSAM drops the request and returns to your processing program 
at the instruction following the last executed instruction. 

Ifyou do not have this exit routine and VSAM detects a physical error, 
VSAM returns to your processing program at the instruction following the 
last executed instruction. Register 15 then contains X'OC', and register 1 
contains the address of the RPL. Your program can examine the feedback 
field in the RPL with the SHOWCB or TESTCB macro to identify the 
physical error. 

An I/O error that occurs when processing a data control interval during the 
execution of a sequential GET request positions VSAM at the next control 
interval in key sequence for keyed access or in entry sequence for addressed 
access. The next GET after the error will return the first record from the 
control interval following the one with the error. When processing an index 
control interval, VSAM is not positioned at the next index control interval, 
and you should not attempt to process further. 

Errors that occur while VSAM writes a control interval cause the loss of 
positioning. When VSAM exits to the SYNAD routine, the contents of the 
registers are: 
Register 	 Contents 

o 	 Unpredictable. 
Address of the RPL that contains a feedback return code and 
the address ofa message area, if any. Ifyou issued a request 
macro, the RPL is the one pointed to by the request macro; if 
you issued a CLOSE macro, the RPL was built by VSAM to 
process the close request. Register I must contain this address 
if the SYNAD routine returns to VSAM 

2-13 Same as when the request macro or CLOSE macro was 
issued. Register 13, by convention, contains the address of 
your processing program's 72-byte save area, which may not 
be used by the SYNAD routine if it returns control to VSAM. 

14 Return address to VSAM. 
15 Entry address to the SYNAD routine. The register does not 

contain the physical-error indicator. 

Connecting and Disconnecting a Processing Program and a File 
The information you have specified in the ACB and EXLST macros must 
be connected with the file to be processed so that you can gain access to the 
data. To this purpose, you must supply, in the job stream, job control 
statements defming the file and issue, in your program, an OPEN macro for 
the ACB you have set up for the file. 

After your last request for access to the file, you will normally issue a 
CLOSE macro to complete processing of that file and disconnect your 
program from the file. If you have not issued a CLOSE macro before 
end-of-job or if your job terminates abnormally, your file might not be 
closed properly and subsequent processing of that file might cause errors. 

Because it is essential for the integrity of a file that it is closed properly, 
VSE automatically attempts to close all open VSAM files in the partition at 
both normal and abnormal termination of a job step. If any control blocks 
for a file have been destroyed through an error in your program, this file 
cannot be closed and a message is given to the operator. EXLST routines 
are not entered during an automatic CLOSE. 
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The TCLOSE macro performs the functions of CLOSE, except that it leaves 
the program and the file connected so that you can continue processing 
without reopening the file. 

OPEN Macro (Connect Program and Data) 
The OPEN macro calls the open routine, which verifies that the processing 
program has authority to process the file. Open constructs VSAM control 
blocks and establishes linkages to those VSAM routines that are needed to 
process your file(s). 

By examining the DLBL statement indicated by the DDNAME operand in 
the ACB macro and the volume information in the catalog, the open routine 
verifies that the necessary volumes have been mounted. If a key-sequenced 
file is being opened, VSAM issues an error code to warn you if the data has 
been updated separately from its index. 

The format of the OPEN macro is: 

[name] OPEN address[,address ... ] 

name 
one through eight characters that provide a symbolic address for the 
OPEN macro. 

address 
specifies the address of the ACB or DTF for the file(s) to be opened. You 
can specify the address in register notation (using a reg!ster from 2 through 
12, in parentheses) or specify it with an expression that generates a valid 
relocatable A-type address constant. 

You can specify up to 16 addresses of ACBs and DTFs that derme the files 
to be opened. 

A return code is set in register 15 to indicate whether the ACBs were opened 
successfully. ACBs should be coded together to ensure that the return code 
will apply to all of them. If, for example, you coded: 

OPEN ACB 1 , DTF 1 , ACB2 

the return code will apply to ACB2 only. If ACB2 opened successfully and 
ACBl did not, the return code will still be X'OO'. (The VSAM Open routine 
sets register 15 to zero when it receives control after a DTF has been opened.) 
To ensure that the return code is valid and applies to both ACBs, the macro 
should be coded in the following way: 

OPENDTF1 ,ACB1 ,ACB2 

The VSAM OPEN sets one of the following return codes in register 15: 
Return 
Code Meaning 

X'OO' All ACBs were opened successfully. 
X'04' All ACBs opened successfully, but one or more ACBs had a 

warning message. 
X'08' One or more ACBs were not opened successfully. The entries 

with errors are restored to their pre-open status. 

If register 15 contains X'04', an error code is set in one or more ACBs to 
indicate a warning message. All ACBs are open and, unless you prevent it, 
processing will continue on the file that the message applies to. You can use 
the ERROR keyword of the SHOWCB or TESTCB macro to examine the 
code. 
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Ifregister 15 contains X'08', an error code is set in one or more ACBs. Again, 
you can use the ERROR keyword ofthe SHOWCB or TESTCB macro to 
examine the code. Note that register 15 contains the maximum (worst) return 
code encountered while opening a list of ACBs. This means that some of the 
ACBs in the list may have been opened successfully, even though register 15 
contains X'04' or X'08'. 

For an explanation of the VSAM OPEN error codes, see VSE/VSAM 
Messages and Codes. 

CLOSE Macro (Disconnect Program and Data) 
The Close routine completes any I/O operations that are outstanding when a 
processing program issues a CLOSE macro for a file. It writes any output 
buffers that have not been stored. 

Close updates the catalog entries of the file, including pointers to the end of 
the file and statistics on file processing (such as number ofrecords inserted). 
If the file was being loaded and the SPEED option was specified (in the 
DEFINE command), the close routine formats the last control area in the file 
to ensure that the entire file is accessible. 

Close restores the ACB to the status that it had before the file was opened 
and frees the virtual storage that the open routine used to construct VSAM 
control blocks. 

You must specify a CLOSE macro to change from loading a file to retrieving 
records from that file in the same run. 

Verifying End-of-File 
If a job fails when processing a key-sequenced file, for example because of a 
power failure, and no CLOSE or automatic CLOSE has been executed for J
that file, you can issue the Access Method Services VERIFY command to 
have the catalog information for this file corrected. See "Verifying a File's 
Accessibility" for information on the VERIFY command. 

The format of the CLOSE macro is: 

[name] CLOSE address[,address ... ] 

name 
one through eight characters that provide a symbolic address for the 
CLOSE macro. 

address 
specifies up to 16 addresses of ACBs and DTFs that define the file(s) to be 
closed. You can specify address in register notation (using a register from 
2 through 12 - in parentheses) or specify it with an expression that gener­
ates a valid relocatable A-type address constant. 

A return code is set in register 15 to indicate whether the ACBs were closed 
successfully. ACBs should be coded together (following the DTFs) to ensure 
that the return code will apply to all of them. If, for example, you coded: 

CLOSE ACB 1 , DTF 1 , ACB2 

the return code will apply to ACB2 only. If ACB2 closed successfully and 
ACB 1 did not, the return code will still be X'OO'. (The VSAM Close routine 
sets register 15 to zero when it receives control after a DTF has been closed.) 
To ensure that the return code is valid and applies to both ACBs, write the 
macro in the following way: 

CLOSEDTF1,ACB1,ACB2 
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The VSAM close routine sets one ofthe following return codes in register 15: 

Return 
Code Meaning 

X'OO' All ACBs were closed successfully. 

X'04' One or more ACBs were not closed successfully. 

X'08' One or more Close routines could not be loaded because there was 


not enough virtual storage space, or the modules could not be found. 
Processing cannot continue. 

Ifregister 15 contains X'04', an error code is set in one or more ACBs. You 
can use the ERROR keyword of the SHOWCB or TESTCB macro to exam­
ine the error code. For an explanation of the VSAM CLOSE (and TCLOSE) 
error codes, see VSE/VSAM Messages and Codes. 

TCLOSE Macro (Temporary Close) 
A TCLOSE macro completes outstanding I/O operations and updates the 
catalog. Processing can continue without reopening the file. You use the 
TCLOSE macro to protect data while the file is being loaded or extended and 
the SPEED option was specified when the file was defined. When TCLOSE 
is issued, the close routine formats the last control area in the file to ensure 
that all of the data that has been loaded is accessible. 

The TCLOSE macro cannot be used to change the processing mode for a file 
from sequential load to retrieve in the same run. 

The format of the TCLOSE macro is: 

[name] TCLOSE address[,address ... ] 

name 
one through eight characters that provide a symbolic address for the 
TCLOSE macro. 

address 
specifies up to 16 addresses of ACBs. You can specify address in register 
notation (using a register from 2 through 12 - in parentheses) or specify it 
with an expression that generates a valid relocatable A-type address 
constant. You cannot specify the address of DTFs with TCLOSE. 

The return codes and error codes are identical to those of the CLOSE macro. 

The TCLOSE macro has no effect when the LSR (local shared resources) 
option is specified in the ACB macro. 

OPEN/CLOSE/TCLOSE Message Area 
After you have issued an OPEN, CLOSE, or TCLOSE macro, the ACB error 
code is either zero, indicating that the files were opened or closed successful­
ly, or non-zero, indicating that a warning or error condition occurred. You 
can examine this code by specifying the ERROR keyword in the SHOWCB 
or TESTCB macro. However, during an OPEN, CLOSE, or TCLOSE more 
than one warning or error condition may be detected, in which case the error 
code which you get when you specify the ERROR keyword reflects only the 
warning or error condition which occurred last. The error code does not 
indicate any other (earlier) conditions which might have occurred during the 
OPEN, CLOSE, or TCLOSE. 

In order to save such multiple warning or error conditions, you can provide a 
message area in which those conditions are to be stored, together with addi­
tional information. This message area is connected to the ACB when you 
specify the following parameters in the ACB macro: 
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MAREA=address 

MLEN=length 


IfMAREA or MLEN are not specified or a length of zero has been specified 
for MLEN, no message area is provided and the ACB error code is then the 
only indication for errors or warnings which occurred during OPEN, 
CLOSE, or TCLOSE. If you have specified both MAREA and MLEN (with 
a non-zero value) and error or warning conditions are detected, appropriate 
messages are stored into the message area. 

The OPEN/CLOSE/TCLOSE message area is also used by VSAM record 
management if resources such as buffers and control blocks are shared 
among files. Ifa GET request is issued for a file using the common resource 
pool, it can happen that (owing to deferred write operations for PUT re­
quests) the resource pool is filled up with modified buffers forcing VSAM to 
write a buffer for another file before it can satisfy the GET request. Ifan 
error occurs in writing out such a buffer, this is indicated in the message area, 
together with the ACB name of the affected file. 

The message information provided by VSAM consists of the message area 
header and the message list. 

The message area header contains statistical, pointer, and general informa­
tion. Its contents are unrelated to the individual messages. The format of the 
message area header is: 
Byte 	 Meaning 
o 	 Flag byte 

Bit 0= I: At least one warning or error condition has occurred and the 
complete header is stored. 

Bit 0=0: Either no warning or error condition has occurred or the message 
area is too short for the complete header. No further header in­

formation and no messages are stored. 
 J 

Bits 1-7 Reserved (set to binary zero) 
1-2 Length of message area header 
3 Request type code: 

X'OI' 	 OPEN 
X'02' 	 CLOSE 
X'03' 	 TCLOSE 
X'Q4' GET (for shared resources only) 

4-11 Filename used for ACB 
12-13 Total number oferror or warning conditions issued by OPEN, CLOSE, 

TCLOSE, or (for shared resources only) by record management 
14-15 	 Number of messages stored into message area 

16-19 	 Address of message list, that is, of first message in the message area 

Apart from the flag byte, message area header information is stored only 
when a warning or error condition was detected (the ACB or RPL error code 
is non-zero) and the length of the message area (MLEN) is large enough to 
accommodate the full message area header. Thus, before accessing bytes 1-19 
of the message header information, you should test byte 0 to see whether 
further information was stored at all. 

The message list contains the individual messages corresponding to the 
warning or error conditions detected. It is pointed to by bytes 16-19 of the 
message area header. Within the message list, the individual messages are 
stored continuously one after another in the form ofvariable-length records. 
The number of messages stored is contained in the message area header 
(bytes 14-15). Before investigating the message list, you should check wheth­
er the stored-message count is zero or greater than zero. 
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The format of a message is as follows: 
Byte 	 Contents 
0-1 	 Total length of message (including length bytes). 
2 	 ACB error code corresponding to error or warning condition 

represented by this message, or (for shared resources) RPL error 
code indicating write error. 

3 Function-type code (indicates the component which produced the 
error or warning condition and the state of the upgrade set): 
X'OO' Condition occurred during accessing the base cluster. 

Upgrade set is correct. 
X'OI' 	 Condition occurred during accessing the base cluster. 

Upgrade set may be incorrect as a consequence of this 
request. 

X'02' 	 Condition occurred during accessing the AIX over a base 
cluster. Upgrade set is correct. 

X'03' 	 Condition occurred during accessing the AIX over a base 
cluster. Upgrade set may be incorrect as a consequence of 
this request. 

X'04' Condition occurred during upgrade processing. Upgrade 
set is correct. 

X'05' Condition occurred during upgrade processing. Upgrade 
set may be incorrect as a consequence of this request. 

X'06' 	 Condition occurred during writing of a buffer which does 
not belong to the file for which the GET request was is­
sued (for shared resources only). 

4-nn 	 File-ID of the component indicated by the function-type code (up 
to 44 bytes), or (for shared resources) name of the ACB identify­
ing the file for which the buffer write error occurred. 

Exceptional Conditions 
1. 	 Message area (MLEN) is too small to contain the complete message area 

header: 

Byte 0, bit 0=0 (whole message area is overwritten with binary zeros) 

2. 	 Message area is too small to contain a complete message: 
Byte 0, bit 0= I (header exists) 

Bytes 12-13".,0 (warning or error conditions have occurred) 

Bytes 14-15=0 (no message stored) 


3. Message area is too small to contain all messages: 
Byte 0, bit 0= I (header exists) 

Bytes 12-13".,0 (warning or error conditions have occurred) 

Bytes 14-15""0, but less than bytes 12-13 (not all messages are stored) 
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Defining Requests for Access to Data 
After you have connected your program to the file, you must define your 
requests for access to the file before you can actually issue a request. 

RPL Macro (Creating a Request Parameter List) 
You define a request with the RPL macro, which produces a 'request param­
eter list' (RPL). Each request macro (GET, PUT, POINT, ERASE, and 
ENDREQ) has one and only one operand, the address of the request parame­
ter list that defines the request. Thus, the information a request macro needs 
to access a record in a file (such as the ACB of the file to which the request is 
directed, or the search argument for the record) is always in the RPL instead 
of in the request macro itself. 

The RPL does not indicate a specific request, such as GET or PUT, for 
example; you can use a single RPL, without modification, for several re­
quests. However, if you want to use the same RPL for different types of 
processing (for both direct and sequential processing, for example), you must 
modify the RPL (with the MODCB macro) each time you change from one 
type of processing to another. 

As was pointed out in the discussion of the STRNO operand of the ACB 
macro, several requests, with the corresponding RPLs pointing to the same 
ACB, can be active at the same time. You may specify any number of RPLs 
for requests requiring concurrent positioning, provided you do not exceed the 
maximum number of concurrent active requests you have specified in the 
STRNO operand. The requests can be for sequential or direct retrieval or 
both, and they can be for records in the same part of the file or in different 
parts. 

Values for RPL-macro operands can be specified as absolute numeric expres­
sions, character strings, codes, and expressions that generate valid relocatable 
A-type address constants. Ordinary register notation with registers 2 through 
12 can also be used for addresses. 

The format of the RPL macro is: 

name RPL 	 [ACB=address] 
[ ,AM=VSAM] 
[ , AREA=addre s s ] 
[,AREALEN=number] 
[ ,ARG=address] 
[ ,KEYLEN=number] 
[,NXTRPL=address] 
[,OPTCD=([ADRICNVIKEY] 

[ , DIR I SEQ I SKP] 
[ARDILRD] 
[,FWD I BWD] 
[ ,NSP I NUP I UPD 
[ ,KEQ I KGE] 
[ , FKS I GEN] 
[ , LOC I MVE] ) ] 

[ , RECLEN=number] 
[,TRANSID=number] 

name 
one through eight characters that provide a symbolic address for the 
request parameter list that is generated. You can use it in the request 
macros to give the address of the list. You can also use it in the NXTRPL 
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operand of the RPL macro, when you are chaining request parameter lists, 
to indicaie the address of the next list. 

ACB=address 
specifies the address of the access method control block that identifies the 
file to which access will be requested. If you used the ACB macro to 
generate the control block, you can specify the label of that macro for the 
address. If you omit this operand, you must issue a MODCB macro to 
specify the address of the file's ACB before you can issue a request against 
the RPL. 

AM=VSAM 
specifies that this is a VSAM control block. You may want to specify this 
operand for documentation purposes if your installation also uses VT AM. 

AREA=address 
specifies the address of your I/O work area to and from which VSAM 
moves the record (OPTCD=MVE) for GET and PUT requests. You 
process the record in this work area. Ifyou process the records in VSAM's 
I/O buffer (OPTCD=LOC), VSAM puts into this work area the address 
of the record in the I/O buffer (GET only). 

If you omit this operand, you must issue a MODCB macro to specify the 
address of your work area before you can issue a request against the RPL. 

When you specify user buffers (MACRF=UBF in the ACB) for control­
interval (CNV) access, AREA specifies the address of a single I/O buffer. 
VSAM uses the buffer to read and write control intervals. 

AREALEN=number 
specifies the length, in bytes, ofthe work area. For OPTCD=MVE, the 
work area must be large enough to contain the largest record retrieved. 
For OPTCD=LOC, the work area must be at least 4 bytes long to contain 
the address of the record in the I/O buffer. For OPTCD=CNV, the work 
area must be at least the size of a control interval. 

If you omit this operand, you must issue a MODCB macro to specify the 
length of your work area before you can issue a request against the RPL. 

ARG=address 
specifies the address of a field that contains the search argument for: 

• 	 Direct or skip sequential retrieval (GET) 
• 	 Sequential positioning (POINT) 
• 	 Direct or skip sequential storage (PUT) for a relative-record file 

For keyed access (OPTCD=KEY), the search argument may be a 

• 	 Full key (OPTCD=FKS) 
• 	 Generic key (OPTCD=GEN) - in this case you must also indicate its 

size in the KEYLEN operand 
• 	 Relative-record number (which is treated as a key) 

For addressed access (OPTCD=ADR), the search argument is always an 
RBA (relative byte address). To determine the RBA of a record to which 
you have gained access sequentially or directly by key, you can use the 
SHOWCB macro to display the RBA of the last record processed. (See 
"The SHOWCB Macro", later in this section.) 
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For control-interval access with user buffering and user-supplied RBA, the 
record is written only to this RBA if positioning is not established by a 
previous request. 

When records are inserted (sequentially or directly) into a key-sequenced 
file, VSAM obtains the key from the record itself. When records are 
inserted sequentially into a relative-record file, VSAM returns the assigned 
relative-record number in the ARG field (as a four-byte binary number). 

KEYLEN=number 
When a generic key is used as a search argument (OPTCD=GEN), this 
operand specifies the length ofthe generic key in number of bytes. 
KEYLEN can be any value from I to 255. 

If, for example, the full key is 50 bytes long and KEYLEN= lOis specified, 
VSAM uses the leftmost 10 bytes of the 50-byte key field for comparison 
with the search argument. The length of the full key is in the catalog. It 
can be obtained through the KEYLEN parameter of the SHOWCB 
macro. You place the key (full or generic) in a field pointed to by the 
ARG parameter. 

NXTRPL=address 
indicates the address of the next RPL in a chain of RPLs; it is required 
when you chain several RPLs together. 

The standard request for access to a file retrieves, stores, or deletes a single 
record by means of one RPL specified in the request macro. If you want to 
retrieve or store more than one record with a single GET or PUT, you can 
chain several RPLs together so that each RPL indicates a different data 
record. For example, each RPL in the chain could contain a unique search 
argument and point to a unique work area. For a GET against such a 
chain of RPLs, VSAM retrieves a record for each RPL in the chain. 

The positioning information, normally maintained for each RPL, is main­
tained only once for the total chain, so a chain of RPLs is processed as a 
single request. (Chaining RPLs is not the same as processing concurrent 
requests, where each request requires that VSAM keep track of a position 
in the file. See the discussion of the STRNO operand under"The ACB 
Macro." 

Figure 5-2 shows how to build a chain of RPLs by specifying the 
NXTRPL operand. When you issue a request that is defmed by a chain of 
RPLs, specify in the request macro the address of the first RPL in the 
chain. This request macro determines the request type for the whole chain, 
and the same major operation, GET for example, is performed for all 
RPLs in the chain. However, other options such as the request options, 
which you specify in the OPTCD operand of the RPL macro, may vary 
from one RPL to another. Thus, an RPL with the option SEQ may be 
followed by an RPL with the option DIR. 
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Specification in Problem Program Generated RPL Chain 

RPLl RPL 
NXTRPL= RPL2 

RPL2 RPL 
NXTRPL = RPL3 

RPL3 RPL 

Note: In the RPL macro for the last RPL 
in the chain. the NXTRPL operand must be 
omItted. 

RPLl 

Figure 5-2. Example of an RPL Chain Built by Specifying the NXTRPL Operand 

Except for the last RPL in a chain of RPLs, you cannot update or delete 
records, only retrieve records or store new records. Also you cannot 
process records in VSAM's I/O buffer with chained RPLs. So 
OPTCD=UPD and OPTCD=LOC are invalid for chained RPLs (except 
for the last RPL in a chain). 

With chained RPLs, the following types of requests cause VSAM to 
position itself at the record following the one identified by the last RPL in 
the chain: 

• POINT 
• Sequential or skip sequential GET 
• Direct GET with positioning requested (OPTCD=NSP) 

OPTCD=([ADRICNVIKEY] 
[,DIRISEQISKP] 
[ ,ARD ILRD] 
[,FWD I BWD] 
[,NSPINUPIUPD] 
[ ,KEQ IKGE] 
[ ,FKS IGEN] 
[ , LOC IMVE] ) 

specifies the type of access to be gained to the me through the requests 
defmed by this RPL. Options are arranged in groups, and each group has 
a default value. You can specify only one option in each group; therefore, 
ifyour ACB indicates both sequential and direct processing for example, 
you must modify the RPL when you switch from one to the other. In other 
words you can use the same RPL for different types ofrequest (GET, 
PUT, POINT, for example) by modifying the RPL. Because VSAM 
ignores inapplicable option groups, there is no need for you to zero out 
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options that are not required before you go from one type of request to 
another. For more about modifying an RPL, see "MOneB macro." The 
following table gives the options; they are arranged in groups, and each 
group has a default value (indicated by underlining): 

KEY 	 Keyed access (for key-sequenced and relative-record files). For a 
key-sequenced file, you can change from keyed to addressed 
access at any time without positioning. If you change from keyed 
to control-interval access, the results are unpredictable and no 
error code will be issued. 

ADR 	 Addressed access (for key-sequenced and entry-sequenced files, 
not for relative-record files). Ifyou change from addressed to 
keyed access, you must reestablish positionirig or the request will 
terminate with an error. Ifyou change from addressed to control­
interval access, the results are unpredictable and no error code 
will be issued. 

CNV 	 Control-interval access (provided for special applications such as 
utilities). Ifyou change from control-interval to keyed access, 
you must reestablish positioning or the request will terminate 
with an error. If you change from control-interval to addressed 
access, the results are unpredictable and no error code will be 
issued. 

SEQ 	 Sequential processing. 
DIR 	 Direct processing. 
SKP 	 Skip sequential processing (for keyed access only). 

FWD Forward processing of a file. 
BWD Backward processing of a file (see "Specifying Processing Op­

tions for a Request," later in this section). Backward processing is 
only allowed for keyed (KEY) or addressed (ADR) access and for 
sequential (SEQ) or direct (DIR) processing. 

ARD 	 The search argument given in your argument (ARG) field deter­
mines the record to be located, retrieved, or stored. 

LRD 	 The last record of the file is to be located (POINT) or retrieved 
(GET direct). LRD can only be used in conjunction with 
OPTCD=BWD. 

NUP 	 Request is not for update (you will not update or delete a record 
you are retrieving; a record you are storing is new). For a direct 
request, positioning will be released. 

NSP 	 For direct processing only, request is not for update, and VSAM 
will be positioned at the next record for subsequent sequential 
processing. 

UPD 	 Request is for update; you must issue a GET for update before 
you can issue a PUT for update or an ERASE. However, if you 
supply your own buffers for control-interval access, you can issue 
a PUT for update without a preceding GET. 

KEQ 	 The search argument must equal the key of the data record (for 
keyed direct or skip sequential retrieval or keyed sequential 
pointing). 

KGE 	 If the search argument does not equal the key ofa record the 
request applies to the record with the next greater key (for keyed 
direct or skip sequential retrieval or keyed sequential pointing). 
If the search argument is a relative-record number, KEQ and 
KGE apply to a POINT request only. KGE is ignored ifBWD is 
specified. 

FKS 	 The entire key is to be used for a search argument (for keyed 
direct or skip sequential retrieval or keyed sequential pointing). 

GEN 	 A generic key is to be used for a search argument (for keyed 
direct or skip sequential retrieval or keyed sequential pointing). 
You must specify the length of the generic key in the KEYLEN 
operand. GEN is ignored for relative-record files and if BWD is 
specified. 

MVE 	 For retrieval and storage, VSAM moves a data record between 
the I/O buffer and your work area. MVE must also be specified 
when you supply your own buffers for control-interval access. 

LOC 	 For retrieval, you can process the record in VSAM's I/O buffer. 
VSAM will pass you a pointer to the record in the buffer. Ifyou 
want to update the record, you will have to move it to your work 
area before issuing a PUT macro (OPTCD=MVE). 
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The chapter "Specifying Processing Options for a Request" describes in 
more detail the options you can specify in the OPTCD operand ofthe RPL 
macro. 

RECLEN:==number 
specifies the length, in bytes, of a data record stored by a PUT request. 
For fixed length records, the length need only be set once. For GET 
requests, VSAM indicates the length ofthe record in this field. To process 
a file with records of different lengths you can examine the field with the 
SHOWCB or TESTCB macro and modify it with the MODCB macro. 

TRANSID=number 
specifies a number that relates modified buffers in a buffer pool for a 
subsequent write operation (with the WRTBFR macro). It is used in 
shared resource applications and is described under "Sharing Resources 
Among Files." 

Specifying Processing Options for a Request 
This section mainly deals with keyed and addressed access as applied to the 
different types of processing (sequential, skip sequential, direct) and types of 
files. Control-interval access and move/locate mode are described at the end 
of this section. See also "Examples of Using the Request Macros." 

Keyed and Addressed Access 
You can gain access to a record in a key-sequenced file by keyed or addressed 
access, in a relative-record file only by keyed access, and in an entry­
sequenced file only by addressed access. 

An alternate index or a path is treated like a key-sequenced file, except that 
addressed access is not allowed for an alternate-index path; all key references 
in the RPL are to the alternate key (instead of the base cluster's prime key). 

You can process spanned records in a key-sequenced file by keyed (direct or 
sequential) access, and in an entry-sequenced file by addressed (direct or 
sequential) access. In either case, the entire record is returned. You cannot 
process spanned records in a key-sequenced file by addressed access, because 
the control intervals that contain the spanned record may not be physically 
contiguous. 

You may process a file in backward direction by keyed or addressed access. 

Figure 5-3 summarizes the use of keyed and addressed access to retrieve, add 
(insert), update, or erase records in key-sequenced, entry-sequenced, and 
relative-record files. Sequential BWD means that the previous, instead of the 
next record in sequence (FWD) is to be accessed (see the BWD option of the 
OPTCD operand). Direct backward (BWD) is mainly used to prepare for a 
following GET sequential backward. 

Sequential and Direct Processing 
VSAM allows both sequential and direct processing for each of its three types 
of files. 

Sequential processing of a record depends on the position, with respect to the 
key, relative-record number, or address, of the previously processed record; 
direct processing does not. With sequential access, records retrieved by key 
are in key sequence, records retrieved by relative-record number are in 
numerical order, and records retrieved by address are in entry (RBA) se­
quence. To retrieve or store records sequentially after initial positioning, you 
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Type of Type of Processing Retrieve Add Records Update Records Delete Records 
Type of File 

Access Records 

sequential FWD yes yes yes yes 

keyed 
sequential BWD 
skip sequential 

yes 
yes 

no 
yes 

yes 
yes 

yes 
yes 

key sequenced direct(FWD or BWD) yes yes2 yes yes 

sequential FWD yes no yes' yes 
addr sequential BWD yes no yes' yes 

direct(FWD or BWD) yes no yes' yes 

entry se­
quenced 

addr 
sequential FWD 
sequential BWD 
direct(FWD or BWD) 

yes 
yes 
yes 

to end 
no 

to end2 

yes' 
yes' 
yes' 

no 
no 
no 

sequential FWD yes yes yes' yes 

relative record keyed 
sequential BWD 
skip sequential 

yes 
yes 

no 
yes 

yes' 
yes' 

yes 
yes 

direct(FWD or BWD) yes yes' yes' yes 

• The length of the records cannot be changed. 
, 'no' for backward (BWD) processing. 

Figure 5-3. Summary of Processing Options 

Keyed Access 

do not need to specify a key, relative-record number, or RBA. VSAM auto­
matically retrieves or stores the next record in order. Apart from OPEN's 
positioning to the first record of a file, initial positioning can be established 
by (I) pointing to the desired record, or (2) inserting a record into the file 
(keyed access with FWD only), or (3) using direct processing and (a) retriev­
ing a record for update (UPD) or (b) specifying OPTCD=NSP. 

A variation of normal sequential retrieval is sequential backward processing. 
Instead of retrieving the next record in relation to current positioning in the 
file, the previous record is retrieved. Sequential backward processing is 
available for keyed and addressed access. 

With direct processing, the retrieval or storage of a record is not dependent 
on the key, relative-record number, or address of any previously retrieved 
record. You must identify the record to be retrieved by key, or relative­
record number, or RBA. 

Keyed access is for key-sequenced and relative-record files. The relative­
record numbers of the records in a relative-record file are treated as keys. 
Keys or relative-record numbers are specified and returned in the area 
pointed to by the ARG operand of the RPL macro. 

Keyed access provides for retrieval, update (including lengthening or short­
ening a record in a key-sequenced file, as well as altering its contents, except 
for the key), insertion, addition, and deletion. Each ofthese actions can be 
sequential, skip sequential, or direct: 

With sequential processing, records are retrieved or stored in ascending key 
or relative-record sequence, starting from the beginning of the file or another 
position that you select. You do not have to supply a search argument for 
VSAM to process the records. 

When you specify SEQ and BWD in the OPTCD operand of the RPL macro, 
VSAM returns the previous, instead of the next record in the file (in relation 
to current positioning). The previous record is the one which has the next 
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Sequential (SEQ) Retrieval 

lower key (or relative-record number). With the SEQ and BWD options, you 
can retrieve, update, or erase records, but you cannot insert or add records. 

With direct processing, records are retrieved by the search argument (key or 
relative-record number) you supply. Records can be processed in any order, 
without regard to the sequence of records processed before or after. 

With skip sequential processing, records are retrieved by search argument, 
but in ascending key or relative-record sequence (no backward processing). 
Thus, skip sequential combines features of both sequential and direct proc­
essing. 

The subject is discussed below in more detail for keyed retrieval, storage, and 
deletion. 

If you specify KEY and SEQ for a key-sequenced file, the record to be 
retrieved depends on where VSAM is positioned in the file. When your 
program opens the file, VSAM is positioned at the first record in the file to 
begin sequential processing. However, if sequential processing is not to begin 
with the first record of the file, you can issue a POINT macro to position 
VSAM at the record whose key you specify. (If the specified key is generic, 
that is, a leading portion of the key field, then VSAM is positioned to the first 
ofthe records that have the same generic key.) A subsequent GET macro 
retrieves the record VSAM is positioned at and, at the same time, positions 
VSAM at the record with the next higher key. In the POINT macro you can 
also indicate the direction in which the file is to be processed subsequently, 
by specifying either FWD or BWD. 

When you are accessing a base cluster through a path, records from the base 
cluster are returned according to ascending or, if you are retrieving the 
previous record, descending alternate key values. If several records contain 
the same (non-unique) alternate key, these records are retrieved in the order 
in which they were entered into the alternate index (even if BWD was speci­
fied). In addition, although register 15 contains X'OO', a warning code 
(duplicate key) is set in the FDBK field of the RPL if there is at least one 
more data record with the same alternate key value. For example, if there are 
three data records with the alternate key "1234", the error code would be set 
during the retrieval of records one and two, and would be reset during re­
trieval of the third record. 

Besides the error code, a function code is set in the RPL indicating whether 
the condition occurred during accessing the alternate index or the base cluster 
of a path or during upgrade processing (for a description of the function code, 
see "Return Codes for the Request Macros", later in this section). 

If a base cluster is accessed in a partition, once using a path and once not 
using a path, a no record found or duplicate key error can occur. These errors 
can be avoided by using Local Shared Resources. 

The example in Figure 5-4 illustrates backward sequential retrieval through a 
path with non-unique alternate keys, 
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Alternate index Pointer Record 

Control Interval I: Alternate Key 10 	 I T 
2 U 
3 E 

Control Interval 2: Alternate Key 20 	 I S 
2 D 
3 A 
4 Y 

Backward sequential retrieval results in the following se­
quence: S,D,A,Y,T,U,E 

Figure 5-4. Example of Backward Sequential Retrieval through 
a Path with Non-unique Alternate Keys 

Keyed sequential retrieval for a relative-record file causes the records to be 
returned in ascending or, if you are retrieving the previous record, descending 
numerical order, based on the positioning for the file. Positioning is estab­
lished in the same way as for a key-sequenced file, the relative-record number 
always being treated as a fu1l4-byte key. Ifone or more empty slots are 
encountered during sequential retrieval, they are skipped and the next (or 
previous) record is retrieved. The relative-record number of the retrieved 
record is returned in the ARG field of the RPL. 

Sequential Backward (SEQ BWD) Retrieval 
In order to process a file in backward direction or to switch from forward to 
backward processing or vice versa, you must position VSAM and, at the same 
time, indicate the direction of subsequent processing. Open always establish­
es forward processing direction so that a GET sequential backward immedi­
ately after Open results in a positioning error. 

To position VSAM to the end of the file, issue a POINT macro with 
OPTCD=(BWD, LRD) specified in the RPL. A subsequent GET sequential 
backward retrieves the last record of the file. To locate and retrieve any other 
record in the file and establish backward processing direction at the same 
time, issue a POINT with OPTCD=(BWD,ARD) and a subsequent GET 
sequential backward (or a direct GET with OPTCD=(BWD,NSP». 

A read error during a GET with: 

OPTCD=(SEQ,BWD) 

does not cause the positioning to be lost. An immediately following GET 
with OPTCD=(SEQ,BWD) will cause VSAM to skip the next logical record 
in backward direction that can be retrieved without a read error. 

Direct (DIR) Retrieval 
Keyed direct retrieval for a key-sequenced file does not depend on previous 
positioning; VSAM searches the index from the highest level down to the 
sequence set to retrieve a record. You must specify the record to be retrieved 
by supplying, in the ARG field of the RPL, one of the following: 

• the exact key of the record (OPTCD=KEQ) 

• a key less than or equal to the key field of the record (OPTCD=KGE) 

• a leading portion of the key, or generic key (OPTCD=GEN) 

You can specify OPTCD=KGE when you do not know the exact key. Ifa 
record actually has the specified key, VSAM retrieves it; otherwise, it re­
trieves the record with the next higher key. Generic-key specification for 
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direct processing causes VSAM to retrieve the first record with a key whose 
leading portion is identical with the key in the ARG field. Ifyou want to 
retrieve all the records with the generic key, specify NSP for your direct 
request, which causes VSAM to position itself at the next record in key 
sequence. You can then retrieve the remaining records with the sante generic 
key sequentially. 

To retrieve a record in the file and indicate backward processing direction for 
a subsequent GET sequential backward, issue a direct GET with 
OPTCD=(BWD,NSP,ARD), or LRD instead of ARD if you want to retrieve 
the last record in the file. The search argument must always be a full key 
(FKS) and must be the same as that of the data record (KEQ); KGE and 
GEN are ignored. A direct GET or a POINT with OPTCD=(BWD,LRD) 
against an empty file results in a no-record-found condition. 

When you are accessing a base cluster through a path with direct access, a 
record from the base cluster is returned according to the alternate key value 
you have specified in the ARG field of the RPL macro. If the alternate key is 
not unique, the record which was first entered with that alternate key is 
returned and a warning code (duplicate key) is set in the FDBK field of the 
RPL. To retrieve the remaining records with the same alternate key, specify 
the NSP option when retrieving the first record and then change to sequential 
processing. 

When you are processing a relative-record file with direct access, you must 
supply the 4-byte relative record number ofthe desired record in the ARG 
field of the RPL macro. Ifyou request a deleted or non-existent record, the 
request will result in a no-record-found condition. 

Skip Sequential (SKP) Retrieval 
For skip sequential retrieval for a key-sequenced file, when you indicate the 
key of the next record to be retrieved, VSAM skips to its index entry by using 
horizontal pointers in the sequence set to get to the appropriate sequence-set 
index record to scan its entries. SKP is similar to direct processing, except 
that the key of the next record must always be higher in sequence than the 
key of the preceding record. 

A relative-record file has no index. When you indicate the number of the 
next record to be retrieved, VSAM calculates the control interval containing 
the requested record and the position of the requested record within that 
control interval. As for a key-sequenced file, the relative-record numbers you 
specify must be ascending sequence for skip sequential retrieval. 

For a path, skip sequential access is the same as direct access, except that the 
alternate key values have to be in ascending sequence. 

Backward processing is not allowed for skip sequential retrieval. 

I Keyed Insertion 
VSAM stores a record whenever you issue a PUT request against an RPL. A 
PUT request for update following a GET for update stores the record that the 
GET retrieved. To update a record, you must previously have retrieved it for 
update. 

When you store records sequentially beyond the highest key in the file, 
VSAM automatically extends the file as though you were continuing to load 
records. VSAM does not use distributed free space for these records, but 
establishes new control areas at the end of the file. Free space is left in the 
new control areas and control intervals according to the file's FREESPACE 
specification in the catalog. 
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Keyed Deletion 

To store records in key (or relative-record) sequence throughout the file, you 
can use sequential, skip sequential, or direct access. 

When you insert records into a key-sequenced file, you never have to specify 
a search argument; VSAM always obtains the key from the record itself. 
With sequential insertion or skip sequential insertion of consecutive records, 
VSAM creates new control intervals and control areas and free space is left in 
them according to the file's FREES PACE specification in the catalog. With 
direct insertion or skip sequential insertion of non-consecutive records, 
VSAM uses the free space. 

For a relative-record file, sequential insertion causes a record to be inserted 
into the next slot (provided it is empty). The slot number is returned in the 
ARG field of the RPL. If the slot is not empty, a duplicate-record error 
condition will occur. 

Direct or skip sequential insertion of a record into a relative-record file causes 
the record to be placed as specified by the relative-record number in the 
ARG field. You must insert the record into a slot which does not contain a 
record; otherwise, a duplicate-record error condition will occur. 

Ifyou insert a record after the current end-of-file of a relative-record file, the 
file is preformatted from the current end-of-file up to and including the 
control area that is to contain the inserted record. Preformatting mainly 
consists of inserting control information in the control areas and indicating 
that the slots are empty. 

You can update and insert base data records via a path, provided the PUT 
request does not result in non-unique alternate-key values in an alternate 
index (in the upgrade set) which you have defmed with the UNIQUEKEY 
parameter. The alternate indexes in the upgrade set are modified automati­
cally when you insert or update a data record in the base cluster. When you 
update a previously retrieved base record via a path, you must not change the 
alternate key by which that record was retrieved or its prime key. If the 
updating of the alternate index results in an alternate index record with no 
pointers to the base cluster, that alternate index record is erased. 

PUT insert requests with OPTCD=NUP or NSP are not allowed in back­
ward direction. 

An ERASE macro instruction following a GET for update deletes the record 
that the GET retrieved. A record is physically erased in the file when you 
delete it. The space the record occupied is then available as free space. 

You can erase a record from the base cluster of a path only if the base cluster 
is a key-sequenced file. The alternate indexes of the upgrade set are modified 
automatically when you erase a record. If the alternate key value of the 
erased record is unique, the alternate index data record with that alternate 
key is also deleted. 

You can erase a record from a relative-record file after you have retrieved it 
for update. The record will be set to binary zeros and the control information 
for the slot will be updated to indicate an empty slot. You can reuse the 
vacated space by inserting another record of the same length in that location. 

Addressed access is the only form of access for an entry-sequenced file, using 
the RBA determined for a record when it was stored in the file. This form of 
access is also allowed for a key-sequenced file, but not for a path or for a 
relative-record file. For both key-sequenced and entry-sequenced files, 

Addressed Access 
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Addressed Retrieval 

Addressed Deletion 

addressed access allows processing in backward direction (by specifying 
OPTCD=BWD in the RPL macro). Positioning is established as for keyed 
retrieval. You cannot add or insert records in backward direction. 

Addressed access can be either sequential or direct for both key-sequenced 
and entry-sequenced files, but the processing allowed for a key-sequenced me 
is different from that allowed for an entry-sequenced file. 

With a key-sequenced me, addressed access can be used to retrieve records, 
update their contents, and delete records, but the length of a record and the 
contents of its key field cannot be changed. Records cannot be added be­
cause VSAM does not allow changes to the file which could cause the index 
to change. 

With an entry-sequenced me, addressed access can be used to retrieve records 
and to update their contents, but not to change their lengths. New records 
can be added to the end of the file. Records cannot be physically deleted 
because that would change the entry sequence of the records in the me (the 
RBAs of the records). 

Keyed insertion, deletion, or update (length changing) of records can change 
the RBAs of these records. Therefore, to use addressed access to process a 
key-sequenced file, you may have to keep track ofRBA changes. For this 
purpose VSAM passes back the RBA ofeach record retrieved, added, updat­
ed, or deleted. (See also the JRNAD exit discussed earlier in this section.) 

Positioning for addressed sequential retrieval is done by RBA rather than by 
key. When a processing program opens a file for addressed access, VSAM is 
positioned at the first record in the me in entry sequence to begin addressed 
sequential processing. A POINT positions VSAM for sequential access 
beginning at the record whose RBA you have indicated. A sequential GET 
causes VSAM to retrieve the data record at which it is positioned and posi­
tions VSAM at the next or previous record in entry sequence depending on 
whether you have specified forward (FWD) or backward (BWD) processing 
in the RPL. Ifyou use addressed sequential retrieval for a key-sequenced file, 
records will not be in their key sequence if there have been control-interval or 
control-area splits. 

Addressed direct retrieval requires that the RBA ofeach individual record be 
specified, because previous positioning is not applicable. The address speci­
fied for a GET or a POINT must correspond to the beginning of a data 
record; otherwise, the request is invalid. 

With direct processing, you may optionally specify that GET position VSAM 
at the next record in forward (FWD,NSP) or backward (BWD,NSP) se­
quence. Your program can then process the following or preceding records 
sequentially. 

You can use the ERASE macro with a key-sequenced file to delete a record 
that you have previously retrieved for update. 

With an entry-sequenced me, you are responsible for marking a record you 
want to delete. In other words, as far as VSAM is concerned, the record is not 
deleted. You can reuse the space occupied by a record marked for deletion 
by retrieving the record for update and storing in its place a new record of the 
same length. 
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I Addressed Insertion 
VSAM does not insert new records into the middle of an entry-sequenced 
file, but adds them at the end. With addressed access of a key-sequenced file, 
VSAM does not insert or add new records. You cannot add or insert new 
records in backward direction. 

When you store records sequentially beyond the highesi key in the file, 
\ 	 VSAM automatically extends the file as though you were continuing to load 

records. 

A PUT macro instruction stores a record. A PUT for update following a 
GET for update stores the record thaHhe GET retrieved. To update a 
record, you must previously have retrieved it for update. You can update the 
contents of a record with addressed access, but you cannot alter the record's 
length. Neither can you alter the key field of a record in a key-sequenced file. 

To change the length of a record in an entry-sequenced file, you must store it 
either at the end of the file (as a new record) or in the place of a deleted 
record of the same length (as an update). You are responsible for marking 
the old version of the record as deleted. 

Control-Interval Access 
VSAM provides programmers of utilities and systems with control interval 
access. They retrieve and store the contents of a control interval, rather than 
a single record, by specifying control interval access in the macros and (for 
direct processing) giving the RBA of the control interval. They are responsi­
ble for maintaining the control information at the end of the control interval. 
The format of this information may change in future releases of VSAM. 

Control-interval access is allowed for relative-record files, provided the size 
of the file is not changed by insertions or additions. 

Control-interval access is not allowed when you process an alternate-index 
path or access records in backward direction (with the BWD option). 

Processing a Record in a Work Area or in a Buffer 
When your processing program retrieves a record, VSAM reads into virtual 
storage the contents of the entire control interval in which the record is 
stored. VSAM deblocks the records and either places the requested record in 
your program's work area (OPTCD=MVE) or leaves the record in VSAM's 
I/O buffer and gives you, in the AREA field, the address of the record in the 
buffer (OPTCD=LOC). VSAM indicates the length of the record to your 
program (in the RECLEN field) in both move mode and locate mode. You 
need not concern yourself with any physical attributes of stored records. 
Spanned records cannot be accessed in locate mode. 

Examples ofA ClJ, EXLST, and RPL Macros 
Figure 5-5 shows an example of how you can specify VSAM control blocks 
by using the ACB, EXLST, and RPL macros. These control blocks are 
generated during assembly ofyour program. Default values will be provided 
for those parameters. that are omitted. 

Figure 5-6 shows the job control statements needed to open and process a file 
identified in an ACB macro (file ACBADR in the example). 

Note: Continuation characters required in column 72 are not shown in the example. 
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ACBADR ACB 

EXITS EXLST 

RETRVE RPL 

PASS DC 
WORK OS 
SEARCH OS 
IOERR DC 
ENDUP 

LOGERR 

OVERLP 

ACBMacro: 

EXLST=EXITS, 
PASSWD=PASS, 
BUFND=4,BUFNI=3, 
BUFSP=11264, 
MACRF=(KEY,SEQ, 
DIR,OUT) , 
STRNO=2 
EODAD=(ENDUP,N), 
LERAD=LOGERR, 
SYNAD=(IOERR,L), 
EXCPAD=(OVERLP,A) 
ACB=ACBADR, 
AREA=WORK, 
ARG=SEARCH, 
AREALEN=125, 
OPTCD=(DIR,NSP) 

FL1 '6' ,C 'CHANGE , 
CL125 
CL4 
C'PHYSICAL' 
End-of-file routine 

Logical-error routine 

I/O-overlap routine 

Because the DDNAME operand is not specified, VSAM uses the name, 
ACBADR, of the ACB as the name (filename) of the associated file. 

BUFND: Four I/O buffers for data control intervals. 
BUFNI: Three I/O buffers for index control intervals. 
BUFSP: The size of the buffer space is sufficient to accommodate four data control 

intervals of 2048 bytes each and three index control intervals of 1024 bytes each. 
EXLST: Specifies that the label of the exit list associated with this ACB is named EXITS. 
P ASSWD: Specifies the location of the password. The DC at PASS gives the password's 

length in the first byte and the password itself in the subsequent six bytes. 
MACRF: Specifies keyed-sequential and keyed-direct processing for both insertion and 

update. 
STRNO: Specifies that two requests will require concurrent positioning. 

EXLST Macro: 


EODAD: The end-of-file routine is located at ENDUP and is not active. 

LERAD: The logical error routine is located at LOG ERR and is active. 

SYNAD: The physical I/O error routine's name is located at 10ERR. 

EXCPAD: The I/O-overlap routine is located at OVERLP and is active. 


RPLMacro: 

ACB: Associates the RPL with the ACB named ACBADR. 
AREA: Address of work area is WORK. 
AREAL EN: Length of work area is 125 bytes. 
ARG: The search argument is defined at SEARCH. Because the KEYLEN operand is 

omitted, VSAM uses the full key as search argument. 
OPTCD: Specifies direct processing with positioning at the next record for subsequent 

sequential processing. 

Figure 5-5. Example ofVSAM Macros Used to Specify VSAM Control Blocks for a File 
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II JOB 

II DLBL IJSYSCT,'AMASTCAT' "VSAM 

II DLBL ACBADR,'FILE1' "VSAM 

II EXEC progname,SIZE=AUTO 


OPEN ACBADR 

GET RPL=RETRVE 

CLOSE ACBADR 

1* 
1& 

FILE I is the name ofthe file under which it is entered in the VSAM master catalog. 

Figure 5-6. Example of Job Control Statements Needed to Open and Process a VSAM File 
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Manipulating the Information Relating the Program and the Data 


GENCB Macro 

An Access Method Control Block (ACB), Exit List (EXLST), and a Request 
Parameter List (RPL) can be dynamically generated, modified, displayed, or 
tested when your program is executed. You can use the GENCB macro to 
create a control block or list. You can use the MODCB macro to modify 
control blocks or lists dynamically, the SHOWCB macro to display selected 
fields, and the TESTCB macro to test the value of selected fields. The 
advantage of these macros, called the control block manipulation macros, is 
that you need not be concerned with changes in the formats or lengths of 
the ACB, RPL, and EXLST or with the displacements of their fields. 

With GENCB and SHOWCB, you can specify an area for VSAM to build 
the block or list or you can let VSAM supply an area. If you want your 
program to be reenterable, you should either let VSAM supply the area or 
you should use a GETVIS macro to supply the area when your program is 
executed. 

Each control block manipulation macro has a parameter list (not the same 
as an RPL) which is built when the macro is assembled. This parameter list 
is used by VSAM routines during program execution to generate, modify, 
display, or test the ACB, EXLST, or RPL. Parameter lists can be built 
without using the control block manipulation macros, as described in 
Appendix G. To allow you to make your program reenterable or to share 
macro parameter lists, the GENCB, MODCB, SHOWCB, and TESTCB 
macros have four forms: 

• 	 The standard form builds a parameter list inline along with the instruc­
tions produced by the macro. The standard form does not allow reentera­
ble code or shared parameter lists. 

• 	 The list form builds a parameter list alone; it does not include the instruc­
tions produced by the macro. The list form is used together with the 
execute form to allow you to share parameter lists between macros and, if 
the list is built outside your code, to make your program reenterable. If 
the list is built outside your code, you must obtain the area for it during 
program execution by a GETVIS macro. 

• 	 The execute form contains the instructions produced by the macro to take 
action on a parameter list; you can also use it to change the parameter list 
before VSAM acts on it. The execute form is used together with the list 
form to allow you to share parameter lists between macros. 

• 	 The generate form produces both a parameter list and executable instruc­
tions. It builds the parameter list in an area you specify. You must 
obtain the area during program execution by a GETVIS macro. 

The following descriptions of each macro show the standard form. The list, 
execute, and generate forms of the macros are nearly identical to the stan­
dard forms. They are discussed together at the end of this section. 

The GENCB macro generates an ACB, an EXLST, or an RPL when it is 
executed. You can use it in place ofthe ACB, EXLST, and R:{lL macros to 
avoid (1) reassembling your programs should the format or length of the 
control block or list change, and (2) generating more than one copy of a 
control block or list. 

GENCB generates the control block(s) or list(s) either in an area you specify 
or, if you do not specify an area, in an area obtained by VSAM in your 
partition. 
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When you issue a GENCB macro, register 13 must contain the address of a 
72-byte save area that you are providing. When you issue a GENCB macro 
from within one of your exit routines such as LERAD or SYNAD, your 
program must provide a second 72-byte save area for use by VSAM, because 
the original save area is still in use by the external VSAM routine. 

The operands of the GENCB macro are specified as absolute numeric expres­
sions, as character strings, as codes, as expressions that generate valid relocat­
able A-type address constants, in register notation, as S-type address con­
stants, and as indirect S-type address constants. "Appendix F: Operand 
Notation for VSAM Macros" gives all the ways ofcoding each operand for 
the macros that work at execution. 

If you use register notation to specify specific addresses in your GENCB 
macro, be sure that these registers contain the correct addresses before you 
issue the GENCB macro. This is necessary because the assembler-generated 
instructions for this macro store the addresses contained in the specified 
registers in the appropriate control fields. 

The standard form of the GENCB macro is: 

[name] GENCB 	 BLK={ACBI EXLST IRPL} 
[ ,AM=VSAM] 
[ ,COPIES=number] 
[,keyword=value] 
[ , LENGTH=number] 
[ , WAREA=address] 

name 
one through eight characters that provide a symbolic name for the 
GENCB macro. J 

AM=VSAM 
specifies that this is a VSAM control block. You may want to specify this 
operand for documentation purposes if your installation also uses VT AM. 

BLK={ACBIEXLSTIRPL} 
specifies whether you want to generate an ACB, an EXLST, or an RPL. 

COPIES=number 
specifies the number of control blocks or lists you want VSAM to generate. 
The default is I. Ifyou generate two or more, they are generated next to 
each other. They are identical, so you must use MODCB to tailor them for 
a particular file or request. 

VSAM returns, in register 1, the address of the first (or only) control block 
and, in register 0, the total length of the control block(s) built. You can 
find out the length of each control block by dividing the length of the area 
by the number of copies. The address ofeach control block can then be 
calculated by this offset from the address in register I, 

keyword=value 
The operands you code are identical to those of the ACB, EXLST, and 
RPL macros, except that you can code them in more ways, as described in 
Appendix F. If you do not code any operands, VSAM builds: 

• 	 For BLK=ACB, an ACB with default values provided by VSAM when 
you open the file. You must supply the DDNAME=filename operand 
before the file is opened. 
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• 

•• 

• 

• 

PASS 
WORK 
SEARCH 

• 	 For BLK=EXLST, a complete EXLSTwith zeros for addresses and all 
entrie~ flagged inactive. 

• 	 For BLK=RPL, an RPL with default values. 

LENGTH=number 
specifies the length of the area, if any, you provided by the W AREA 
operand. You can determine the length required for a control block or list 
by using the SHOWCB macro. 

WAREA=address 
specifies the address of an area in which you want VSAM to generate the 
control block(s) or list(s). The area must begin on a fullword boundary. If 
W AREA is specified, the LENGTH operand must also be specified. If 
you do not specify W AREA, VSAM obtains an area in your processing 
partition in which to generate the control block(s) or list(s). When control 
is returned to you, register I contains the address of the control block or 
list and register 0 contains the total length of the control block(s) or list(s). 

Examples ofthe GENCB Macro: Figure 5-7 shows examples of how to 
specify VSAM control blocks by using the GENCB macro. With GENCB, 
the control blocks are created dynamically during execution of the program. 
The same parameters are specified in this example as are specified in the 
previous example of ACB, EXLST, and RPL macros (see Figure 5-5). 
VSAM obtains space for each control block in your partition. The address of 
each control block is set in register I after the GENCB is executed. 

GENERATE VSAM CONTROL BLOCKS 
GENCB 	 BLK=EXLST,EODAD=(ENDUP,N), 

LERAD=LOGERR, 
SYNAD=(IOERR,L) 

LTR 	 15,15 GENCB successful? 
BNZ 	 GENERR No, go to error routine 
LR 	 3, 1 Yes, save EXLST address 
GENCB 	 BLK=ACB,EXLST=(3) ,PASSWD=PASS, 

BUFND=4,BUFNI=3,BUFSP=11064, 
MACRF=(KEY,SEQ,DIR,OUT) , 
DDNAME=VFILENM 

LTR 	 15,15 GENCB successful? 
BNZ 	 GENERR No, go to error routine 
LR 	 2,1 Yes, save ACB address 

GENCB BLK=RPL,AREA=WORK, 
AREALEN=125,OPTCD=(DIR,NSP) , 
ARG=SEARCH,ACB=(2) 

LTR 15,15 GENCB successful? 
BNZ GENERR No, go to error routine 
LR 4,1 Yes, save RPL address 

PROCESSING ROUTINES 

GET 	 RPL=(4) 

CONSTANTS AND WORK AREAS 

DC 	 FL1 '6' ,C'CHANGE' 
DS 	 CL125 
DS 	 CL4 

Figure 5-7. Examples of Specifying VSAM Control Blocks by Using GENCB Macro. (The continuation characters 
required in column 72 are not shown.) 
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MODCD Macro 
The MODCB macro modifies the addresses, values, options, and names that 
you can establish with the ACB, EXLST, RPL, and GENCB macros in an 
ACB, EXLST, or RPL. 

If you want to modify only the length of a data record (the value of the 
RECLEN field of the corresponding RPL), you can do so without any call to 
a VSAM routine by issuing the MODCB macro in the following short form: 

MODCD RPL=(l),RECLEN=(O) 

The address of the RPL must be contained in register 1. The record length, 
stored in register 0, will be placed into the RPL. No parameter list is created. 

The operands of the MODCB macro are specified as absolute numeric 
expressions, as character strings, as codes, as expressions that generate relo­
catable A-type address constants, in register notation, as S-type address 
constants, and as indirect S-type address constants. "Appendix F: Operand 
Notation for VSAM Macros" gives all the ways of coding each operand for 
the macros that work at execution. 

When you issue a MODCB macro (not the short form described above), 
register 13 must contain the address of a 72-byte save area, that you are 
providing. When you issue a MODCB macro from within one of your exit 
routines such as LERAD or SYNAD, your program must provide a second 
72-byte save area for use by VSAM because the original save area is still in 
use by the external VSAM routine. 

The standard form of the MODCB macro is: 

[name] MODCB 	 {ACBIEXLSTIRPL}=address 

,keyword=value 

[ ,AM=VSAM] 


name 
one through eight characters that provide a symbolic name for the 
MODCB macro. 

AM=VSAM 
specifies that this is a VSAM control block. You may want to specify this 
operand for documentation purposes if your installation also uses VT AM. 

{ACBIEXLSTIRPL}=address 
specifies whether you want to modify an ACB, an EXLST, or an RPL and 
specifies its address. You cannot modify an open ACB. Neither can you 
use MODCB to activate or deactivate a JRNAD exit if the ACB to which 
the EXLST is connected is already open (see the discussion of JRNAD in 
the EXLST macro). You can modify a field in an EXLST at any time, but 
you cannot add entries to or delete entries from it. You cannot modify an 
active RPL: that is, one that defines a request that has been issued but not 
completed. 

With the execute form of MODCB, you can change the address of the 
block or list to be modified, but not the type. 

keyword=value 
The operands you code are identical to those for the ACB, EXLST, and 
RPL macros, except that: 

• You can code them in more ways, as shown in Appendix F. 
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SHOWCB Macro 

• 	 There are no defaults for the options of the ACB MACRF operand or 
the RPL OPTCD operand. With OPTCD, when you set on a new 
option with the MODCB macro, the old option is automatically turned 
off, because you can specify only one option in each of its groups (see 
"The RPL Macro." 

• 	 You can make an address in an EXLST active or not active without 
specifying the address by coding: keyword=(, {AIN} ). 

• 	 When you specify an address for an entry in an EXLST that previously 
contained zeros (possible if you generated a default list with the 
GENCB macro), you must code keyword=(addr,A) to make the ad­
dress active, because A is not a default for the MODCB macro. 

The MODCB macro cannot be used to reset a MACRF option which was 
set in an ACB unless this option is mutually exclusive with the new intend­
ed option. For example, if the options 

KEY,SEQ,OUT 

were set and you wish to have the options 

ADR,SEQ,OUT 

instead, then specifying MACRF=ADR in a MODCB macro results in 
options 

KEY,ADR,SEQ,OUT 

being set in the pertinent ACB. 

Examples of the MODCB Macro: Figure 5-8 shows two examples of modif­
ying VSAM control blocks by using the MODCB macro. 

The MODCB (short form) is used to place the length of a record in the RPL when variable­
length records are being added to a file: 

MODCB RPL=(l),RECLEN=(O) Current length in reg. 0 
LTR 15,15 MODCB successful? 
BNZ MODERR No, go to error routine 
PUT RPL=( 1) Yes, write record 

The MODCD is used to activate the EODAD exit specified in the GENCD example of Figure 
5-7: 

MODCB EXLST=(3),EODAD=(,A) 
LTR 15,15 	 MODCB successful? 
BNZ MODERR 	 No, go to error routine 

Figure 5-8. Examples of Modifying VSAM Control Blocks 

The SHOWCB macro displays fields in an ACB, EXLST or RPL. VSAM 
places these fields in an area that you provide. They are independent of the 
format of the control block or list you are displaying: the fields are displayed 
in the order that you specify the keywords for them. 

The operands of the SHOWCB macro are specified as absolute numeric 
expressions, as character strings, as codes, as expressions that generate valid 
relocatable A-type address constants, in register notation, as S-type address 
constants, and as indirect S-type address constants. "Appendix F: Operand 
Notation for VSAM Macros" gives all the ways ofcoding each operand for 
the macros that work at execution. 
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The standard form of the SHOWCB macro is: 

[name] SHOWCB 	 [{ACBIEXLSTIRPL}=address,] 
[ ,AM=VSAM] 
AREA=address, 
FIELDS=(keyword[,keyword ... ]), 
LENGTH=number 
[,OBJECT={DATA,INDEX}] Ifyouwantto 

display only the length of a data record (the RECLEN field of the corre­
sponding RPL), you can do so without any calho a VSAM routine by issuing 
the SHOWCB macro in the following short form: 

SHOWCD RPL=(l),RECLEN=(O) 

The address of the RPL must be contained in register I. The record length 
will be put into register O. No parameter list is created. 

When you issue a SHOWCB macro (not the short form described above), 
register 13 must contain the address of a 72-byte save area that you are 
providing. When you issue a SHOWCB macro from within one of your exit 
routines such as LERAD or SYNAD, your program must provide a second 
72-byte save area for use by VSAM because the original save area is still in 
use by the external VSAM routine. 

{ACBIEXLSTIRPL}=address 
This operand specifies whether you want to display an ACB, an EXLST, 
or an RPL and specifies its address. 

In the standard and list forms of SHOWCB, you can omit this operand if 
you are displaying only the standard length of a control block or list (see 
"Length of a Control Block or List" following the discussion of the J
FIELDS=operand below). With the execute form of SHOWCB, you can 
change the address of the block or list to be displayed, but not the type. 

AM=VSAM 
specifies that this is a VSAM control block. You may want to specify this 
operand for documentation purposes if your installation also uses VT AM. 

AREA=address 
specifies the address of the area in virtual storage that you are providing 
for VSAM to display the items you specify in the FIELDS operand. The 
items are in the area in the order you specify the keywords. The area must 
begin on a fullword boundary. 

FIELDS=(keyword[,keyword ... ]) 
There are three groups of keywords you can code for the FIELDS operand 
ofthe SHOWCB macro: 

• 	 The keywords that you can code with the ACB, EXLST, RPL, and 
GENCB macros 

• 	 The length of an ACB, RPL, or EXLST 

• 	 The attributes of an open file or index indicated by the ACB. 

Keywords of the ACD, EXLST, and RPL Macros: The keywords in this 
group require one fullword each for display, except DDNAME which re­
quires two fullwords. The keywords are identical to those of the ACB, 
EXLST, and RPL macros, except that: 
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• t You can code the operands in more ways, as shown in Appendix F. 

• 	 You do not code the address, value, option, or name to which the keyword 
is equal. 

• 	 In relation to the ACB macro, you cannot display the MACRF options, 
but you can display, with the keyword ERROR, the error code (in the 
rightmost byte of the display word) from the Open or Close routine (see 
the OPEN and CLOSE macros); you can test the MACRF options with 
the TESTCB macro. 

• 	 In relation to the EXLST macro, you cannot display the codes that indi­
cate whether an exit address is active or not active or is the address of the 
name of a routine to be loaded; you can test them with the TESTCB 
macro. 

• 	 In relation to the RPL macro, you cannot display the OPTCD options, but 
you can code the keyword FDBK to display error codes (in the rightmost 
byte of the display word) from the request macros and the keyword RBA 
to display the relative byte address of the last record processed; you can 
test the OPTCD options with the TESTCB macro. 

You can code the keyword AIXPC to display the number of key Or RBA 
pointers in the most recently processed alternate index record. 

You can code the keyword FTNCD to display, after a logical or physical 
error, the function code which indicates whether the respective condition 
occurred during processing of the base cluster or the alternate index of a 
path or during upgrade processing. (For details, see "Return Codes for the 
Request Macros" under "Requesting Access to a File.") 

Length of a Control Block or List: You can code the keyword ACBLEN, 
EXLLEN, or RPLLEN to display either the standard length of an ACB, 
EXLST, or RPL, or the actual length of a particular block or list. You 
display a standard length by omitting the {ACBIEXLSTIRPL} operand and 
coding only one (or more) of these length keywords and no other keywords. 
You display the actual length of a block or list by specifying the 
{ACBIEXLSTIRPL} operand and the corresponding length keyword. 

Attributes of an Open File: After a ftle is opened, the ACB contains informa­
tion that it does not contain before it is opened or after it is closed. Whether 
you are displaying the attributes of the data or the index of a key-sequenced 
ftle is determined by the OBJECT operand. Each item displayed requires 
one fullword in your work area, except STMST which requires two fullwords. 
You can display the following items: 
Operand Meaning 
AVSPAC Number of bytes of available space in the data or index 

component. 
BUFNO Number of buffers being used for the data or index compo­

nent. 
CINV Size ofa control interval in the data or index component. 
FS Percent of free control intervals in each data control area of a 

key-sequenced file. 
KEYLEN Full length of the prime key or alternate key field in each 

logical record (depending on whether or not you access the 
base cluster via a path). 

LRECL Maximum length of a logical record, or for an index, the 
index control interval size minus seven bytes. 

NCIS Number of control-interval splits in the file. 
NDELR Number of data records deleted from the file. 
NEXCP Number of times EXCP was issued by VSAM I/O routines. 
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Operand Meaning 
NEXT N umber of logical extents, data spaces, or portions ofdata 

spaces, now allocated to the data or index component. 
NINSR 	 Number ofdata records inserted into the file. For a relative­

record file, number of valid records (non-empty slots in the 
file). For a key-sequenced file, number of records inserted 
between the records, not records initially loaded or added to 
the end of the file. 

NIXL Number oflevels in the index ofa key-sequenced file. 
NLOGR Number ofdata records in the file. For a relative-record file, 

total number of slots (empty or non-empty) in the used con­
trol intervals. 

NRETR Number ofdata records retrieved from the file. 
NSSS Number ofdata control-area splits in a key-sequenced file. 
NUPDR N umber ofdata records updated in the file. 
RKP Displacement of the prime key or alternate key field from the 

beginning of a data record (depending on whether or not you 
access the base cluster via a path); the same value is displayed 
whether the object is index or data. 

STMST 	 System timestamp; the time and day (in microseconds) when 
the data or index component was last closed. Bits 52 through 
63 of the field are unused. 

STRMAX 	 Maximum number of requests which were concurrently active 
since the resource pool was built. Used in shared resource 
applications (see the BLDVRP macro under "Sharing Re­
sources Among Files"). 

LENGTH=number 
specifies the length of the display area you are providing (by way of the 
AREA operand). Each field in the ACB and RPL takes a fullword, except 
for DDNAME and STMST in the ACB, which take two fullwords. Each 
EXLST operand takes only one fullword, because you cannot display the 
codes A, N, and L. 

OBJECT={DATAIINDEX} 
specifies, for the open ACB of a key-sequenced file, whether the fields 
being displayed are for the data or the index. VSAM will display the same 
values for KEYLEN regardless ofyour specification in the OBJECT 
operand. The same is true for field RKP. 

Ifyou specify INDEX, VSAM's display is all zeros for the following fields: 

FS NINSR NUPDR 


NelS NRETR 


NDELR NSSS 


Examples of the SHOWeD Macro: The following examples show how to 
display information from VSAM control blocks using the SHOWCB macro. 
Continuation characters required in column 72 are not shown in the example. 
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The SHOWCD macro is used to display statistics about an open file: 

SHOWCB ACB=(2),AREA=DISPLAY,LENGTH=12, 
FIELDS=(KEYLEN,LRECL,RKP) 

LTR 15,15 SHOWCB successful? 
BNZ SHOWERR No, go to error routine 

DISPLAY DS OF Align on fullword boundary 
KEYLEN DS F 
LRECL DS F 
RKP DS F 

The SHOWCD macro is used to display the length and RDA ofa record that has been retrieved: 

GET 
LTR 
GNZ 
SHOWCB 

LTR 
BNZ 

DISPLAY 
RECLEN 
RBA 

DS 
DS 
OS 

TESTCB Macro 

RPL=(4) 

15,15 

GETRR 

RPL=(4),AREA=DISPLAY,LENGTH=8, 

FIELDS=(RECLEN,RBA) 

15,15 SHOWCB successful? 

SHOWERR No, go to error routine 


OF Align on fullword boundary 
F 
F 

The TESTCB macro tests values in an ACB, EXLST, or RPL against values 
that you specify in the macro. 

You can examine the condition code after issuing a TESTCB macro and 
examining the return code in register 15. For keywords specified as an option 
(such as A for an operand of the EXLST macro), a test is for an equal or 
unequal comparison; for keywords specified as an address or value, a test is 
for an equal, unequal, high, low, not-high, or not-low comparison. In the 
comparison, A to B, B is the address, value, or option that you specify in the 
TESTCB macro. For example, if you test for a value in an ACB, a high 
comparison means the value in the block is higher than the value you speci­
fied in the TESTCB macro. 

The standard form of the TESTCB macro is: 

[name] TESTCB [{ACBIEXLSTIRPL}=address,] 
[ ,AM=VSAM] 
[ERET=address,] 
keyword=value 
[OBJECT={DATAIINDEX}] 

When you issue a TESTCB macro, register 13 must contain the address of a 
72-byte save area that you are providing. When you issue a TESTCB macro 
from within one of your exit routines such as LERAD or SYNAD, your 
program must provide a second 72-byte save area for use by VSAM because 
the original save area is still in use by the external VSAM routine. 

{ACBIEXLSTIRPL}=address 
This operand specifies whether you want to test an ACB, an EXLST, or an 
RPL and specifies its address. 

In the standard and list forms of TESTCB, you can omit this operand if 
you are testing only the standard length of a control block or list (see 
"Length of a Control Block or List") following the discussion of the 
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keyword=value below). With the execute form of TESTCB, you can 
change the address of the block or list to be tested, but not the type. 

ERET=address 
specifies the address of a user-written routine that VSAM gives control if, 
because of an error, it is unable to test for the condition you specified 
(return code in register 15 is not X'OO'). When the ERET routine receives 
control, it should inspect the return code. If the return code is X'04', an 
error code will be tested in register O. See "Return Codes from the 
Control-Block Manipulation Macros" for the error codes that can be tested 
byTESTCB. 

After completing its processing, the ERET routine can terminate the job or 
pass control to a point in the processing program that it determines. It 
cannot return to VSAM. 

keyword=value 
specifies a field and a value. The contents of the field are compared with 
the value and the condition code is set. You can specify only one keyword 
at a time. There are three groups ofoperands that you can code with the 
TESTCB macro: 

• 	 The addresses, values, options, and names that you can code with the 
ACB, EXLST, RPL, and GENCB macros 

• 	 The length of a control block or list 

• 	 The attributes of an open file or index indicated by the ACB. 

Ifyou code more than one operand, each of them must compare equal to 
the corresponding value in the block or list for you to get an equal condi­
tion. 

Operands of the ACB, EXLST, and RPL Macros: The operands in this 
group are identical to those of the ACB, EXLST, and RPL macros, except 
that: 

• 	 You can code the operands in more ways, as shown in Appendix F. 

• 	 In relation to the ACB macro, you can test for error codes from the Open 
and Close routines by coding ERROR=code (as any absolute expression, 
except for a self-defming character term). When an ACB is opened for a 
path, the base cluster ACB is tested. However, you can test the alternate 
index ACB by specifying MACRF=AIX in the ACB macro. 

• 	 In relation to the EXLST macro, you can test whether an EXLST has an 
exit of a certain type by coding keyword=O. 

• 	 In relation to the EXLST macro, you can test whether an address in an 
EXLST is active or not active or is the address of the name of a routine to 
be loaded, without specifying the address by coding: 
keyword={, {AIN} ]{,L]. 

• 	 In relation to the RPL macro, you can code the operand FDBK=code (as 
any absolute expression, except for a self-defming character term) to test 
for error codes from the request macros (see "Return Codes for the Re­
quest Macros"). You can code the operand RBA=number to test the 
relative byte address of the last record processed. 

• 	 In relation to the RPL macro, you can code the operand AIXPC=number 
to fmd out the number of key or RBA pointers in the most recently proc­
essed alternate index record. 
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You can code the operand AIXFLAG=AIXPKP to test whether the 
alternate; index record just processed contains prime key pointers (or, if 
not, RBA pointers). 

You can code the operand FTNCD=number to test, after a logical or 
physical error, the/unction code which indicates whether the respective 
condition occurred during processing of the base cluster or the alternate 
index of a path or during upgrade processing. (For details, see "Return 
Codes for the Request Macros" under "Requesting Access to a File"). 

Length of a Control Block or List: You can code the operand EXLLEN = 
length, ACBLEN=length, or RPLLEN=length to test either the standard 
length of an EXLST, ACB, or RPL; or the actual length of a particular ACB, 
RPL, or EXLST. You test for a standard length by omitting the 
{ACBIEXLSTIRPL} operand and coding only one (or more) of these length 
operands and no other operands. You can test the actual length of a control 
block or list by specifying the {ACBIEXLSTIRPL} operand and the corre­
sponding length operand. 

Attributes of an Open File or Index: After a file is opened, the ACB contains 
information that it does not contain before it is opened or after it is closed. 
Whether you are testing for the attributes of the data or the index ofa key­
sequenced file is determined by the OBJECT operand. By coding 
OFLAGS=OPEN, you can test whether the file is open. You can test the 
following fields: 

Operand 

AVSPAC 


BUFNO 

CINV 
FS 

KEYLEN 

LRECL 

NCIS 
NDELR 
NEXCP 

NEXT 

NINSR 

NIXL 
NLOGR 

NRETR 
NSSS 
NUPDR 
RKP 

STMST 

Meaning 

Number of bytes of available space in the data or index 

component. 

Number of buffers being used for the data or index compo­

nent. 

Size of a control interval in the data or index component. 

Percent of free control intervals in each data control area of a 

key-sequenced file. 

Full length of the prime key or alternate key field in each 

logical record (depending on whether or not you access the 

base cluster via a path). 

Maximum length of a logical record or, for an index, the 

index control interval size minus seven bytes. 

N umber of control-interval splits in the file. 

N umber of data records deleted from the file. 

Number of EXCP commands issued since the data or the 

index was opened. 

N umber of logical extents, data spaces or portions of data 

spaces, now allocated to the data or index component. 

Number of records inserted into the file. For a relative-record 

file, number of valid records, that is, non-empty slots in the 

file. 

Number oflevels in the index of a key-sequenced file. 

Number of data records in the file. For a relative-record file, 

total number of slots (empty or non-empty) in the used con­

trol intervals. 

N umber ofdata records retrieved from the file. 

Number of control-area splits in a key-sequenced file. 

Number ofdata records updated in the file. 

Displacement of the prime key or alternate key field from the 

beginning of a data record (depending on whether or not you 

access the base cluster via a path); the same value is displayed 

whether the object is index or data. 

System timestamp; the time and day (in microseconds) when 

the data or index component was last closed. Bits 52 through 

63 of the fields are unused. 
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You can also test for these attributes: 

Operand Meaning 
ATRB=ESDS Entry-sequenced file 
ATRB-KSDS Key-sequenced file 
ATRB=RRDS Relative-record file 
ATRB=WCK VSAM is verifying write operations 
ATRB=SSWD Sequencc set of the index is adjaccnt to the file 
ATRB-REPL Index records are replicated 
ATRB-SPAN File contains spanned records 
ATRB=UNQ Unique alternate keys in alternate index 

Furthermore, you can determine whether the opened object is a path, a base cluster, or an 
alternate index by coding: 

OPENOBJ-PATH Alternate index/base cluster pair (path) 
OPENOBJ=BASE Base cluster 
OPENOBJ-AIX Alternate index 

OBJECT={DATAIINDEX} 
specifies, for the open ACB of a key-sequenced file, whether the field 

being tested is for the data or the index. KEYLEN and RKP will contain 

the same value, no matter whether the data or the index is being tested. 

FS, NCIS, NDELR, NINSR, NIXL, NLOGR, NRETR, NSSS, and 

NUPDR will contain zeros if the index is being tested. 


Examples of the TESTCB Macro: The following example shows how the 
TESTCB macro can be used to test values in a VSAM control block. 

Continuation characters required in column 72 are not shown in the example. 

The TESTCB is used to determine whether or not a file is open: JTESTCB ACB=(2),OFLAGS=OPEN, 
ERET=TESTERR 


BE OPEN 

B UNOPEN 


TESTERR 

The TESTCB is used to determine whether the LERAD exit routine was entered because of 

an end-of-file condition or a processing error (the example assumes that no EODAD exit 

routine was provided). 


LOGERR TESTCB RPL=(4),FDBK=4, 
ERET=TESTERR 


BE EODATA 

B ERROR 


TESTERR 

Return Codes from the Control-Block Manipulation Macros: When VSAM 
returns to your processing program after a GENCB, MODCB, SHOWCB, or 
TESTCB request, register 15 contains one of the following return codes: 

Return 
Code Meaning 
X'OO' Operation successfully completed. 
X'04' An error occurred; the error code described in VSE/ VSAM 

Messages and Codes identifies the specific error. 
X'OC' Request was not executed because an error was encountered 

while VSAM routines were being loaded. 
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Ifregister 15 contains X'04', an error code is set in register 0, which indicates 
the type of error. Make sure that, before issuing the macro, you save the 
contents of register 0 if you want to use its contents later on. For an explana­
tion of the error codes, see VSEjVSAM Messages and Codes. 

List, Execute, and Generate Forms o/the Control-Block Manipulation Macros 

List and Execute Forms 

Generate Form 

The list and execute forms of the control block manipulation macros 
(GENCB, MODCB, SHOWCB, and TESTCB) allow you to save virtual 
storage by using one parameter list for two or more macros. You can also 
make your program reenterable, that is, executable by more than one task at 
a time. While the generate form of the macros enables you to make programs 
reenterable it does not allow shared parameter lists. 

The list form of GENCB, MODCB, SHOWCB, and TESTCB has the same 
parameters as the standard form, except that it includes the parameter 
MF= {L\(L,address[,label])}. 

The parameter list ofthe macro is created inline when MF=L is coded. This 
version is not reenterable and register notation cannot be used for macro 
parameter addresses. 

When MF=(L,address[,labeID is coded, the parameter list of the macro is 
created in the area specified by address. This form is reenterable. You must 
supply the area by a GETVIS macro when your program is executed. You 
can determine the size of the parameter list by coding the third operand label. 
VSAM equates label to the length of the list. 

The execute form produces the executable code of the macros. The execute 
form is also identical to the standard form, except that it includes the operand 
MF=(E,addr~ss), where address points to the parameter list created by the list 
form of the macro. All of the other operands of the macro are optional and 
are coded only to change entries in the parameter list before the list is used. 
However, you cannot use the execute form to add or delete entries from the 
parameter list or to change the type of list. 

The generate form of the macros allows you to make your program reentera­
ble, but it does not create shared parameter lists. The generate form is the 
same as the standard form, except that you code MF=(G,address[,labeID. 
The parameter list is created in an area pointed to by address. To ensure that 
the parameter list is reenterable, address should be coded in register notation. 
You must obtain this area by a GETVIS macro when the program is execut­
ed. You can determine the size of the parameter list by coding the third 
operand label. VSAM equates label to the length of the list. 

Examples of the List, Execute, and Generate Forms: Figure 5-9 and 5-10 
show the use of the list, execute, and generate forms of the control block 
manipulation macros. 

In Figure 5-9, MODCB is used to place the length of a record in the RPL 
before the record is written. The list and execute forms are used so that only 
one parameter list is created even though the macro is issued several times. 
This list form is not reenterable. 

In Figure 5-10, the generate form is used to create an ACB. It is reenterable 
because both the ACB itself and the parameter list of the GENCB macro are 
created in areas obtained through a GETVIS macro. 
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Continuation characters required in column 72 are not shown in the exam­

MODCB 
LTR 
BNZ 
PUT 

MODCB 
LTR 
BNZ 
PUT 

LENMOD MODCB 

ples. 

MF=(E,LENMOD),RECLEN=(7) 
15,15 
MODERR 
RPL=LIST 

MF=(E,LENMOD) 
15,15 
MODERR 
RPL=LIST 

RPL=LIST,RECLEN=100,MF=L 

Figure 5-9. Examples of the List and Execute Form 

LA 
GETVIS 
LTR 
BNZ 
GENCB 

LTR 
BNZ 
LR 

PASS DC 

10,PARMLEN 
ADDRESS=(8) ,LENGTH=(10) 
15,15 
VISERR 
BLK=ACB,MF=(G,(8),PARMLEN) , 

EXLST=(3) ,BUFND=4,BUFNI=3, 
BUFSP=11-64,DDNAME=VFILENM, 
MACRF=(KEY,SEQ,DIR,OUT), 
PASSWD=PASS 

15,15 
GENERR 
2,1 

FLl '6' ,C'CHANGE' 

Figure 5-10. Example of the Generate Form 
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Current length in reg. 7 
MODCB successful? 
No, go to error routine 
Yes, write record 

Length is 100 bytes 
MODCB successful? 
No, go to error routine 
Yes,'write record 

List form has default 
length - 100 bytes 

Load length for GETVIS 
Get area for parm, list 
GETVIS successful? 
No, go to error routine 

GENCB successful? 
No, go to error routine 
Yes, save ACB address 



Requesting Access to a File 
After you have set up your control blocks and opened your file, you can 
actually gain access to the file by issuing a request macro. Because you 
must have fully defined your request in an RPL, a request macro has only 
one operand - the address of the RPL (or the first RPL in a cha.in of 
RPLs) that defines the request. 

The VSAM request macros are: GET, PUT, POINT, ERASE, and EN­
DREQ. With these macros you can initiate all requests for access to data. 
You can retrieve, store (insert or add), update, and delete records, and you 
can cancel a request in order to issue a request defined by another RPL. 

VSAM utilizes the RPS (rotational position sensing) feature if your VSE 
system includes support for RPS and if the direct access storage device has 
the RPS feature. The use of the RPS feature is independent of any specifi­
cation in your program. 

If a base cluster is accessed in a partition, once using a path and once not 
using a path, a no record found or duplicate key error can occur. Errors of 
this kind can be avoided by using Local Shared Resources. 

The use of the request macros and the request options is illustrated in 
examples which follow the discussion of the macros. 

GET Macro (Retrieve a Record) 
When your program issues a request macro, its processing does not continue 
until VSAM completes the request. At that time, VSAM sets a return code in 
register 15. Ifend-of-file is reached or an error or other special condition 
occurs during the request, VSAM sets a code containing additional informa­
tion in the feedback (FDBK) field of the RPL and takes any required exit. 
The return codes and codes set in the feedback field of the RPL are described 
later in this section. The format of the macro is: 

[name] GET RPL={addressl(1)} 

name 
one through eight characters that provide a symbolic address for the GET 
macro. 

RPL=addressl (1) 
specifies the address of the RPL (or the first RPL in a chain of RPLs) that 
defines the GET request. 

You may specify the address in register notation (using a register from 2 
through 12, enclosed in parentheses) or specify it with an expression that 
generates a valid relocatable A-type address constant. 

When you issue a GET macro, register 13 must contain the address ofa 
72-byte save area that you are providing. When you issue the macro from 
within one of your exit routines such as LERAD or SYNAD, you must 
provide a second 72-byte save area for use by VSAM. 

This macro retrieves the next record in key sequence or the record with the 
next higher relative-record number with RPL operand 
OPTCD=(KEY,SEQ), and the next record in entry sequence with 
OPTCD=(ADR,SEQ). It retrieves the record specified by the key or 
relative record number in the search-argument field with 
OPTCD=(KEY,SKP) or OPTCD=(KEY,DIR), and by the RBA in the 
search-argument field with OPTCD=(ADR,DIR). With skip sequential 
retrieval, each key or relative-record number that you specify must be 
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greater in collating sequence than the key or relative-record number of the 
previous record retrieved. 

GET retrieves the next control interval with OPTCD=(CNV,SEQ) and 
the control interval specified by the RBA in the search-argument field with 
OPTCD=(CNV,DIR). 

You must issue a GET with OPTCD=UPD to update (PUT with 
OPTCD=UPD) or to delete (ERASE) a record. You can have the record 
moved to your work area (OPTCD=MVE) or you can have VSAM leave 
the record in its I/O buffer and pass you the address of the record 
(OPTCD=LOC). The AREA operand of the RPL macro points to your 
work area or to a field in which VSAM will place a record address. 

You can also keep VSAM positioned for subsequent sequential or skip 
sequential procesing when you issue a direct GET request with 
OPTCD=(DIR,NSP) or OPTCD=(DIR,UPD). With 
OPTCD=(DIR,UPD) however, positioning is canceled when you issue a 
PUT for update or an ERASE following the GET for update. 

IfVSAM does not already have positioning for the RPL (or chain of 
RPLs) for which the GET request is to be issued, then you may have to 
issue an ENDREQ macro for a different RPL. An ENDREQ must be 
issued to free a position if the number of positions that VSAM must 
remember is already the same as the value specified in the 
STRNO=number operand of the pertinent ACB macro. At any particular 
time, VSAM will be remembering positions for any request macro in 
process by VSAM, and for a succeeding request for any RPL (or chain of 
RPLs) for which the preceding request was one of the following: 

Maero 	 OPTCD=value(s) in RPL 
GET 	 DIR,LOC 

DIR,MVE,NSP 
DIR,MVE,UPD 

POINT 	 any 

PUT 	 DIR,NSP 
SEQ 
SKP 

ERASE 	 SEQ 
SKP 

PUT Macro (Store a Record) 
[name] PUT RPL={addressl (1)} 

name 
one through eight characters that provide a symbolic address for the PUT 
macro. 

RPL=addressl (1) 
specifies the address of the RPL (or the first RPL in a chain of RPLs) that 
defines the PUT request. You can specify address in register notation 
(using a register from 2 through 12, in parentheses) or specify it with an 
expression that generates a valid relocatable A-type address constant. 

When you issue a PUT macro, register 13 must contain the address of a 
72-byte save area that you are providing. When you issue the macro from 
within one of your exit routines such as LERAD or SYNAD, you must 
provide a second 72-byte save area for use by VSAM. 

This macro stores a new record in key sequence or relative-record se­
quence if one of the following combinations of options is set in the RPL: 
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OPTCD=(KEY,DlR,NSP) 
OPTCD=(KEY,SKP,NUP) 
OPTCD=(KEY,DlR,NUP) 
OPTCD=(KEY,SEQ,NUP) 
OPTCD=(KEY,SEQ,NSP) 

Ifyou specify OPTCD=(KEY,DIR,NSP), VSAM is kept positioned at the 
next record in key sequence or relative-record sequence for subsequent 
sequential processing. 

PUT stores a new record at the end of an entry-sequenced file with 
OTPCD= ADR (you cannot store a new record in a key-sequenced file 
with addressed access). 

With skip sequential storage, OPTCD=(KEY,SKP), the key or relative­
record number of each record that you store must be greater in collating 
sequence than the key or relative-record number of the previous record 
stored. 

With control-interval access, OPTCD=(CNV,NUP), PUT stores a new 
control interval at the end of an entry sequenced file. 

When loading or extending a file with the PUT macro, you must specify 
sequential or skip sequential processing(OPTCD=SEQ or OPTCD=SKP). 

To store a changed record or control interval, you must have previously 
retrieved it with option OPTCD=UPD set in the RPL for both the GET 
and the PUT. You cannot change the length of a record in either a relative 
record file or an entry-sequenced file. 

The record to be added or updated with a PUT macro must be in your 
work area(OPTCD=MVE); you cannot use OPTCD=LOC with the PUT 
macro. The AREA operand of the RPL macro points to your work area. 

You may have to write an ENDREQ macro before you can issue a PUT 
NUP or PUT NSP request in your program. Information about this 
possible requirement is given at the end of the discussion ofthe GET 
macro. 

POINT Macro (Position for Access) 
[name] POINT RPL={addressl(1)} 

name 
one through eight characters that provide a symbolic address for the 
POINT macro. 

RPL=addressl (1) 
specifies the address of the RPL (or the first RPL in a chain of RPLs) that 
defines the POINT request. You can specify address in register notation 
(using a register from 2 through 12, in parentheses) or specify it with an 
expression that generates a valid relocatable A-type address constant. 

When you issue a POINT macro, register 13 must contain the address of a 
72-byte save area that you are providing. When you issue the macro from 
within one of your exit routines such as LERAD or SYNAD, you must 
provide a second 72-byte save area for use by VSAM. 

When OPTCD=KEY was specified in the pertinent RPL, this macro 
positions VSAM at the record whose key or relative-record number you 
specify in the search argument field. You can use the macro to position 
VSAM for subsequent sequential or skip sequential processing, either 
forward or backward in the file. 
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When OPTCD=ADR or OPTCD=CNV was specified in the pertinent 
RPL, the POINT macro positions VSAM at the record or control interval 
whose RBA you specify in the search argument field. You can cause the 
macro to position VSAM for subsequent sequential processing, either 
forward or backward in the file. 

Note: You cannot issue the POINT macro in one mode of access-OPTCD=ADR, for 
example, change to another mode such as OPTCD=KEY, and then request VSAM to 
continue processing the file sequentially. This will result in termination of the request with 
an error. 

VSAM can also be positioned for sequential processing by either a direct 
GET or a direct PUT as described in the preceeding sections on the GET 
and PUT macros. 

You may have to issue an ENDREQ macro before you can issue a POINT 
request in your program. Information about this possible requirement is 
given at the end ofthe discussion of the GET macro. 

ERASE Macro (Delete a Record) 
[name] ERASE RPL= {address I ( 1 ) } 

name 
one through eight characters that provide a symbolic address for the 
ERASE macro. 

RPL=addressl (1) 
specifies the address of the RPL (or the first RPL in a chain of RPLs) that 
defines the ERASE request. You can specify address in register notation 
(using a register from 2 through 12, in parentheses) or specify it with an 
expression that generates a valid relocatable A-type address constant. 

When you issue an ERASE macro, register 13 must contain the address of 
a 72-byte save area that you are providing. When you issue the macro 
from within one of your exit routines such as LERAD or SYNAD, you 
must provide a second 72-byte save area for use by VSAM. 

This macro deletes the record previously retrieved for update(with the 
GET macro,OPTCD=UPD). You can delete records in a key-sequenced 
file by keyed or addressed access, but you cannot delete records in an 
entry-sequenced file. You can delete records in a relative-record file by 
keyed access. You cannot delete control intervals (OPTCD=CNV). 

ENDREQ Macro (Terminate a Request) 
[name] ENDREQ RPL={addressl (1)} 

name 
one through eight characters that provide a symbolic address for the 
ENDREQ macro. 

RPL=addressl (1) 
specifies the address of the RPL (or first RPL in a chain of RPLs) that 
defines the request to be terminated. You can specify address in register 
notation (using a register from 2 through 12, in parentheses) or specify it 
with an expression that generates a valid relocatable A-type address 
constant. 

When you issue an ENDREQ macro, register 13 must contain the address 
of a 72-byte save area that you are providing. When you issue the macro 
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from within one of your exit routines such as LERAD or SYNAD, you 
must provide a second 72-byte save area for use by VSAM. 

This macro causes VSAM to end a request, that is, to forget its position for 
the specified RPL and to release its associated buffers for use by another 
RPL. Before you can issue a request specifying an RPL for which an 
ENDREQ macro was executed, you have to reposition VSAM. 

An ENDREQ macro is required in your program whenever you have 
already issued as many concurrent active requests as you have specifed for 
STRNO operand of the ACB and you want to issue yet another request. 
(See the discussion at the end of the GET macro section.) 

Ifan I/O operation was started, it will be allowed to complete. Also, I/O 
operations required to maintain the integrity of the file will be performed. 

If the request involves a chain of RPLs, all records specified by the request 
may not be processed. For example, two RPLs are chained in a PUT 
request to add two new records to the file and an ENDREQ is issued after 
VSAM started the I/O operation to add the first record. That I/O opera­
tion will be completed and, if it causes a control-interval split, subsequent 
I/O operations will be performed to complete the split and update the 
index. However, VSAM will then return control to the processing pro­
gram without adding the second record. 

The ENDREQ macro causes VSAM to cancel the position in the file 
established for that request and also invalidates data and index buffers to 
force refreshing of all requests subsequent to the end request. 

Return Codes for the Request Macros 
When VSAM returns to your processing program, a return code in register 15 
indicates what happened. If an error occured, additional information about 
the request will be in the RPL. Your processing program can examine the 
feedback field of the RPL with the SHOWCB or TESTCB macro. Register 1 
contains the address of the RPL that dermes the request that caused the error. 

Control is returned to the instruction following your action macro when (1) 
the request is completed, (2) the request was not accepted because another 
request was using the RPL, or (3) an error occured and you did not have an 
active exit routine. If you have an active exit routine and it returns control to 
VSAM after processing the error, VSAM then returns control to the instruc­
tion following the action macro. 

When you gain control after a request, register 15 will contain one of the 
following return codes: 
Return 
Code Meaning 
X'OO' Request completed successfully; the RPL might contain 

additional (non-error) information about the request. (See 
"Error Codes from Request Macros" in VSE/ VSAM Mes­
sages and Codes.) 

X'04' 	 This request was not accepted because end-of-file was en­
countered or a request from another task is active on the same 
RPL; no additional information in the RPL. 

X'OS 	 Logical error; the error code in the RPL identifies the specific 
error. (See "Error Codes from Request Macros" in 
VSE/ VSAM Messages and Codes). 

X'OC' 	 Uncorrectable I/O error; the error code in the RPL identifies 
the specific error. (See "Error Codes from Request Macros" 
in VSE/ VSAM Messages and Codes). 

If the request is completed with a logical error (X'08), your LERAD exit 
routine is entered if you specified the LERAD exit in the EXLST and it is 
active. When you reach end-of-file, error code X'04 is set and your EODAD 
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exit routine will be entered. If you have no EODAD exit routine or it is 
inactive, your LERAD exit routine is entered. 

If the request completed with an I/O (physical) error (X'OC'), your SYNAD 
exit routine is entered if you specified the SYNAD exit in the EXLST and it 
is active. The return code is not set in register 15 when the exit routine is 
entered. VSAM sets the return code in register 15 and returns control to the 
instruction following the action macro after you complete the exit routine. 

The feedback field in the RPL (FDBK operand in SHOWCB and TESTCB) 
is a three-byte field with the following format: 

OOOOxx 

where: 

xx = an error code which describes the error or, if the return code is 
zero, additional information about the request. The error codes 
are listed in "Error Codes from Request Macros" in VSE/ VSAM 
Messages and Codes). 

Besides the return code (set in register 15) and the error code (which you may 
obtain by specifying FDBK in the SHOWCB macro) a function code is 
provided for alternate-index processing. This function code is set on logical 
or physical errors detected by VSAM and indicates whether the respective 
error condition occured during accessing the base cluster or the alternate 
index. In addition, the function code indicates whether or not the upgrade set 
is still correct after the request that failed. The function codes and their 
meanings are: 
Function 
Code Meaning 
X'OO' Condition occurred during accessing the base cluster. Up­

grade set is correct. 
X'OI' Condition occured during accessing the base cluster. Upgrade 

set may be incorrect as a consequence of this request. 
X'02' Condition occured during accessing the AIX over a base 

cluster. Upgrade set is correct. 
X'03' 	 Condition occured during accessing the AIX over a base 

cluster. Upgrade set may be incorrect as a consequence of this 
request. 

X'04' Condition occurred during upgrade processing. Upgrade set 
is correct. 

X'05' Condition occured during upgrade processing. Upgrade set 
may be incorrect as a result as a consequence of this request. 

You can display or test the function code by specifying the keyword FTNCD 
in the SHOWCB or TESTCB macro, respectively. 

Examples ofUsing the Request Macros 
The following examples show the essential macros and operands required to 
do the indicated operations. They illustrate the relationship between the 
ACB MACRF operand, the RPL OPTCD operand, and the request macros 
themselves. They show how to use the other operands as required by the 
assumptions for each example. 

For your convenience in reading them, the examples show macros that 
generate control blocks at assembly (ACB, EXLST, and RPL) at the begin­
ning of the example, rather than at the end where they would normally be 
placed with program constants. Each example assumes that the file has been 
opened and that it will be closed. Only nominal checks for errors are shown. 
Exit routines to analyze errors are not indicated. 

Note: The continuation characters required in column 72 are not shown in the examples, nor 
are the asterisks required in column I of the comment cards shown. 
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How to Retrieve a Record: The GET Macro 
Examples I, 2, 3, 4, and 5 illustrate keyed and addressed, direct sequential, 
and skip sequential retrieval. 

Example 1: Keyed Sequential Retrieval 

Assumptions. Records moved to a work area. Fixed-length records, 100 
bytes. Control blocks generated at assembly. 

INPUT ACB MACRF=(KEY,SEQ,IN) All MACRF and OPTCD options 
specified are defaults and 
could have been omitted. 

RETRVE RPL 	 ACB=INPUT 
AREA=IN,AREALEN=100, 
OPTCD=(KEY,SEQ,NUP,MVE) 

LOOP GET RPL=RETRVE 	 This GET or identical GETs 
can be issued, with no change 
in the request parameter list, 
to retrieve subsequent records 
in key sequence. 

LTR 15,15 

BNZ ERROR 


B LOOP 
ERROR Request was not accepted or 

failed. 

IN DS CL100 	 IN contains a data record 
after GET is completed. 

Discussion. The records are retrieved in key sequence. No search argument 
has to be specified; VSAM is positioned at the first record in key sequence 
when the file is opened, and the next record is retrieved automatically as each 
GET is issued. The branch to ERROR will also be taken if the end of the file 
is reached. 
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Example 2: Skip Sequential Retrieval 

Assumptions. Variable-length records: they are processed in the I/O buffer. 
The search argument is a full key, compared greater than or equal. Control 
blocks are generated at the time of execution. Key length is eight bytes. 

GENCB 

LTR 
BNZ 
LR 
GENCB 

LTR 
BNZ 
LR 

LOOP MVC 

GET 
LTR 
BNZ 
LR 
SHOWCB 

LTR 
BNZ 
ST 

B 
ERROR 

CHECKO 

RCDADDR OS 

SRCHKEY OS 

RCDLEN OS 

BLK=ACB, 

DDNAME=INPUT, 

MACRF=(KEY,SKP,IN) 


15,15 

CHECKO 

2,1 

BLK=RPL,ACB=(2), 

AREA=RCDADDR,AREALEN=4, 

ARG=SCRHKEY, 

OPTCD=(KEY,SKP,NUP,KGE,FKS,LOC) 

VSAM gets an area in virtual 
storage to generate the 
access method control block 
and returns the address in 
register 1. 

Address of ACB 

15,15 
CHECKO 
3,1 

SRCHKEY,table 

RPL=(3) 
15,15 
ERROR 
1 ,3 
RPL=( 1) , 
RECLEN=(O) 
15,15 
CHECKO 
O,RCDLEN 

LOOP 

F 

CL8 

F 

Address of the request 
parameter list. 

Search argument for 
retrieval, moved in from 
a table or a 
transaction record. 

Put RPL address in register 1. 
Display the length of the 
record. 

Save the record length. 

Request was not accepted 
or failed. 
Generation or display failed 

Work area into which VSAM 
puts the address of a data 
record within the I/O buffer 
(OPTCD=LOC) . 

Search argument for 

retrieval. 

For retrieving variable 

record lengths. 


Discussion. The records are retrieved in key sequence, but some records are 
skipped. Skip sequential retrieval is very similar to keyed direct retrieval (see 
example 4), except that you must retrieve records in ascending sequence (with 
skips) rather than in a random sequence. 

Internally, with skip sequential retrieval, VSAM uses only the sequence set of 
the index to skip ahead; with direct retrieval it searches the index from top to 
bottom to locate a record. 
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BLOCK ACB 

GENCB 

LTR 
BNZ 
LA 

LA 
LR 
LR 

SR 

DR 

LR 

LR 

Example 3: Addressed Sequential Retrieval 

Assumptions. Many records are retrieved with one GET request. Records are 
moved to work areas (only option); they are of fixed length, 20 bytes long. 
Chain of RPLs is generated during execution. 

DDNAME=INPUT, 
MACRF=(ADR,SEQ,IN) 

BLK=RPL, 
COPIES=10, 
ACB=BLOCK, 
OPTCD=(ADR,SEQ,NUP,MVE) 
15,15 
CHECKO 
5,WORKAREA 

3,10 
2, 1 
1 ,0 

0,0 

0,3 

3,1 

4,2 

Address of the first 

work area. 

Number of lists(10). 

Address of the first list. 

Length of all of the lists. 

Registers 0 and 1 contain 

length and address of the 

generated control blocks when 

VSAM returns control after 

GENCB. 

Prepare for following 

division. 

Divide number of lists into 

length of all the lists. 

Save the resulting length of a 

single list for an offset. 

Save address of the first 

list. 


Do the following 6 instructions to times to set up all of the request parameter lists. The tenth time, 
register 4 must be set to 0 to indicate the last request parameter list in the chain. 

AR 
MODCB 

LTR 
BNZ 
AR 
LA 

LOOP GET 
LTR 
BNZ 

B 
CHECKO 
ERROR 

WORKAREA DS 

4,3 

RPL=(2), 

NXTRPL=(4) , 

AREA=(5),AREALEN=20 


15, 1 5 

CHECKO 

2,3 

5,20(5) 


RPL=(2) 

15,15 

ERROR 


LOOP 


CL200 


Address of the next list. 
In each request parameter 
list, indicate the addresS 
of the next 
address and 
work area. 

Address the 
Address the 

list and the 
length of the 

next line. 
next work area. 

Restore register 2 to address 

the first list before 

continuing to process. 


Process the ten records that 

have been retrieved by the 

GET. 


Display the feedback field 

(FIELDS=FDBK) of each 

request parameter list to 

find out which one had an 

error. 

Space for a work area for 

each of the 10 request 

parameter lists. 
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Discussion. The records are retrieved in entry sequence. In a key-sequenced 
file that has had control-interval or control-area splits, it is likely that the 
entry sequence of the records is no longer the same as their key sequence. 
Each of the ten RPLs in the chain identifies a record to be retrieved by the 
GET. VSAM moves each record into the work area provided for the request 
parameter list that identifies the record. 

If an error occurred for one of the RPLs in the chain and you have supplied 
error analysis routines, VSAM takes a LERAD or SYNAD exit before 
returning to your program. Register 15 indicates the status of the request: a 
code of 0 indicates that no error was associated with any of the RPLs; any 
other code indicates that an error occured for one of the RPLs. Issue a 
SHOWCB for each RPL in the chain to fmd out which one had an error. 
VSAM does not process any of the RPLs beyond the one with an error. 

Example 4: Keyed Direct Retrieval 

Assumptions. Fixed-length records are processed in the I/O buffer. Key 
length is 15 bytes. The search argument is a 5-byte generic key, compared 
equal. Control blocks are generated during assembly. 

INPUT ACB 	 MACRF=(KEY,OIR,IN) 
RETRVE RPL 	 ACB=INPUT, You specify all parameters 

AREA=IN,AREA=4 for the request in the RPL 
OPTCO=(KEY,OIR, macro. 
NUP,KEQ,GEN,LOC), 
ARG=KEYAREA,KEYLEN=5 

LOOP MVC KEYAREA,table 	 Search argument for retrieval, 
moved in from a table or a 
transaction record. 

GET RPL=RETRVE 	 This GET or identical GETs can 
be issued with no change in the 
RPL: just specify each new 
search argument in the field 
KEYAREA. 

LTR 15,15 

BNZ ERROR 


Process the record. 

B LOOP 
ERROR Request was not accepted 

or failed. 

IN OS 	 CL4 VSAM stores the record here. 

KEYAREA OS CL5 	 You specify the search 
argument here. 

Discussion. The generic key specifies a class of records. For example, if you 
search on the first third of employee number, you get the first of presumably 
several records that start with the specified characters. To retrieve all of the 
records in that class, either switch to sequential access(see example 7) or to a 
full-key search with greater-than-or-equal comparison (example 2), increas­
ing the key of each record you retrieve to the next possible key value. 
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Example 5: Addressed Direct Retrieval 


Assumptions. Fixed-length records,20 bytes long, are moved to a work area. 


BLOCK ACB 

GENCB 

LTR 
BNZ 
LR 

LOOP MVC 

GET 
LTR 
BNZ 

B 
CHECKO 
ERROR 

IN DS 

SRCHADR DS 

DDNAME=INPUT, Access-method control block 

MACRF=(ADR,DIR,IN) generated at assembly. 

BLK=RPL,COPIES=1, Request parameter list 

ACB=BLOCK, generated at execution. 

OPTCD=(ADR,DIR, 

NUP ,MVE) , 

ARG=SRCHADR, 

AREA=IN,AREALEN=20 

15,15 

CHECKO 

2,1 Address of the list. 


SRCHADR,table 	 Search argument for retrieval, 

calculated or moved in from a 

table or a transaction record. 


RPL=(2) 

15,15 

ERROR 


Process the record. 

LOOP 

Generation failed. 

Request was not accepted 

or failed. 


CL20 VSAM puts a record here 

for each GET request. 


CL4 You specify the RBA search 

argument here for each request. 


Discussion. The RBA provided for a search argument must match the RBA 
of a record. Keyed insertion and deletion of records in a key-sequenced file 
will probably cause the RBAs of some records to change. Therefore, if you 
process a key-sequenced file by addressed direct access(or by addressed 
sequential access using POINT), you need to keep track of changes. You can 
use the JRNAD exit for this purpose. 
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How to Position for Subsequent Sequential Access: The GET and POINT Macros 
Examples 6 and 7 illustrate positioning both with the POINT macro and with 
direct access followed by sequential access. 

Example 6: Keyed Positioning with POINT 

Assumptions. Sequential access. The search argument(for positioning) is a 
full key of 5 bytes, compared equal. Records are 50 bytes long. Control 
blocks are generated during assembly. 

BLOCK ACB DDNAME=10 	 Default MACRF options 
suff iclent. 

POSITION RPL 	 ACB=BLOCK, ARG operand and KEQ and 
AREA=WORK,AREALEN=SO, FKS OPTCD options define 
ARG=SRCHKEY, the POINT request. 
OPTCD=(KEY,SEQ, 
KEQ,FKS) 

LOOP MVC SRCHKEY,table Search argument for 
positioning, moved in from a 
table or transaction record. 

POINT RPL=POSITION 
LTR 1 S I 1 S 
BNZ ERROR 

LOOP1 GET RPL=POSITION 
LTR 1S, 15 
BNZ ERROR 

Process the record. Decide 
whether to skip another 
position (forward or 
backward) . 

BE LOOP Yes, skip. 
B LOOP 1 No, continue in consecutive J 

sequence. 
ERROR Request was not accepted or 

failed. 

SRCHKEY DS CLS Search-argument field for 
POINT request. 

WORK DS CLSO VSAM puts a record here for 
each GET request. 

Discussion. No access is gained to a record with POINT. POINT causes 
VSAM to be positioned ahead or back to the specified record for a subse­
quent sequential GET request, which retrieves the record. If, after position­
ing, you issue a direct request by way of the same RPL, VSAM does not 
remember the position established by the POINT. VSAM would then either 
be positioned somewhere else or not positioned at all, depending on whether 
OPTCD=NSP or UPD was specified or OPTCD=NUP (see example 7). 

Positioning by address is identical to positioning by key, except that the 
search argument is an RBA, which must match with the RBA of a record in 
the file. 
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INPUT 	 ACB 

RETRVE 	 RPL 

LOOP 	 MVC 

LOOP 1 	 GET 
LTR 
BNZ 

SEQ 	 MODCB 

LTR 
BNZ 
B 

DIR 	 MODCB 

LTR 
BNZ 
B 

ERROR 

CHECKO 

IN 	 DS 

KEYAREA 	 DS 

Example 7: Switching from Direct to Keyed Sequential Retrieval 

Assumptions. Records are moved to a work area. The search argument (for 
the direct request preceeding sequential requests) is a generic key, 8 bytes 
long, compared equal. Records are offlXed-length, 100 bytes long. Position­
ing is requested for direct requests. Control blocks are generated during 
assembly. 

MACRF=(KEY,DIR, Both direct and sequential 

SEQ,IN) access specified. 

ACB=INPUT, 

AREA=IN,AREALEN=100, 

OPTCD=(KEY,DIR, 

NSP,KEQ,GEN,MVE), NSP specifies that VSAM is 

ARG=KEYAREA,KEYLEN=8 to remember its position. 


KEYAREA,table 	 Search argument for direct 

retrieval, moved in from a 

table or transaction record. 


RPL=RETRVE 

15, 15 

ERROR 


Decide whether to switch from 
one type of access to the 
other. If now sequential: 
To remain sequential, branch 
to LOOP 1 
To switch to direct, branch 
to DIR 
If now direct: 
To remain direct, branch 
to LOOP 
To switch to sequential, 
branch to SEQ 

RPL=RETRVE, Alter request parameter list 

OPTCD=SEQ for sequential access. 

15,15 

CHECKO 

LOOP1 No search argument required. 

RPL=RETRVE, Alter request parameter list 

OPTCD=DIR for direct access. 

15, 1 5 

CHECKO 

LOOP Prepare new search argument. 


Request was not accepted or 

failed. 

Modification failed. 


CL100 VSAM puts retrieved records 

here. 


CL8 Specify the generic key for 

a direct request here. 


Discussion. Positioning is associated with an RPL; thus to switch from direct 
to sequential access without independently establishing positioning for the 
sequential access, modify a single RPL that alternately defines requests for 
both types of access rather than use a different RPL for each type. 

With direct retrieval, VSAM does not remember its position for subsequent 
retrieval unless you explicitly requested this(OPTCD=NSP). After a direct 
GET for update (OPTCD=UPD), VSAM is positioned for a subsequent 
PUT,ERASE, or sequential GET (if you modify OPTCD(DIR,UPD) to 
OPTCD=(SEQ,UPD». If you modify OPTCD=(DIR,NUP) to 
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OPTCD=SEQ, you must issue a POINT to get VSAM positioned for sequen­
tial retrieval, as NUP indicates that no positioning is desired with a direct 
GET. 

Ifyou have chained many RPLs together, one position is remembered for the 
whole chain. For example, if you issue a GET that gives the address of the 
first RPL in the chain, the position ofVSAM when the GET request is 
complete is at the record following the one defined by the last RPL in the 
chain. Therefore, modifying OPTCD=(DIR,NSP) in each RPL in a chain to 
OPTCD=SEQ implies continuing with sequential access relative to the last of 
the direct RPLs. 

How to Chain Request Parameter -Lists and Terminate a Request: The ENDREQ Macro 
Example 8 illustrates how to chain RPLs. Example 9 illustrates the use of 
ENDREQ to cause VSAM to give up its position for a request to be able to 
remember its position for another request. 

Example 8: Chaining Request Parameter Lists 

Assumption. Records are 50 bytes long. Retrieved records are moved to a 
work area. Three RPLs are chained. 

FIRST RPL 	 ACB=BLOCK, 

AREA=AREA1,AREALEN=SO, 

NXTRPL=SECOND 


SECOND RPL 	 ACB=BLOCK, 

AREA=AREA2,AREALEN=SO, 

NXTRPL=THIRD 


THIRD RPL 	 ACB=BLOCK Last list does not indicate 
AREALEN=SO a next list. 
AREALEN=SO 

LOOP GET RPL=FIRST 	 Request gives the address of 
the first request parameter 
list. 

LTR 15,15 
BNZ ERROR 

Process the three records 
retrieved by the GET. 

B LOOP 
ERROR Display the feedback field 

(FIELD=FDBK) of each request 
parameter list to find out 
which one had an error. 

AREA1 DS CLSO 	 A single GET request causes 
VSAM to put a record in each 
of AREA1,AREA2, and AREA3. 

AREA2 DS CLSO 

AREA3 DS CLSO 


Discussion. If an error ocurred for one of the RPLs in the chain and you have 
supplied error-analysis routines, VSAM takes a LERAD or SYNAD exit 
before it returns control to your program. Register 15 is set to indicate the 
status of the request. A code of 0 indicates that no error was associated with 
any of the RPLs. Any other code indicates that an error occurred for one of 
the RPLs. You should issue a SHOWCB macro for each RPL in the chain to 
find out which one had an error. VSAM does not process any of the RPLs 
beyond the one with an error. 
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Example 9: Giving up Positioning for another Request 

Asumptions. There are three RPLs, all of which require VSAM to remember 
its position, one only temporarily and two until VSAM is explicitly requested 
to forget its position. VSAM can remember only two positions concurrently 

BLOCK ACB 

SEQ RPL 

DIRUPD RPL 

DIRNUP RPL 

LOOP GET 

LTR 
BNZ 
GET 

LTR 
BNZ 
GET 

LTR 
BNZ 

BE 
B 

UPDATE PUT 

LTR 
BNZ 
B 

FORGET ENDREQ 

LTR 
BNZ 
B 

ERROR 

(STRNO=2) 

MACRF=(SEQ,DIR) , 

STRNO=2 

ACB=BLOCK, VSAM must remember its 

OPTCD=SEQ position. 

ACB=BLOCK, VSAM must remember its 

OPTCD=(DIR,UPD) position until explicitly 


requested to forget it by 
PUT or ENDREQ. 


ACB=BLOCK, VSAM must be able to 

OPTCD=(DIR,NUP) temporarily remember its 


position. 

RPL=SEQ VSAM now remembers its 
position for this request. 


15,15 

ERROR 

RPL=DIRNUP VSAM remembers its position 


for this request only while 
it is processing the request. 


15,15 

ERROR 

RPL=DIRUPD VSAM can therefore remember 


its position for this request, 
even though STRNO=2. 


15,15 

ERROR 


Decide whether to update the 
record. 

UPDATE 
FORGET No. 
RPL=DIRUPD Yes, update the record, 

causing VSAM to forget its 
position for DIRUPD. 

15,15 
ERROR 
LOOP 
RPL=DIRUPD Cause VSAM to forget its 

position for DIRUPD. 
15,15 
ERROR 
LOOP 

Request was not 
accepted or failed. 

Discussion. The use of ENDREQ illustrated here is to cause VSAM to forget 
its position for one RPL so a request defIned by another RPL can be is­
sued.When PUT is issued after a GET RPL=DIRUPD request, ENDREQ 
need not be issued, because PUT causes VSAM to forget its position (the next 
GET with RPL=DIRUPD does not depend on VSAM's remembering its 
position). You need to cause VSAM to forget its position when you have 
issued requests for as many RPLs requiring concurrent positioning as the 
number you specifIed for STRNO (in the ACB macro) and you want to issue 
a request for yet another RPL. In the example, a GET with RPL=DIRNUP 
cannot be reissued unless VSAM is freed from remembering its position for 
either SEQ or DIRNUP. VSAM must be allowed to remember its position 
for SEQ because requests against this RPL are sequential and depend on 
VSAM's remembering its position. 
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To cause VSAM to give up its position associated with a chain of RPLs, 
specify the first RPL in the chain in your ENDREQ macro. 

Because VSAM remembers its position after a direct GET with 
OPTCD=UPD, if no PUT or ENDREQ follows, you can switch to sequen­
tial access (OPTCD=(SEQ,UPD) or OPTCD=SEQ) and use the positioning 
fora GET. 

How to Store a Record: The PUT Macro 
Examples 10,11, l2,and 13 illustrate the storage of records: keyed and ad­
dressed, sequential, skip sequential, and direct. 

Example to: Keyed Sequential Insertion 

Assumptions. Records of variable length are moved from a work area (only 
option). These records are up to 250 bytes long. Key length is 15 bytes. Some 
records are inserted between existing records, others are added at the end of 
the file. 

BLOCK ACB 	 DDNAME=OUTPUT, 
MACRF=(KEY,SEQ,OUT) 

LIST RPL 	 ACB=BLOCK, 
AREA=BUILDRCD,AREALEN=250, 
OPTCD=(KEY,SEQ,NUP,MVE) 

LOOP L O,length Put length of record to be 
inserted into register O. 

LA 1 , LIS'I" Put RPL address into register 1. 
MODCB RPL=(1), Modify record length in 

RECLEN=(O) request parameter list. 
LTR 15,15 
BNZ CHECKO 
PUT RPL=LIST 
LTR 15,15 
BNZ ERROR 
B LOOP 

CHECKO Modification failed. 
ERROR Request was not accepted 

or failed. 

BUILDRCD DS CL250 	 Work area for building record. 

Discussion. Sequential insertion does not require VSAM to be positioned at 
the point of insertion. VSAM automatically skips ahead (never back) to that 
point, as though you were using skip sequential insertion (see example 11). 
The difference between sequential and skip sequential insertion is that 
sequential insertion leaves free space in control intervals and control areas 
according to the file's FREESPACE specification in the catalog(which is 
entered by the Access Method Services DEFINE command). Skip sequential 
insertion (and direct insertion) uses the free space. 

You must use sequential storage (as opposed to skip sequential or direct 
storage) when you load records into a file for the first time. Thereafter, you 
may use skip sequential and direct storage, but you should use sequential 
storage when you are inserting large numbers of records between two existing 
records or at the end of the fIle. 

When you store records sequentially beyond the highest key in the 
file,VSAM automatically extends the file as though you were continuing to 
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load {ecords. VSAM does not use distributed free space for these records, but 
establishes new control areas at the end of the file. 

Example 11: Skip Sequential Insertion 

Assumptions. Several records are inserted with one PUT request. The 
records are moved from a work area (only option). They are ftxed-Iength, 
100 bytes long. 

OUTPUT 	 ACB MACRF=(KEY,SKP,OUT) 

GENCB BLK=RPL,COPIES=5, Generate 5 request parameter 
ACB=OUTPUT, lists at execution. 
AREALEN=100, 
OPTCD=(KEY,SKP,NUP,MVE) 

LTR 15,15 
BNZ CHECKO 

Calculate the length ofeach list and use register notation with the MODCB macro to complete each list. 
See example 3. 

MODCB 	 RPL=( 2) , 

AREA=(3), 

NXTRPL=(4) 


LTR 15,15 

BNZ CHECKO 


Increase the value in each register and repeat the MODCB until all five request parameter lists 
have been completed. The last time, register 4 must be set to O. 

LOOP Restore address of first list 
register 2. Build 5 records 
in WORK. 

PUT RPL=(2) Register 2 points to the first 
request parameter list in the 
chain. The five records in 
WORK are stored with this one 
PUT request. 

LTR 15,15 
BNZ ERROR 

B LOOP 
CHECKO Generation or modification 

failed. 
ERROR Display the feedback field 

in each request parameter 
list to find out if it had 
an error (see discussion 
for example 8). 

WORK OS CL500 Contains 5 100-byte work 
areas. 

Discussion. You give no search argument for storage: VSAM knows the 
position of the key fteld in each record and extracts the key from it. Skip 
sequential insertion differs from keyed direct insertion in the sequence in 
which records may be inserted(ascending non-consecutive sequence versus 
random sequence) and in performance. With skip sequential insertion, 
VSAM uses only the sequence set of the index to find the point of insertion; 
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with keyed direct insertion, VSAM searches from the top level of the index 
down to the sequence set. 

With skip sequential insertion, if you insert two or more records into a 
control interval, VSAM does not write the contents of the buffer to direct­
access storage until you have inserted all of the records. With direct insertion, 
VSAM writes the contents of the buffer after you have inserted each record. 

Example 12: Keyed Direct Insertion 

Assumptions. Records are moved from a work area (only option.) They are 
of fixed length and 100 bytes long. 

OUTPUT ACB MACRF=(KEY,DIR,OUT) 
DIRECT RPL ACB=OUTPUT, 

AREA=WORK,AREALEN=100, 
OPTCD=(KEY,DIR,NUP,MVE), 
RECLEN=100 

LOOP PUT RPL=DIRECT 
LTR 15,15 
BNZ ERROR 

B LOOP 
ERROR Request failed. 

WORK DS CL100 Work area. 

Discussion. VSAM extracts the key from each record's key field: you give no 
search argument. Using keyed direct access is very similar to using skip 
sequential access. About the only differences are specifying DIR instead of 
SKP in the MACRF and OPTCD operands and being able to process records 
randomly instead of in ascending key sequence (with skips). 
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Example 13: Addressed Sequential Addition 

Assumptions. Records are moved from work area (only option). They are of 
variable-length, up to 100 bytes long. 

BLOCK ACB MACRF=(ADR,SEQ,OUT) 
LIST RPL ACB=BLOCK, 

AREA=NEWRCD, AREALEN= 100, 
OPTCD=(ADR,SEQ,MVE) 

LOOP Build the record. 
L O,length Put the length of the record 

LA 
MODCB 

into register O. 
1 ,LIST Put RPL address into register 1. 
RPL=(1), Indicate length of new record. 
RECLEN=(O) 

LTR 15,15 
BNZ CHECKO 
PUT RPL=LIST 
LTR 15,15 
BNZ ERROR 
B LOOP 

CHECKO Modification failed. 
ERROR Request was not accepted 

or failed. 

NEWCRD DS CL100 Build record in this work 
area. 

Discussion. With addressed access, you cannot insert records into or add 
records to a key ..sequenced file, because the index is not used and VSAM 
cannot locate the control interval into which to insert the record. You can 
add records to, but not insert records into, an entry sequenced-fIle. Each 
record is stored in the next position after the last record in the fIle. You do 
not have to specify an RBA or do any explicit positioning (with the POINT 
macro). Addressed addition of records is always identical to loading a fIle: 
when the last control area is filled up, VSAM extends the fIle and establishes 
new control areas. 

Actually, there is no difference between addressed sequential and addressed 
direct addition; each method stores a record in the next position after the last 
record in the fIle. However, you cannot use direct processing to load records 
into a fIle for the first time; you must use sequential processing. 
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How to Update a Record: The GET and PUT Macros 
Examples 14,15,and 16 illustrate updating a record by first retrieving it and 
then storing it back with changes. (You cannot update a record without first 
retrieving it for update.) 

Example 14: Keyed Sequential Update 

Assumptions. Records are updated in a work area (only option). They are 
fixed-length, 50 bytes long. Not every record retrieved is also updated. 

UPDATA ACB MACRF=(KEY,SEQ,OUT) 
LIST RPL ACB=UPDATA, UPD indicates the record 

AREA=WORK,AREALEN=50, may be stored back(or 
OPTCD=(KEY,SEQ, deleted) . 
UPD,MVE) 

LOOP GET RPL=LIST 
LTR 15,15 
BNZ ERROR 

Decide whether to update 
the record. 

BE UPDATE 
B LOOP Do not update it; retrieve 

another. 
UPDATE Update the record and store 

it back. 

PUT RPL=LIST 
LTR 15,15 
BNZ ERROR 
B LOOP 

ERROR Request was 
or failed. 

not accepted 

WORK DS CL50 VSAM places the retrieved 
record here. 

Discussion. A GET update (OPTCD=UPD) must precede a PUT for up­
date. Besides retrieving the record to be updated, GET positions VSAM at 
the record retrieved, in anticipation of the suceeding update (or deletion). It 
is not necessary for you to store back (or delete) the record that you retrieved 
for update. VSAM's position at the record previously retrieved allows you to 
issue another GET to retrieve the following record (OPTCD=(SEQ,UPD) or 
OPTCD=SEQ). Then, however, you cannot store back the previous record; 
the position for update was not maintained because of the following GET. 

This example requires the use of a work area because you cannot update a 
record in the I/O buffer. Skip sequential retrieval (with OPTCD=UPD) can 
be used to update. Compare this example with example 2. 

J 
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INPUT 
UPDATE 

LOOP 

STORE 

ERROR 

CHECKO 

IN 

KEYAREA 

RLNGTH 

ACB 
RPL 

GET 
LTR 
BNZ 
LA 
SHOWCB 

LTR 
BNZ 
ST 

B 
L 

LA 
MODCB 

LTR 
BNZ 
PUT 
LTR 
BNZ 
B 

DS 

DS 

DS 

Example 15: Keyed Direct Update 

Assumptiohs. Records are moved to and from a work area(only option). 
They are of variable-length, up to 120 bytes(with some lengths changed by 
update). The search argument is a full key offive bytes, compared equal. 

MACRF=(KEY,DIR,OUT) 
ACB=INPUT, 
AREA=IN,AREALEN=120, 
OPTCD=(KEY,DIR, 
UPD,KEQ,FKS,MVE) , 
ARG=KEYAREA,KEYLEN=5 

RPL=UPDATE 
15,15 
ERROR 
1,UPDATE 
RPL= (1) , 
RECLEN=(O) 
15,15 
CHECKO 
O,RLNGTH 

STORE 
O,length 

1,UPDATE 
RPL=(1), 
RECLEN=(O) 
15,15 
CHECKO 
RPL=UPDATE 
15,15 
ERROR 
LOOP 

CL120 

CL5 

F 

UPD indicates the record 

may be stored back (or 

deleted) . 


Put RPL address in register 1. 

Display the length of the 

record. 


Save the record length. 

Update the record. Does the 

update change the record's 

length? 

No, length not changed. 

Yes, load new length into 

register O. 

Put RPL address in register 1. 

Modify length indication in 

the request parameter list. 


Request was not accepted 

or failed. 
Display or 
failed. 

Work area 
updating, 
record 

modification 

for retrieving, 
and storing a 

Search argument for 

retrieving a record. 

Area for displaying the 

length of a retrieved record. 


Discussion. You cannot update records in the I/O buffer. A direct GET for 
update positions VSAM at the record retrieved, in anticipation of storing 
back (or deleting) the record. This positioning also allows you to switch to 
sequential access to retrieve the next record. 

You do not have to store back a record that you retrieve for update, but if 
you wish to store it back you must do so before another retrieval, (using the 
same RPL). Or else, use two RPLs with STRNO=2, one RPL is used solely 
for GET OIR with UPO. 
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Example 16: Addressed Sequential Update 

Assumptions. Entry-sequenced file. Records are processed in a work area. 
They are of variable-length, up to 200 bytes long (lengths are not changed by 
updates; the length of a record can never be changed if addressed access is 
used). 

ENTRY ACB MACRF=(ADR,SEQ,OUT) 

ADRUPD RPL ACB=ENTRY, UPD indicates update 
AREA=WORK, (or deletion). 
AREALEN=200, 
OPTCD=(ADR,SEQ,UPD,MVE) 

LOOP GET RPL=ADRUPD 
LTR 15,15 
BNZ ERROR 
LA 1,ADRUPD Put RPL address in register 1. 
SHOWCB RPL=( 1), Find out how long the record is. 

RECLEN=(O) 
LTR 15,15 
BNZ CHECKO 
ST O,RLNGTH Save the record length. 
PUT RPL=ADRUPD 
LTR 15,15 
BNZ ERROR 
B LOOP 

ERROR Request was not accepted 
or failed. 

CHECKO Display failed. 

WORK DS CL200 Record-processing work area. 
RLNGTH DS F Display area for length of 

records. 

Discussion. The RBAs of records in an entry-sequenced file are fixed, and 
free space is not distributed. Therefore, it is not possible to change the length 
of records in an entry-sequenced file. 

Ifyou have inactive records in your entry-sequenced file, you may reuse the 
space they occupy by retrieving the records for update and restoring a new 
record in their place. 

With a key-sequenced file, it is also impossible to change the length of re­
cords by addressed update because the index is not used and VSAM could 
not split a control interval if required because of changing record length. 

Addressed direct update differs from sequential update in the specification of 
an RBA for a search argument. 
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How to Delete a Record: The GET and ERASE Macros 

DELETE ACB 
LIST RPL 

LOOP 	 MVC 

GET 
LTR 
BNZ 

BE 
B 

DELET 	 ERASE 
LTR 
BNZ 
B 

ERROR 

WORK DS 
KEYFIELD DS 

Examples 17 and 18 illustrate deleting a record from a key-sequenced file. 

Example 17: Keyed Direct Deletion 

Assumptions. Records are processed in a work area(only option). They are 
fixed-length, 50 bytes long. Not every record retrieved for deletion is deleted. 
The search argument is a full key,S bytes long, compared equal. 

MACRF=(KEY,DIR,OUT) 

ACB=DELETE, UPD indicates deletion. 

AREA=WORK,AREALEN=50, 

ARG=KEYFIELD, 

OPTCD=(KEY,DIR,UPD,MVE,FKS,KEQ) 


KEYFIELD,table Search argument for retrieval, 

from a table or transaction 

record. 


RPL=LIST 

15,15 

ERROR 


Decide whether to delete 
the record. 


DELET 

LOOP No, retrieve the next record. 

RPL=LIST Yes, delete the record. 

15,15 

ERROR 

LOOP 


Request was not accepted 
or failed. 


CL50 Examine the data record here. 

CL5 Search argument. 


Discussion. When you retrieve a record for deletion (OPTCD=UPD, same as 
retrieval for update), VSAM is positioned at the record retrieved, in anticipa­
tion of a suceeding ERASE (or PUT) request for that record. You are not 
required to issue such a request, however. Another GET request nullifies any 
previous positioning for deletion or update. 

Keyed sequential retrieval for deletion varies from direct in not using a 
search argument(except for possible use of the POINT macro). Skip sequen­
tial retrieval for deletion (OPTCD=(SKP,UPD) has the same effect as direct, 
but it is faster or slower depending on the number of control intervals seper­
ating the records being retrieved. 
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Example 18: Addressed Sequendal Deletion 

Assumptions. Records are processed in a work area. They are ftxed-Iength, 
100 bytes long. A key-sequenced ftle (you cannot delete records from an 
entry-sequenced ftle.) Not every record retrieved for deletion is deleted. 
Skipping is effected by issuing the POINT macro. 

DELETE ACB 

REQUEST RPL 

LOOP 

B 
MVC 

POINT 

LTR 
BNZ 

RETRIEVE GET 
LTR 
BNZ 

BE 
B 

DELET 	 ERASE 
LTR 
BNZ 
B 

ERROR 

ADDR 	 OS 

WORK 	 DS 

MACRF=(ADR,SEQ,OUT) 


ACB=DELETE, UPO indicates deletion. 

AREA=WORK, 

AREALEN=100, 

ARG=ADDR, 

OPTCD=(ADR,SEQ,UPD,MVE) 


Decide whether you need to 
skip to another position 
(forward or backward). 

RETRIEVE 	 No, bypass the POINT. 
ADDR,RBA value 	 Yes, move search argument for 


POINT into search-argument 

field. 


RPL=REQUEST 	 Position VSAM to the record 
to be retrieved next. 


15,15 

ERROR 

RPL=REQUEST 

15,15 

ERROR 


Decide whether to delete 
the record. 


DELET 

LOOP No, skip ERASE. 
 J 
RPL=REQUEST Yes, delete the record. 

15,15 

ERROR 

LOOP 


Request was not accepted 
or failed. 

F RBA search argument for 

POINT. 


CL100 Work area. 


Discussion. Addressed deletion is allowed only for a key-sequenced ftle. The 
records of an entry-sequenced ftle are ftxed, both in their existence and in 
their location. 

J 
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Sharing Resources among Files 
Normally, buffers and contro~ blocks are allocated statically to a file at the 
time the file is opened; they are freed when the file is closed. As long as the 
file is open, these buffers and control blocks cannot be used by another file. 

The Shared Resource facility, however allows you to share buffers, I/O 
control blocks, and channel programs among several VSAM files within a 
partition and manage I/O buffers. These buffers and control blocks are 
allocated out of a common resource pool at the time you issue an I/O 
request for a file. When the request is satisfied, the same buffers and control 
blocks can be assigned to another file (for direct requests). 

Sharing these resources optimizes their use and also reduces the amount of 
virtual storage required (the working set) per partition. The facility is 
especially useful in an environment in which (a) many VSAM files are open 
and it is therefore difficult to predict the amount of activity that will occur 
at a given time, or(b) each transaction may refer to several files. 

Managing I/O buffers includes: 

• 	 Deferring write operations for direct PUT requests, thus reducing the 
number of I/O operations 

• 	 Correlating deferred requests by a transaction ID 

• 	 Writing out buffers whose writing has been deferred 

Managing I/O buffers should enable you to speed up direct processing of 
VSAM files whose activity is unpredictable. 

When you share resources for sequential access, you have to establish 
positioning before you can issue your initial retrieval request, because with 
shared resources VSAM does not automatically position itself at the begin­
ning of a file opened for sequential access. You establish positioning by 
issuing a POINT macro or a direct GET with the RPL operand 
OPTCD=NSP. Also note that you may not use shared resources to load 
records into an empty file. 

The macros you use to share resources and write I/O buffers are: 

• BLDVRP (build VSAM resource pool) 

• DLVRP (delete VSAM resource pool) 

• WRTBFR (write buffer) 

In addition the SHOWCAT macro is provided to display, for non-open 
files, the catalog information needed for the proper specification of some of 
the BLDRVP operands. 

The ACB, RPL, SHOWCB, MODCB, and TESTCB macros have been 
extended to provide for sharing resources and managing I/O buffers. 

The use of these macros is described in this chapter. The operand notations 
and the parameter lists for these macros are described in Appendixes F and 
G, respectively. 

Providing a Resource Pool 
To share resources, you must: 

• 	 Issue the BLDVRP macro to build a resource pool 

• 	 Code the LSR option in the MACRF operand in the ACBs of your files, 
and 

• 	 Issue OPEN to connect these files to the resource pool. 
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Deciding How Big a Pool to Provide 
You have to provide a resource pool before any clusters or alternate indexes 
are opened to use it. Specifying the BUFFERS, KEYLEN, and STRNO 
operands of the BLDVRP macro requires knowledge of the size of the control 
intervals, data records (if spanned), and key fields in the components that will 
use the resource pool and knowledge about the way the components are 
processed. (See "Format of the BLDVRP Macro" below.) 

Displaying Information about an Unopened File 
The SHOWCAT macro enables you to get information about a component 
before its cluster or alternate index is opened. The program that is to issue 
BLDVRP can issue SHOWCAT on all of the components to find out the 
sizes of control intervals, records, and keys. This information enables the 
program to calculate values for the BUFFERS and KEY LEN operands of 
BLDVRP. 

Displaying Statistics about a Buffer Pool. 
You can get statistics about the usage of buffer pools to determine how you 
could improve a previous definition of a resource pool and the mix of files 
that use it. The SHOWCB macro enables you to get statistics about a buffer 
pool. The statistics are available from an ACB that describes an open file that 
is using the buffer pool. They reflect the usage of the buffer pool from the 
time it was built to the time SHOWCB is issued. All of the statistics except 
one are for a single buffer pool. To get statistics for the whole resource pool, 
issue SHOWCB for each buffer pool in it. 

The statistics cannot be used to redefine the resource pool while it is in use. 
You have to make adjustments the next time you build it. 

BLDVRP: Building a Resource Pool 
To share resources, you must provide a resource pool which you build by 
issuing the BLDVRP (build the VSAM resource pool) macro. Issuing 
BLDVRP·causes VSAM to share the I/O buffers, I/O control blocks, and 
channel programs of those files whose ACBs indicate the local shared re­
source (LSR) option. (See "OPEN: Connecting a File to a Resource Pool," 
below.) Control blocks and channel programs are shared automatically; you 
can control the sharing of buffers. 

When issuing BLDVRP, you must specify one or more buffer pools within the 
resource pool, and also the size and number of buffers in each buffer pool. A 
file uses the buffer pool whose buffer size exactly matches the file's control 
interval size or, if this size is not available, the buffer pool with the next­
larger buffer size. The file uses only the one buffer pool. 

Format of the BLDVRP Macro 
When you issue a BLDVRP macro, register 13 must contain the address of a 
72-byte save area that you are providing. When you issue a BLDVRP macro 
from within one of your exit routines such as LERAD or SYNAD, your 
program must provide a second 72-byte save area for use by VSAM, because 
the original save area is still in use by the external VSAM routine. The 
BLDVRP macro has the following format: 

[name] BLDVRP 	 BUFFERS=(size(number) 
,size(number), ... ), 
STRNO=number 
[ ,KEYLEN=length] 
[,MF={LI (e,{addressl (1)})}] 
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L 
BUFFERS=(size(number),size(number), ... ) 

specifies the size and the number of buffers in each buffer in the resource 
pool. The number of buffer pools in the resource pool is implied by the 
number of size(number) pairs you specify. The buffer sizes· should normal­
ly be set equal to the control interval sizes of the files to be processed. 
(You can find out the cont:ol interval size of a file by issuing the SHOW­
CAT macro for that file.) Ifyou do not specify the exact buffer(=control 
interval)size for a file, VSAM will use buffers from the buffer pool with 
the next larger buffer size. 

When you process a key-sequenced file, the index component, as well as 
the data component, shares the buffers of a buffer pool. When you use an 
alternate index to process a base cluster, the components of the alternate 
index and the base cluster share buffers. The components of alternate 
indexes in an upgrade set share buffers. Buffers of the appropriate size and 
number must be provided for all of these components, each ofwhich uses 
the buffer pool whose buffers are exactly the right size or the next-larger 
size. 

size is 512, 1024, 2048, 4096, or so on in increments of 4096 to a maximum 
of 32K bytes. 

number is at least 3. 

KEYLEN=length 
specifies the maximum key length of the files that are to share the resource 
pool. The default is 255. 

The keys whose lengths must be provided for are the prime key of each 
key-sequenced file and the alternate key of each alternate index that is 
used for processing or is upgraded. The key length (relative record num­
ber) of a relative record file is 4. If the buffer pool is to contain for entry­
sequenced files only, specify KEYLEN=O. (You can find out the key 
length of a file by issuing the SHOWCAT macro for that file.) 

MF=L 
indicates that this is the list form ofBLDVRP. The list form builds a 
parameter list when the macro is assembled-it is not executable. Ifyou do 
not specify STRNO in the list form ofBLDVRP, you must specify it in the 
execute form. 

The list form of the BLDVRP macro is especially useful when the buffer 
sizes of the VSAM files are not known. In that case you can first retrieve 
from the VSAM catalog the control interval sizes of the files to be proc­
essed via the SHOWCAT macro and then enter these values in the 
BSDVRP parameter list. 

The format of the BLDVRP parameter list is described in Appendix G. 

MF= ( E , { addre s s I ( 1 ) } ) 
indicates that this is the execute form ofBLDVRP. address is the address 
ofthe parameter list built by the list form of BLDVRP. 

Ifyou use register notation, you may use register 1, as well as any register 
from 2 through 12. The execute form puts the address of the parameter list 
in register 1 and passes control to VSAM to process the list. You may, 
however, first change the values for STRNO and/or KEYLEN (which are 
both optional in the execute form ofBLDVRP). BUFFERS may not be 
specified in the execute form ofBLDVRP, because this operand affects the 
length of the parameter list. 

Chapter 5: VSAM Macro Instruction Format 5-75 



If the MF operand is omitted, the standard form of the BLDVRP macro is 
assumed, which builds a parameter list, puts its address in register 1, and 
passes control to VSAM to processs the list. 

STRNO=nurnber 
specifies the maximum number of requests that may be issued concurrent­
ly for all of the files that are to share the resource pool. The number must 
be at least one and no more than 255. 

Ifyou want to fmd out how effectively your resource pool is utilized 
during execution, you can display the maximum number of requests which 
were concurrently active since the resource pool was built by issuing a 
SHOWCB ACB= ...,FIELDS=(STRMAX) in your processing program. 
Depending on the result, you may want to redefine STRNO=number the 
next time you build your resource pool. (You cannot redefine the pool 
while it is in use.) 

The ACB specified in the SHOWCB macro can be any ACB that describes 
an open file that is using the resource pool. 

Return Codes from BLDVRP 
When VSAM returns to your processing program after a BLDVRP request, 
register 15 contains one of the following return codes: 

Return Code Meaning 
Dec Hex 

0 X'OO' VSAM completed the request. 
4 X'04' A resource pool already exists in the partition. 
12 X'OC' The request was not executed bycause an error was encountered 

while VSAM routines were being loaded. 
20 X'I4' STRNO is less than one or greater than 255. 
24 X'IS' BUFFERS is specified incorrectly; size or number is invalid. 

OPEN: Connecting a File to a Resource Pool 
After having built a resouce pool you cause a file to use that pool by speci­
fying LSR in the MACRF operand of the file's ACB before you open the file: 

ACB MACRF= ( ••• [ , LSR I , NSR] ••• ) 

NSR, the default, indicates that the file will not use shared resources. 

When you have specified LSR in the ACB, VSAM ignores the BUFND, 
BUFNI, BUFSP, and STRNO operands, because it uses the BUFFERS and 
STRNO values that you have specified in the BLDVRP macro. 

Restrictions: UBF (user buffering) may not be specified together with LSR. 
LSR may not be specified in the ACB of an empty file (which implies that the 
file is to be loaded). 

Apart from the standard error codes from Open you may get additional error 
codes in the ACB ERROR field when you try to open a file with the LSR 
option. These error codes are listed in VSE/ VSAM Messages and Codes. 

DLVRP: Deleting a Resource Pool 
After all the files using the resource pool have been closed, you must delete 
the resource pool by issuing the DLVRP (delete VSAM resource pool) 
macro. 

If you do not delete the resource pool with the DLVRP macro, it will auto­
matically be deleted at the end of the job step, because it resides in virtual 
storage, which is invalidated at the end of a job step. 
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Managing I/O Buffers 

Deferring Write Requests 

When you issue a DLVRP macro, register 13 must contain the address of a 
72-byte save area that you are providing. When you issue a DL VRP macro 
from within one ofyour exit routines such as LERAD or SYNAD, your 
program must rpovide a second 72-byte save area for use by VSAM, because 
the original save area is still in use by the external VSAM routine. 

The DL VRP macro has the following format: 

[name] DLVRP 

No operand is required with the DLVRP macro. 

When VSAM returns to your processing program after a DLVRP request, 
register 15 contains one of the following return codes: 

Return Code Meaning 
Dec Hex 

o X'OO VSAM completed the request. 

4 X'04' There is no resource pool to be deleted. 

8 X'08' There is at least one other open file using the resource pool. 

12 X'OC' The request was not executed because an error was encountered 


while VSAM routines were being loaded. 

Managing I/O buffers includes: 

• 	 Deferring writes for direct PUT requests, which reduces the number of 
I/O operations 

• 	 Writing buffers that have been modified by related requests. 

• 	 Writing out buffers whose writing has been deferred. 

VSAM normally writes out the contents of a buffer immediately for direct 
PUT requests. With shared resources, however, you can cause write opera­
tions for direct PUT requests to be deferred. Buffers are fmally written out: 

• 	 When you issue the WRTBFR macro. 

• 	 When VSAM needs a buffer to satisfy a GET request. 

• 	 When a file using a buffer pool is closed. (Temporary CLOSE is ineffec­
tive - a no-op - against a file that is sharing buffers; nor does ENDREQ 
cause buffers in a resource pool to be written.) 

Deferring writes saves I/O operations in cases where subsequent requests can 
be satisfied by the data in the buffer pool. Data processing performance with 
VSAM will be improved if control intervals are updated more than once. 

You indicate that writes are to be deferred by coding the MACRF DFR 
option in the ACB, along witl). MACRF=LSR: 

ACB MACRF= ( LSR [ ,DFR INDF] ••. ) 

NDF, the default, indicates that writes are not to be deferred for direct PUTs. 

The DFR option is incompatible with SHAREOPTIONS(4). 
(SHAREOPTIONS is a parameter of the DEFINE command of Access 
Method Services.) A request to open a file with SHAREOPTIONS(4) for 
deferred writes is rejected. 
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Relating Deferred Requests by Transaction-ID 
You can relate action requests (GET, PUT, etc.) according to transaction by 
specifying the same ID in the RPLs that define the requests. 

The purpose of relating the requests that belong to a transaction is to enable 
WRTBFR to cause all of the modified buffers used for this transaction to be 
written out together. When the WRTBFR request is complete, the transac­
tion is physically complete. To relate requests, specify: 

RPL TRANSID=number, ... 

TRANSID=number 
specifies a number from 0 to 31. A number from 1 to 31 relates the 
request(s) defined by this RPL to the requests defined by other RPLs with 
the same transaction ID. The number 0, which is the default, indicates 
that the request dermed by this RPL is not associated with other requests. 

You can find out what transaction ID an RPL has by issuing SHOWCB or 
TESTCB: 

SHOWCB FIELDS=( [TRANSID], ••. ) 

TRANSID requires one fullword in the display work area. 

TESTCB TRANSID=number, ... 

You can also change the transaction ID of an RPL by issuing the MODCB 
macro: 

MODCB TRANSID=number 

WRTBFR: Writing Buffers Whose Writing Has Been Deferred 
If DFR is specified in the ACB of any file that is using a resource pool, you 
can use the WRTBFR (write buffer) macro to write: 

• 	 All modified buffers for a given file 

• 	 All modified buffers in the resource pool 

• 	 The least recently used modified buffers in each buffer pool in the resource 
pool 

• 	 All buffers that have been modified by requests with the same transaction 
ID (see "Relating Deferred Requests by Transaction ID" above). 

You can specify the DFR option in an ACB without using the WRTBFR to 
write buffers - a buffer will be written when VSAM needs one to satisfy a 
GET request, or all modified buffers will be written when the last of the files 
that uses them is closed. 

Using WRTBFR can improve performance, if you schedule WRTBFR to 
overlap other processing. 

VSAM notifies the processing program when there are no more unmodified 
buffers into which to read the contents of a control interval. (VSAM would 
be forced to write buffers when another GET request required an I/O opera­
tion.) VSAM sets register 15 to 0 and puts 12 (X'OC') in the feedback 
(FDBK) field of the RPL that dermes the PUT request that detects the 
condition. 

VSAM also notifies the processing program when there are no buffers avail­
able to process your request. This is a logical error (register 15 contains 8 
unless an exit is taken to a LERAD routine); the feedback (FDBK) field in 
the RPL contains 152 (X'98'). You may retry the request; it will get a buffer 
if one has been freed. 
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In addition, VSAM will notify the processing program when the number of 
active requests exceeds the STRNO value specified in the BLDVRP macro 
(reg. IS=X'08', RPL FDBK=X'40'). 

Format of the WRTBFR Macro 
When you issue a WRTBFR Macro, register 13 must contain the address ofa 
72-byte save area that you are providing. When you issue a WRTBFR 
Macro from within one of your exit routines such as LERAD or SYNAD, 
your program must provide a second 72-byte save area for use by VSAM, 
because the original save area is still in use by the external VSAM routine. 

The format of the WRTBFR Macro is: 

[name] WRTBFR 	 RPL=address, 
TYPE={ALLIDSILRU(percent) ITRN} 

RPL=address 
specifies the address of the request parameter list that defines the 
WRTBFR request. An RPL need not be built especially for the 
WRTBFR; WRTBFR may use an inactive RPL that defmes other 
request(s) (GET, PUT, etc.) for a file that is using the resource pool. 

Only the ACB and the TRANSID operands of the RPL are meaningful 
for WR TBFR; all other RPL operands are ignored. Unlike the other 
action macros (GET, PUT, etc.), WRTBFR assumes that RPLs are not 
chained. 

TYPE={ALLIDSILRU(percent) ITRN} 
specifies what buffers are to be written. 

ALL specifies that all modified buffers in each buffer pool in the resource 
pool are to be written. (Closing all of the files that use a resource pool has 
the same effect.) 

DS specifies that, for the file defined by the ACB to which the WRTBFR's 
RPL is related all modified buffers are to be written. 

LRU(percent) specifies the percentage of the total number of buffers in 
each buffer pool in the resource pool that are to be examined for possible 
writing. The least recently used buffers are examined. (Ifpercent is coded 
in register notation, only registers 1 and 13 may not be used.) 

When using the DFR option it is possible for the buffer pool to become 
saturated with modified buffers. VSAM would then be forced to write out 
a buffer before satisfying any other GET request. To ensure that buffers 
are always available for GET requests (without having to wait for buffers 
to be written) you can periodically force out the least recently used part of 
each buffer pool through the LRU option. To help determine when to do 
this, VSAM sets a non-error return code of 12 (X'OC') in the FDBK field 
of the RPL whenever it determines that the next GET request will have to 
wait for a PUT before it can be satisfied. 

TRN specifies that all buffers in a buffer pool are to be written that have 
been modified by requests with the same transaction ID as the one speci­
fied in the WRTBFR's RPL. Transaction IDs are no longer associated 
with these buffers. 
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Preventing Deadlock in Exclusive Control 
Contention for VSAM data (the contents of a control interval) can lead to 
deadlocks, in which a processing program is prevented from continuing J 

SHOWCATMacro 

because its request for data cannot be satisfied. 

Your processing program gets exclusive control of a buffer (control interval) 
whenever you issue a GET for update (RPL option OPTCD=UPD) to 
retrieve a record from that buffer. You are responsible for preventing a 
deadlock by releasing as soon as possible the buffer for which another request 
may be waiting. Two requests, for example, A and B, may engage in four 
different contests: 

1. 	A wants exclusive control, but B has exclusive control (OPTCD=UPD). 
VSAM refuses A's request - A must either do without the data or retry its 
request. 

2. A wants exclusive control, but B has read-only access to the data 
(OPTCD=NUP). VSAM gives A a separate copy of the data. 

3. A wants read-only access to the data (NUP), but B has exclusive control. 
VSAM refuses A's request - A must either do without the data or retry its 
request. 

4. A has read-only access to the data, and B has read-only access. VSAM 
gives A a separate copy of the data. 

VSAM's action in a contest for data rests on the assumptions that, if a proc­
essing program has exclusive control of the data (OPTCD=UPD), it will (or 
at least might) update or delete it and that, if a processing program is updat­
ing or deleting the data, it has exclusive control of it. 

IIi contests 1 and 3, B is responsible for giving up exclusive control of a 
control interval by way of an ENDREQ or a request for access to a different J 
control interval. (The RPL that defmes the ENDREQ or request is the one 
that was used to acquire exclusive control in the first place.) 

The SHOWCAT (show, or display, the catalog) macro enables you to retrieve 
information from a catalog about any non-open file defined in the catalog. 

The entries in a catalog are interrelated. 

More than one entry is required to describe an object and its associated 
objects (for example, a cluster and its data and index components); one entry 
points to one or more other entries, which point to yet others. Figure 5-11 
shows the interrelationship among entries that describe the following types of 
objects: 

• 	 Alternate index (G) 
• 	 Cluster (C) 
• 	 Data component (D) 
• 	 Index component (I) 
• 	 Path (R) 
• 	 Upgrade set (Y) 

For example, an alternate-index entry points to the entries of its data and 
index components, its base cluster, and its path. SHOWCAT enables you to 
follow the arrows pictured in Figure 5-11. You first issue SHOWCAT by 
specifying the 44-byte name (file-ID) of filename of the object you want to 
display. The information VSAM returns to you (only if EXTOPT is not 
specified) includes the control-interval numbers of the catalog entries that 
describe any associated objects. You then issue subsequent SHOWCATs to 
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retrieve information from these associated entries by specifying the control­
interval numbers that VSAM has returned to you. The first time you issue 
SHOWCAT, VSAM searches a specific catalog (according to the following 
order) to locate the entry that describes the object to be displayed: 

1. The job catalog (IJSYSUC) 

2. The master catalog (IJSYSCT), or you can direct VSAM to search a 
catalog other than the job or master catalog by specifying the CATDSN 
and optionally the CATFIL parameters of the SHOWCAT macro. 

You must provide DLBL (and EXTENT) cards for: 

• The master catalog - if the entry is in the master catalog 

• The master and the job catalogs - if the entry is in the job catalog 

• The master catalog - if the entry is in a user catalog. 

VSAM returns to you the address of the ACB that defines the catalog con­
taining the entry to be displayed. The subsequent times you issue 
SHOWCAT, you can specify that address, which causes VSAM to search 
only the corresponding catalog. 

Format of the SHOWCAT Macro 
When you issue a SHOWCAT macro, register 13 must contain the address of 
a 72-byte save area that you are providing. When you issue a SHOWCAT 
macro from within one of your exit routines, such as LERAD or SYNAD, 
your program must provide a second 72-byte save area for use by VSAM, 
because the original save area is still in use by the external VSAM routine. 

The SHOWCAT macro has the following format: 

[name] SHOWCAT 	 {DDNAME INAME ICI=address} 
,AREA=address 
[ ,ACB=address] 
[{,CATDSN=address 
[,CATFIL=address]}] 
[,EXTOPT={VOLSERIHARBADS}] 
[,MF=LI,MF=({EIB} 
, {address I (1)})] 

{DDNAMEINAMEICI=address} 
specifies the address of an area that identifies the catalog entry that con­
tains the desired information. 

DDNAME=address 
Specifies the address of a seven-byte area containing the filename of the 
object to be displayed. The object can be a cluster (C), an alternate index 
(0), or a path (R). Using the indicated filename, SHOWCAT first re­
trieves the corresponding name (file-ID) of the object from the label 
cylinder and then the desired information from the catalog. 

Either this parameter or the NAME or CI parameter must be provided. 
However, when issuing the first SHOWCAT for an object, specify 
DDNAME or NAME. VSAM then supplies the control interval numbers 
of any associated objects for subsequent SHOWCATs (in the work area 
supplied through the AREA operand - see Figure 5-12) 

NAME=address 
specifies the address of a 44-byte area containing the name (file-ID) of the 
object to be displayed. The name is left-justified and padded with blanks 
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Figure 5-11. Interrelationship among Catalog Entries 

on the right. The type of object named must be C, G, R, D, or I. 

Either this parameter or the DDNAME or CI parameter must be specified. 
However, when issuing the first SHOWCAT for an object, specify 
DDNAME or NAME. VSAM then supplies the control interval numbers 
of any associated objects for subsequent SHOWCATs (in the work area 
supplied through the AREA operand - see Figure 5-12). 

CI=address 
specifies the address of a three-byte area that contains the control interval 
number of the catalog entry for the object to be displayed. The entry type 
of the object must be C, G, R, D, I, or Y. (Y can only be retrieved via CI). 

Either this parameter or the DDNAME or NAME parameter must be 
specified. However, when you have already issued a SHOWCAT request 
for an object (with the DDNAME or NAME parameter), you then issue 
any subsequent SHOWCATs for its associated objects by specifying their 
control interval numbers (as returned to you via the previous SHOWCAT 
DDNAME or NAME request). 

The three-byte area must be separate from the work area specified by the 
AREA operand, even though VSAM returns a control interval number in 
the work area. 

AREA=address 
specifies the address ofa work area in which the catalog information is to 
be displayed. The first two bytes of this area must contain the length of the 
area, including these two length bytes. 

The minimum size of the area is 64 bytes; (unless EXTOPT is specified 
(with EXTOPT the minimum size is 28 bytes); if it is smaller than the 
minimum size, you get a return code of 4 in register 15 and you can re­
issue the SHOWCAT macro with a larger size. The format of the work 
area is described in Figure 5-12. 

ACB=address 
specifies the address of the ACB that defines the catalog containing the 
entry to be displayed. You issue the first SHOWCAT without ACB 
specified; VSAM searches the master catalog and, if provided, the job 
catalog or user catalog for the specified object and returns to you the 
address ofthe ACB that dermes the containing catalog (in the work area 
supplied through the AREA operand - see Figure 5-12). When you 
subsequently issue SHOWCAT, you can specify that ACB address, which 
causes VSAM to go directly to the correct catalog without searching other 
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catalogs first. You should always include the A CB parameter when you 
specify CI instead of NAME. 

CATDSN=address[,CATFIL=address] 
CATDSN specifies the address of a 44-byte area containing the name 
(file-ID) of the catalog to be searched. 

CATFIL specifies the address of an 8-byte area containing the filename of 
the catalog to be searched. File-ID and filename must be the same as those 
specified in the DLBL statement (if one is provided) for the catalog. 
CATDSN must always be specified if CATFIL is specified. CATFIL is 
always optional. You use these parameters to override the established 
order in which catalogs are searched. (VSAM always searches only one 
catalog for a specific entry.) That is, you must specify CATDSN if the 
object to be displayed is (l) not in the job or master catalog, or (2) in the 
master catalog and not the job catalog (in the case where filenames 
IJSYSUC and IJSYSCT are both specified). 

EXTOPT={VOLSERI HARBADS} 
indicates that either the volume serial number of the file's primary alloca­
tion volume (VOLSER) or the high allocated RBA for the file 
(HARBADS) is to be returned to you. This operand can only be issued for 
a D or I type catalog record. 

The data returned for the EXTOPT operand replaces the associated object 
information in the user return area. If you need the associated object 
information as well as the EXTOPT data, you must issue separate 
SHOWCAT macros. 

MF=L 
specifies that the list form of the SHOWCA T macro is required. The list 
form builds a parameter list when the macro is assembled; it is not execut­
able. AREA and {DDNAMEICIINAME} are optional in the list form; if 
you do not specify them in the list form they must be specified in the 
execute form. In the list form, the operand addresses cannot be expressed 
in register notation. The format of the SHOWCAT parameter list is 
described in Appendix G. 

MF= ( {E I B} , {addre s s I ( 1 ) } ) 
specifies that the execute form of the SHOWCA T macro is required. 

E indicates that the parameter list, whose address is given in address or in 
a register, is to be passed to VSAM for processing. 

B indicates that the parameter list is to be built or modified, but is not to 
be passed to VSAM. This form of the macro is similar to the list form, 
except that it works at execution time and can modify a parameter list, as 
well as build it. 

To build a parameter list, first issue SHOWCAT with only MF=(B, ... ) 
specified, to zero out the area in which it will be built. 

address gives the address of the parameter list. If you use register notation, 
you may use register I, as well as a register from 2 through 12. Register 1 
is used to pass the parameter list to VSAM (ifMF=E). 

If the MF operand is omitted, the standard form ofthe SHOWCAT macro 
is assumed, which builds the parameter list, puts its address in register 1, 
and passes control to VSAM to process the list. 
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Return Codes from SHOWCAT 
When VSAM returns to your processing program after a SHOWCAT re­
quest, register 15 contains one of the following return codes: 
Return 
Code 	 Meaning 
0(0) 	 VSAM completed the request. 
4 (4) 	 The area specified in the AREA operand is less than the 

minimum required (64 bytes) or is too small to display all 
associated objects (as many objects as possible are displayed). 

8 (8) Either the ACB address is invalid or the VSAM master 
catalog does not exist or could not be opened. 

12 (OC) The request was not executed because an error was encout­
ered while VSAM routines were being loaded (see Note). 

20 (14) The named object or control interval does not exist (see Note). 
24 (18) An I/O error occurred in gaining access to the catalog (see 

Note). 
28 (lC) The specified CI number is invalid. 
32 (20) The specified object is not a C, D, G, I, R, or Y type of object 

(see Note). 
36 (24) The information in the catalog is at a different level than that 

in theCRA. 
40 (28) An unexpected error code was returned from catalog manage­

ment to the SHOWCAT processor (see Note). 
44 (2C) An error occurred in searching the label area for the file-ID 

corresponding to the specified filename (see Note). 
48 (3) EXTOPT field name is not valid for SHOWCAT. 
52 (34) EXTOPT specified, but record type not D or I. 

Ifa return code of 0 was passed in register 15, the requested catalog informa­
tion is returned in the work area which you have supplied through the AREA 
operand and whose format is shown in Figure 5-12. 

Note: In case the SHOWCAT return code in register IS is 12, 20, 24, 28, 36, 40, 44, or 52, the 
work area contains the return code and reason code issued by VSAM catalog management as 
well as the module ID of the catalog management module in which the error was detected. The J 
format of the work area is then as follows: 

Offset Length Description 

o 2 Length of work area 
2 2 VSAM catalog return code· or (for return code 44) VSAM 

error code 
4 2 VSAM catalog reason code· 
6 2 VSAM catalog management module ID 

• For an explanation of the codes, see "Appendix 2: Access Method Services and 
Return Codes" in VSE/VSAM Messages and Codes. 
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Offset Length DeSCriptiCHl 
0(0) 2 Length of the work area, including the length of this field (provided by you). 
2(2) 2 Length oft1te work area actually used by VSAM, including the length of this field and the preceeding field. 
4(4) 4 The address of the ACB that defined the catalog that contains the entry which is to be displayed. 
8(8) Type of object about which information is returned: 

C Cluster 
D Data Component 
G Alternate index 
I Index 
R Path 
Y Upgrade set 

The following fields contains one set of information for C, G, R, and Y types and another set for D and I types: 

For C. G. R. and Y types: 
9(9) I 

IO(A) 2 

12(C) I 
13(D) 3 
16( 10) 

For 0 and I types: 
9(9) I 
IO(A) 2 

12(C) 2 
14(E) 4 
18(12) 4 
22(16) 2 

24(18) I 
25(19) 3 
28(1C) 

For C and Y types: reserved 
ForO type: 
x... .... The alternate index might (I) or might not (0) be a member of an upgrade set. The way to find out for 

sure is to display information for the upgrade set of the base cluster and check whether it contains 
control interval numbers of entries that describe the components of the alternate index. Figure 5-11 
shows you how to get from the alternate index's catalog entry to the entries that describe its components 
(G to C to D to Y to D and I) . 

.xxx xxxx Reserved. 
ForR type: 
x... .... The path is (I) or is not (0) defined with the UPDATE attribute (for upgrading alternate indexes) . 
.xxx xxxx Reserved. 
The number of pairs of fields that follow. Each pair of fields identifies another catalog entry that describes an object 
associated with this C, G, R, or Yobject. The possible types of associated objects are: 
With C: D, G, I, R. 
With G: C, D, I, R. 
With R: C, D, G, I. 

With Y: D,I. 

Figure 5-11 shows how the catalog entries for all these objects are interrelated. 

Type of associtated object the entry describes. 

The control-interval number of its first record. 

Next pair of fields, and so on. If the area is too small to display a pair of fields for each associated object, VSAM 

displays as many pairs as possible and returns a code of 4 in register 15. 

Each pair of fields occupies 4 bytes, except Y -type entries which require 8 bytes (4 for the data component and 4 for 

the index component of the alternate index in the upgrade set). 


Reserved. 

Relative position of the prime key in records in the data component. For the data component of an entry-sequenced 

or a relative record file there is no prime key, and this field is O. 

Length of the prime key. 

Control-interval size of the data or index component. 

Maximum record size of the data or index component. 

The number of pairs for fields that follow. Each pair of fields identifies another catalog entry that describes an 

object associated with this D or I object. The possible types ofassociated objects are: 

With D: C, G, Y. 

With I: C, G. 

Figure 5-11 shows how the catalog entries for all these objects are interrelated. 

Type of associated object the entry describes. 

The control-interval number of its first record. 

Next pair of fields, and so on. Fields for all associated objects can always be displayed (with the minimum AREA 

size specified). 


Figure 5-12. Format of SHOW CAT Work Area 
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Appendix A: Sample Job Streams 

The following sample job streams demonstrate many of the functions provid­
ed by Access Method Services. They are intended to be used only as a guide 
for the coding ofyour own job streams. They are not intended to be coded 
exactly as shown and used by an installation because the user data that is 
necessary to run the jobs is not provided herein. 

Note: No DLBL statement for master catalog AMASTCAT appears in the 
following examples because it is assumed that the following required DLBL 
statement (that is / / DLBL IJSYSCT , , AMASTCAT' , , VSAM) has been placed 
in the permanent label area. 

Example 1: Define a System's Catalogs 
Before running jobs or, in the following cases, examples, the master catalog 
must be defmed. In this example, the master catalog and one user catalog are 
defmed. Both catalogs are password protected. The master catalog is defmed 
with the RECOVERABLE attribute; the user catalog is not. The data space 
for each catalog is defmed to be 15 cylinders. The amount ofspace explicitly 
specified for the data and index components ofeach catalog is taken from its 
respective catalog data space. Since the data space for both the data and 
index components is less than the total catalog data space, the remaining 
catalog data space is available for suballocation. The master catalog resides 
on volume VSEROI and the user catalog on volume VSER02. These volumes 
cannot be referenced by other VSAM catalogs, since they now belong to the 
catalog which they contain. 

In the DEFINE command for D27UCA T 1, a data space of 15 cylinders is 
defmed and assigned to class 7 data space. The user catalog is immediately 
suballocated 4 of the cylinders in this class 7 space; the remaining 3 cylinders 
ofclass 7 space is available for later suballocation. 

IJSYSCT,'AMASTCAT' "VSAM 
EXAMPL01 

NAME (AMASTCAT) ­
MRPW(MCATMRPW) ­
UPDPW(MCATUPPW) ­
RDPW(MCATRDPW) ­
TO(99999) ­
ATT(3) ­
CODE (BEQUIET) ­
RECOVERABLE ­

TRK(300) ­
ORIGIN(20) .,... 

VOL (VSER01 ) ­

) ­
DATA ­
( CYL(S,1» ­
INDEX ­
( CYL(3» 
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IF LASTCC = 0 ­
THEN ­

DEFINE UCAT­
( 	NAME(D27UCAT1) ­

MRPW(UCATMRPW) ­
UPDPW(UCATUPPW) ­

I 	 RDPW(UCATRDPW) ­
FOR(365) ­
(FILE(VOL2) ­
CYL(15) -. 

) ­
DATA ­
( CYL(3,1)) ­
INDEX ­
( CYL( 1)) ­
CATALOG (AMASTCAT/MCATUPPW) 

/. 

/& 


Explanatioll ofShaded Items 

The shaded parameters and job control statements that appear in this exam­
ple are provided only for the convenience of users who are using the old 
(Release I) method ofjob control. Ifyou are using the job control introduced 
in VSE/VSAM Release 2, ignore this section. 

The VOL2 DLBL statement describes the volume on which the user catalog 
is to be defmed. 

The DEFINE MCAT FILE parameter is required and names thefilename of 
the DLBL statement describing the master catalog. Thefilename of the 
DLBL statement for the master catalog must be the same as this name. 

The DEFINE UCAT FILE parameter is required and names thefilename of 
the DLBL statement describing the user catalog. 

Explanatioll ofComllUllUls 

The first DEFINE command defmes the master catalog for the system. 

1. 	 The MCAT parameter is required and NAME specifies the master 
catalog being defmed. 

2. 	 The MRPW parameter specifies the master password of this catalog. 

3. 	 The UPDPW parameter specifies the update password of this catalog. 

4. 	 The RDPW parameter specifies the read password of this catalog. 

5. 	 The TO parameter specifies the maximum retention time. 

6. 	 The ATT parameter specifies the number of allowable attempts for 
catalog password prompting. 

7. 	 The CODE parameter specifies the code for password prompting. 

8. 	 The RECOVERABLE parameter specifies that all catalog entries are to 
be duplicated in a catalog recovery area. Note that one cylinder must 
be available in the catalog's data space for the allocation of the CRA. 

9. 	 The TRK parameter specifies the amount of space to be allocated to the 
catalog's data space. A space parameter is required. 

10. The ORIGIN parameter specifies the beginning track number. 
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11. 	 The VOL parameter is required and specifies the volume containing 
this catalog. 

12. 	 The DATA parameter specifies the amount of space to be allocated to 
the catalog's data component. 

13. 	 The INDEX parameter specifies the amount of space to be allocated to 
the catalog's index component. VSAM adds together the amount of 
space specified via the DATA and INDEX parameters and determines 
the appropriate proportions for each component. 

If the defmition of the master catalog was successful, a second DEFINE 
command defmes a user catalog that resides on volume VSER02. 

1. 	 The UCAT parameter is required and NAME specifies the user catalog 
being defmed. 

2. 	 The MRPW parameter specifies the master password for this catalog. 

3. 	 The UPDPW parameter specifies the update password of this catalog. 

4. 	 The RDPW parameter specifies the read password of this catalog. 

5. 	 The FOR parameter specifies the retention period for this ftle--in this 
case, one year. 

6. 	 The CYL parameter specifies the amount of space to be allocated to the 
data space being defmed. A space parameter is required. 

7. 	 The VOL parameter is required and specifies the volume containing 
this catalog. 

8. 	 The CLASS parameter assigns the data space (specified in the CYL 
parameter) to class 7. The user catalog is suballocated from this space 

9. 	 The DATA parameter specifies the amount ofspace to be allocated to 
the catalog's data component. 

10. 	 The INDEX parameter specifies the amount of space to be allocated to 
the catalog'S index component. VSAM adds together the amount of 
space specified via the DATA and INDEX parameters and determines 
the appropriate proportions for each component. 

II. 	 The CATALOG parameter is required since the master catalog is 
password protected. It specifies the name of the master catalog and its 
update password which is required to defme into a protected catalog. 

Example 2: Defme a VSAM User Catalog and a VSAM Data Space 
This example defmes a user catalog by using the previously-defmed user 
catalog, D27UCATl, as a model. The second DEFINE command defines 
VSAM data space on a volume owned by the master catalog. This allows 
ftles to be suballocated onto this volume. 

This example can be viewed as a logical follow-on to the previous example. 
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DEFINE UCAT­
( NAME(D27UCAT2) ­
. MODEL(D27UCA'T1/UCATMRPW D27UCAT1 _) ­
:: .''''.~ .... 
ORIGIN(20) ­
VOL(VSER03) ­
CYL( 15,5) ­
CLASS(O) ­
NOIMBED ­

) ­
CATALOG (AMASTCAT/MCATUPPW) 

DEFINE SPACE­
( ORIGIN(20) ­
.D 'fn.Jmtl~ 
VOL(VSER04) ­
TRK(40) ­
CLASS(1) ­

) ­
CATALOG (AMASTCAT/MCATUPPW) 

DEFINE SPACE ­
( ORIGIN(60) ­ JME.! 1IIIIiIrmm 

VOL (VSER04) ­
CYL( 10,1) ­

) ­
CATALOG (AMASTCAT/MCATUPPW) 

I­
1& 

IExpitmatioll ofSluuled Items 

The shaded parameters and job control statements that appear in this exam­
ple are provided only for the convenience of users who are using the old 
(Release I) method ofjob control. Ifyou are using the job control introduced 
in VSE/VSAM Release 2, ignore this section. 

The UCATl DLBL statement describes the user catalog defmed in Example 
l. This enables using D27UCATI as a model for the new user catalog named 
D27UCAT2 when explicitly referenced. Since an IJSYSUC job catalog 
DLBL statement is not coded, all other catalog references in the example are 
to the master catalog. 

The VOU DLBL statement describes the volume on which the new user 
catalog is to be defmed. 

The VOL4 DLBL statement is required for the fust space defmition (default 
to class 0) on volume VSER04. 

The VOLS DLBL statement is required for the second space definition, class 
I on volume VSER04. 

The DEFINE UCAT MODEL parameter specifies the name of the catalog to 
be modeled and the master password of that catalog so as to enable the 
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Explanation ofCommands 

catalog's security attributes to be modeled. The catalog will be opened in 
response to the UCAT I dname. 

The DEFINE UCAT FILE parameter is required and names the filename of 
the DLBL statement describing this user catalog being dermed. 

The FILE parameter in both DEFINE SPACE commands is required and 
names the filename of the DLBL statement that describes the volume in 
which space is to be dermed. 

The ftrst DEFINE command dermes a new user catalog modeled with the 
same self-describing attributes of the user catalog dermed in Example I. (The 
IMBED attribute of the model is overridden.) The VOL and space (CYL) 
parameters are required even though modeling is performed. 

l. 	 The UCAT parameter is required and NAME speciftes the user catalog 
being dermed. 

2. 	 The MODEL parameter speciftes the name of the catalog to be mod­
eled and the master password of that catalog so as to enable the 
catalog's security attributes to be modeled. 

3. 	 The ORIGIN parameter indicates 20 is the beginning track number. 

4. 	 The VOL parameter is required and speciftes the volume containing 
this catalog. 

5. 	 The CYL parameter speciftes the amount of space to be allocated to the 
catalog's data space. A space parameter is required. 

6. 	 Tb.e CLASS parameter speciftes the space class for the new user catalog. 
The useclass for the catalog is always the same as the class specifted (in 
this case, 0), overriding the useclass 7 of the model. If the class were not 
explicitly specifted, the model useclass would be used for both the class 
of the space dermed and the useclass of the catalog. 

7. 	 The NOIMBED parameter overrides the imbed attribute of the model 
and speciftes that the index sequence set is not to be imbedded in the 
catalog's data component. 

8. 	 The CATALOG parameter is required since the master catalog is 
password protected. It speciftes the name of the master catalog and its 
update password which is required to derme into a protected catalog. 

The second derme command dermes a VSAM data space on volume VSER04 
and establishes volume ownership by the master catalog, AMASTCAT. All 
subsequent VSAM objects are required to be cataloged in the volume's 
catalog, AMASTCAT. The space is to be assigned to class I. Class I space is 
normally assigned to the ftxed head area of a direct-access storage device, 
although this is not an enforced requirement. In this example, the device type 
is not speciftcally illustrated, so no particular attempt has been made to align 
the class ,1 with the ftxed head area. 

l. 	The SPACE parameter is required. 

2. 	 The ORIGIN parameter indicates that 20 is the beginning track num­
ber. 

3. 	 The VOL parameter is required and speciftes the volume containing 
this data space. 

4. 	 The TRK parameter speciftes the amount of space to be allocated on 
this volume. A space parameter is required. 
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5. The CLASS parameter specifies that the space is to be assigned to class 
1. 

6. 	 The CATALOG parameter is required since the master catalog is 
password protected. It specifies the name of the master catalog and its 
update password which is required to define into a protected catalog. 

The third DEFINE command dermes a second VSAM space on VSER04, 
making possible the suballocation of files onto this volume. The space is 
assigned to class 0 by default. 

1. 	 The SPACE parameter is required. 

2. The ORIGIN parameter indicates that 60 is the beginning track num­

\ ber. 

3. 	 The VOL parameter is required and specifies the volume containing 
this data space. 

4. 	 The CYL parameter specifies the amount of space to be allocated on 
the volume. The space is assigned to class 0 by default. A space param­
eter is required. 

5. 	 The CATALOG parameter is required since the master catalog is 
password protected. It specifies the name of the master catalog and its 
update password which is required to define into a protected catalog. 

Example 3: Define VSAM Files 
This example defines a unique key-sequenced file into the master catalog, a 
suballocated relative-record file into the master catalog, and a suballocated J 
entry-sequenced file into the user catalog D27UCAT2. Execution of the 
LISTCAT commands is dependent upon successful definition of the specified 
file in the preceding DEFINE command. 

Example 3 can be viewed as a logical follow-on to the previous examples. 

II 	JOB EXAMPL03 

.IF OLBL . IJSYSUC, '02 7UCAT2' , , VSAM 
;:*w;:~m.:::;;$.!¥§i~~;M§gR~l 
IIOLBL OFILE",VSAM 
II r§M~~plivSER04,1,0,220,40 
II XFILE ,VSAM 

ER04 1,0,260,20 
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II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 
DEFINE CLUSTER­

( 	 NAME(EXAMPLE.KSDS1) ­
RDPW(KSD1PSWD) ­
FOR(365) ­
VOL(VSER04) ­
BUFSP(12288) ­
RECORDSIZE(400,475) ­
KEYS(12 4) ­
FREESPACE(40,40) ­

) ­
DATA ­
( NAME (EXAMPLE. KSDSl . DATA) ­

UNIQUE ­
CYLINDERS(2 1) ­
FILE(DFILE) ­

) ­
INDEX ­
( NAME(EXAMPLE.KSDS1.INDEX) ­

UNIQUE ­
FILE (XFILE) ­
CYLINDERS(l 1) ­

) ­
CATALOG (AMASTCAT/MCATUPPW) 

IF LASTCC = 0 ­
THEN ­

LISTC ENTRIES (EXAMPLE.KSDS1/KSD1PSWD) ALL ­
CATALOG (AMASTCAT) 

DEFINE CLUSTER­
( 	 NAME(EXAMPLE.RRDS1) ­

VOL(VSER04) ­
TRK(10 5) ­
RECORDSIZE(100 100) ­

%,#....I...!..:.itli:oo::iHtii 
NUMBERED ­

) ­
CATALOG (AMASTCAT/MCATUPPW) 

IF LASTCC=O ­
THEN ­

LISTCAT ENTRIES(EXAMPLE.RRDS1) CLUSTER ALL ­
CATALOG (AMASTCAT) 

DEFINE CLUSTER­
( 	 NAME(EXAMPLE.ESDS1) 

MRPW(ESD1MRPW) ­
UPDPW(ESD1UPPW) ­
VOL(VSER03) ­
SPANNED ­
REUSE ­
NONINDEXED ­
CYL( 1 1) ­
RECORDSIZE(2500 3000) ­

) ­
CATALOG (D27UCAT2/UCATMRPW) 

IF LASTCC = 0 ­
THEN ­

LISTC ENTRIES(EXAMPLE.ESDS1) ALLOC 
1* 
1& 

Explanation ofShaded Items 

The shaded parameters and job control statements that appear in this exam­
ple are provided only for the convenience of users who are using the old 
(Release I) method ofjob control. If you are using the job control introduced 
in VSE/VSAM Release 2, ignore this section. 
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The IJSYSUC DLBL statment describes the user catalog into which the 
entry-sequenced file is to be defined. IJSYSUC is used to designate a user 
catalog as a job catalog. All references will be to th,e job catalog unless 
otherwise directed. 

The DFILE and XFILE DLBL statements describe the data components of 
the data and index components, respectively, of the unique key-sequenced 
file being defined and their corresponding EXTENT statements specify the 
area of disk allocation to be assigned to each component. 

The VOL4 DLBL statement identifies the volume containing the catalog 
recovery area for the relative-record file. 

The FILE parameter is required in the second DEFINE command since the 
file is being defined in a recoverable catalog. It names the filename of the 
DLBL statement describing the volume containing the catalog recovery area. 

Explanation ofJob Control Statements 

1. 	 The IJSYSUC DLBL statement describes the user catalog into which 
the entry-sequenced file is to be dermed. IJSYSUC is used to designate 
a user catalog as a job catalog. All references will be to the job catalog 
unless otherwise directed. 

2. 	 The DFILE and XFILE DLBL statements describe the data compo­
nents of the data and index components, respectively, of the unique 
key-sequenced file being defined and their corresponding EXTENT 
statements specify the area of disk allocation to be assigned to each 
component. Note that the EXTENT statements do not require a sym­
bolic unit specification. J 

Explanation ofCommandsI 
The first DEFINE command dermes a unique key-sequenced file on volume 
VSER04. 

1. 	 The CLUSTER parameter is required and NAME specifies the cluster 
being defined. 

2. 	 The RDPW parameter specifies the read password of this cluster. Since 
no master password is dermed, this password will be propagated up to 
the master level. 

3. 	 The FOR parameter specifies the retention period for this file-in this 
case, one year. 

4. 	 The VOL parameter is required and specifies the volume containing 
this file. 

5. 	 The BUFSP parameter is specified for increased performance. 

6. 	 The RECORDSIZE parameter specifies the average and maximum 
record sizes. 

7. 	 The KEYS parameter specifies the key length and offset from the 
beginning of the record. 

8. 	 The FREESPACE parameter specifies the percentage of space within 
control intervals and control areas, respectively, that is originally free. 

9. 	 The DATA parameter is required if attributes are to be specified for the 
data component. The NAME parameter specifies the name of the data 
component. If a name is not specified, a name is generated. 
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10. 	 The UNIQUE parameter specifies that this portion of the fIle is the only 
one that occupies the data space allocated to it. 

11. 	 A space, in this example CYLINDERS, parameter is required for a 
unique file and the amount of space specified to be allocated to the data 
component must match the space parameters in the corresponding 
EXTENT statement. The secondary allocation quantity is ignored. 

12. 	 The FILE parameter is required for a unique file and names the 
filename of the DLBL statement for the data component. 

13. 	 The INDEX parameter is required ifattributes are to be specified for 
the index component. The NAME parameter specifies the name of the 
index component. If a name is not specified, a name is generated. 

14. 	 The UNIQUE parameter specifies that this portion ofthe file is the only 
one that occupies the data space allocated to it. 

15. 	 The FILE parameter is required for a unique file and names the 
filename of the DLBL statement for the index component. The DLBL 
statement also provides access to the catalog recovery area on VSER04. 

16. 	 A space, in this example CYLINDERS, parameter is required for a 
unique file and the amount of space specified to be allocated to the 
index component must match the space parameters in the correspond­
ing EXTENT statement. The secondary allocation quantity is ignored. 

17. 	 The CATALOG parameter is required since the master catalog is 
password protected. It specifies the name of the master catalog and its 
update password which is required to defme into a protected catalog. 
This parameter is also required because a DLBL statement for the job 
catalog (IJSYSUC) appears in thejob control and this defme must 
therefore be explicitly directed to the master catalog .. 

If the defme of the unique key-sequenced file was successful, then the follow­
ing LISTCA T command is executed. 

1. 	 The ENTRIES and ALL parameters cause the entire catalog descrip­
tion of the file just defmed to be listed. 

2. 	 The CATALOG parameter directs the LISTCA T to the master catalog. 

The second DEFINE command defmes a suballocated relative-record file 
into the VSAM class 0 data space on volume VSER04 which is owned by the 
master catalog. Class 0 is selected by default because of the absence of the 
USECLASS parameter. 

1. 	 The CLUSTER parameter is required and NAME specifies the cluster 
being defmed. 

2. 	 The VOL parameter is required and specifies the volume containing 

this file. 


3. 	 The TRK parameter specifies the amount of space allocated to this file. 
A space parameter is required. 

4. 	 The RECORDSIZE parameter specifies the average and maximum 
record sizes which, in the case of a relative-record (de, must be equal. 

5. 	 The NUMBERED parameter is required to override the default 

(INDEXED). 


6. 	 The CATALOG parameter is required since the master catalog is 
password protected. It specifies the name of the master catalog and its 
update password which is required to defme into a protected catalog. 
This parameter is also required because a DLBL statement for the job 
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catalog (IJSYSUC) appears in the job control and this defme is directed 
to the master catalog. 

If the defme of the suballocated relative-record me was successful, then the 
following LISTCA T command is executed. 

1. 	 The ENTRIES, CLUSTER and ALL parameters cause the entry just 
defmed to be listed, limited, however, to the cluster object. 

2. 	 The CATALOG parameter directs the LISTCA T to the master catalog. 

The third DEFINE command defmes a suballocated entry-sequenced fIle 
into the job catalog (IJSYSUC). Note that no read password was specifted so 
that the cluster can be read without a password. 

1. 	 The CLUSTER parameter is required and NAME specifIes the cluster 
being defmed. 

2. 	 The MRPW parameter speciftes the master password of this cluster. 

3. 	 The UPDPW parameter specifIes the update password of this cluster. 

4. 	 The VOL parameter is required and speciftes the volume containing 
this me. 

S. 	 The SPANNED parameter specifIes that records may span control 
interval boundaries. 

6. 	 The REUSE parameter speciftes that the me can be reused, that is, 
reloaded without being deleted and redefmed. 

1. 	 The NONINDEXED parameter is required to override the default 
(INDEXED). 

8. 	 The CYL parameter specifIes the amount of space to be allocated to this 
me. Space is allocated from class 0 space because of the absence of the 
USECLASS parameter. A space parameter is required. 

9. 	 The RECORDSIZE parameter specifIes the average and maximum 
record sizes. 

10. 	 The CATALOG parameter specifIes the flle- I D of the job catalog. It is 
required only because the catalog is password protected and its update 
password is required for the defme. 

If the defme of the suballocated entry-sequenced me was successful, then the 
following LISTCA T command is executed. 

1. 	 The ENTRIES and ALLOC parameters cause the me entry just defmed 
to be listed, limited, however, to only volume and allocation informa­
tion. 

2. 	 The absence ofa CATALOG parameter implicitly directs the 
LISTCAT to the job catalog (IJSYSUC). 

Example 4: Defme NonVSAM and VSAM FOes 
This example defmes anonVSAM me into a user catalog, and VSAM key­
sequenced and entry-sequenced fIles into the master catalog. Attributes for 
the entry-sequenced me are modeled from those of the entry-sequenced me 
defmed in Example 3. 

Example 4 can be viewed as a logical follow-on to the previous examples. 
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II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 
DEFINE NONVSAM­

( 	NAME (EXAMPLE. NONVSAM 1) ­
VOL(231401) ­
DEVT(2314) ­

) ­
CATALOG(D27UCAT1/UCATUPPW ......) 

IF LASTCC = 0 ­
THEN ­

LISTCAT NONVSAM ALL ­
CATALOG(D27UCAT1 !IIIIII) 

DEFINE CLUSTER­
( NAME (EXAMPLE.KSDS2) ­

MRPW(KSD2MRPW) ­
UPDPW(KSD2UPPW) ­
RDPW(KSD2RDPW) ­

) 	 ­
DATA ­

NAME(EXAMPLE.KSDS2.DATA) 
RECORDS(SOO 100) ­
USECLASS(O 0) ­
EXCEPTIONEXIT(DATEXIT) 
ERASE ­
FREESPACE(20 10) ­
KEYS(6 4) ­
RECORDSIZE(80 100) ­
ORDERED ­
VOL(VSER04 VSER01) ­

) ­
INDEX ­
( NAME(EXAMPLE.KSDS2.INDEX) ­

USECLASS (1 P) ­
IMBED ­
VOL (VSER04) ­

) ­
CATALOG (AMASTCAT/MCATUPPW) 

IF LASTCC = 0 ­
THEN ­

LISTCAT DATA ALL ENT(EXAMPLE.KSDS2/KSD2MRPW) ­
CATALOG (AMASTCAT) 

DEFINE CLUSTER­
( 	NAME(EXAMPLE.ESDS2) ­

MODEL(EXAMPLE.ESDS1/ESD1MRPW) ­
VOLUMES (VSER04) ­
;1il..~Rtlfi:!:~$::
USECLASS (1 0) ­
MRPW(ESD2MRPW) ­
CTLPW(ESD2CTPW) ­
UPDPW(ESD2UPPW) ­
RDPW(ESD2RDPW) ­

) ­
CATALOG (AMASTCAT/MCATUPPW) 
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IF LASTCC = 0 -
THEN -
DO 

LISTC ENTRIES (EXAMPLE. ESDS2/ESD2MRPW) ALL -
CATALOG (AMASTCAT) 

LISTC NAME CATALOG(AMASTCAT) 
END 

1* 
1& 

Expkuultioll ofSluuled Items 

The shaded parameters and job control statements that appear in this exam­
ple are provided only for the convenience ofusers who are using the old 
(Release 1) method ofjob control. Ifyou are using the job control introduced 
in VSE/VSAM Release 2, ignore this section. 

The UCATl DLBL statement describes the user catalog in which the 
non VSAM entry is to be defmed. This catalog can only be referenced by a 
command which explicitly names it. 

The VOlA DLBL statement identifes the volume containing the catalog 
recovery area for both the key-sequenced and entry-sequenced fIles. 

The CATALOG parameter specifying the name of the user catalog is re­
quired because job catalog also appears in the job control, so the parameter 
must explicitly direct the defme to the user catalog. The dname UCATI will 
cause the catalog to be opened. 

The FILE parameter in both DEFINE CLUSTER commands is required 
since the catalog is recoverable and names the filename of the DLBL state­
ment describing the volume containing the catalog recovery area for the 
cluster. 

Expkuultioll ofJob COlllr'oi Stiltelllellts 

1. 	 The IJSYSUC DLBL statement describes the user catalog D27UCAT2 
as a job catalog. It contains the model to be used when defming the 
entry-sequenced fIle in this example. All references will be to this job 
catalog unless otherwise directed. 

The first DEFINE command defmes an existing non VSAM fIle into user 
catalog D27UCATI. 

1. 	 The NONVSAM parameter is required and NAME specifies the 
non VSAM object being defined. 

2. 	 The VOL parameter is required and specifies the volume containing the 
fIle. 

3. 	 The DEVT parameter is required and specifies the device type of the 
volume. 

4. 	 The CATALOG parameter specifying the name of the user catalog is 
required because: 

• 	 A job catalog also appears in the job control so the parameter must 
explicitly direct the defme to the user catalog. 

• 	 The catalog is protected and its update password is required for the 
defme. 
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If the defme of the nonVSAM entry was successful, then the following 
LISTCAT command is executed. 

I. 	 The NONVSAM and ALL parameters cause all the nonVSAM entries 
cataloged in D27UCATl to be listed. 

2. 	 The CATALOG parameter directs the LISTCAT to a specific user 

catalog and opens that catalog. 


The second DEFINE command defmes a key-sequenced file into VSAM 
data space owned by the master catalog. Note that attributes are specified at 
the data and index level rather than the cluster level. 

1. 	 The CLUSTER parameter is required and NAME specifies the name of 
the cluster being defmed. 

2. 	 The MRPW, UPDW, and RDPW parameters specify the master, 

update, and read passwords, respectively, of the cluster. 


3. 	 The DATA component is explicitly named via the NAME parameter; it 
will not have a name generated for it by VSAM. 

4. 	 The RECORDS parameter specifies the amount of space to be allocat­
ed to the data component. Note that no space allocation parameter is 
given for the index component. VSAM will calculate a suitable value 
based on the data component specification. 

5. 	 The USECLASS parameter specifies that the data component is to be 
allocated from class 0 data space. 

6. 	 The EXCEPTIONEXIT parameter specifies the name of the routine to 
be given control if an exception occurs while processing the data com­
ponent. 

7. 	 The ERASE parameter specifies that the data component is to be 

overwritten with binary zeros when it is deleted. 


8. 	 The FREESPACE parameter specifies the percentage of space within 
control intervals and control areas, respectively, that is originally free. 

9. 	 The KEYS parameter specifies the key length and offset. 

10. 	 The RECORDSIZE parameter specifies the average and maximum 

record sizes. 


II. 	 The ORDERED parameter specifies that VSER04 is to be used first 
(Primary). Volume VSERO 1 is to be used only for secondary extensions 
when class 0 space is not available on VSER04. 

12. 	 The VOL parameter specifies the volume (VSER04) containing this 
data component and the volume used for extending the file (VSERO 1). 

13. 	 The INDEX component is explicitly named via the NAME parameter; 
it will not have a name generated for it by VSAM. 

14. 	 The USECLASS parameter specifies that the index component is to be 
allocated from class 1 data space and secondary extensions are also to 
be allocated from class 1. (Class 1 space was established on volume 
VSER04 in Example 2.) 

15. 	 The IMBED parameter specifies that the index sequence set is to be 

placed with the data component. 


16. 	 The VOL parameter specifies the volume containing this index compo­
nent. 

17. 	 The CATALOG parameter is required since the master catalog is 

password protected. It specifies the name of the master catalog and" its 
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update password which is required to defme into a protected catalog. 
This parameter is also required because a DLBL statement for the job 
catalog (IJSYSUC) appears in the job control and this defme must, 
therefore, be explicitly directed to the master catalog. 

If the defme of the key-sequenced me was successful, then the following 
LISTCAT command is executed. 

1. 	 The DATA, ALL, and ENT parameters cause all of the information 

contained in the data component entry to be listed. 


2. 	 The CATALOG parameter directs the LISTCAT to the master catalog. 

The third DEFINE command defmes an entry-sequenced me that uses the 
entry-sequenced me (EXAMPLE.ESDS 1) defmed in Example 3 as a model. 
The protection attributes of the model, the containing volume, and the class 
of space to be used are, however, overridden by explicit specification. The 
define is directed to the master catalog. 

1. 	 The CLUSTER parameter is required and NAME specifies the cluster 
being defmed. 

2. 	 The MODEL parameter specifies the name of the file to be used as a 
model. Note that the new entry-sequenced me is being defmed into the 
master catalog, but the entry-sequenced file to be used as a model is 
defmed in job catalog D27UCAT2. 

3. 	 The VOLUMES parameter specifies a volume (VSER04) different from 
the volume (VSER03) which contains the file being modeled. 

4. 	 The USECLASS parameter overrides the model useclass specification 
of 0 and specifies that the primary allocation for the file is to be taken 
from class 1 space on volume VSER04. However, secondary extensions 
are to be allocated from class 0 space. 

S. 	 The MRPW, CTLPW, UPDPW, and RDPW parameters specify 

passwords difIerentfrom the passwords specified for the file being 

modeled. 


6. 	 The CATALOG parameter is required since the master catalog is 
password protected. It specifies the name of the master catalog and its 
update password which is required to defme into a protected catalog. 
This parameter is also required because a DLBL statement for the job 
catalog (IJSYSUC) appears in the job control and this defme must, 
therefore, be explicitly directed to the master catalog. 

If the define of the entry-sequenced file was successful, then the following 
LISTCAT commands are executed. 

1. 	 The ENTRIES and ALL parameters of the first LISTC command cause 
all the cataloged information in the entry just defmed to be listed. 

2. 	 The CATALOG parameter directs the LISTCAT to the master catalog. 

3. 	 The NAME parameter of the second LISTC command causes only the 
names of the objects cataloged in the master catalog to be listed. 

4. 	 The CATALOG parameter directs the LISTCAT to the master catalog. 
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Example 5: Loading and Printing Files 

This example shows various techniques which can be used to load and print 
flles using the REPRO and PRINT commands. 

Example 5 can be viewed as a logical follow-on to the previous examples. 

JOB 

* NONVSAM INDEXED SEQUENTIAL FIXED FILE 
II DLBL INDSET1 ,'BADVA101.TEST.ISAM1' "ISE 
II EXTENT SYS013,231401,4,0,020,20 
II 	EXTENT SYS013,231401,4,1,040,20 
II 	EXTENT SYS013,231401,1,2,060,20
* NONVSAM VARIABLE SAM FILE 
II DLBL INDSET2,'BADVA101.TEST.SAM2' 
II EXTENT SYS013,231401,1,0,122,2
* NONVSAM FIXED SAM FILE 
II 	DLBL INDSET3,'BADVA101.TEST.SAM1' 
II 	EXTENT SYS013,231401,1,0,120,2
* NONVSAM FIXED SAM FILE 
II 	DLBL INDSET4,'EXAMPLE.NONVSAM1' 
II 	EXTENT SYS013,231401,1,0,124,14
* VSAM FILES 
II 	DLBL VSDSET1,'EXAMPLE.KSDS1' "VSAM 
:2ZJ}lgIIlH::~:::::jft.*-Dr-t:iR"l:~::m:;:}::::~:
II 	DLBL VSDSET2,'EXAMPLE.ESDS1' "VSAM,CAT=UCAT2 
::*¢::::::_lfftf::}:::$.j(*II§~:~:¥.*glJ.Ij]:~::~::ifmt
II 	DLBL VSDSET3,'EXAMPLE.RRDS1' "VSAM 
JOf:~:I"~::t:::I¥.IIII:nl$.lfUl.lr:I::~::::tJ 
I I 	 DLBL VSDSET4, , EXAMPLE. KSDS2 ' , , VSAM 
Zf.@:.;~+'.::::::::::::IY§j~r;~R..II:~;l:::]I::::::
II 	DLBL UCAT2,'D27UCAT2'"VSAM 
!g*it"'i:::}$.IjIItt.j¥~$..DIIi@ftgft
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

1* LOAD A VSAM KEY-SEQUENCED FILE *1 
1* FROM AN ISAM FILE *1 
REPRO INFILE(INDSET1,ENV(RECFM(F),­

BLKSZ(100),RECSZ(100») ­
OUTFILE(VSDSET1/KSD1PSWD) 


IF 	MAXCC = 0 ­
THEN ­
PRINT INFILE(VSDSET1/KSD1PSWD)­

FROMKEY(ABC) 

1* LOAD A VSAM ENTRY-SEQUENCED FILE FROM AN *1 

1* EXISTING VARIABLE UNBLOCKED SAM FILE *1 

REPRO INFILE(INDSET2, ENV(RECFM(V), ­

RECSZ(132),BLKSZ(136») ­
OUTFILE (VSDSET2/ESD1 UPPW) ­
COUNT(030) 

IF 	LASTCC =0 ­
THEN ­
PRINT INFILE(VSDSET2)­


FADDR(65) ­
HEX 


1* LOAD A VSAM RELATIVE-RECORD FILE FROM AN *1 

1* EXISTING SAM FILE *1 

REPRO INFILE(INDSET3,ENV(RECFM(F), ­

BLKSZ(100») ­
OUTFILE(VSDSET3) ­
SKIP(10) 
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IF 	LASTCC = 0 ­
THEN ­
PRINT INFILE(VSDSET3)­

TNUM(25) 
/* PRINT THE CONTENTS OF THE SAM FILE */ 

PRINT INFILE(INDSET3,ENV(RECFM(F), ­
BLKSZ(100») ­

COUNT(20) ­
CHAR 

/* LOAD A VSAM KEY-SEQUENCED FILE */ 
/* FROM A NONVSAM FILE */ 
REPRO INFILE(INDSET4,ENV(RECFM(F), ­

BLKSZ(80») ­
OUTFILE(VSDSET4/KSD2UPPW) 

IF 	LASTCC = 0 ­
THEN ­
PRINT INFILE(VSDSET4/KSD2RDPW)­

FROMKEY(AAAAJA) ­
TOKEY(AAAAJ9) 

/* 
/& 

, Explanation ofS/uuJed Items 

The shaded parameters and job control statements that appear in this exam­
ple are provided only for the convenience ofusers who are using the old 
(Release 1) method ofjob control. Ifyou are using the job control inroduced 
in VSE/VSAM Release 2, ignore this section. 

Explanation ofJob Control Statements 

1. 	 The INDSETl DLBL statement describes the ISAM fIle which is to be 
copied into the VSAM fIle 'EXAMPLE.KSDS 1'. 

2. 	 The INDSET2 DLBL statement describes the variable-length SAM fIle 
which is to be copied into the VSAM fIle 'EXAMPLE.ESDS 1'. 

3. 	 The INDSET3 DLBL statement describes the fixed SAM fIle which is 
to be copied into the VSAM fIle 'EXAMPLE.RRDS 1'. 

4. 	 The INDSET4 DLBL statement describes the fixed SAM fIle which is 
to be copied into the VSAM fIle 'EXAMPLE.KSDS2'. 

5. 	 The VSDSETl DLBL statement describes a VSAM key-sequenced fIle 
which is to be loaded and printed. 

6. 	 The VSDSET2 DLBL statement describes a VSAM entry-sequenced 
fIle which is to be loaded and printed and indicates that it is in the 
catalog identified by the UCAT2 DLBL statement. 

7. 	 The VSDSET3 DLBL statement describes a VSAM relative-record fIle 
which is to be loaded and printed. 

8. 	 The VSDSET4 DLBL statement describes a VSAM key-sequenced fIle 
which is to be loaded and printed. 

9. 	 The UCAT2 DLBL statement describes the user catalog in which the 
me 'EXAMPLE.ESDSI' is cataloged. Speciftcation of the user catalog 
by the CAT parameter on the DLBL statement with filename 
VSDSET2 enables reference to cataloged information describing the 
me which is required to open it. The VSAM master catalog need not be 
specifted since it can always be referenced in the absence of a DLBL 
statement for the job catalog (IJSYSUC). 
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Explanation ofCommands 
The first REPRO command causes a VSAM key-sequenced ftle to be loaded 
from an ISAM ftle. 

1. 	 The INFILE parameter is required and names the ftle containing the 
source data. Thefilename of the DLBL statement for this file must be 
identical to this name. The ENV subparameter is required for all 
nonVSAM ftles. 

2. 	 The OUTFILE parameter is required and names the target ftle. The 
filename of the DLBL statement for this ftle must be identical to this 
name. The update or higher password of the VSAM ftle is required. 

If the REPRO operation was successfully executed, then the contents of the 
VSAM key-sequenced ftle just loaded is printed. The format of the listing is 
DUMP, since the default is taken. 

1. 	 The INFILE parameter is required and names the ftle to be printed. 
Thefilename of the DLBL statement for this ftle must be identical to 
this name. The read or higher password is required to print the ftle. 

2. 	 The FROMKEYparameter specifies that printing is to begin with the 
record whose key (high order three bytes) is greater than or equal to 
'ABC'. 

The second REPRO command causes a VSAM entry-sequenced ftle to be 
loaded from an existing variable unblocked SAM ftle. 

1. 	 The INFILE parameter is required and names the ftle containing the 
source data. The filename of the DLBL statement for this ftle must be 
identical to this name. The ENV subparameter is required for all 
nonVSAM ftles. For a variable SAM ftle, BLKSZ must equal the 
largest block, and RECSZ must be 4 less than BLKSZ. 

2. 	 The OUTFILE parameter is required and names the target ftle. The 
filename of the DLBL statement for this ftle must be identical to this 
name. The update or higher password of the VSAM ftle is required. 

3. 	 The COUNT parameter specifies that the first 30 records of the SAM 
ftle are to be loaded. 

If the REPRO operation was successfully executed, then the contents of the 
VSAM entry-sequenced ftle just loaded is printed in hexadecimal format. 

1. 	 The INFILE parameter is required and names the ftle to be printed. 
Thefilename ofihe DLBL statement for this ftle must be identical to 
this name. Note that a password is not required since the ftle does not 
have a read password. 

2. 	 The FADDR parameter specifies that the first record printed is that 
record whose relative byte address is exactly equal to 65. 

3. 	 The HEX parameter specifies that the listing is to be in hexadecimal 
format. 

The third REPRO command causes a VSAM relative-record ftle to be loaded 
from an existing fixed SAM ftle. The relative-record ftle can receive only 
fixed length records that equal its defmed record length. 

1. 	 The INFILE parameter is required and names the ftle containing the 
source data. Thefilename of the DLBL statement for this ftle must be 
identical to this name. The ENV subparameter is required for all 
nonVSAM ftles. 
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2. 	 The OUTFILE parameter is required and names the target me which is 
not password protected. Thefilename of the DLBL statement for this 
fIle must be identical to this name. 

3. 	 The SKIP parameter specifIes that the fust 10 records of the SAM fIle 
are to be bypassed. 

If the REPRO operation was successfully executed, then the contents of the 
VSAM relative-record fIle just loaded are printed. 

I. 	 The INFILE parameter is required and names the fIle to be printed. 
Thefilename of the DLBL statement for this fIle must be identical to 
this name. A password is not necessary when a me is not password 
protected. 

2. 	 The TNUM parameter limits the output to the fIrst 25 relative records. 

The PRINT command causes the contents of the SAM me to be printed. 

I. 	 The INFILE parameter is required and names the me to be printed. 
Thefilename of the DLBL statement for this me must be identical to 
this name. The ENV subparameter is required for all non VSAM mes. 

2. 	 The COUNT parameter specifIes that only 20 records are to be printed. 

3. 	 The CHAR parameter specifIes that the listing is to be in character 

format. 


The last REPRO command causes a VSAM key-sequenced me to be loaded 
from anonVSAM fIle. 

I. 	 The INFILE parameter is required and names the fIle containing the 
source data. Thefilename of the DLBL statement for this fIle must be 
identical to this name. The ENV subparameter is required for all 
non VSAM meso 

2. 	 The OUTFILE parameter is required and names the target me. The 
filename of the DLBL statement for this me must be identical to this 
name. Since the VSAM fIle is password protected, its update or higher­
level password is required. 

If the REPRO operation was successfully executed, then the contents of the 
VSAM key-sequenced fIle just loaded are printed. The FROMKEY and 
TOKEYparameters are used to limit the output to a specifIc range ofkeys. 

1. 	 The IN FILE parameter is required and names the me containing the 
source data. Thefilename of the DLBL statement for this me must be 
identical to this name. Since the VSAM fIle is password protected, its 
read or higher-level password is required. 

2. 	 The FROMKEY and TOKEY parameters specify the keys at which 
printing is to begin and end, respectively. 
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Example 6: Modifying and Printing the Contents of VSAM Files 
This example shows techniques for modifying the contents of VSAM files 
using the REPRO command. It can be viewed as a logical follow-on to the 
previous examples. 

II 	JOB EXAMPL06 

1111111~~IIII~IIII\::II:·I:i 
II ASSGN SYS013,234 
IIDLBL UCAT2,'D27UCAT2' "VSAM 
KitI1Ete'i.@\:lx;~t!I~il~It~~·.\ 
IIDLBL INDSET4,'EXAMPLE.NONVSAM2' 
II EXTENT SYS013,231401,1,0,138,2 
IIDLBL VSDSET2,'EXAMPLE.ESDS1' "VSAM,CAT=UCAT2 
It:.\\~·.~·\~\\U\\\llg~9\M¥$.IR~~ 
II 	DLBL VSDSET3,'EXAMPLE.RRDS1' "VSAM 
\~%¥*.f;t1..\@lm~p.iliM.$."~Uf\ 
II 	DLBL VSDSET4,'EXAMPLE.KSDS2' "VSAM 
*7"g~~~lil@"'i'~tf$!~(~'ti'~$~9~E~
II 	EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

REPRO INFILE(INDSET4,­
ENV(RECFM(F),BLKSZ(80))) ­

OUTFILE(VSDSET4/KSD2UPPW) ­
REPLACE 

IF LASTCC = 0 ­
THEN ­

PRINT 	 INFILE(VSDSET4/KSD2RDPW)­
FROMKEY(AAAAJA) ­
TOKEY(AAAAJ9) 

REPRO 	 INFILE(VSDSET3)­
OUTFILE(VSDSET2/ESD1UPPW) ­
REUSE 

IF LASTCC = 0 ­
THEN ­

PRINT INFILE(VSDSET2) 
1* 
1& 

r Exp/anation ofSluuJed Items 
The shaded parameters and job control statements that appear in this exam­
ple are provided only for the convenience of users who are using the old 
(Release 1) method ofjob control. Ifyou are using the job control introduced 
in VSE/VSAM Release 2, ignore this section. 

Exp/anation ofJob Control Statements 

1. 	 The UCAT2 DLBL statement describes the user catalog D27UCAT2. 
This DLBL statement will be explicitly referenced by means of the 
CAT parameter of the DLBL statement for the file cataloged in 
D27U CA T2. Since this job contains files cataloged in both the master 
and user catalogs, a DLBL statement with the filename IJSYSUC 
cannot be used as there is then no way to explicitly reference the master 
catalog by means of the REPRO command. 

2. 	 The INDSET4 DLBL statement describes the nonVSAM file to be 
copied into the VSAM file EXAMPLE.KSDS2. 

3. 	 The VSDSET2 DLBL statement describes a VSAM entry-sequenced 
file which is to be reloaded and indicates that it is in the catalog identi­
fied by the UCAT2 DLBL statement. 

Appendix A: Sample Job Streams A -19 

mailto:f;t1..\@lm~p.iliM
http:It:.\\~�.~�\~\\U\\\llg~9\M�$.IR
mailto:KitI1Ete'i.@\:lx;~t!I~il~It


4. 	 The VSDSET3 DLBL statement describes a VSAM relative-record file 
which is to be copied into the VSAM entry-sequenced file EXAM­
PLE.ESDS2. 

5. 	 The VSDSET4 DLBL statement describes a VSAM key-sequenced file 
which is to receive replacement records. 

Explanation ofCommands 

The first REPRO command causes records in the VSAM key-sequenced file 
to be replaced with input from anonVSAM file. 

I. 	 The INFILE parameter is required and names the file containing the 
source data. Thefilenameofthe DLBL statement for this file must be 
identical to this name. The ENV subparameter is required for all 
nonVSAM files. 

2. 	 The OUTFILE parameter is required and names the target file. The 
filename of the DLBL statement for this file must be identical to this 
name. Since the VSAM file is password protected, its update or higher­
level password is required. 

3. 	 The REPLACE parameter causes a record in the output file having the 
same key as a record in the input file to be replaced. Records in the 
input file whose key is not already contained in the output file will be 
inserted in the output file. 

If the REPRO operation was successfully executed, then the contents of the 
VSAM key-sequenced file just changed are printed. 

I. 	 The INFILE parameter is required and names the file containing the 
source data. Thefilename of the DLBL statement for this file must be 
identical to this name. Since the VSAM file is password protected, its 
read or higher-level password is required. 

2. 	 The FROMKEY and TOKEY parameters specify the keys at which 
printing is to begin and end, respectively. 

The seepnd REPRO command causes the VSAM entry-sequenced file to be 
loaded from the VSAM relative-record file. 

I. 	 The INFILE parameter is required and names the file containing the 
source data. Thefilename of the DLBL statement for this file must be 
identical to this name. Since this file is unprotected, no password is 
required. 

2. 	 The OUTFILE parameter is required and names the target file. The 
filename of the DLBL statement for this file must be identical to this 
name. The update or higher password of the VSAM file is required. 

3. 	 The REUSE parameter specifies that any records already in the entry­
sequenced file output are to be overwritten since the entry-sequenced 
file was defmed with the REUSE attribute. 

If the REPRO operation was successfully executed, then the entire contents 
of the reloaded VSAM entry-sequenced file are printed. 

I. 	 The INFILE parameter is required and names the file containing the 
source data. Thefilename of the DLBL statement for this file must be 
identical to this name. Since no read password was specified for this 
file, no password is required. 
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Example 7: Modifying and Listing the Cataloged Attributes of a File. 
This example shows how the cataloged attributes of a file may be modified. 
It can be viewed as a logical follow-on to the previous examples. 

II JOB EXAMPL07 

: .... :. " 

II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 
ALTER 	 EXAMPLE. KSDS1 .DATA/KSD1PSWD ­

FREESPACE(10,10) ­

lli.R:f.i~fj .•··.·M 
CATALOG (AMASTCAT) 

IF LASTCC = 0 ­
THEN ­

LISTC 	 ENT (EXAMPLE. KSDS1 . DATA) ­
ALL ­
CATALOG (AMASTCAT/MCATMRPW) 

ALTER 	 EXAMPLE.ESDS1/ESD1MRPW­
MRPW(ESD1PWMR) ­
CTLPW(ESD1PWCT) ­
UPDPW(ESD1PWUP) ­
RDPW(ESD1PWRD) ­
AUTH(ESD1AUTH) 

IF LASTCC = 0 ­
THEN ­

LISTC 	 ENT(EXAMPLE.ESDS1/ESD1PWMR)­
CLUSTER ­
ALL 

1* 

IE. 


ExplalUlt;on ofShaded Items 

The shaded parameters and job control statements that appear in this exam­
ple are provided only for the convenience of users who are using the old 
(Release I) method ofjob control. If you are using the job control introduced 
in VSE/VSAM Release 2, ignore this section. 

The VOL4 DLBL statement describes the location of the catalog recovery 
area where the altered entry of EXAMPLE.KSDSI.DATA will be recorded. 

The FILE parameters in the first ALTER command is required as the entry 
being altered is defmed in a recoverable catalog. 

Explantlt;on ofJob Control Statements 

1. 	 The IJSYSUC DLBL statement describes the user catalog D27UCAT2 
as ajob catalog. 

Explantltion ofCommands 

The first ALTER command (ofEXAMPLE.KSDSl.DATA) shows a way to 
tune space management for a file. The data object was originally defmed (see 
Example 3) with 40% free space for the data component. After initial loading, 
this percentage is reduced because further activity against this file will not be 
of the mass insert type. 
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1. 	 The name of the data object is required as all alterations must name the 

object which contains the attributes to be altered. The cluster password 

is required to alter the data component. 


2. 	 The FREESPACE parameter specifies the new percentages of free 

space to be allowed in control intervals and control areas, respectively. 


3. 	 The CATALOG parameter specifies the name of the master catalog. 

Since a DLBL statement with the filename IJSYSUC appears in the job 

control, the master catalog must be explicitly specified in order to alter 

an object cataloged in it. 


If the ALTER operation was successfully executed, then the data object 
altered is listed. 

1. 	 The ENT parameter specifies the name of the data object to be listed. 

2. 	 The ALL parameter specifies that all data object fields are to be listed. 

3. 	 The CATALOG parameter is required to name the master catalog. 

Since a DLBL statement with the filename IJSYSUC appears in the job 

control but the entry is in the master catalog, the master catalog must be 

specified. The master password is required since LISTCA T ALL dis­

plays protection attributes and the entry is password protected (and no 

password was supplied with entryname). 


The second ALTER command (of EXAMPLE.ESDS I) shows a way to 
change the security scheme of a file. Establishing a security scheme for an 
existing non protected file would be done in the same manner. 

1. 	 The name of the cluster object is required as all alterations must name 

the object which contains the attributes to be altered. The master 
 J 
password of the cluster is required to alter a security-protected object. 

2. 	 The MRPW, CTLPW, UPDPW, and RDPW parameters respectively 

specify the new master, control, update, and read passwords for the 

cluster object. 


3. 	 The AUTH parameter specifies the name of the user authorization 

verification module, which is invoked for access authorization of this 

file when the master password is not provided. 


If the ALTER operation was successfully executed, then the cluster object 
just altered is listed. 

1. 	 The ENT parameter specifies the name of the cluster object to be listed. 

The master password of the object allows its security information to be 

listed. 


2. 	 The CLUSTER parameter specifies that only the attributes of the 

cluster object will be listed. 


3. 	 The ALL parameter specifies that all cluster object attributes are to be 

listed. 
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Example 8: Creating an Alternate Index and Its Path 
This example defines an alternate index over a previously loaded VSAM 
key-sequenced base cluster, defmes a path over the alternate index to provide 
a means for processing the base through the alternate index, and builds the 
alternate index. The alternate index, path, and base cluster must all be 
defmed in the same catalog, in this case, the master catalog. 

Example 8 can be viewed as a logical follow-on to the previous examples. 

II 	DLBL PATHDD,'EXAMPLE.PATH'"VSAM 
Mirt;§xm~Wli§I'$.99~·.~¥$.($ig::i
II 	EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

DEFINE AIX­
( 	 NAME (EXAMPLE.AIX) ­

RELATE (EXAMPLE. KSDS2/KSD2MRPW) ­
MRPW(AIXMRPW) ­
UPDPW(AIXUPPW) ­
READPW(AIXRDPW) ­
KEYS(3 0) ­
RECORDSIZE(40 50) ­
VOL(VSER04) ­
CYL(3 1) ­

tj)tll~l!li~i¥Qhin::.:i·' 
NONUNIQUEKEY ­
UPGRADE ­

) ­
CATALOG (AMASTCAT/MCATUPPW) 

1* DEFINE A PATH OVER THE ALTERNATE INDEX *1 
DEFINE PATH­

( 	 NAME (EXAMPLE. PATH) ­
PATHENTRY (EXAMPLE. AIX/AIXMRPW) ­
READPW(PATHRDPW) ­

.~IhJa·¥9+l~)'.M·.·
) 	 ­
CAT (AMASTCAT/MCATUPPW) 


1* BUILD THE ALTERNATE INDEX *1 

BLDINDEX ­

INDATASET (EXAMPLE. KSDS2/KSD2RDPW) ­
OUTDATASET(EXAMPLE.AIX/AIXUPPW) ­
CATALOG (AMASTCAT/MCATUPPW) 
WORKVOLUMES(VSER01) 

1* PRINT THE BASE CLUSTER VIA THE ALTERNATE KEY *1 
1* USING THE PATH DEFINED TO CREATE THIS *1 
1* RELATIONSHIP *1 
PRINT INFILE(PATHDD/PATHRDPW) 

1* 

1& 


Appendix A: Sample Job Streams A -23 



Explanation ofShaded Items 

The shaded parameters and job control starements that appear in this exam­
ple are provided only for the convenience of users who are using the old 
(Release 1) method ofjob control. Ifyou are using the job control introduced 
in VSE/VSAM Release 1, ignore this section. 

The BASEDD DLBL statement describes the base cluster. 

The AIXDD DLBL statement describes the alternate index. 

The IDCUTl and IDCUT2 DLBL statements describe the file-IDs and a 
volume containing VSAM data space to be made available to BLDINDEX 
for defining and using two sort work files in the event an external sort is 
performed. This data space will not be used by BLDINDEX ifenough 
virtual storage is available to perform an internal sort. 

The VOL4 DLBL statement describes the volume containing the catalog 
recovery area for the objects being defmed. 

The FILE parameter is required because the alternate index and path are 
being defined in a recoverable catalog. 

The INFILE parameter is required and names the base cluster. Thefilename 
of the DLBL statement for this object must be identical to this name. Note 
that a password is not required since the base cluster is identified with the 
cluster name which is not protected. The INFILE and OUTFILE parameters 
are mutually exclusive with the INDAT ASET and 0 UTDAT ASET parame­
ters. 

The OUTFILE parameter is required and names the altername index. The 
filename of the DLBL statement for this object must be identical to this name. 
The update password of the alternate index is also required. 

Explanation ofJob Control Statements 

1. 	 The PATHDD DLBL statement describes the path relating the alter­
nate index and base cluster. It is required for the PRINT command. 

2. 	 No job catalog job control is required because all functions will use the 
master catalog. 

Explanation ofCommands 

The first DEFINE command creates a VSAM alternate index over the base 
cluster EXAMPLE.KSDS2. 

1. 	 The NAME parameter is required and names the object being defmed. 

2. 	 The RELATE parameter is required and specifies the name of the base 
cluster over which the alternate index is defmed and provides the base 
cluster master password. 

3. 	 The MRPW, UPDPW, and READPW parameters specify the master, 
update, and read passwords, respectively, for the alternate index. 

4. 	 The KEYS parameter specifies the length of the alternate key and its 
offset in the base cluster record. 

5. 	 The RECORD SIZE parameter specifies the length of the alternate 
index record. It must be large enough to contain the prime keys for all 
occurrences of anyone alternate key since the alternate index is being 
defined with the NONUNIQUEKEY attribute. 

A -24 Using VSE/VSAM Commands and Macros 



6. 	 The VOL parameter specifies the volume containing the alternate 

index. 


7. 	 The CYL parameter specifies the amount of space to be allocated to the 
alternate index. 

8. 	 The NONUNIQUE parameter specifies that the base cluster can 

contain multiple occurrences of anyone alternate key. 


9. 	 The UPGRADE parameter specifies that the alternate index is to reflect 
all changes made to the base cluster records, for example, additions or 
deletions ofbase cluster records. 

10. 	 The CATALOG parameter is required since the master catalog is 

password protected. It specifies the name of the master catalog and its 

update password which is required to defme into a protected catalog. 


The second DEFINE command defmes a path over the alternate index. After 
the alternate index has been built, opening with the path name will cause 
processing of the base cluster via the alternate index. 

1. 	 The NAME parameter is required and names the object being defmed. 

2. 	 The PATHENTRY parameter is required and specifies the name of the 
alternate index over which the path is defmed and its master password. 

3. 	 The READPW parameter specifies a read password for the path; it will 
be propagated.to master password level. 

4. 	 The CATALOG parameter is required since the master catalog is 
password protected. It specifies the name of the master catalog and its 
update password which is required to defme into a protected catalog. 

The BLDINDEX command builds an alternate index. 

1. 	 The INDA T ASET parameter is required and names the base cluster, 
and supplies the base cluster's master password which is required for 
defming an alternate index over it. 

2. 	 The OUTDATASET parameter is required and names the alternate 
index. The update password of the alternate index is also required. 

3. 	 The CATALOG parameter is required because the master catalog is 
password protected. It specifies the name of the master catalog and its 
update password. If it is necessary for BLDINDEX to use external sort 
work ftles, they will be defmed in and deleted from the master catalog. 
The update password will permit these actions. 

4. 	 The WORKVOLUMES parameter is required except ifan entry­
sequenced default model exists in the pertinent catalog. Space for work 
ftles will be allocated on volume VSERO1. 

The PRINT command causes the base cluster to be printed by means of the 
alternate key using the path defmed to create this relationship. 

1. 	 The INFILE parameter is required and names the path object. The 
filename of the DLBL statement for this object must be identical to this 
name. The password required is the read or higher-level password of 
the object being opened, in this case, the path. 
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Example 9: Defining a VSAM Data Space and Cluster on an FDA Volume. 
This example defmes a VSAM data space and cluster on an FBA volume 
owned by the master catalog. 

Example 9 can be viewed as a logical follow-on to the previous examples. 

II JOB EXAMPLE09 

II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO."'iII1* DEFINE A SPACE ON A VOLUME ASSIGNED TO AN FBA DEVICE *1 
DEFINE SPACE ­

( ORIGIN(1600) ­
1*P.~~.I$j:l*I
VOL(VSER05) ­
BLOCKS(12000) ­
CLASS(O)) ­

CATALOG (AMASTCAT/MCATUPPW) 
1* DEFINE A KEY-SEQUENCED FILE IN THE CLASS 0 SPACE *1 
1* ON THE FBA VOLUME *1 
DEFINE CLUSTER ­

( 	NAME(EXAMPLE.KSDS3)­
RDPW(KSD3PSWD) ­
~lilgf.M$~R9$1·).··.··••Bf 
VOL(VSER05) ­
RECORDSIZE(250,250) ­
KEYS(8 2) ­
FREESPACE(10,15)) ­

DATA­
( NAME(EXAMPLE.KSDS3.DATA) ­

RECORDS(800))­
INDEX­
( NAME(EXAMPLE.KSDS3.INDEX) ­

BLOCKS (20)) ­
CATALOG (AMASTCAT/MCATUPPW) 

1* 

1& 


Expianation ofShaded Items 

The shaded parameters and job control statements that appear in this exam­
ple are provided only for the convenience of users who are using the old 
(Release I) method ofjob control. If you are using the job control introduced 
in VSE/VSAM Release 2, ignore this section. 

The VOL5 DLBL/EXTENT statements describe the volume and space on an 
FBA device which requires allocations in blocks or records. The space 
defined is expressed in the EXTENT statement as 12000 blocks beginning at 
block 1600 on volume VSER05. 

The DEFINE SPACE FILE parameter is required and names the filename of 
the DLBL statement describing the volume on which space is being defined. 

The FILE parameter in the DEFINE CLUSTER command is required since 
the file is being defined in a recoverable catalog. 

Explanation ofCommands 

The DEFINE SPACE command creates space on an FBA volume. 

1. The ORIGIN parameter indicates 1600 is the beginning block number. 

2. 	 The VOL parameter is required and specifies the volume that is to 
contain the data space. 
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3. 	 The BLOCKS parameter specifies the amount of space to be allocated 
on this volume. An amount of space, the size of the max-CA (device­
dependent), will be taken from the 12000 blocks for the CRA because 
this is the first space defmed for the volume which is owned by a re­
coverable catalog. 

4. 	 The CLASS parameter specifies that the space is to be classified as class 
o(same as the default). 

5. 	 The CATALOG parameter is required since the master catalog is 
password protected. It specifies the name of the master catalog and its 
update password which is required to defme into a protected catalog. 

The DEFINE CLUSTER command defmes a key-sequenced file into the 
class 0 space on the FBA volume. 

1. 	 The CLUSTER parameter is required and NAME specifies the cluster 
beng defmed. 

2. 	 The RDPW parameter specifies the read password of this cluster. Since 
no master password is defmed, this password will be propagated up to 
the master level. 

3. 	 The VOL parameter specifies the volume containing this file. 

4. 	 The RECORDSIZE parameter specifies the average and maximum 

record sizes. 


5. 	 The KEYS parameter specifies the key length and offset from the 

beginning of the record. 


6. 	 The FREESPACE parameter specifies the percentage ofspace within 
control intervals and control areas, respectively, that is originally free. 

7. 	 The DATA parameter is required if attributes are to be specified for the 
data component. The NAME parameter specifies the name of the data 
component. If a name is not specified, a name is generated. 

8. 	 The RECORDS parameter specifies space suballocation in records 
(RECORDS or BLOCKS are the only valid parameters for an FBA 
device). 

9. 	 The INDEX parameter is required if attributes are to be specified for 
the index component. The NAME parameter specifies the name of the 
index component. If a name is not specified, a name is generated by 
VSAM. 

10. 	 The BLOCKS parameter specifies space suballocation in blocks 

(RECORDS or BLOCKS are the only valid parameters for an FBA 

device). 


II. 	 The CATALOG parameter is required since the master catalog is 
password protected. It specifies the name of the master catalog and its 
update password which is required to defme into a protected catalog. 
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Example 10: Exporting a VSAM File 
This example exports an entry-sequenced file from a user catalog named 
D27UCAT2 to the second file of a labeled tape. Following the successful 
creation of the portable copy, the temporary export flag is set for the file in 
D27UCAT2 as well as the inhibit update flag, which will prevent any access 
other than read access to the file. When the file is imported, the inhibit 
update flag will be set for the file in the target catalog. 

Example 10 can be viewed as a logical follow-on to the previous examples. 

EXAMPL10 
SYS005,382 

!I!!M$QI§IiIlllIIB1\I:t
IJSYSUC 

II TLBL RECEIVE,'PORTABLE.TAPE2' "TAPE01 
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

EXPORT EXAMPLE.ESDS1/ESD1PWMR­
:!II.~~.(§&.R:f;¥; 
OUTFILE(RECEIVE, ­

ENV(PDEV(2400) NOREWIND STDLABEL» ­
RECORDMODE ­
TEMP ­
INHIBITSOURCE ­
INHIBITTARGET 

1* 
IF, 

Explanation ofShIlded Items J
The shaded parameters and job control statements that appear in this exam­
ple are provided only for the convenience of users who are using the old 
(Release 1) method ofjob control. Ifyou are U!;ing the job control introduced 
in VSE/VSAM Release 2, ignore this section. 

The SOURCE DLBL statement describes the entry-sequenced file to be 
exported from the job catalog onto a tape. 

The INFILE parameter is required and identifies the file to be exported. The 
filename of the DLBL statement for this object must be identical to this name. 

Explanation ofJob Control Statements 
1. 	 SYS005 must be used in the ASSIGN statement for magnetic tape 

output (OUTFILE). 

2. 	 The IJSYSUC DLBL statement describes the job catalog that contains 
the entry-sequenced file to be exported. 

3. 	 The RECEIVE TLBL statement describes the portable file that will 
contain the exported file. Note that it specifies the second file on the 
volume. 

Explanation ofCommand 
The EXPORT command causes an entry-sequenced file from a user catalog 
named D27UCAT2 to be exported to the second file of a labeled tape. 

1. 	 The name of the cluster object is required. The master password is 
required to export a password-protected object. 
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2. 	 The OUTFILE parameter is required and identifies the portable file. 
Thejilename of the TLBL statement for this file must be identical to 
this name. The PDEV subparameter must be specified for a tape de­
vice. The BLKSZ subparameter defaults to 2048. The NOREWIND 
subparameter is specified because the file is on a multifile volume. The 
STDLABEL subparameter specifies standard label processing for the 
tape. 

3. 	 The RECORDMODE parameter overrides the default (CIMODE) and 
causes EXPORT processing using record mode operations. 

4. 	 The TEMP parameter causes the temporary export attribute to be set 
and prevents the file from being deleted. 

5. 	 The INHIBITSOURCE parameter causes the inhibit update flag to be 
in the catalog that contained the entry for the file being exported. 

6. 	 The INHIBITTARGET parameter causes the inhibit update flag to be 
set in the target catalog when the file is imported. 

Example 11: Exporting an Alternate Index and Base Cluster 
This example exports the alternate index and base cluster from the master 
catalog. Any paths defined over either object will be exported with their 
P A THENTRY object. Since the export is permanent, both the base cluster 
and alternate index will be deleted from the catalog. The alternate index 
must be exported first as the delete of the base cluster will cause deletion of 
all objects defined over it. 

Example II can be viewed as a logical follow-on to the previous examples. 

II JOB EXAMPLll 
II ASSGN SYS005,382 

TLBL RECEIVE, 
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

EXPORT EXAMPLE.AIX/MCATMRPW­
$.fl$\talBR¢sl.UM 
OUTFILE(RECEIVE, ­

ENV(PDEV(2400) BLKSZ(2056)NOREWIND)) 

,'PORTABLE.TAPE4 "TAPEOl 
IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 
EXAMPLE.KSDS2/MCATMRPW -
J.g~~l~E*¢llnMN 
OUTFILE(RECEIVE, ­

ENV(PDEV(2400) BLKSZ(2056)NOREWIND)) 
1* 
II 	MTC RUN,SYS005 
1& 

Expltmation ofShaded Items 

The shaded parameters and job control statements that appear in this exam­
ple are provided only for the convenience of users who are using the old 
(Release I) method ofjob control. Ifyou are using the job control introduced 
in VSE/VSAM Release 2, ignore this section. 

The SOURCE DLBL statements describe the files being exported. 
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The INFILE parameter in both EXPORT commands is required and identi­
fies the alternate index being exported. It also provides access to the catalog 
recovery area. Thefilename of the DLBL statement for this object must be 
identical to this name. 

Explturation ofJob Control Statements 
1. 	 SYSOO5 must be used in the ASSIGN statement for magnetic tape 

output (OUTFILE). 

2. 	 The RECEIVE TLBL statements describe the portable files. Note that 
these are the third and fourth files on a multifile volume. 

3. 	 The MTC statement rewinds and unloads the portable copy tape after 
the EXPORT commands are completed. 

Explturation ofCommands 

The first EXPORT command causes an alternate index to be exported from 
the master catalog. 

1. 	 The name of the alternate index being exported is required. A master 
password is required for the deletion and to allow VSAM locates 
against both the alternate index and path to obtain the catalog informa­
tion (including passwords) to be exported. The master password of the 
catalog covers all requirements. 

2. 	 The OUTFILE parameter is required and identifies the portable file. 
Thefilename of the TLBL statement for this object must be identical to 
this name. The PDEV subparameter must be specified for a tape de­
vice. Normally, the BLKSZ subparameter defaults to 2048; however, 
for improved performance it is recommended that you specify a value at 
least 8 bytes larger than the file's data-component control-interval size. 
The NOREWIND subparameter is specified because the file is on a 
multifile volume. 

3. 	 Control interval processing (CIMODE) is effective as the default. 

4. 	 PERMANENTexport is effective as the default. 

The second EXPORT command causes a base cluster to be exported from the 
master catalog. 

1. 	 The name of the base cluster being exported is required. Since the 
cluster level is not protected, no password would be required for the 
deletion. However, a password is required for the VSAM locates 
against the data and index components to obtain the catalog informa­
tion (including passwords) to be exported. Since only one password can 
be supplied, it must be that of the master catalog. 

2. 	 The OUTFILE parameter is required and identifies the portable file. 
Thefilename of the TLBL statement for this object must be identical to 
this name. The PDEV subparameter must be specified for a tape de­
vice. Normally the BLKSZ subparameter defaults to 2048; however, for 
improved performance it is recommended that you specify a value at 
least 8 bytes larger than the file's data-component control-interval size. 
The NOREWIND subparameter is specified because the file is on a 
multifile volume. 

3. 	 The RECORDMODE parameter is not specified so processing defaults 
to CIMODE processing. 

4. 	 PERMANENT export is effective as the default. 
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Example 12: Disconnecting a User Catalog from a Master Catalog 

This example disconnects user catalog D27UCATI from the master catalog. 
The user catalog volume need not be mounted; therefore, no DLBL statement 
to describe it is required. 

Example 12 can be viewed as a logical follow on to the previous examples. 

II JOB EXAMPL12 
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

EXPORT D27UCAT1/MCATUPPW­
DISCONNECT 

I· 
1& 

Explanation ofCommand 

1. 	 The name of the user catalog is required. The update or higher-level 
password of the master catalog is required to disconnect the user cata­
log. 

2. 	 The DISCONNECT parameter is required to signal the disconnect 
action. 

Example 13: Importing a Base Cluster and Alternate Index 
This example will import the base cluster and alternate index exported in 
Example 11 into the master catalog. The importation causes each component 
to be newly defined. Since the alternate index cannot be dermed until the 
base cluster has been dermed, the base cluster must be imported first. The 
importation will cause any paths over the objects which were exported to be 
redefined. 

Example 13 can be viewed as a logical follow-on to the previous examples. 

II JOB EXAMPL13 
II ASSGN SYS004,382
II MTC REW,SYS004 
:Zl1.~$u.~:~:tE~'~§!§qq~M~i~t 
II 	TLBL SOURCE,'PORTABLE.TAPE4' " 

II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 
IMPORT INFILE(SOURCE,ENV(PDEV(2400)BLKSZ(2056»)­

·mtWJjI~U~~ttliM$¥t:"8E 
OBJECTS ( -
(EXAMPLE.KSDS2.INDEX -
USECLASS(O 0») -
CAT (AMASTCAT/MCATUPPW) 

I· 
II MTC REW,SYS004 

IMPORT INFILE(SOURCE,ENV(PDEV(2400)BLKSZ(2056»)­
;QU$m;~tl$llfw.q§l&§H'ffi' 
CAT (AMASTCAT/MCATMRPW) 

I· 
II MTC RUN,SYS004 
1& 

TLBL SOURCE 'PORTABLE.TAPE3' TAPE01 

II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 
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Explanation ofSluuJed Items 

The shaded parameters and job control statements that appear in this exam­
ple are provided only for the convenience of users who are using the old J 
(Release I) method ofjob control. If you are using the job control introduced 
in VSE/VSAM Release 2, ignore this section. 

The RECEIVE DLBL statements describe the files being imported. Since the 
name is not being changed, the original name is used as file- I D. 

The OUTFILE parameters in both IMPORT commands is required and 
identifies the file being imported. It also provides access to the catalog 
recovery area. Thefilename of the DLBL statement for this object must be 
identical to this name. 

Explanation ofJob Control Statements 

1. 	 SYSOO4 must be used in the ASSIGN statement for magnetic tape input 
(INFILE). 

2. 	 The SOURCE TLBL statements describe the portable files. Note that 
file sequence numbers four and three are specified. 

3. 	 The first two MTC statements position the tape at load point so that the 
desired file can be located. The third MTC rewinds and unloads the 
tape when the import operation is completed. 

Explanation ofCommands 

The first IMPORT command causes the base cluster to be imported into the 
master catalog. The class of space from which the index component is to be 
allocated is changed from that contained on the portable file. J 

1. 	 The INFILE parameter is required and identifies the portable file. The 
PDEV subparameter must be specified for a tape device. The BLKSZ 
subparameter must be specified because the IMPORT uses the same 
value (2056) that the EXPORT used. Thefilename of the TLBL state­
ment for this object must be identical to this name. NOREWIND and 
STDLABEL are default values. 

2. 	 The OBJECTS parameter identifies the index component of the file 
being imported. The USECLASS parameter specifies that the index 
component is to be allocated from class 0 space. This specification 
overrides the useclass attributes in the portable file. 

3. 	 The CATALOG parameter is required because the master catalog is 
password protected. It specifies the name of the master catalog and its 
update password which is required to defme into a protected catalog. 

The second IMPORT command causes an alternate index to be imported 
into the master catalog. 

1. 	 The INFILE parameter is required and identifies the portable file. The 
PDEV subparameter must be specified for a tape device. The BLKSZ 
subparameter must be specified because the IMPORT uses the same 
value (2056) that the EXPORT used. Thefilename of the TLBL state­
ment for this object must be identical to this name. NOREWIND and 
STDLABEL are default values. 

2. 	 The CATALOG parameter is required since the master catalog is 
password protected. It specifies the name of the master catalog and its 
master password which is required to defme an alternate index over a 
password protected base cluster. 
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Example 14: Importing an Entry-Sequenced File 
This example imports the entry-sequenced file exported in Example 10. The 
exported copy of the file will replace the original copy of the file. IMPORT 
will find the duplicate name, EXAMPLE.ESDSl, in catalog D27UCAT2, 
delete it since the temporary export attribute will have been set for EXAM­
PLE.ESDSl, then redefme it using the catalog information from the portable 
file. 

Example 14 can be viewed as a logical follow-on to the previous examples. 

II 	JOB EXAMPL14 
II 	ASSGN SYS004,382 
II 	MTC REW,SYS004 

II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 
IMPORT INFILE(SOURCE,ENV(PDEV(2400)))­

iUll!lttim:(D.aD):·.LS 
CATALOG (D27UCAT2/UCATUPPW) 

1* 
IF, 

Explanation ofSluuJed Items 

The shaded parameters and job control statements that appear in this exam­
ple are provided only for the convenience of users who are using the old 
(Release 1) method ofjob control. If you are using the job control introduced 
in VSEjVSAM Release 2, ignore this section. 

The IJSYSUC DLBL statement describes the user catalog that contains the 
entry-sequenced file to be imported as a job catalog. 

The RECEIVE DLBL statement describes the VSAM file to be replaced. 

The OUTFILE parameter is required and identifies the VSAM cluster. The 
filename of the DLBL statement for this file must be identical to this name. 

Explanation ofJob Control Statements 

1. 	 SYSOO4 must be used in the ASSIGN statement for magnetic tape input 
(INFILE). 

2. 	 The SOURCE TLBL statement describes the portable file. Note that 
the second file on the volume is specified.

I 
Explanation ofCommand 

The IMPORT command causes an entry-sequenced file to be imported from 
the second file of a labeled tape into a user catalog named D27UCA T2. 

1. 	 The INFILE parameter is required and identifies the portable file. The 
filename of the TLBL statement for this file must be identical to this 
name. The PDEV subparameter must be specified for a tape device. 
The BLKSZ subparameter need not be specified since IMPORT will 
use the same default (2048) that EXPORT used. NOREWIND and 
STDLABEL are default values. 

2. 	 The CATALOG parameter is required since the target catalog is not the 
default catalog and is password protected. It specifies the name of the 
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user catalog. The update password of the catalog permits IMPORT to 
delete the duplicate entry as well as to redefme the imported file. 

Example 15: Importing a Unique File 
This example imports a key-sequenced file with UNIQUE component alloca­
tion named EXAMPLE.KSDSI from a tape to a user catalog. The names of the 
cluster and each of its components is changed by means of the NEWNAME 
subparameter. 

// JOB EXAMPL15 
// ASSGN SYS004,382 

/ / DLBL . . RECDATA,: >< r 
// EXTENT:$ft$.I"~:;VSERO 3 , 1 , 0 , 3 2 0 , 40 
// DLBL~~S!:~(gxDilt~~9§1~.~~ft" VSAM 
// EXTENTI¥$.PlfilvSER03, 1,0,360,20 
// EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

IMPORT INFILE(SOURCE,­
ENV(PDEV(2400)BLKSZ(6000) UNLOAD» ­

JII.e~I·(Fi~tlg,lw£~·••····8.··· 
CATALOG(D27UCAT2/UCATUPPW) ­
OBJECTS ( ­

(EXAMPLE. KSDS1 ­
VOL (VSER03) ­
NEWNAME(EXAMNEW.KSDS1» ­
(EXAMPLE.KSDS1.DATA ­
NEWNAME(EXAMNEW.KSDS1.DATA) ­
FILE(RECDATA» ­
(EXAMPLE.KSDS1.INDEX ­
NEWNAME (EXAMNEW. KSDS1 . INDEX) ­
FILE(RECIX» ) 

/* 

/& 


Explanation ofShaded Items 

The shaded parameters and job control statements that appear in this exam­
ple are provided only for the convenience of users who are using the old 
(Release I) method ofjob control. If you are using the job control introduced 
in VSE/VSAM Release 2, ignore this section. 

The IJSYSUC DLBL statement describes the user catalog into which the 
cluster is to be imported as a job catalog. 

The FILDATA DLBL statement and its associated EXTENT statement 
identifies the volume and extent on the disk into which the unique file will be 
imported. 

The RECDA T A DLBL statement and its associated EXTENT statement 
defmes space on the disk into which the unique data component will be 
imported. Thefile-ID specifies the changed name of the data component 
which is required to open the file. 

The RECIX DLBL statement and its associated EXTENT statement define 
space on the disk into which the unique index component will be imported. 
The file-ID specifies the changed name of the index component. 
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The OUTFILE parameter is required and describes the VSAM me that will 
be imported. Thejilename of the DLBL statement for this me must be 
identical to this name. The changedjile-ID on the DLBL statement is re­
quired to open the me; its associated EXTENT statement is used to defme the 
space that the unique data space will occupy. 

Explanation ofJob Control Statements 

I. 	 SYSOO4 must be used in the ASSGN statement for magnetic tape input 
(INFILE). 

2. 	 The SOURCE TLBL statement describes the portable me created by 
the export which occurred in Example 9. 

3. 	 The RECDATA DLBL statement and its associated EXTENT state­
ment defmes space on the disk into which the unique data component 
will be imported. Note that the symbolic unit on the EXTENT state­
ment is not required. 

4. 	 The RECIX DLBL statement and its associated EXTENT statement 
defmes space on the disk into which the unique index component will 
be imported. Note that the symbolic unit on the EXTENT statement is 
not required. 

Explanation ofCommand 

The IMPORT command causes a key-sequenced me to be imported from a 
tape into a user catalog named D27UCAT2. Note that the key-sequenced me 
was originally exported from the master catalog and originally resided on a 
different volume. 

I. 	 The INFILE parameter is required and identifies the portable me. The 
jilename of the TLBL statement for this me must be identical to this 
name. The PDEV subparameter must be specified for a tape device. 
The BLKSZ subparameter must be specified so that it is the same as 
that specified for the export operation. UNLOAD causes the tape to be 
rewound and unloaded when IMPORT completes. STDLABEL is the 
default value 

2. 	 The CATALOG parameter identifies the user catalog and supplies the 
update password of the catalog which is required when importing into a 
protected catalog. 

3. 	 The OBJECTS parameter is used to change attributes of the cluster and 
its components. 

4. 	 The VOL parameter specifies that the cluster is to reside on a new 
volume. 

5. 	 The NEWNAME subparameters successively specify new names for the 
cluster, its data component, and its index component. 

6. 	 The FILE subparameters identify the DLBL statement describing the 
unique space for the data and index components. 
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Example 16: Connecting a User Catalog to the Master Catalog 
This example connects user catalog D27UCA Tl to the master catalog. The 
volume containing the user catalog need not be mounted. Example 16 can be 
viewed as a logical follow-on to the previous examples. 

II JOB EXAMPL16 
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

IMPORT OBJECTS ( -
(D27UCAT1 -
VOLUME(VSER02) -
DEVICETYPE(2314» -

) -
CONNECT -
CATALOG (AMASTCAT/MCATUPPW) 

1* 
1& 

Explanation ofCommand 

I. 	 The name of the user catalog is required. 

2. 	 The VOLUME subparameter is required to identify the volume con­
taining the user catalog. 

3. 	 The DEVICETYPE subparameter is required to identify the device 
type of the volume containing the user catalog. 

4. 	 The CONNECT parameter is required to signal the connect action. 

S. 	 The CATALOG parameter is required because the master catalog's 
update or higher-level password is required if the master catalog is 
password protected. 

Example 17: Using REPRO to Unload a User Catalog to Tape 
This example shows how a VSAM user catalog can be unloaded to tape using 
the catalog unload/reload feature of the REPRO command. 

Example 17 can be viewed as a logical follow-on to the previous examples. 

II JOB EXAMPL17 
II 	ASSGN SYSOOS,382 
II 	MTC REW,SYSOOS 
II 	ASSGN SYS006,232 
II 	DLBL IJSYSUC,'D27UCAT2' "VSAM 

II 	TLBL CATOUT, 'PORTABLE.TAPE1', , TAPEO 1 
II 	EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

REPRO 	 INFILE(IJSYSUC/UCATMRPW) 
OUTFILE(CATOUT ­
ENVIRONMENT ­
( PDEV(2400) ­
RECFM(VARBLK) ­
REW ­
BLKSZ(S164) ­
RECSZ(S16) ­
) ) 

1* 
1& 
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Expltmat;on ofShaded Items 

The shaded parameters and job control statements that appear in this exam­
ple are provided only for the convenience of users who are using the old 
(Release I) method ofjob control. If you are using the job control introduced 
in VSEjVSAM Release 2, ignore this section. 

The CATIN DLBL statement describes the user catalog as a VSAM file to be 
opened and used by REPRO as the source for the unload operation. 

Expltmation ofJob Control Statements 

I. 	 SYSOO5 must be used in the ASSGN statement for magnetic tape 
output (OUTFILE). 

2. 	 The IJSYSUC DLBL statement is required and describes the catalog as 
the job catalog for the job (and as a VSAM file to be opened and used 
by REPRO as the source for the unload operation). 

3. 	 The CATOUT TLBL statement describes a tape file which is to hold 
the unloaded copy of the catalog. 

Expltmat;on ofCommand 

The REPRO command causes a VSAM user catalog to be unloaded to tape. 

I. 	 The INFILE parameter is required and identifies the job catalog as an 
input VSAM file. The master password allows opening the catalog as a 
file. 

2. 	 The OUTFILE parameter is required and describes the tape file which 
is to hold the unloaded copy ofthe catalog. Thefilename of the TLBL 
statement for this file must be identical to this name. The PDEV sub­
parameter must be specified for a tape device. The RECFM subparam­
eter must be specified to designate a variable blocked format. 

3. 	The BLKSZ subparameter, in the case of a catalog file, must be a 
multiple of 516 plus 4. The RECSZ subparameter must be specified 
since the default is block size minus 4 and 516 is the only acceptable 
value (length of the catalog record +4). 
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Example 18: Using REPRO to Reload a User Catalog 
This example shows how a VSAM user catalog can be reloaded from the 
backup copy created in Example 17 using the catalog unload/reload feature 
ofthe REPRO command. 

Example 18 can be viewed as a logical follow-on to the previous examples. 

EXAMPL18 

II TLBL CATIN,'PORTABLE.TAPE1' "TAPE01 
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

REPRO INFILE(CATIN­
ENVIRONMENT ­
PDEV(2400) ­
RECFM(VARBLK) ­
BLKSZ(5164) ­
RECSZ(516) ­

)) 	 ­
OUTFILE(IJSYSUC/UCATMRPW) 

1* 
1& 

Explanation ofShaded Items 

The shaded parameters and job control statements that appear in this exam­
ple are provided only for the convenience of users who are using the old 
(Release 1) method ofjob control. If you are using the job control introduced 
in VSE/VSAM Release 2, ignore this section. 

The CATOUT DLBL statement describes the user catalog as a VSAM file to 
be opened and used by REPRO as the target for the reload operation. 

Explanation ofJob Control Statements 

1. 	 SYS004 must be used in the ASSGN statement for magnetic tape input 
(INFILE). 

2. 	 The IJSYSUC DLBL statement is required and describes the user 
catalog to be reloaded as the job catalog (and as a VSAM file to be 
opened and used by REPRO as the target for the reload operation). 

3. 	 The CATIN TLBL statement describes the backup copy of the user 
catalog as a tape file. 

Explanation ofCommand 

The REPRO command causes a VSAM user catalog to be reloaded from the 
backup copy created in Example 17. 

1. 	 The INFILE parameter is required and identifies the tape file which 
holds the backup copy of the user catalog. Thefilename of the TLBL 
statement for this file must be identical to this name. The PDEV sub­
parameter must be specified for a tape device. The RECFM subparam­
eter must be specified to designate a variable blocked format. The 
BLKSZ subparameter must be specified to ensure that it is the same as 
that specified when the catalog was unloaded. The RECSZ subparame-
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ter must be specified since the default is block size minus 4 and 516 is 
the only acceptable value (length of the catalog record +4). 

2. 	 The OUTFILE parameter is required and identifies the job catalog as a 
VSAM file to be opened. The master password allows opening the 
catalog as a file. 

Example 19: Listing Catalog Recovery Areas 
This example lists the catalog recovery areas for those volumes owned by the 
VSAM master catalog, AMASTCAT, in dump format, and compares those 
catalog recovery areas with the actual catalog records themselves. 

Example 19 can be viewed as a logical follow-on to the previous examples. 

II EXEC 
LISTCRA 

1* 
1& 

Explanation ofShaded Items 

IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 
INVOLUMES(VSER01 VSER04) ­
:!.Mgt_'milMmD~J:@i' 
CATALOG (AMASTCATIMCATMRPWt\I~/t:¥~m) ­
MASTERPW(MCATMRPW) ­
COMPARE ­
DUMP 

Explanation ofCommand 

The shaded parameters and job control statements that appear in this exam­
ple are provided only for the convenience of users who are using the old 
(Release 1) method ofjob control. Ifyou are using the job control introduced 
in VSE/VSAM Release 2, ignore this section. 

The CRAVOLl DLBL statement identifies the first catalog recovery area to 
be listed. 

The CRAVOL2 DLBL statement identifies the second catalog recovery area 
to be listed. 

The CATVOL DLBL statement identifies the catalog to be compared against 
and makes it available as a file. 

The IFILE parameter is required and specifies the catalog recovery areas to 
be listed by identifying the pertinent DLBL statements. 

The CATALOG parameter is required ifthe COMPARE option is selected. 
It specifies the name of the catalog to be compared against, and its master 
password, and identifies its associate DLBL statement. 

The LISTCRA command causes the catalog recovery areas on volumes 
VSERO 1 and VSER04 to be listed and their contents compared with the 
VSAM master catalog AMASTCAT. 

1. 	 The INVOLUMES parameter is required and specifies the catalog 

recovery areas to be listed by identifying the pertinent volumes. 
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2. 	 The CATALOG parameter is required if the COMPARE option is 
selected. It specifies the name of the catalog to be compared against, 
and its master password. 

3. 	 The MASTERPW password specifies the master password of the 
master catalog which is necessary in order to open the catalog recovery 
areas. 

4. 	 The COMPARE parameter specifies that catalog records are to be 
compared with the records in the catalog recovery areas. 

5. 	 The DUMP parameter specifies the dump format for output. 

Example 20: Using the EXPORTRA Command 

I This example performs the EXPORTRA function against all of the volumes 
owned by the VSAM master catalog AMASTCA T. All of the files listed in 
the catalog recovery areas on the catalog volume and on the other volumes 
owned by AMASTCA T are exported to a SAM file on another disk volume. 
Using the FORCE option causes EXPORTRA to ignore time stamp mis­
matches between the volumes and the catalog. 

Example 20 can be viewed as a logical follow-on to the previous examples. 

II JOB EXAMPL20 

II DLBL PORT, 'PORT' 
II EXTENT SYS013,231401,1,O,140,200 
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

EXPORTRA ­
CRAVOLUMES«VSER01 ALL) (VSER04 ALL» ­
:::_;I::l_mfH::::::::I$II::::~_VI~lE:.*a::~nWt 
FORCE ­
OUTFILE(PORT ENV(BLKSZ(4000») 

CIMODE ­
MASTERPW(MCATMRPW) 


1* 
1& 

Explanation ofSluuled Items 

The shaded parameters and job control statements that appear in this exam­
ple are provided only for the convenience of users who are using the old 
(Release I) method ofjob control. Ifyou are using the job control introduced 
in VSE/VSAM Release 2, ignore this section. 

The CRA VOLl DLBL statement identifies the first volume whose files are to 
be exported. 

The CRA VOL2 DLBL statement identifies the second volume whose files 
are to be exported. 

The CRA parameter is required and identifies the catalog recovery areas and 
volumes from which the export is to take place. Thefilenames of the DLBL 
statement for these objects must be identical to the names specified for this 
parameter. The ALL subparameter specifies that everything is to be exported 
from each catalog recovery area. 
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Explanation ofJob Control Statements 

I 1. The PORT DLBL statement identifies the SAM file that is to receive 
the files being exported and their associated catalog information. 

Explanation ofCommand 

The EXPORTRA command exports everything appearing in the catalog 
recovery areas of volumes VSERO 1 and VSER04. 

1. 	 The CRAVOLUMES parameter is required and identifies the volumes 
from which the export is to take place. The ALL subparameter specifies 
that everything is to be exported from each catalog recovery area. 

2. 	 The FORCE parameter specifies that time stamp mismatches are to be 
ignored. 

3. 	 The OUTFILE parameter is required and identifies the SAM file that is 
to receive the exported information. Thefilename of the DLBL state­
ment for this object must be identical to this name. The BLKSZ param­
eter specifies 4OOO-byte output records and is larger than any data 
control interval on the volumes being exported. The PDEV parameter 
is not required because OUTFILE is not on a tape device. 

4. 	 The CIMODE parameter specifies control interval processing. 
(CIMODE does not have to be specified because it is the default.) This 
causes processing by control intervals rather than on a record basis. 

5. 	 The MASTERPW parameter specifies the master password of the 
master catalog. This password is required in order to export catalog 
information. 

Example 21: Using the IMPORTRA Command 
This example imports all of the files that were exported using EXPORTRA 
in Example 20. The receiving catalog is the VSAM master catalog, and the 
CATALOG parameter is used to supply its master password. 

Example 21 can be viewed as a logical follow-on to the previous examples. 

II 	JOB EXAMPL21 

II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 
IMPORTRA ­

INFILE(PORT ENV(BLKSZ(4000») ­
19D~ltim:"':Ht 
CATALOG (AMASTCAT/MCATMRPW) 

1* 
1& 

Explanation ofShIlded Items 

The shaded parameters and job control statements that appear in this exam­
ple are provided only for the convenience of users who are using the old 
(Release I) method ofjob control. Ifyou are using the job control introduced 
in VSEjVSAM Release 2, ignore this section. 
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The VSAMIN DLBL statement and its accompanying EXTENT statements 
identify the volumes of the objects to be imported. This permits them to be 
reloaded from the portable file. Thefile-ID appearing on the DLBL state­
ment is required. It is a dummy name that must not appear either in the 
catalog or among the names on the portable file. 

The OUTFILE parameter is required and identifies the VSAM volumes 
involved in the import and the dummy file-ID. Thefilename of the DLBL 
statement for these volumes must be identical to this name. 

Explanation ofJob Control Statements 

l. 	 The PORT DLBL statement identifies the portable file created by 
EXPORTRA in Example 20. , 

Explanation ofCommand 

The IMPORTRA command imports the files written on the portable file by 
EXPORTRA in Example 20. 

l. 	 The INFILE parameter is required and identifies the portable file. The 
filename of the DLBL statement for this file must be identical to this 
name. The BLKSZ parameter specifies 4000 bytes to match the block 
size specification in the XPRA command. The PD EV parameter is not 
required because INFILE is not on a tape device. 

2. 	 The CATALOG parameter is required because the catalog's master 
password is needed to import catalog information. 
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L 
Example 22: Deleting Entries in a User Catalog and the User Catalog Itself 


This example deletes entries in the VSAM user catalog and deletes the user 
catalog, D27UCAT2. The result of this job and that shown by Example 23 is 
to remove all VSAM ftles and catalogs defmed in this set of examples. 

Example 22 can be viewed as a logical follow-on to the previous examples. 

II JOB EXAMPL22 

.. 
IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

1* DELETE THE NONVSAM FILE EXAMPLE.NONVSAM1 *1 
DELETE EXAMPLE.NONVSAM1­

SCRATCH ­
:ijj~il.I~lli.l.lml::H: 
NONVSAM ­
CATALOG(D27UCAT1 i\t.~h 

1* DELETE VSAM FILES CATALOGED IN *1 
1* USER CATALOG D27UCAT2 *1 
DELETE (EXAMPLE.ESDS1/ESD1PWMR­

EXAMNEW.KSDS1/KSD1PSWD) ­
PURGE ­
I#lt_.U:.l~mIffil 
CLUSTER ­
CATALOG(D27UCAT2) 

1* DELETE THE VSAM USER CATALOG D27UCAT2 *1 
DELETE D27UCAT2/UCATMRPW­

USERCATALOG ­
PURGE 

1* 
1& 

Explanation ofShaded Items 

The shaded parameters and job control statements that appear in this exam­
ple are provided only for the convenience of users who are using the old 
(Release I) method ofjob control. If you are using the job control introduced 
in VSE/VSAM Release 2, ignore this section. 

The VSDSET2 DLBL statement identifies the VSAM key-sequenced ftle to 
be deleted. This DLBL statement is requires since the ftle was defined with 
the UNIQUE attribute. 

The UCA Tl DLBL statement identifies the catalog from which the 
non VSAM ftle is to be deleted. The catalog can only be referenced if the 
CATALOG parameter specifies the dname UCATI. 

The NONVSAM DLBL statement identifies the non VSAM ftle to be deleted. 
This DLBL statement is required to enable the SCRATCH opinion of the 
DELETE command to be executed. 

The IJSYSUC DLBL statement is required to identify the job catalog that is 
to be deleted. 

The FILE parameter in the first DELETE command is required if the 
SCRATCH option is specified because the volume containing the VTOC 
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entry must be mounted. It identifies the file to be deleted. The filename of 
the DLBL statement for this object must be identical to this name. 

The CATALOG parameter is required in this example. It identifies the 
catalog containing the entry to be deleted. This parameter must be explicitly 
specified since a DLBL statement for the job catalog (IJSYSUC) appears in 
the job control. A password is not required to delete anonVSAM entry but 
specification of the dname is required to enable the catalog to be opened. 

The FILE parameter in the second DELETE command is required since 
EXAMNEW.KSDSI was defmed with the UNIQUE attribute. The parame­
ter is not required for EXAMPLE.ESDS 1 because it was not defined with the 
UNIQUE attribute. Ifboth files were defmed with the UNIQUE attribute, a 
separate DELETE command would have to be specified for each file. 

Explturat;on ofCommands 

The first DELETE command deletes the nonVSAM file named EXAM­
PLE.NONVSAM1. 

1. 	 The name of the non VSAM file is required. 

2. 	 The SCRATCH parameter specifies that the VTOC entry of the object 
being deleted is to be removed. 

3. 	 The NONVSAM parameter insures that the entry being deleted is a 
non VSAM file. 

4. 	 The CATALOG parameter is required in this example. It identifies the 
catalog containing the entry to be deleted. A password is not required 
to delete anonVSAM entry. 

The second DELETE command deletes the VSAM files cataloged in the user 
catalog D27UCA T2. 

1. 	 The names of the VSAM entry-sequenced and key-sequenced files 
together with the master password for each are required. File EXAM­
NEW.KSDSI was originally defmed as EXAMPLE.KSDS1, but when 
Example 11 caused the file to be imported, the name was changed. 

2. 	 The PURGE parameter causes the entries to be deleted without regard 
for the retention period. 

3. 	 The CLUSTER parameter insures that the catalog object being deleted 
is a VSAM file. 

4. 	 The CATALOG parameter is required in this example. It identifies the 
catalog containing the entry to be deleted. A password is not required 
to delete a nonVSAM entry. 

The third DELETE command deletes the VSAM user catalog D27UCA T2. 

1. 	 The name of the user catalog and its master password are required. 

2. 	 The USERCATALOG parameter is required to specify that the object 
being deleted is a user catalog. 

3. 	 The PURGE parameter causes the entry to be deleted without regard 
for the retention period. 
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Example 23: Deleting Entries in the Master Catalog and the 

Master Catalog Itself 

This example deletes the second user catalog, the entries in the master cata­

log, and, finally, the master catalog itself. 


Example 23 can be viewed as a logical follow-on to the previous examples. 


// JOB EXAMPL23 


// 	EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 
/* DELETE THE VSAM USER CATALOG D27UCATl */ 
DELETE D27UCAT1/UCATMRPW­

USERCATALOG ­
PURGE 

/* DELETE VSAM ENTRY-SEQUENCED FILE NAMED */ 
/* EXAMPLE.ESDS2 FROM THE MASTER CATALOG */ 
DELETE EXAMPLE.ESDS2/ESD2MRPW­

PURGE ­
1l;.•t¥§q~.3:J.'H:
ERASE 

/* DELETE VSAM KEY-SEQUENCED FILE NAMED */ 
/* EXAMPLE.KSDS2 FROM THE MASTER CATALOG */ 
DELETE EXAMPLE.KSDS2­

tilIM~(¥Qijpl*@ 
CATALOG (AMASTCAT/MCATMRPW) 

/* DELE~E VSAM RELATIVE-RECORD FILE NAMED */ 
/* EXAMPLE.RRDSl FROM THE MASTER CATALOG */ 
DELETE EXAMPLE.RRDS1­

Etlm(uQ;tii!)iffi:.::
CLUSTER ­

/* DELETE VSAM SPACE FROM VOLUME VSER04 */ 
DELETE VSER04­

I!*YI~i¥QB¥@:a'i
SPACE ­
CATALOG (AMASTCAT/MCATUPPW) 

/* DELETE THE VSAM MASTER CATALOG */ 
DELETE AMASTCAT/MCATMRPW­

MASTERCATALOG ­
PURGE 

/* 
/& 

Explanation ofShaded Items 

The shaded parameters and job control statements that appear in this exam­
ple are provided only for the convenience of users who are using the old 
(Release I) method ofjob control. Ifyou are using the job control introduced 
in VSEjVSAM Release 2, ignore this section. 

The IJSYSUC DLBL statement is required to identify the job catalog being 
deleted. 

The VSDSET3 DLBL statement identifies the VSAM entry-sequenced file to 
be deleted. This DLBL statement is required since the ERASE option is 
specified in the DELETE command for this file. The CAT parameter will 
override the DLBL statement for the job catalog (IJSYSUC) so that the 
master catalog can be accessed to open the file for the ERASE operation. 
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Explanation ofCommands 

This DLBL statement also provides access to the catalog recovery area for 
this file. 

The VOL4 DLBL statement identifies the VSAM key-sequenced file to be 
deleted, identifies the volume containing the catalog recovery area for both 
files being deleted, and identifies the volume (i.e., VSAM data space) to be 
deleted. The CAT parameter will override the DLBL statement for the job 
catalog (IJSYSUC) so that the master catalog can be accessed to open EX­
AMPLE.KSDS2 in order to overwrite the data with binary zeros, since the 
file was defmed with the ERASE attribute. 

The FILE parameter in the second DELETE command is required when the 
ERASE option is specified to enable the file to be opened. In addition, it is 
required since the file is being deleted from a recoverable catalog. 

The FILE parameter in the third DELETE command is required since 
EXAMPLE.KSDS2, defmed with the ERASE attribute, must be opened to 
allow the data to be overwritten with binary zeros. Thefilename of the DLBL 
statement for this object must be identical to this name. In addition, it is 
required since the file is being deleted from a recoverable catalog. 

The FILE parameter in the fourth DELETE command is required since the 
catalog is recoverable and names the volume that contains the catalog re­
covery area for the object to be deleted. Thefilename of the DLBL statement 
for the object must be the same as this name. 

The FILE parameter in the fifth DELETE command is required and identi­
fies the volume to be deleted. Thefilename ofthe DLBL statement for the 
object must be the same as this name. 

The first DELETE command deletes the VSAM user catalog D27UCATI. 

1. 	 The name of the user catalog and its master password are required. 

2. 	 The USERCAT ALOG parameter is required to specify that the object 
being deleted is a user catalog. 

3. 	 The PURGE parameter causes the entry to be deleted without regard 
for the retention period. 

The second DELETE command deletes the VSAM entry-sequenced file 
EXAMPLE.ESDS2 from the master catalog. 

1. 	 The name of the VSAM file and its master password are required. 

2. 	 The PURGE parameter causes the entry to be deleted without regard 
for the retention period. 

3. 	 The ERASE parameter causes the data component to be overwritten 
with binary zeros. As a result, sensitive data is not left as a residue after 
the file is deleted. 

The third DELETE command deletes the VSAM key-sequenced file EXAM­
PLE.KSDS2 from the master catalog. This command will cause the deletion 
of all objects defmed over this base cluster, that is, the alternate index named 
EXAMPLE.AIX, which, in tum, will cause the deletion of paths over that 
object, that is, EXAMPLE.PATH. 

1. 	 The name of the VSAM file being deleted is required. 

2. 	 The CATALOG parameter identifies the catalog containing the file. 
The master password of the catalog covers the password requirements 
for all objects being deleted. 

J 
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The fourth DELETE command deletes the VSAM relative-record file EX­
AMPLE.RRDS 1 from the master catalog. 

1. 	 The name of the VSAM file being deleted is required. No password is 
required since the file is not password protected. 

2. 	 The CLUSTER parameter insures that the catalog object being deleted 
is a VSAM file. 

The fifth DELETE command deletes the VSAM data space from volume 
VSER04. Since this volume no longer has VSAM files, it will cease to belong 
to the master catalog. If VSAM files still required this volume, the deletion 
would only free unused VSAM space on the volume. 

1. 	 The volume serial number of the volume is required. 

2. 	 The SPACE parameter is required to specify that the catalog object 
being deleted is a VSAM data space. 

3. 	 The CATALOG parameter identifies the catalog containing the VSAM 
data space entry. The update or higher password of the catalog is 
required to delete a volume or space. 

The last DELETE command deletes the VSAM master catalog itself: 

1. 	 The name of the master catalog and its master password are required. 

2. 	 The MASTERCATALOG parameter is required to specify that the 
object being deleted is a master catalog. 

3. 	 The PURGE parameter causes the catalog to be deleted without regard 
for the retention period. 

IExample 24: Defining an Entry Sequence Default Model 
This example creates a default model for a VSAM entry-sequence file. 

1/ 	JOB EXAMPL24 
II 	EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

DEFINE CLUSTER­
(NAME((DEFAULT.MODEL.ESDS) ­
NOALLOCATION ­
CYLINDERS(1 1) ­
RECORDSIZE(2500 3000) ­
SPANNED ­
VOLUMES(VSER01) ­
NONINDEXED) 

CATALOG (AMASTCAT/MCATPPW) 
1* 
1& 

I Explanation ofCommand 

1. 	 The cluster parameter is required and NAME specifies the name of the 
cluster being defined. 

2. 	 The NOALLOCATION parameter indicates that no space allocation is 
to take place for the define. 

3. 	 The CYLINDERS parameter is required because the MODEL parame­
ter is not specified. One cylinder is specified for both the primary and 
secondary allocations. 

4. 	 The RECORDSIZE parameter specifies the average record size as 2500 
bytes and the maximum size as 3000 bytes. 

Appendix A: Sample Job Streams A -47 

L 



5. 	 The VOLUMES parameter specifies that the cluster will reside on 
VSEROI. 

6. 	 The NONINDEXED parameter specifies that the cluster is for an 
entry-sequenced file. 

7. 	 The CATALOG parameter specifies the name and password of the 
catalog in which the cluster will be defined. 

I Example 25: Defining a Dynamic File 
This example defines a VSAM entry-sequenced file using the default volume 
capability and the REUSE and NOALLOCATION (dynamic file) options. 

II 	JOB EXAMPL25 
II 	EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO 

DEFINE CLUSTER ­
( 	 NAME (EXAMPLE. ESDS3) ­

RECORDSIZE(100 200) ­
RECORDS(1000 200) ­
NONINDEXED ­
REUSE ­
NOALLOCATION) 

1* 

1& 


I Explanation ofCommand 

1. 	 The CLUSTER parameter is required and NAME specifies the name of 
the cluster being dermed. 

2. 	 The RECORD SIZE parameter specifies the average and maximum 
record sizes. J 

3. 	 The RECORDS parameter specifies the amount of space to be allocat­
ed to the file when the file is accessed. 

4. 	 The NONINDEXED parameter is required to override the default 
(INDEXED). 

5. 	 The REUSE and NOALLOCATION parameters indicate that the file 
has the dynamic file capability. 

6. 	 The default volumes capability is effective as the default because 
VOLUMES was not specified. (In this case, a default model for an 
entry-sequenced file must exist in the catalog.) 

I Example 26: Accessing A Dynamic File 
This example accesses the reusable VSAM entry-sequenced file dermed in 
Example 25 using the DLBL statement's DISP= operand. The file is allocat­
ed at OPEN, loaded and kept (passed) at CLOSE in the first step of the job. 
The second step accesses the passed data and then deallocates (that is, sets the 
file back to the NOALLOCATION state) the file at CLOSE. 

II 	JOB EXAMPL26 
II 	DLBL FILE1,'EXAMPLE.ESDS3' "VSAM,DISP=(NEW,KEEP) 
II 	EXEC PROG1,SIZE=AUTO 
II 	DLBL FILE2,'EXAMPLE.ESDS3' "VSAM,DISP=(OLD,DELETE) 
II EXEC PROG2,SIZE=AUTO 
1& 
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I Example 27: Defining a Partition Independent File 


I Explanation ofCommand 

This example creates a VSAM entry-sequence file. The file name will be 
'PART.lNDEP.xx" where xx is the identifier of the partition in which the job 
is executed, that is, BG, F I, F2, etc. As specified in this example, the com­
mand does not provide all the parameters necessary for successful file defIni­
tion. These parameters will be filled in by VSAM according to the values 
specified in the default model (DEFAULT.MODEL.ESDS) specified in 
Example 24. 
II JOB EXAMPLE@& 
II EXEC IDCAMS,SIZE=AUTO) 

DEFINE CLUSTER­
(NAME(IPART.INDEP) ­
NONINDEXED) 

CATALOG (AMASTCAT/MCATUPPW) 
1* 
1& 

1. 	 The CLUSTER parameter is required and NAME specifies the name of 
the cluster being defined. 

2. 	 The NONINDEXED parameter specifies that the cluster is for an 

entry-sequenced file. 


3. 	 The CATALOG parameter specifies the name and password of the 

catalog in which the cluster will be defmed. 
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Appendix B: Interpreting LISTCA T Output Listings 

The various options available in the LISTCA T command may be employed 
in numerous combinations, thus permitting you to tailor the LISTCAT 
output contents. Th;s appendix provides information on the structure of 
LISTCAT output: the order in which entries are listed and the meanings of 
the listed fields. 

In all cases, each entry listed is identified both by the type of entry (cluster, 
nonVSAM, etc.) and the name of the entry. Entries are usually listed in 
alphabetic order, according to the name of the entry. There are two excep­
tions to strict alphabetic ordering: 

I. 	 When the ENTRIES parameter is employed, the entries are listed in the 
order in which they are specified. 

2. 	 When the entry types are not restricted by use of one or more of the 
options (cluster, space, data, etc.), an entry that has associated entries is 
immediately followed by listings of the associated entries-thus a 
cluster's data, and possibly index, component is listed immediately 
following the cluster. A path is listed immediately following its pathen­
try. 

This appendix is organized in eight parts: 

• Entry type code used with Field Group Descriptions. 

• Description of Keyword Fields 

• LISTCAT and Access Method Services Output Messages 

• LISTCA T Output Listing 

• LISTCAT VOLUME Output Listing 

• LISTCA T SPACE ALL Output Listing 

• LISTCA T ALL Output Listing 

• LISTCAT ALLOCATION Output Listing 

Entry Type Code Used with Field Group Descriptions 
Although the different entry types do not use all of the fields that may be 
listed (for example, a cluster entry does not have any allocation fields), there 
is a large set of fields, and groupings of fields, that are common to most entry 
types. Accordingly, the fields are discussed as a complete set. Each field, or 
field grouping, indicates the entry types to which they apply, as follows: 

Code Meaning 

C Cluster 
D Data 
I Index 
G Alternate Index 
R Path 
U User Catalog 
V Space (that is, a volume entry)

L- A NonVSAM 
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Description of Keyword Fields 
This section of the appendix contains a description of each field name. The 
field names are in the following groups of related information: 

Group Names 

Allocation Group 
Associations Group 
Attributes Group 
Data Space Group 
History Group 
NonVSAM Entry, Special Field for 
Protection Group 
Statistics Group 
Volumes Group 
Volume Entry, Special Fields for 

Groups are in alphabetic order. Field names within each group are in alpha­
betic order, not the order of appearance in the listed entry. 

The Allocation Group (D,I) 

The fields in this group describe the space allocated to the data or index 
component defined by the entry. 

HI-ALLOC-RBA - The highest RBA (plus 1) available within allocated 
space to store data. 

HI-USED-RBA - The highest RBA (plus 1) within allocated space that 
actually contains data. This is the highest of the high-used RBAs in the 
"Volumes Groups," with a possible exception in the case that the file was 
not successfully closed and has not been verified. 

SPACE-PRI - Gives the number of units (indicated under TYPE) of 
space allocated to the data or index component when the cluster (that is, its 
data or index component) was defmed. This amount of space is to be 
allocated whenever a data component (or key range within it, and its 
associated sequence set, ifIMBED is an attribute of the cluster) is extend­
ed onto a candidate volume. 

SPACE-SEC - Gives the number of units (indicated under TYPE) of 
space to be allocated whenever a file (or key range within it) is extended 
beyond the primary space on this volume. 

SPACE-TYPE - Indicates the unit of space allocation: 

BLOCK-Blocks 

CYLINDER~ylinders 

TRACK-Tracks 

USECLASS-PRI-Indicates the primary useclass of a catalog, cluster, 
or alternate index. 

USECLASS-SEC-Indicates the secondary useclass of a catalog, 
cluster, or alternate index. 

The Associations Group (G,R, C,D,I) 

This grouping lists the types (cluster, data,etc.) and entry names of each entry 
associated with the present entry. A cluster or alternate index entry will 
indicate its associated path entries and data and index (if a key-sequenced 
file) entries. Similarly, an index or data entry will indicate its associated 
cluster or alternate index of which it is a component. 
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• 	 An alternate-index entry points to: 

- Its associated data and index entries. 

- Its base cluster's cluster entry. 

- Each associated path entry. 

• 	 An alternate-index's data entry points to: 

- Its associated alternate-index entry. 

• 	 An alternate-index's index entry points to: 

- Its associated alternate-index entry. 

• 	 A cluster entry points to: 

- Its associated data entry. 

- Each associated path entry. 

- For a key-sequenced cluster, its associated index entry. 

- For a cluster with alternate indexes, each associated alternate index 
entry. 

• 	 A cluster's data entry points to: 

- Its associated cluster entry. 

• 	 A cluster's index entry points to: 

- Its associated cluster entry. 

• 	 A path entry (that establishes the connection between a base cluster and 
an alternate index) points to: 

- Its associated alternate index entry, and the alternate index's associated 
data and index entries. 

-	 The data entry ofits associated base cluster. 

-	 For a key-sequenced base cluster, the index entry of its associated base 
cluster. 

• 	 Path entry (that establishes the connection to the base cluster) points to: 

- Its associated base cluster entry. 

- The data entry of its associated base cluster. 

- For a key-sequenced cluster, the index entry of its associated base 
cluster. 

AIX - Identifies an alternate-index entry. 

CLUSTER - Identifies a cluster entry. 

DATA - Identifies a data entry. 

INDEX - Identifies an index entry. 

NONVSAM - Identifies a nonVSAM ftle entry. 

PATH - Identifies a path entry. 

UCAT - Identifies a user catalog entry. 
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The Attributes Group (D,I,G,R) 

The fields in this group describe the miscellaneous attributes of the entry. See 
the DEFINE command for further discussion of most ofthese attributes. 

AVGLRECL - The average length of data records. A VGLRECL equals 
MAXLRECL when the records are fixed-length. 

AXRKP - Indicates, for an AIX, the alternate index Relative Key Position. 
The offset, from the beginning of the base cluster's data record, at which the 
alternate-key field begins. 

BUFSPACE - The minimum buffer space in virtual storage to be provided 
by a processing program. 

CIFORMAT - See Using the VSEjVSAM Space Management/or SAM 
Feature. 

CI/CA - The number of control intervals per control area. (If this field 
contains 0, see Using the VSEjVSAM Space Management/or SAM Feature.) 

CISIZE - The size, in bytes, of the entry's control intervals (see the CON­
TROLINTERV ALSIZE parameter-this listed value is the size which either 
was specified in the parameter or was computed when the entry was dermed). 
(If this field contains 0, see Using the VSEjVSAM Space Management/or 
SAM Feature.) 

ERASE - Records are to be erased (set to binary Os) when deleted. 

EXCPEXIT - The name of the object's exception exit routine. 

EXP-DEFINE - See Using the VSEjVSAM Space Management/or SAM 
Feature. 

IMBED - The sequence-set index record is stored along with its associated 
data control area. 

IMP-DEFINE - See Using the VSEjVSAM Space Management/or SAM 
Feature. 

INH-UPDATE - The data component cannot be updated. Either the data 
component was exported with INHIBITSOURCE specified, or exported and 
imported with INHIBITT ARGET specified, or its entry was modified by 
way of ALTER, with INHIBIT specified. 

INDEXED - The data component has an index-it is key-sequenced. 

KEYLEN - The length of the key field in a data record. 

MAXLRECL - The maximum length of data or index records. 
AVGLRECL equals MAXLRECL when the records are fixed-length. 

MAXRECS - Identifies the highest-possible relative-record number that 
can be addressed for this relative-record file. This number depends on the 
control-interval size and record size specified for the file. 

NOALLOC - No space is allocated to the file, (that is, the file has the 
potential to have no space; it may have space if it is dynamic). 

NOCIFORMAT - See Using the VSEjVSAM Space Management/or SAM 
Feature. 

NOERASE - Records are not to be erased (set to binary Os) when deleted. 

NOIMBED - The sequence-set index record is not stored along with its 
associated data control area. 

NONINDEXED - The data component has no index-it is entry­
sequenced. 
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NONSPANNED - Data records cannot span control intervals. 

NONUNIQKEY - For an AIX more than one data record in the base 
cluster can contain the same alternate-key value. 

NOREPLICAT - Index records are not replicated. 

NOREUSE - The fIle cannot be reused. 

NOTUSABLE - The entry is not usable either because the catalog could 
not be correctly recovered (see RESETCAT IGNORE option) or because 
space or critical volumes allocated for the file has been deleted by the DE­
LETE FORCE option or by ALTER REMOVEVOLUMES. 

NOUPDATE - When the path is opened for processing, its associated base 
cluster and index are opened but the base cluster's upgrade set is not opened. 

NOUPGRADE - The alternate index is not upgraded unless it is opened 
and being used to access the base cluster's data records. 

NOWRITECHK - Write operations are not checked for media recording 
correctness. 

NUMBERED - The cluster is a relative-record file. 

ORDERED - Volumes are used for space allocation in the order they were 
specified when the cluster/alternate index was defmed. 

RECFORMAT - See Using the VSE/VSAM Space Management/or SAM 
Feature. 

RECOVERY - A temporary CLOSE is issued as each control area of the 
fIle is loaded, so the whole fIle won't have to be reloaded ifa serious error 
occurs during loading. 

RECORDS/CI- Specifies the number of records, or slots, in each control 
interval of a relative-record fIle. 

RECV ABLE - This attribute is set in the data entry of a recoverable catalog, 
and each of the catalog's volumes contains a catalog recovery area. 

REPLICATE - Index records are replicated (that is, each is duplicated 
around a track ofthe index's direct-access device). 

REUSE - The file can be reused (that is, its contents are temporary and its 
high-used RBA can be reset to 0 each time it is opened). 

RKP - Relative Key Position, the offset from the beginning of the logical 
record, for this entry itself, at which the key field begins. Implicitly defmed 
by VSAM for an alternate index. For a cluster, see the KEYS parameter. 

SAMDATASET - See Using the VSE/VSAM Space Management/or SAM 
Feature. 

SAMLRECL - See Using the VSE/VSAM Space Management/or SAM 
Feature. 

SHROPTNS - (n,m) The numbers nand m identify the types of sharing 
permitted. See SHAREOPTIONS in the DEFINE CLUSTER or DEFINE 
ALTERN ATEINDEX sections for more details. 

SPANNED - Data records can be longer than control-interval length, and 
can cross, or span, control-interval boundaries. 

SPEED - CLOSE is not issued until the fIle has been loaded. 

SUBALLOC - More than one VSAM cluster or alternate index can share 
the data space. A VSAM catalog might also occupy the data space. 

Appendix B: Interpreting LISTCAT Output Listings B -5 



The Data Space Group (V) 

TEMP-EXP - Indicates that the TEMPORARY option was employed 
when this file was exported (see EXPORT command). This field is omitted 
should the file not be temporarily exported. 

UNIQUE - Only one VSAM cluster or alternate index can occupy the data 
space-the cluster or alternate index is unique. 

UNIQUEKEY - For an AIX the alternate-key value identifies one, and only 
one, data record in the base cluster. 

UNORDERED - Volumes specified when the cluster was defined can be 
used for space allocation in any order. 

UPDATE - When the path is opened, the upgrade set's alternate indexes 
(associated with the path's base cluster) are also opened and are updated 
when the base cluster's contents change. 

UPGRADE - When the alternate index's base cluster is opened, the alter­
nate index is also opened and will be updated to reflect any changes to the 
base cluster's contents. 

VSAMDATSET - Indicates that this is a VSAM entry-sequenced file (not a 
SAM ESDS file). 

WRITECHECK - Write operations are checked for correctness. 

The fields in this group are included by LISTCAT, as part of a volume entry, 
for each data space on the volume. If a volume contains no data spaces, it is a 
candidate volume. 

ATIRIBUTES - Describes the attributes of the data space. 

AUTOMATIC - The data space was created by a secondary allocation 
operation. Ifa VSAM file must be given additional space on a volume and 
all existing data spaces are full, an existing data space will be extended, or 
a new one allocated on the volume, using catalog DAD SM. A new data 
space so allocated is known as an implicit or automatic data space (this 
attribute is not utilized by DOS/VSE). 

CLASS-Indicates the class of space on the storage volume. 

EXPLICIT - The data space was created explicitly by a DEFINE 
MASTERCATALOG or USERCAT ALOG command, or a DEFINE 
ALTERNATEINDEX or DEFINE CLUSTER command with the UNI­
QUE attribute specified, or by a DEFINE SPACE. 

MASTER CAT - The data space contains the master catalog. 

SUBALLOC - The data space might contain several VSAM clusters. 

USERCAT - The data space contains a user catalog. 

UNIQUE - The data space contains a single (unique) VSAM file 

component. 


DATASET DIRECTORY - Lists the VSAM files that can be stored (see 
CANDIDATE below) or actually are stored (in whole or in part) in the data 
space. 

ATIRIBUTES - Describes the relation between the named file and the 
data space. 

CANDIDATE-The volume is a candidate for storing the file 

(NULL)-The file is stored (in whole or in part) in the data space 
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DSN - The file or data set name of the object that can be stored or is 
stored on the volume. 

EXTENTS - The number of file suballocated extents for the file within 
the data space. 

DATASETS - The number ofVSAM files stored (in whole or in part) in the 
data space. (The number does not include flies for which the volume is a 
candidate. ) 

EXTENT-DESCRIPTOR - Describes the data space extent. 

BEG-BLOCK-The device address (in decimal) of the extents (FBA devices 
only). 

BEG-CCHH - The device address (that is, CC = cylinder and HH = 
track) of the extent. 

BLOCKS-TOTAL-The total number ofblocks (in decimal) allocated to 
the data space (FBA devices only). 

BLOCKS-USED--The number ofblocks (in decimal) allocated to files 
and catalogs (FBA devices only). 

SPACE-MAP (for CKD devices) - A hexadecimal number that tells 
what tracks are used and what tracks are free in the extent. The number 
consists ofone or more RLCs (run length codes). The fust RLC gives the 
number ofcontiguous used tracks, starting at the beginning of the extent; if 
all of the tracks in the extent are used, there is only one RLC. The second 
RLC gives the number of contiguous/ree tracks, beyond the used tracks. 
A third RLC gives used tracks again, a fourth gives free tracks, and so on. 

A I-byte RLC gives the number of tracks less than 250; a 3-byte RLC 
gives the number of tracks equal to or greater than 250. That is, if the fIrst 
byte ofan RLC is X'F9' (249) or less, it is the only byte of the RLC and 
gives the number of tracks. If the fIrst byte of an RLC is X'FA' (250) or 
more, the byte is followed by two more bytes that give the number of 
tracks (the fIrst byte means nothing more than to look at the next two 
bytes). 

SPACE-MAP (for FBA devices}-A hexadecimal number that tells what 
blocks are used and what blocks are free in the extent. Each RLC (run 
length code) is always four bytes long. 

TRACKS-TOTAL- The total number of tracks (in decimal) allocated to 
the data space. 

TRACKS-USED - The number of tracks (in decimal) allocated to files 
and catalogs. 

EXTENTS - The number of file suballocated extents in the data space. 

FORMAT-I-LABEL - IdentifIes the Format-l label that describes the data 
space. 

BLOCK-The address (in decimal) of the Format I label in the VTOC 
(FBA devices only). 

CCHUR - The device address (that is, CC = cylinder, UH = track, and 
R = record number) of the Format-l label in the Volume Table of Con­
tents. 

TIMESTAMP - The time the data space was allocated (time-of-day 
clock value). The Format-l label contains the timestamp, as a part of the 
VSAM generated name. 
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SEC-ALLOC - Gives the number of units (indicated under TYPE) of 
space to be allocated whenever the data space is extended (not utilized by 
DOSjVSE). 

TYPE - Indicates the unit of space allocation: 

BLOCK-Blocks 

CYLINDER-Cylinders 

TRACK-Tracks 

The History Group (C,D,G,J,R) 

The fields in this group identify the object's owner, identify its catalog re­
covery volume and release level, and give its creation and expiration dates. 

entryname - The name of the cataloged object. The entryname can be 
specified with the ENTRIES parameter of LISTCA T to identify a catalog 
entry. 

HISTORY - This field includes the following fields: 

CREATION - The julian date (yy.ddd) the entry was created. 

EXPIRATION - The julian date (yy.ddd) on which the entry can be 
deleted without specifying the PURGE parameter in the DELETE com­
mand. Julian date 99.999 indicates that PURGE is always required to 
delete the object. 

OWNER-IDENT - The identity of the owner of the object described by 
the entry. J 
RCVY-CI - If the entry is in a recoverable catalog, this field contains the 
control interval number in the catalog recovery area where a duplicate of 
the entry can be found. 

RCVY -DEVT - If the entry is in a recoverable catalog, this field identifies 
the recovery volume's device type. 

RCVY-VOL - If the entry is in a recoverable catalog, this field contains 
the recovery volume's serial number. 

RELEASE - The release of VSAM under which the entry was created 
(not the same as the release number of OSjVS2): 

1 = DOSjVS 28, 29, and 30 

2 = DOSjVS 31 to DOSjVS 34 and VSE 

The NonVSAM Entry, Special Field For (A) 

The special field for anonVSAM file describes anonVSAM file stored on 
magnetic tape. 

FSEQN - The sequence number (for the tape volume indicated under the 
"VOLUMES group" keyword VOLSER) of the file on which the nonVSAM 
file is stored. 
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The Protection Group (C,D, G,I,R) 

The Statistics Group (D,I) 

The fields in this group describe how the alternate index, cluster, data compo­
nent, index component, or path defmed by the entry is protected. NULL or 
SUPPRESSED might be listed under PROTECTION: 

NULL indicates that the object defmed by the entry has no passwords. 

SUPP indicates that the master password of neither the catalog nor the entry 
was specified, so authority to list protection information is not granted. 

ATTEMPTS - Gives the number oftimes (zero through seven) the console 
operator is allowed to attempt to enter a correct password. 

CODE - Gives the one to eight character code used to tell the console 
operator what alternate index, catalog, cluster, path, data component, or 
index component requires him to enter a password. NULL is listed under 
CODE if a code is not used-the object requiring the password is identified 
with its full name. 

CONTROLPW - The control-interval password (that is, the password for 
control-interval access). NULL indicates no control-interval password. 

MASTERPW - The master password. 

READPW - The read-only password. NULL indicates no read-only pass­
word. 

UPDATEPW - The update password. NULL indicates no update pass­
word. 

USAR - The contents (1 to 255 bytes, in character format) of the USAR 
(user-security-authorization record). This is the information specified in the 
string subparameter of the AUTH subparameter of the DEFINE command. 

USVR - The name of the user-written program which is to be invoked to 
verify authorization of any access to the entry; known as the USVR-User 
Security Verification Routine. 

The fields in this group give numbers and percentages that tell how much 
activity has taken place in the processing of a data or index component. 

FREESPACE-%CI - Percentage of space to be left free in a control interval 
for subsequent processing. 

FREESPACE-%CA - Percentage of control intervals to be left free in a 
control area for subsequent processing. 

FREESPC-BYTES - For the data component of a KSDS or RRDS­
actual number of bytes of unused control areas in the total amount of allocat­
ed space. 

For the data component of an ESDS - actual number of the bytes of unused 
control intervals in the total amount of allocated space. 

For the index component - actual number of bytes ofunused control inter­
vals in the total amount of allocated space. 

INDEX - This field appears only in an index entry. The fields under it 
describe activity in the index component. 

ENTRIES/SECT - The desired number of entries in each section of 
entries in an index record. Used by VSAM for further calculations. 
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The Volumes Group (D,I) 

HI-LEVEL-RBA - The RBA (relative byte address) of the highest-level 
index record. 

LEVELS - The number of levels of records in the index. The number is 
oifno records have been loaded into the key-sequenced file to which the 
index belongs. 

SEQ-SET-RBA - A decimal field which contains the RBA of the first 
sequence-set record. The sequence set might be separated from the index 
set by some quantity of RBA space. 

The remaining fields in the Statistics Group, except for the SYSTEM­
TIMESTAMP field, are updated only when the file is closed. 

Note: If the CLOSE disposition of the file results in the resetting or dealloca­
tion of the file, the statistics group will be zero. 

EXCPS - EXCP (execute channel program-SVC 0) macro instructions 
issued by VSAM against the data or index component. 

EXTENTS - Extents in the data or index component. 

REC-DELETED - The number of records that have been deleted from the 
data or index component. 

REC-INSERTED - The number of records inserted into the data compo­
nent that have not been added to the end of the file. 

REC-RETRIEVED - The number of records that have been retrieved from 
the data or index component, whether for update or not for update. 

REC-TOTAL - The total number of records actually in the data or index 
component. Note that for relative record files this is the number ofslots that 
have been formatted. 

REC-UPDATED - The number of records that have been retrieved for 
update and rewritten. This value does not reflect those records which were 
deleted. A record that is updated and then deleted is still counted in the 
update statistics. 

SPLITS-CA - Control-area splits. Half the data records in a control area 
were written into a new control area and then were deleted from the old 
control area. 

SPLITS-CI - Control-interval splits. Half the data records in a control 
interval were written into a new control interval and then were deleted from 
the old control interval. 

SYSTEM-TIMESTAMP - The time (time-of-day clock value) the data or 
index component was last closed (after being opened for operations that 
might have changed its contents). 

The fields in this group identify the volume(s) on which a data component, 
index component, user catalog, or non VSAM file is stored. It also identifies 
candidate volume(s) for a data or index component. The fields describe the 
type of volume and give, for a data or index component, information about 
the space the object uses on the volume. 

• 	 If an entry-sequenced or relative-record cluster's data component has more 
than one VOLUMES group, each group describes the extents that contain 
data records for the cluster on a specific volume. 

J 
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• 	 If a key-sequenced cluster's data component has more than one VOL­
UMES group, each group describes the extents that contain data records 
for the cluster, or one of its key ranges, on a specific volume. 

• 	 If a key-sequenced cluster's index component has more than one VOL­
UMES group, each group describes the extents that contain index records 
for the cluster, or one of its key ranges, on a specific volume. The first 
VOLUMES group describes the extent that contains the high-level index 
records (that is, index records in levels above the sequence set level). Each 
of the next groups describe the extents that contain sequence-set index 
records for the cluster, or one of its key ranges, on a specific volume. The 
index component of a key-sequence file with the imbed attribute will have 
a minimum of two Volumes Groups, one for the imbedded sequence set 
and one for a high-level index. The extents for the imbedded sequence set 
will be the same as those for the data component. 

BLOCKS/CA - The number of blocks (in decimal) which comprise a 
control area. (Applies to FBA devices only.) 

BLKS/MIN-CA - The number of blocks (in decimal) that VSAM can write 
in a minimum control area unit on the volume. (Applies only to FBA de­
vices.) 

DEVTYPE - The type of device to which the volume belongs. 

EXTENT-NUMBER - The number of extents allocated for the data or 
index component on the volume. 

EXTENT-TYPE - The type of extents: 

00---The extents are contiguous. 

40--The extents are not preformatted. The extents can be contiguous. 

86-A sequence set occupies a track adjacent to a control area. 

EXTENTS - Gives the physical and relative-byte addresses of each extent. 
If extent-number is 0 (NOALLOC), these fields that follow (BLOCKS to 
TRACKS) are not printed. 

BLOCKS - The number of blocks (in decimal) in the extent. (Applies to 
FBA devices only.) 

HIGH-BLOCK - The device address of the end of the extent. (Applies to 
FBA devices only). 

HIGH-CCHH - The device address (that is, CC = cylinder and HH = 
track) of the end of the extent. 

HIGH-RBA - A decimal field containing the RBA (relative byte address) 
of the end of the extent. 

LOW-BLOCK - The device address of the beginning of the extent. 

(Applies to FBA devices only). 


LOW-CCHH - The device address (that is, CC = cylinder and HH = 
track) ofthe beginning of the extent. 

LOW-RBA - A decimal field containing the RBA (relative byte address) 
of the beginning of the extent. 

TRACKS - The number of tracks in the extent, from low to high device 
addresses. 
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HIGH-KEY I - For a key-sequenced file with the KEYRANGE attribute, 
the highest hexadecimal value allowed in the key field of a record in the key 
range. A maximum of 64 bytes can appear in HIGH-KEY. 

HI-KEY-RBAI - For a key-sequenced file, the RBA (relative byte address) 
in decimal of the control interval on the volume that contains the highest­
keyed record in the file or key range. 

LOW-KEyl - For a key-sequenced file with the KEYRANGE attribute, the 
lowest hexadecimal value allowed in the key field of a record in the file or 
key range. A maximum of 64 bytes can appear in LOW-KEY. 

PHYRECS/TRKI - The number of physical records (of the size indicated 
under PHYRECS-SIZE) that VSAM can write on a track on the volume. 

PHYREC-SIZE - The number ofbytes that VSAM uses for a physical 
record in the data or index component. 

HI-ALLOC-RBA - The highest RBA (plus I) available within allocated 
space to store data component, its key-range, the index component, or the 
sequence set records ofa key range. 

HI-USED-RBA 

For the data component of a KSDS or RRDS - The highest RBA of a 
control area (plus I) within space allocated to the component (or to a 
keyrange) that actually contains data. 

For the data component of an ESDS - The highest RBA of a control 
interval (plus I) that actually contains data. 

F or the index component - The highest RBA ofa control interval (plus I) 
within space allocated to the component (or to sequence set records ofa 
keyrange) that actually contains index records. 

TRACKS/CA - The number of tracks which comprise a control area. (This 
value is computed when the entry is defmed, and reflects the optimum size of 
the control area for the given device type and the nature of the entry-­
whether indexed, non-indexed, or numbered.) For a key-sequenced file with 
the imbedded attribute, this value includes the sequence set track. 

VOLFLAG - Indicates whether the volume is a candidate volume or the 
first or a subsequent volume on which data in a given key range is stored. 

CANDIDATE - The volume is a candidate for storing the data or index 
component, but which as yet has no space allocated upon it for the entry. 

OVERFLOW - The volume is an overflow volume on which data re­
cords in a key range are stored. The keyrange begins on another (a 
PRIME) volume. 

PRIME - The volume is the first volume on which data records in a key 
range are stored. 

VOLSER - The one through six character volume serial. 

I Multiple keyranges might reside on a single volume-the volumes 
group is repeated for each such keyrange field. 
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Tile Volume Entry, Special Fields For (VJ 

The special fields for a volume entry describe the characteristics of the space 
that VSAM uses on the volume. 

volume serial number - The name of the cataloged volume entry. The 
volume serial number can be specified with the ENTRIES parameter of 
LISTCA T to identify the volume entry. 

BLKS/MAX-CA - The number of blocks (in decimal) in the largest control 
area on the volume (FBA devices only). 

BLKS/MIN-CA - The number of blocks (in decimal) that VSAM can use 
in a minimum control area unit on the volume (FBA devices only). 

BLOCKS/VOL - The number of blocks (in decimal) that VSAM can use 
on the volume. This does not include alternate blocks reserved for error 
recovery (FBA devices only). 

BYTES/TRK - The number of bytes that VSAM can use on each track on 
the volume, including alternate track cylinders. 

CYLS/VOL - The number of cylinders that VSAM can use on the volume, 
including alternate track cylinders. 

DAT ASETS-ON-VOL - The number ofVSAM clusters that reside, in 
whole or in part, on the volume. If the number of data spaces is zero, then 
this is a candidate volume only and the Data Space grouping is omitted. (The 
number includes files for which the volume is a candidate.) 

DATASPCS-ON-VOL - The number ofVSAM data spaces on the volume. 
If the number of data spaces is zero, then this is a candidate volume only and 
the data space grouping is omitted. 

DEVTYPE - The type of device to which this volume belongs. 

MAX-PHYREC-SZ - The size of the largest physical record that VSAM 
can write on the volume. 

MAX-EXT / ALLOC - The maximum number of extents that can be subal­
located on the volume for a single file. 

TRKS/CYL - The number of tracks in each cylinder on the volume. 

VOLUME-TIMESTAMP - The time (time-of-day clock value) VSAM last 
changed the contents of the volume. The Format-4label contains the times­
tamp at offset 76 (X'4C'). 

Examples of LISTCAT Output Listings 
This section of the appendix illustrates the kind of output you can get when 
you specify LISTCA T parameters. It also describes the job control language 
you can specify and the output messages you get when the LISTCAT proce­
dure executes successfully. 

LISTCA. T and Access Method Services Output Messages 

When the LISTCAT job completes, Access Method Services provides mes­
sages and diagnostic information. If an error occurred, an analysis of the 
error message can be found in VSE/VSAM Messages and Codes. When your 
LISTCAT job completes successfully, Access Method Services provides 
messages that follow the entry listing (see Figure B-1). 

The first line identifies the catalog which contains the listed entries. 
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The next group oflines specifies the number of each entry-type and the total 
number ofentries, that were listed. This statistical information can help you 
determine the approximate size, in records, of your catalog. 

The next line specifies the number ofentries that couldn't be listed because 
the appropriate password was not specified. 

The last two messages indicate that the LISTCAT command (FUNCTION) 
and the job step (IDCAMS) completed successfully. 

LISTING FROM CATALOG -- MJKCAT 
THE NUMBER OF ENTRIES PROCESSED WAS: 


AIX -------------------1 

CLUSTER ---------------2 

DATA ------------------3 

INDEX -----------------3 

NONVSAM ---------------1 

PATH ------------------1 

SPACE -----------------2 

USERCATALOG -----------0 

TOTAL ----------------13 


THE NUMBER OF PROTECTED ENTRIES SUPPRESSED WAS 0 
IDC0001I FUNCTION COMPLETED, HIGHEST CONDITION CODE WAS 0 

Figure B·l. Messages that Follow the Entry Listing 
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LlSTCA T Output Listillg 

When you specify LISTCA T without any parameters, the entryname and 
type of each entry is listed (see Figure D-2). The same listing would result if 
the NAMES parameter were specified. 

You can use this type of listing to list the name of each cataloged object and 
to determine the number of entries in the catalog. The total number ofentries 
is an approximate size, in records, of your catalog. 

/. A: LIST ENTRYNAMES OF THE JOB CATALOG ./ 
• 	 LISTCAT­

CATALOG (MJKCAT) 

LISTING FROM CATALOG -- MJKCAT 
VOLUME -------- FBA001 

AIX ----------- MJK.ALT.INDEX1 
DATA ------- T1E62BAO.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.TBED1AE4.T1E62BAO 

INDEX ------ T1E6F2AO.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.T8ED1AE4.T1E6F2AO 

PATH ------- MJK.AIX1.PATH 


CLUSTER ------- MJK.CLUSTER1 
DATA ------- TBA10D20.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.TBED1ADE.TBA10D20 
INDEX ------ TBAAB330.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.TBED1ADE.TBAAB330 

NONVSAM ------- MJK.NONVSAM1 
CLUSTER ------- MJKCAT 

DATA ------- VSAM.CATALOG.BASE.DATA.RECORD 
INDEX ------ VSAM.CATALOG.BASE.INDEX.RECORD 

VOLUME -------- 111111 

LISTING FROM CATALOG -- MJKCAT 
THE NUMBER OF ENTRIES PROCESSED WAS: 


AIX -------------------1 

CLUSTER ---------------2 

DATA ------------------3 

INDEX -----------------3 

NONVSAM ---------------1 

PATH ------------------1 

SPACE -----------------2 

US~RCATALOG -----------0 

TOTAL ----------------13 


THE NUMBER OF PROTECTED ENTRIES SUPPRESSED WAS 0 
IDC00011 FUNCTION COMPLETED, HIGHEST CONDITION CODE WAS 0 

Figure B-2. An Example of LISTCAT Output When No Parameters are Specified 
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LISTCAT VOLUME Output Listing 

When the LISTCAT command is specified with the VOLUME parameter, 
the volume serial number and device type ofeach volume that contains part 
or all of the cataloged object are listed (see Figure B-3). 

/- B: LIST VOLUMES FOR SELECTED ENTRIES -/ 
LISTCAT ­

VOLUME 

LISTING FROM CATALOG -- MJKCAT 

VOLUME --------------- FBAOOI 
HISTORY 

RELEASE----------------2 
VOLUMES 

VOLSER------------FBAOOI DEVTYPE--------------FBA 
AIX ---------- MJK.ALT.INDEXI 

HISTORY 
OWNER-IDENT-------(NULL) CREATION----------79.226 
RELEASE----------------2 EXPIRATION--------OO.OOO 

DATA ------- T1E628AO.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.T8ED1AE4.T1E628AO 
HISTORY 

OWNER-IDENT-------(NULL) CREATION----------79.226 
RELEASE----------------2 EXPIRATION--------OO.OOO 

VOLUMES 
VOLSER------------FBAOOI DEVTYPE--------------FBA 

INDEX ------ T1E6F2AO.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.T8ED1AE4.T1E6F2AO 
HISTORY 

OWNER-IDENT-------(NULL) CREATION----------79.226 
RELEASE----------------2 EXPIRATION--------OO.OOO 

VOLUMES 
VOLSER------------FBAOOI DEVTYPE--------------FBA 

PATH ------- MJK.AIX1.PATH 
HISTORY 

OWNER-IDENT-------(NULL) CREATION----------79.226 
RELEASE----------------2 EXPIRATION--------OO.OOO 

CLUSTER ------- MJK.CLUSTERI 
HISTORY 

OWNER-IDENT-----OWNCLUST CREATION----------79.226 
RELEASE----------------2 EXPIRATION--------79.326 

DATA ------- TBA10D20.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.T8ED1ADE.TBA10D20 
HISTORY 

OWNER-IDENT-------(NULL) CREATION----------79.226 
RELEASE----------------2 EXPIRATION--------79.326 

VOLUMES 
VOLSER------------FBAOOI DEVTYPE--------------FBA 

INDEX ------ TBAA8330.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.T8ED1ADE.TBAA8330 
HISTORY 

OWNER-IDENT-------(NULL) CREATION----------79.226 
RELEASE----------------2 EXPIRATION--------79.326 

VOLUMES 
VOLSER------------FBAOOI DEVTYPE--------------FBA 

NONVSAM ------- MJK.NONVSAMI 
HISTORY 

RELEASE----------------2 
VOLUMES 

VOLSER------------335001 DEVTYPE-------------3350 

CLUSTER ------- MJKCAT 
HISTORY 

OWNER-IDENT-------(NULL) CREATION----------79.226 
RELEASE----------------2 EXPIRATION--------99.999 

DATA ------- VSAM.CATALOG. BASE. DATA. RECORD 
HISTORY 

OWNER-IDENT-------(NULL) CREATION----------79.226 
RELEASE----------------2 EXPIRATION--------99.999 

VOLUMES 
VOLSER------------llllll DEVTYPE-------------3330 

INDEX ------ VSAM.CATALOG.BASE.INDEX.RECORD 
HISTORY 

OWNER-IDENT-------(NULL) CREATION----------79.226 
RELEASE----------------2 EXPIRATION--------99.999 

VOLUMES 

VOLSER-~----------111111 DEVTYPE-------------3330 


VOLUME -------- 111111 
HISTORY 

RELEASE----------------2 
VOLUMES 

VOLSER------------lll111 DEVTYPE-------------3330 

Figure 8-3. An Example of LlSTCAT VOLUME Output (Part I of 2) 
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LISTING FROM CATALOG -- MJKCAT 

THE NUMBER OF ENTRIES PROCESSED WAS: 


AIX -------------------1 

CLUSTER ---------------2 

DATA ------------------3 

INDEX -----------------3 

NONVSAM ---------------1 

PATH ------------------1 

SPACE -----------------2 

USERCATALOG -----------0 

TOTAL ----------------13 

THE NUMBER OF PROTECTED ENTRIES SUPPRESSED WAS 0 
IDC00011 FUNCTION COMPLETED, HIGHEST CONDITION CODE WAS 0 

Figure 8-3. An Example of LISTCAT VOLUME Output (Part 20f2) 
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LISTCAT SPACE ALL Output Listing 

When the LISTCAT command is specified with the SPACE and ALL par­
ameters, all the information for each volume entry in the catalog is listed (see 
Figure B-4). You can use this type of listing to determine how much space on 
each cataloged volume is allocated to VSAM data spaces. You may have to 
list the volume's table of contents (VTOC) to determine how all of the 
volume's space is allocated. 

/* C: LIST VOLUME INFORMATION FOR THE VOLUMES ­
CONTROLLED BY THE CATALOG */ 

LISTCAT ­
SPACE ­
ALL ­
CATALOG (MJKCAT) 

LISTING FROM CATALOG -- MJKCAT 
VOLUME ------- FBA001 

HISTORY 
RELEASE----------------2 

CHARACTERISTICS 
BLK/MIN-CA------------11 DEVTYPE -------------FBA DATASETS-oN-VOL-------4 
BLK/MAX-CA-----------132 VOLUME-TIMESTAMP MAX-EXT/ALLOC-----------5 DATASPCS-oN-VOL-------1 
BLOCKS/VOL---------91608 X'SED1AD13DF304000' 

DATASPACE 
DATASETS---------------4 FORMAT-1LABEL ATTRIBUTES 
EXTENTS----------------1 RRNUM------------------3 SUBALLOC 
SEC-ALLOC--------------O TIMESTAMP EXPLICIT 
TYPE---------------BLOCK X'SED1AD13DF304000' 
CLASS------------------1 
EXTENT-DESCRIPTOR 
BLOCKS-TOTAL--------41SO BEG-BLOCK------------S06 SPACE-MAP-----0000006EOOOOOFE6 
BLOCKS-USED----------110 
DATASET-DIRECTORY 

DSN---TBA10D20.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.TSED1ADE.TBA10D20 ATTRIBUTES--------(NULL) EXTENTS----------------1 
DSN---TBAAB330.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.TSED1ADE.TBAAS330 ATTRIBUTES--------(NULL) EXTENTS----------------1 
DSN---T1E62SAO.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.TSED1AE4.T1E62SAO ATTRIBUTES------~-(NULL) EXTENTS----------------1 
DSN---T1E6F2AO.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.TSED1AE4.T1E6F2AO ATTRIBUTES--------(NULL) EXTENTS----------------1 

VOLUME -------- 111111 
HISTORY 

RELEASE----------------2 
CHARACTERISTICS 

BYTES/TRK~---------1316S DEVTYPE-------------3330 MAX-PHYREC-SZ------13030 DATASETS-oN-VOL--------1 
TRKS/CYL--------------19 VOLUME-TIMESTAMP MAX-EXT/ALLOC----------S DATASPCS-ON-VOL--------1 J
CYLS/VOL-------------411 X'SED1AC2FB51C4000' 

DATASPACE 
DATASETS---------------1 FORMAT-1-LABEL ATTRIBUTES 
EXTENTS----------------1 CCHHR------X'0027000003' SUBALLOC 
SEC-ALLOC-------------19 TIMESTAMP EXPLICIT 
TYPE---------------TRACK X'SED1AC2FBS1C4000' USERCAT 
CLASS------------------1 
EXTENT-DESCRIPTOR 
TRACKS-TOTAL---------190 BEG-CCHH-----X' 00030000' SPACE-MAP---------------4B73 
TRACKS-USED-----------7S 
DATASET-DIRECTORY 
DSN----MJKCAT ATTRIBUTES--------(NULL) EXTENTS----------------3 

LISTING FROM CATALOG -- MJKCAT 
THE NUMBER OF ENTRIES PROCESSED WAS 

AIX -------------------0 
CLUSTER ---------------0 
DATA ------------------0 
INDEX -----------------0 
NONVSAM ---------------0 
PATH ------------------0 
SPACE -----------------2 
USERCATALOG -----------0 
TOTAL -----------------2 

THE NUMBER OF PROTECTED ENTRIES SUPPRESSED WAS 0 
IDC0001I FUNCTION COMPLETED, HIGHEST CONDITION CODE WAS 0 

Figure B-4. An Example of LISTCAT SPACE ALL Output 
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LISTCA. T A.LL Output Listing 
When you specify the LISTCAT command and include the ALL parameter, 
all the information for each catalog entry is listed (see Figure B-S). This 
example illustrates the LISTCA T output for each type of catalog entry. You 
can use this type of listing to obtain all cataloged information (except pass­
word and security information) about each entry that is listed. When you 
want to list an entry's passwords, you must provide the catalog's master 
password (which results in listing the passwords of each password-protected 
entry) or each entry's master password. 
Note: When ENTRIES is specified, you specify only those entrynames that identify catalog 
entries which aren't volume entries. If a volume serial number is specified with the ENTRIES 
parameter, then entrynames of other entry types cannot also be specified. However, if the 
ENTRIES parameter is not specified and if entry types are not specified (that is, CLUSTER, 
SPACE, DATA, etc.), all entries in the catalog, including volume entries, are listed. 

/. 	D: LIST ALL CATALOGED INFORMATION FOR SELECTED ENTRIES ./
LISTCAT ­

ALL 
LISTING FROM CATALOG -- MJKCAT 

VOLUME-----------FBA001 
HISTORY 

RELEASE----------------2 
CHARACTERISTICS 

BLKS/MIN-CA-----------11 DEVTYPE--------------FBA DATASETS-oN-VOL--------4 
BLKS/MAX-CA----------132 VOLUME-TIMESTAMP MAX-EXT/ALLOC-----------S DATASPCS-oN-VOL--------1 
BLOCKS/VOL---------91608 X'8ED1AD13DF304000' 

DATASPACE 
DATASETS---------------4 FORMAT-1-LABEL ATTRIBUTES 
EXTENTS----------------1 RRNUM------------------3 SUBALLOC 
SEC-ALLOC--------------O TIMESTAMP EXPLICIT 
TYPE---------------BLOCK X'8ED1AD13DF304000' 
CLASS------------------1 
EXTENT-DESCRIPTOR 
BLOCKS-TOTAL--------4180 BEG-BLOCK------------S06 SPACE-MAP--------0000006EOOOOOFE6 
BLOCKS-USED----------110 
DATASET-DIRECTORY 

DSN----TBA10D20.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.T8ED1ADE.TBA10D20 ATTRIBUTES---------(NULL) EXTENTS----------------1 
DSN----TBAA8330.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.T8ED1ADE.TBAA8330 ATTRIBUTES---------(NULL) EXTENTS----------------1 
DSN----T1E628AO.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.T8ED1AE4.T1E628AO ATTRIBUTES---------(NULL) EXTENTS----------------1 
DSN----T1E6F2AO.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.T8ED1AE4.T1E6F2AO ATTRIBUTES---------(NULL) EXTENTS----------------1 

AIX ----------- MJK.ALT.INDEX1
HISTORY 

OWNER-IDENT-------(NULL) CREATION----------79.226 
RELEASE----------------2 EXPIRATION--------OO.OOO 

PROTECTION----------(NULL)
ASSOCIATIONS 

DATA-----T1E628AO.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.T8ED1AE4.T1E628AO 
INDEX----T1E6F2AO.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.T8ED1AE4.T1E6F2AO 
CLUSTER--MJK.CLUSTER1 
PATH-----MJK.AIX1.PATH 

ATTRIBUTES 
UPGRADE 

DATA ------- T1E62BAO.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.TBED1ADE.T1E628AO 
HISTORY 

OWNER-IDENT-------(NULL) CREATION----------79.226 
RELEASE----------------2 EXPIRATION--------OO.OOO 

PROTECTION----------(NULL)
ASSOCIATIONS 

AIX-------MJK.ALT.INDEX1 
ATTRIBUTES 

KEYLEN-----------------S AVGLRECL------------4086 BUFSPACE------------B704 CISIZE--------------4096 
RKP--------------------S MAXLRECL-----------32600 EXCPEXIT----------(NULL) CI/CA------------------B
AXRKP-----------------4S 
SHROPTNS(1,3)
UNORDERED 

STATISTICS 

RECOVERY 
NOREUSE 

SUBALLOC 
SPANNED 

NOERASE 
NONUNIQKEY 

INDEXED NOWRITECHK NOIMBED NOREPLICAT 

REC-TOTAL--------------1 SPLITS-CI--------------O EXCPS------------------4 
REC-DELETED------------O SPLITS-CA--------------O EXTENTS----------------1 
REC-INSERTED-----------O FREESPACE-ICI----------O SYSTEM-TIMESTAMP: 
REC-UPDATED------------O FREESPACE-ICA----------O X'BED1AES2BED16000' 
REC-RETRIEVED----------O 

ALLOCATION 
FREESPC-BYTES----------O 

SPACE-TVPE---------BLOCK 
SPACE-PRI-------------66 
SPACE-SEC-------------66 

USECLASS-PRI-----------1 
USECLASS-SEC-----------1 

HI-USED-RBA--------3276B 
HI-USED-RBA--------32768 

VOLUME 
VOLSER------------FBA001 HI-ALLOC-RBA-------3276B EXTENT-NUMBER----------1 
DEVTYPE--------------FBA 
VOLFLAG------------PRIME 
EXTENTS 

BLOCKS/MIN-CA---------11
BLOCKS/CA-------------66 

HI-USED-RBA--------3276B EXTENT-TVPE--------X'OO' 

LOW-BLOCK------------S39 LOW-RBA----------------O BLOCKS-----------------66 
HIGH-BLOCK-----------604 HIGH-RBA-----------32767 

Figure B-5. An Example of LISTCAT ALL Output (Part 1 of4) 

Appendix B: Interpreting LISTCA T Output Listings B -19 

L 



INDEX ------ T1E6F2AO.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.TSED1AE4.T1E6F2AO 
HISTORY 

OWNER-IDENT-------(NULL) 
RELEASE----------------2 

PROTECTION----------(NULL) 
ASSOCIATIONS 

AIX------MJK.ALT.INDEXl 
ATTRIBUTES 

KEYLEN-----------------5 
RKP--------------------5 
SHROPTNS(1,3) RECOVERY 
NOREUSE 

STATISTICS 
REC-TOTAL--------------l 
REC-DELETED------------O 
REC-INSERTED-----------O 
REC-UPDATED------------O 
REC-RETRIEVED----------O 

ALLOCATION 
SPACE-TYPE---------BLOCK 
SPACE-PRI-------------ll 
SPACE-SEC-------------ll 

VOLUME 
VOLSER------------FBAOOl 
DEVTYPE--------------FBA 
VOLFLAG------------PRIME 
EXTENTS 
LOW-BLOCK------------605 
HIGH-BLOCK-----------615 

PATH ------- MJK.AIX1.PATH 
HISTORY 

OWNER-IDENT-------(NULL) 
RELEASE----------------2 

PROTECTION----------(NULL) 
ASSOCIATIONS 

AIX------MJK.ALT.INDEXl 

CREATION----------79.226 

EXPIRATION--------OO.OOO 


AVGLRECL---------------O 
MAXLRECL-------------SOS 
SUBALLOC NOERASE 

SPLITS-CI--------------O 
SPLITS-CA--------------O 
FREESPACE-%CI----------O 
FREESPACE-%CA----------O 
FREESPC-BYTES-------S120 

USECLASS-PRI-----------l 
USECLASS-SEC-----------l 

BLKS/MIN-CA-----------ll 
BLOCKS/CA-------------l1 

LOW-RBA----------------O 
HIGH-RBA------------S631 

CREATION----------79.226 
EXPIRATION--------OO.OOO 

DATA-----T1E62SAO.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.TSED1AE4.T1E62SAO 
INDEX----T1E6F2AO.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.TSED1AE4.T1E6F2AO 
DATA-----TBA10D20.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.TSED1ADE.TBA10D20 
INDEX----TBAAS330.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.TSED1ADE.TBAAS330 

ATTRIBUTES 
UPDATE 

CLUSTER ------- MJK.CLUSTERl 
HISTORY 

OWNER-IDENT-----OWNCLUST CREATION----------79.226 
RELEASE----------------2 EXPIRATION--------79.326 

PROTECTION 
MASTERPW----------MASTCL UPDATEPW-----------UPDCL 
CONTROLPW---------CNTLCL READPW------------READCL 
USAR--------------(NONE) 

ASSOCIATIONS 
DATA-----TBA10D20.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.TSED1ADE.TBA10D20 
INDEX----TBAAS330.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.TSED1ADE.TBAAS330 
AIX------MJK.ALT.INDEXl 

BUFSPACE---------------O 
EXCPEXIT----------(NULL) 
NOWRITECHK NOIMBED 

EXCPS------------------4 
EXTENTS----------------l 
SYSTEM-TIMESTAMP 

X'SED1AES32123COOO' 


HI-ALLOC-RBA--------5632 

HI-USED-RBA----------S12 


HI-ALLOC-RBA--------S632 

HI-USED-RBA----------512 


BLOCKS----------------ll 


CODE--------------CODECL 

ATTEMPTS---------------3 


DATA ------- TBA10D20.VSAMDSET.pFD79226.TSED1ADE.TBA10D20 
HISTORY 

OWNER-IDENT-------(NULL) 
RELEASE----------------2 

PROTECTION----------(NULL) 
ASSOCIATIONS 

CLUSTER--MJK.CLUSTERl 
ATTRIBUTES 

KEYLEN-----------------5 
RKP--------------------5 
SHROPTNS(l,3) RECOVERY 
UNORDERED NOREUSE 

STATISTICS 
REC-TOTAL-------------20 
REC-DELETED------------O 
REC-INSERTED-----------O 
REC-UPDATED------------O 
REC-RETRIEVED---------20 

ALLOCATION 
SPACE-TYPE---------BLOCK 
SPACE-PRI-------------22 
SPACE-SEC-------------22 

VOLUME 
VOLSER------------FBAOOl 
DEVTYPE--------------FBA 
VOLFLAG------------PRIME 
EXTENTS 
LOW-BLOCK------------S06 
HIGH-BLOCK-----------S27 

CREATION----------79.226 
EXPIRATION--------79.326 

AVGLRECL--------------SO 
MAXLRECL-------------l00 
SUBALLOC NOERASE 
NONS PANNED 

SPLITS-CI--------------O 
SPLITS-CA--------------O 
FREESPACE-%CI---------15 
FREESPACE-%CA---------20 
FREESPC-BYTES----------O 

USECLASS-PRI-----------l 
USECLASS-SEC-----------l 

BLKS/MIN-CA-----------ll 
BLOCKS/CA-------------22 

LOW-RBA----------------O 
HIGH-RBA-----------l0239 

Figure 8-5. An Example of LlSTCAT ALL Output (Part 2 of4) 
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BUFSPACE------------460S 
EXCPEXIT--------EXITCLUS 
INDEXED NOWRITECHK 

EXCPS------------------5 
EXTENTS----------------l 
SYSTEM-TIMESTAMP 

X'SED1AE07E536DOOO' 


HI-ALLOC-RBA-------l0240 

HI-USED-RBA--------l0240 


HI-ALLOC-RBA-------l0240 

HI-USED-RBA--------l0240 


BLCCKS----------------22 


CISIZE---------------512 
CI/CA-----------------l1 
NOREPLICAT UNORDERED 

INDEX 
LEVELS-----------------l 
ENTRIES/SECT-----------2 
SEQ-SET-RBA------------O 
HI-LEVEL-RBA-----------O 

EXTENT-NUMBER----------l 
EXTENT-TYPE--------X' 00' 

USVR--------------(NULL) 

CISIZE--------------204S 
CI/CA------------------5 
NOIMBED NOREPLICAT 

EXTENT-NUMBER----------l 
EXTENT-TYPE--------X' 00' 



INDEX ------ TBAA8330.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.T8ED1ADE.TBAA8330 
HISTORY 

OWNER-IDENT-------(NULL)
RELEASE----------------2 

PROTECTION----------(NULL)
ASSOCIATIONS 

CLUSTER--MJK.CLUSTERl 
ATTRIBUTES 

KEYLEN-----------------5 
RKP--------------------5 
SHROPTNS(l,3) RECOVERY 
NOREUSE 

STATISTICS 
REC-TOTAL--------------l 
REC-DELETED------------O 
REC-INSERTED-----------O 
REC-UPDATED------------O 
REC-RETRIEVED----------O 

ALLOCATION 
SPACE-TYPE---------BLOCK 
SPACE-PRI-------------ll 
SPACE-SEC-------------ll 

VOLUME 
VOLSER------------FBAOOl 
DEVTYPE--------------FBA 
VOLFLAG------------PRIME 
EXTENTS 
LOW-BLOCK------------528 
HIGH-BLOCK-----------538 

NONVSAM ------- MJK.NONVSAMl 
HISTORY 

RELEASE----------------2 
VOLUMES 

VOLSER------------335001 

CLUSTER-------MJKCAT 
HISTORY 

OWNER-IDENT-------(NULL)
RELEASE----------------2 

PROTECTION----------(NULL)
ASSOCIATIONS 

DATA-----VSAM.CATALOG.BASE.DATA.RECORD 
INDEX----VSAM.CATALOG.BASE.INDEX.RECORD 

DATA---------VSAM. CATALOG. BASE. DATA. RECORD 

CREATION----------79.226 

EXPIRATION--------79.326 


AVGLRECL---------------O 
MAXLRECL-------------505 
SUBALLOC NOERASE 

SPLITS-CI--------------O 
SPLITS-CA--------------O 
FREESPACE-'CI----------O 
FREESPACE-'CA----------O 
FREESPC-BYTES-------S120 

USECLASS-PRI-----------l 
USECLASS-SEC-----------l 

BLKS/MIN-CA-----------ll
BLOCKS/CA-------------ll 

LOW-RBA----------------O 
HIGH-RBA------------S631 

DEVTYPE-------------33S0 

CREATION----------79.226 
EXPIRATION--------99.999 

HISTORY 
OWNER-IDENT-------(NULL)
RELEASE----------------2 

PROTECTION----------(NULL)
ASSOCIATIONS 

CLUSTER--MJKCAT 
ATTRIBUTES 

KEYLEN----------------44 
RKP--------------------O 
SHROPTNS(3,3) RECOVERY 
UNORDERED NOREUSE 

STATISTICS 
REC-TOTAL-------------15 
REC-DELETED------------O 
REC-INSERTED-----------O 
REC-UPDATED------------O 
REC-RETRIEVED----------O 

ALLOCATION 
SPACE-TYPE---------TRACK 
SPACE-PRI-------------72 
SPACE-SEC-------------18 

VOLUME 
VOLSER------------llll11 
DEVTYPE-------------3330 
VOLFLAG------------PRIME 
LOW-KEY---------------OO 
HIGH-KEY--------------3F 
HI-KEY-RBA----------6144 
EXTENTS 
LOW-CCHH-----X' 00030000 , 
HIGH-CCHH----X'00060008' 

VOLUME 
VOLSER------------llllll 
DEVTYPE-------------3330 
VOLFLAG------------PRIME 
LOW-KEY---------------40 
HIGH-KEY--------------FF 
HI-KEY-RBA--------4S0560 
EXTENTS 
LOW-CCHH-----X'0006000C' 
HIGH-CCHH----X'00060011, 

CREATION----------79.226 

EXPIRATION--------99.999 


AVGLRECL-------------50S 
MAXLRECL-------------S05 
SUBALLOC NOERASE 
NONSPANNED 

SPLITS-CI--------------O 
SPLITS-CA--------------O 
FREESPACE-'CI----------O 
FREESPACE-'CA----------O 
FREESPC-BYTES-----4S0S60 

USECLASS-PRI-----------l 
USECLASS-SEC-----------l 

PHYREC-SIZE----------S12 
PHYRECS/TRK-----------20
TRACKS/CA--------------3 

LOW-RBA----------------O 
HIGH-RBA----------450559 

PHYREC-SIZE----------512 
PHYRECS/TRK-----------20
TRACKS/CA--------------3 

LOW-RBA-----------450560 
HIGH-RBA----------491519 

BUFSPACE---------------O 
EXCPEXIT--------EXITCLUS 
NOWRITECHK NOIMBED 

EXCPS------------------5 
EXTENTS----------------l 
SYSTEM-TIMESTAMP 

X'8ED1AE09502E9000' 


HI-ALLOC-RBA--------5632 

HI-USED-RBA----------512 


HI-ALLOC-RBA--------5632 

HI-USED-RBA----------S12 


BLOCKS----------------ll 


FSEQN------------------O 

BUFSPACE------------3072 
EXCPEXIT----------(NULL)
INDEXED NOWRITECHK 

EXCPS-----------------34 
EXTENTS----------------2 
SYSTEM-TIMESTAMP 

X'8ED1ACBC3C2BCOOO' 


HI-ALLOC-RBA------491520 

HI-USED-RBA-------471 040 


HI-ALLOC-RBA------450S60 

HI-USED-RBA--------20480 


TRACKS----------------66 


HI-ALLOC-RBA------491520 

HI-USED-RBA-------471 040 


TRACKS-----------------6 


CISIZE---------------S12 
CI/CA----------~------ll 
NOREPLICAT UNORDERED 

INDEX 
LEVELS-----------------l 
ENTRIES/SECT-----------2
SEQ-SET-RBA------------O 
HI-LEVEL-RBA-----------O 

EXTENT-NUMBER----------l 
EXTENT-TYPE--------X' 00' 

CISIZE---------------512 
CI/CA-----------------40
IMBED NOREPLICAT 

EXTENT-NUMBER----------l 
EXTENT-TYPE--------X' 00' 

EXTENT-NUMBER----------l 
EXTENT-TYPE--------X' 00' 

Figure 8-5. An Example of LlSTCAT ALL Output (Part 3 of4) 
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INDEX ------ VSAM.CATALOG.BASE.INDEX.RECORD 
HISTORY 

OWNER-IDENT-------(NULL) CREATION----------79.226 
RELEASE----------------2 EXPIRATION--------99.999 

PROTECTION----------(NULL) 

ASSOCIATIONS 


CLUSTER--MJKCAT 

ATTRIBUTES 

KEYLEN----------------44 AVGLRECL---------------O 
RKP----~---------------O MAXLRECL-------------505 
SHROPTNS(3,3) RECOVERY SUBALLOC NOERASE 
NOREUSE 

STATISTICS 
REC-TOTAL--------------3 SPLITS-CI--------------O 
REC-DELETED------------O SPLITS-CA--------------O 
REC-INSERTED-----------O FREESPACE-~CI----------O 

REC-UPDATED------------O FREESPACE-~CA----------O 

REC-RETRIEVED----------O FREESPC-BYTES------41472 
ALLOCATION 

SPACE-TYPE---------TRACK 
SPACE-PRI--------------3 USECLASS-PRI-----------1 
SPACE-SEC--------------3 USECLASS-SEC-----------1 

VOLUME 
VOLSER------------111111 PHYREC-SIZE----------512 
DEVTYPE-------------3330 PHYRECS/TRK-----------20 
VOLFLAG------------PRIME TRACKS/CA--------------1 
EXTENTS 
LOW-CCHH-----X'00060009' LOW-RBA----------------O 
HIGH-CCHH----X'0006000B' HIGH-RBA-----------30719 

VOLUME 
VOLSER------------111111 PHYREC-SIZE----------512 
DEVTYPE-------------3330 PHYRECS/TRK-----------20 
VOLFLAG------------PRIME TRACKS/CA--------------3 
LOW-KEY---------------OO 
HIGH-KEY--------------3F 
EXTENTS 
LOW-CCHH-----X' 00030000' LOW-RBA------------30720 
HIGH-CCHH----X'00060008' HIGH-RBA-----------41983 

VOLUME 
VOLSER------------111111 PHYREC-SIZE----------512 
DEVTYPE-------------3330 PHYRECS/TRK-----------20 
VOLFLAG------------PRIME TRACKS/CA--------------3 
LOW-KEY---------------40 
HIGH-KEY--------------FF 
EXTENTS 
LOW-CCHH-----X'0006000C' LOW-RBA------------41984 
HIGH-CCHH----X'00060011, HIGH-RBA-----------43007 

VOLUME -------- 111111 
HISTORY 

RELEASE----------------2 
CHARACTERISTICS 

BYTES/TRK----------13165 DEVTYPE----·--------3330 
TRKS/CYL--------------19 VOLUME-TIMESTAMP 
CYLS/VOL-------------411 X'8ED1AC2FB51C4000' 

DATASPACE 
DATASETS---------------1 FORMAT-1-LABEL 
EXTENTS----------------1 CCHHR------X'0027000003' 
SEC-ALLOC-------------19 TIMESTAMP 
TYPE---------------TRACK X'8ED1AC2FB51C4000' 
CLASS-----------------1 
EXTENT-DESCRIPTOR 
TRACKS-TOTAL---------190 REG-CCHH-----X'00030000' 
TRACKS-USED-----------75 
DATASET-DIRECTORY 
DSN----MJKCAT 

LISTING FROM CATALOG -- MJKCAT 

THE NUMBER OF ENTRIES PROCESSED WAS 

AIX -------------------1 

CLUSTER ---------------2 

DATA ------------------3 

INDEX -----------------3 

NONVSAM ---------------1 

PATH ------------------1 

SPACE -----------------2 

USERCATALOG -----------0 

TOTAL ----------------13 


THE NUMBER OF PROTECTED ENTRIES SUPPRESSED WAS 0 

IDC0001I FUNCTION COMPLETED, HIGHEST CONDITION CODE WAS 0 

Figure 8-5. An Example of L1STCA T ALL Output (Part 4 of4) 

BUFSPACE---------------O 
EXCPEXIT----------(NULL) 
NOWRITECHK IMBED 

EXCPS-----------------38 
EXTENTS----------------3 
SYSTEM-TIMESTAMP 

X'8ED1ACC5C8FOCOOO' 


HI-ALLOC-RBA-------43008 

HI-USED-RBA--------42496 


HI-ALLOC-RBA-------30720 

HI-USED-RBA----------512 


TRACKS-----------------3 


HI-ALLOC-RBA-------41984 

HI-USED-RBA--------31232 


TRACKS----------------66 


HI-ALLOC-RBA-------43008 

HI-USED-RBA--------42496 


TRACKS-----------------6 


MAX-PHYREC-SZ------13030 

MAX-EXT/ALLOC----------5 


ATTRIBUTES 
SUBALLOC 
EXPLICIT 

USERCAT 

SPACE-MAP-----------4B73 

ATTRIBUTES--------(NULL) 

CISIZE---------------512 
CI/CA-----------------20 
NOREPLICAT UNORDERED 

INDEX 
LEVELS-----------------2 
ENTRIES/SECT-----------7 
SEQ-SET-RBA--------30720 
HI-LEVEL-RBA-----------O 

EXTENT-NUMBER----------1 
EXTENT-TYPE--------X' 00' 

EXTENT-NUMBER----------1 
EXTENT-TYPE--------X' 80' 

EXTENT-NUMBER----------1 
EXTENT-TYPE--------X' 80' 

DATASETS-ON-VOL--------1 
DATASPCS~N-VOL------~-l 

EXTENTS----------------3 
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LISTCAT ALLOCATION Output Listing 

When you specify the LISTCAT command and include the ALLOCATION 
parameter, each cataloged object with space allocated to it from a VSAM 
data space is listed (see Figure B-6). All information about the object's space 
is listed, but none of the object's other cataloged information is listed. The 
entry types that can be specified when the ALLOCATION parameter is 
specified are limited to DATA and INDEX. 

/0 G: LIST SPACE ALLOCATION INFORMATION 0/
LISTCAT ­

ALLOCATION 
LISTING FROM CATALOG -- MJKCAT 

AIX ----------- MJK.ALT.INDEXl 
HISTORY 

OWNER-IDENT-------(NULL) CREATION----------79.226 
RELEASE----------------2 EXPIRATION--------OO.OOO 


DATA ------- T1E628AO.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.T8ED1AE4.T1E628AO 

HISTORY 


OWNER-IDENT-------(NULL) CREATION----------79.226 

RELEASE----------------2 EXPIRATION--------OO.OOO 


ALLOCATION 

SPACE-TYPE---------BLOCK 

SPACE-PRI-------------66 USECLASS-PRI-----------l HI-ALLOC-RBA-------32768 

SPACE-SEC-------------66 USECLASS-SEC-----------l HI-USED-RBA--------32768 


VOLUME 

VOLSER------------FBAOOl HI-ALLOC-RBA-------32768 EXTENT-NUMBER----------l 
DEVTYPE--------------FBA BLLS/MIN-CA-----------ll HI-USED-RBA--------32768 EXTENT-TYPE--------X'OO' 
VOLFLAG------------PRIME BLOCKS/CA-------------66

EXTENTS 

LOW-BLOCK------------S39 LOW-RBA----------------O BLOCKS----------------66 

HIGH-BLOCK-----------604 HIGH-RBA-----------32767 


INDEX ------ T1E6F2AO.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.T8ED1AE4.T1E6F2AO 

HISTORY 


OWNER-IDENT-------(NULL) CREATION----------79.226 
RELEASE----------------2 EXPIRATION--------OO.OOO 

ALLOCATION 

SPACE-TYPE---------BLOCK 

SPACE-PRI-------------ll USECLASS-PRI-----------l HI~ALLOC-RBA--------S632 

SPACE-SEC-------------ll USECLASS-SEC-----------l HI-USED-RBA----------S12 


VOLUME 
VOLSER------------FBAOOl HI-ALLOC-RBA--------S632 EXTENT-NUMBER----------l 
DEVTYPE--------------FBA BLKS/MIN-CA-----------ll HI-USED-RBA----------512 EXTENT-TYPE--------X' 00' 
VOLFLAG------------PRIME BLOCKS/CA-------------l1
EXTENTS 
LOW-BLOCK------------60S LOW-RBA----------------O BLOCKS----------------ll 
HIGH-BLOCK-----------615 HIGH-RBA------------S631 


PATH ------- MJK.AIX1.PATH 

HISTORY 


OWNER-IDENT-------(NULL) CREATION----------79.226 

RELEASE----------------2 EXPIRATION--------OO.OOO 

CLUSTER ------- MJK.CLUSTERl 
HISTORY 

OWNER-IDENT-----OWNCLUST CREATION----------79.226 
RELEASE----------------2 EXPIRATION--------79.326 


DATA ------- TBA10D20.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.T8ED1ADE.TBA10D20 

HISTORY 

OWNER-IDENT-------(NULL) CREATION----------79.226 

RELEASE----------------2 EXPIRATION--------79.326 


ALLOCATION 

SPACE-TYPE---------BLOCK 
SPACE-PRI-------------22 USECLASS-PRI-----------l HI-ALLOC-RBA-------l0240 
SPACE-SEC-------------22 USECLASS-SEC-----------l HI-USED-RBA--------l0240 


VOLUME 

VOLSER------------FBAOOl HI-ALLOC-RBA-------l0240 EXTENT-NUMBER----------l 
DEVTYPE--------------FBA BLKS/MIN-CA-----------l1 HI-USED-RBA--------l0240 EXTENT-TYPE--------X'OO' 
VOLFLAG------------PRIME BLOCKS/CA-------------22

EXTENTS 

LOW-BLOCK------------S06 LOW-RBA----------------O BLOCKS----------------22 
HIGH-BLOCK-----------S27 HIGH-RBA-----------l0239 

INDEX -------TBAA8330.VSAMDSET.DFD79226.T8ED1ADE.TBAA8330 

HISTORY 


OWNER-IDENT-------(NULL) CREATION----------79.226 
RELEASE----------------2 EXPIRATION--------79.326 

ALLOCATION 

SPACE-TYPE---------BLOCK 

SPACE-PRI-------------l1 USECLASS-PRI-----------l HI-ALLOC-RBA--------S632 

SPACE-SEC-------------l1 USECLASS-SEC-----------l HI-USED-RBA----------512 

VOLUME 
VOLSER------------FBAOOl HI-ALLOC-RBA--------5632 EXTENT-NUMBER----------l 
DEVTYPE--------------FBA BLKS/MIN-CA-----------l1 HI-USED-RBA--·--------512 EXTENT-TYPE--------X' 00' 
VOLFLAG------------PRIME BLOCKS/CA-------------ll
EXTENTS 
LOW-BLOCK------------528 LOW-RBA----------------O BLOCKS----------------l1 

HIGH-BLOCK-----------538 HIGH-RBA------------5631 


Figure B-6. An Example of LlSTCAT ALLOCATION Output (Part I Qf 2) 
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CLUSTER ------- MJKCAT 
HISTORY 


OWNER-IDENT-------(NULL) CREATION----------79.226 

RELEASE----------------2 EXPlRATION--------99.999 


DATA ------- VSAM. CATALOG. BASE. DATA. RECORD 
HISTORY 


OWNER-IDENT-------(NULL) CREATION----------79.226 

RELEASE----------------2 EXPIRATION--------99.999 


ALLOCATION 
SPACE-TYPE---------TRACK USECLASS-PRI-----------1 HI-ALLOC-RBA------491520 
SPACE-PRI-------------72 USECLASS-SEC-----------1 HI-USED-RBA-------471 040 
SPACE-SEC-------------18 

VOLUME 
VOLSER------------111111 PHYREC-SIZE----------512 HI-ALLOC-RBA------450560 
DEVTYPE-------------3330 PHYRECS/TRK-----------20 HI-USED-RBA--------204BO 
VOLFLAG------------PRIME TRACKS/CA--------------3 
LOW-KEY---------------OO 
HIGH-KEY--------------3F 
HIGH-KEY-RBA--------6144 
EXTENTS 
LOW-CCHH-----X' 00030000' LOW-RBA----------------O TRACKS----------------66 
HIGH-CCHH----X'0006000B' HIGH-RBA----------450559 

VOLUME 
VOLSER------------111111 PHYREC-SIZE----------512 HI-ALLOC-RBA------491520 
DEVTYPE-------------3330 PHYRECS/TRK-----------20 HI-USED-RBA-------471 040 
VOLFLAG------------PRlME TRACKS/CA--------------3 
LOW-KEY---------------40 
HIGH-KEY--------------FF 
HIGH-KEY-RBA------450560 
EXTENTS 
LOW-CCHH-----X'0006000C' LOW-RBA-----------450560 TRACKS-----------------6 
HIGH-CCHH----X'00060011, HIGH-RaA----------491519 

INDEX ------ VSAM.CATALOG.BASE.INDEX.RECORD 
HISTORY 


OWNER-IDENT-------(NULL) CREATION----------79.226 

RELEASE----------------2 EXPIRATION--------99.999 


ALLOCATION 
SPACE-TYPE---------TRACK 
SPACE-PRI--------------3 USECLASS-PRI-----------1 HI-ALLOC-RBA-------43008 
SPACE-SEC--------------3 USECLASS-SEC-----------1 HI-USED-RBA--------42496 

VOLUME 
VOLSER------------111111 PHYREC-SIZE----------512 HI-ALLOC-RBA-------30720 
DEVTYPE-------------3330 PHYRECS/TRK-----------20 HI-USED-RBA----------512 
VOLFLAG------------PRIME TRACKS/CA--------------1 
EXTENTS 
LOW-CCHH-----X' 00060009 , LOW-RBA----------------O TRACKS-----------------3 
HIGH-CCHH----X'0006000B' HIGH-RBA-----------30719 

VOLUME 
VOLSER------------111111 PHYREC-SIZE----------512 HI-ALLOC-RBA-------41984 
DEVTYPE-------------3330 PHYRECS/TRK-----------20 HI-USED-RBA--------31232 
VOLFLAG------------PRIME TRACKS/CA--------------3 
LOW-KEY---------------OO 
HIGH-KEY--------------3F 
EXTENTS 
LOW-CCHH-----X' 00030000' LOW-RBA------------30720 TRACKS----------------66 
HIGH-CCHH----X'0006000S' HIGH-RBA-----------41983 

VOLUME 
VOLSER------------111111 PHYREC-SIZE----------512 HI-ALLOC-RBA-------43008 
DEVTYPE-------------3330 PHYRECS/TRK-----------20 HI-USED-RBA--------42496 
VOLFLAG------------PRIME TRACKS/CA--------------3 
LOW-KEY---------------40 
HIGH-KEY--------------FF 
EXTENTS 
LOW-CCHH-----X'0006000C' LOW-RBA------------41984 TRACKS-----------------6 
HIGH-CCHH----X'00060011, HIGH-RBA-----------43007 

LISTING FROM CATALOG -- MJKCAT 
THE NUMBER OF ENTRIES PROCESSED WAS 


AIX -------------------1 

CLUSTER ---------------2 

DATA ------------------3 

INDEX -----------------3 

NONVSAM ---------------0 

PATH ------------------1 

SPACE -----------------0 

USERCATALOG -----------0 

TOTAL ----------------10 


THE NUMBER OF PROTECTED ENTRIES SUPPRESSED WAS 0 
IDC00011 FUNCTION COMPLETED, HIGHEST CONDITION CODE WAS 0 
IDC00021 IDCAMS PROCESSING COMPLETE. MAXIMUM CONDITION CODE WAS 0 

Figure 8-6. An Example of L1STCAT ALLOCA TlON Output (Pan 2 of 2) 

EXTENT-NUMBER----------1 

EXTENT-TYPE--------X'OO' 


EXTENT-NUMBER----------1 

EXTENT-TYPE--------X' 00' 


EXTENT-NUMBER----------1 

EXTENT-TYPE--------X' 00' 


EXTENT-NUMBER----------1 

EXTENT-TYPE--------X'80' 


EXTENT-NUMBER----------1 

EXTENT-TYPE--------X'80' 
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Appendix C: Interpreting LISTCRA Output Listings 

The various options available in the LISTCRA command may be employed 
in five combinations, thus permitting you to tailor the LISTCRA output 
contents. This appendix provides information on the structure of LISTCRA 
output: the order in which entries are listed and the meanings of the listed 
fields. 

Except for SEQUENTIALDUMP, each entry listed is identified both by the 
type of entry (cluster, nonVSAM, etc.) and the name of the entry. Entries are 
usually listed in alphabetic order, according to the name of the entry; howev­
er, if insufficient storage is available for the sorting operations, the records 
are simply listed as they appear in the catalog recovery area (CRA). 

Except for SEQUENTIAL DUMP, each type of listing is divided into three 
groups: 

• 	 VSAM entries (sorted), for example, clusters (CLUS), alternate indexes 
(AIX), and their associated entries. 

• 	 Other entries (sorted), such as user catalogs (UCAT) and nonVSAM 

(NONV). 


• 	 Unsorted entries. 

The following is a list of entry and record abbreviations, types, and defini­
tions: 

Abbreviation Type Definition 

AIX G Alternate index entry 

CLUS C Cluster entry 

DATA D Data entry of cluster or alternate index 

FRSP F Free space record 

INDX I Index entry of cluster or alternate index 

NONV A NonVSAM entry 

OEXT E Extension record 

PATH R Path entry 

UCAT U User catalog volume pointer entry in master catalog 

UPGD y Upgrade relationships to the data entry under which 


it is listed 

VEXT W V olume extension record 

VOL V V olume entry 


Four of the various types of listings are (defaults are shown underlined): 

l. 	NAME NOCOMP ARE 

2. DUMP NOCOMPARE 

3. 	NAME COMPARE 

4. DUMP COMPARE 

If the defaults of NAME and NOCOMPARE are taken, all entry names, 
their volumes, and the names and volumes of all their related entries are 
listed. In the unsorted entries group, any records not yet printed out are 
printed. 

If DUMP and NOCOMPARE are specified, all of the entry records and 
directly related entry records are listed in dump format. In addition, the 
names and volumes of indirectly related entries are also listed. In the unsort­
ed entries group, the CRA's self-describing records (control intervals 0-8) are 
printed out plus any free space records or other records not yet printed out. 

When NAME and COMPARE are specified, only the names of those entries 
that are not identical in the catalog and the CRA are listed. A 
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MISCOMPARE message is printed identifying the most severe level of 
comparison. 

When DUMP and COMPARE are specified, only the records of those entries 
that are not identical in the catalog and the CRA are listed. The catalog 
records are listed on lines directly below the CRA records and the bytes that 
miscompare are identified by underlining. The MISCOMPARE severity 
message is also printed. 

Note: As explained above, all MISCOMPARE messages result from a 
comparison between the catalog and the CRA if the comparison shows that 
the catalog and CRA records are not identical. No inference is intended as to 
which is correct. You must make this determination yourself by looking at 
other miscompares in the same listing and by examining related records in 
the catalog or CRA. 

The fifth type of listing is obtained by specifying SEQUENTIALDUMP. In 
this case all ofthe records in the CRAs are listed sequentially in dump 
format. See the LISTCRA DUMP NOCOMPARE listing for format descrip­
tion. 

See VSE/ VSAM VSAM Logic, Volume 1 for a complete description of CRA 
record formats. The following pages show partial formats for various types of 
listings that can be requested. 

C - 2 Using VSE/VSAM Commands and Macros 



USTCRA NAME NOCOMPARE LISl'lNG FORMAT 	 ____ 
LISTING OF CATALOG RBCOYBRY ARIA lOR VOLOMB -- 333301 -- VS~IES '~*, VOL - 333301 

..- CRAVOLRCD­ 23:35:00 ~10/07/74
~F4DSCBVSAM - 10/07/74 23:35:00 
,., F4DSCBDUMP - 10/07/74 23:35:00 

~CLUS - AA.LISTCRA.ESDS 

~ DATA - TF41C9AO.VSAMDSET.DFD74280.T861DAD4.TF41C9AO 
DATA VOL ­

333301 

AIX -	 AA2.LR.ESDS 
DATA VOL ­

333301 

INDX VOL ­

333301 


AIX -	 AAl.LR.UDS 
DATA VOL ­

333301 

INDX VOL ­

333301 


8-,PATH - AAU.LR.UDS 

~UPGD-

• ,cC,LLUS -	 AA.LIS'l.'CRA.ICSDS 

, DATA - T5CSSDDO.VSAMDSET.DFD74280.T861DBOA.TSCSSDDO• 
• 	 DATA VOL ­

333301 


INDX - T5C56E70.VSAMDSET.DFD74280.T861DBOA.T5C56E70 
INDX VOL ­

333301 

e-AIX - AAl.LR.UDS 

DATA - TCD41020.VSAMDSET.DFD74280.T861DB23.TCD41020 
DATA VOL ­

333301 

INDX - TCD41FOO.VSAMDSET.DFD74280.T861DB23.TCD41FOO 
INDX VOL ­

333301 

_ CLUS - AA.LIS'l.'CRA.UDS 

~PATH - AA1U.LR.E8DS 

PATH -	 AA1H.LR.UDS 

.CLUS - LR.IICICI!YRlIG.ICSDS 

DATA -	 TF081480.VSAMDSET.DFD74280.T861DBOE.TF081480 
DATA VOL - HIGH ICEY 

333301 - C1C1C1C1C1C1C1C1CSF9 
333301 - C1C1C1C1C1C1C1C1E9E9 

INDX -	 TF082370.VSAMDSET.DFD74280.T861DBOE.TF082370 
INDX VOL ­

333301 

333301 


LISTCRA NAME NOCOMPARE LISTING NOTES 
1.1 	 Volume serial number. 
1.2 	 One of the three groups into which the listing falls, in this 

case, VSAM ENTRIES. 
1.3 	 The timestl:>mps, described as follows: 

• 	 CRA VOLRCD is the date and time as found in the CRA 
volume record in the format of 
month/day/year hours:minutes:seconds. It is updated 
every time the catalog and CRA volume records are up­
dated for a space allocation change when VSAM is run­
ning under DOS/VSE. (For VSAM running under 
OS/VS, it is only updated for the first CRA update after 
the CRA is opened.) 

• 	 F4DSCBVSAM, a timestamp in the format-4 label, is 
updated in the same manner as the CRA volume record 
timestamp. 

• 	 F4DSCBDUMP, a timestamp in the format-4label, is 
updated in the same manner as the CRA volume record 
timestamp (except that the OS/VS utility IEHDASDR 
function that dumps a volume updates it at the time of the 
volume dump). 

1.4 	 VSAM entries are listed with all of their related entries, where 
applicable. Note that the related entries are indented and the 
volume(s) on which they are contained is identified. 

1.5 	 Paths are shown as related only to the entry that serves as 
their path entry. Thus, the path named AAU.LR.ESDS is 
related to its base cluster named AA.LISTCRA.ESDS. Ifit 
were related to an alternate index, it would appear as a related 
object under the alternate index (AIX). 

1.6 	 UPGD indicates that there are alternate indexes in the up­
grade set. Ifyou want to identify these alternate indexes, use 
the DUMP NOCOMPARE options. 

1.7 	 Key range high keys are shown where applicable. 
1.8 	 SUM indicates the total number of entries processed. 

'11LISTING OF CATALOG RECOVERY AREA lOR VOLUME -- 333001 -- OTHER EllTRIU 

UCAT - USERCAT2 

DATA VOL ­

333304 


HUMBER OF EllTRIES PROCESSED 
CLUS - 3 
DATA - 4 
AIX - I 
INDX - 2 
PATH - 3 
VOL - I

A...........UPGD ­ I 
~SUM - IS 
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::,,::e~!""~CAT~d' -- "'''' -- - ~~T~ =-~ 
~000009 0~01P3P3P3 P3POP100 0 2009 100000000000000000 ••••• 301 •• ,.1•••••+•••••••••• 

0020 00000000 00000000 00000000 111D00 7It3~ool 00000000 00000000 ••••••••••• .m .. 333301 ••••••••• 
0040 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00861 DEB •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
0060 1152A820 00305020 09000032 86019800 13336DBP BP380002 00000500 00000000 •••••• I •... . W•••••••••••••••••• 
0080 00000000 26000038 00000000 000D8500 01000008 85000200 000P8500 03000037 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
OOAO 86000100 003788000100003788000200 003788000300003788000400 00378800 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
OOCO 05000037 88000600 00480800 07000037 88000800 00378800 09000037 88000AOO •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
0080 00378800 OB000037 88000COO 00378800 OD000037 88000800 00378800 OF000037 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
0100 88001000 00378800 11000037 88001200 00378800 13000038 8800140000388800 •••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••• 
0120 15000038 88001600 00388800 17000038 88001800 00388800 19000038 88001AOO •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
0140 00388800 1BOOOOOO 08001COO 00OC0800 10000018 08001800 00240800 1P000030 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
0160 08002000 003C0800 2100OCOO 0051861D B1D60000 4200OCOO 0052861D B1D60000 ••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••0 •• 
0180 4600OCOO 0054861D B2050000 4700OCOO 0055861D B2050000 4800OCOO 0057861D •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
01AO B23POOOO 4COOOCOO 0058861D B23POOOO 5000OCOO 0060861D B79COOOO 2C1DB173 •••• ) •••••••••• •1 ••• • - •••••••••• 

CLUS - KSDSO1 

000008 00000017 01P3P3P3 P3POP100 00083050 00000000 00000000 .~ ...,.....•.......... 

0020 00000000 00000000 00000000 C300A800 ~~~~~~~~40404040 40404040 ••••••••••••• C••• (KSDS01 

0040 40404040 40404040 40404040 40404040 40404040 40404040 40PPPPPP 


.,JIr91---.J0060 PPPPPPPP PP74280P OOOOOPOO 00000000 00070000 OOCOOOOO 00000201 0000602 
0080 0200000C 02030000 12020400 00004401 0006C400 00180006 C9000019 00060900 ••••••••••••••••••D••••• 1. ....R. 
OOAO 001A0006 C700001B 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 ••••G ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

DATA - T188DOcO.VSAMDSET.DPD74280.T8610998.T188DOcO 

OOOOOD 00000018 01P3P3P3 P3POP100 000D3050 2009861D 8A48861D 99820000 00000000 ••••• 333301 ••• •1 •••• •+•••S •••••• 

0020 00000000 00000000 00000000 C4016200 8P83P1P8 P8C4POC3 P04BE582 C1D4C482 •••••••••••• D••••T188DOcO.VSAMDS 

0040 C5834BC4 C6C4P7P4 P2P8P04B 83P8P6P1 C4P9P9C5 4B83P1P8 P8C4POC3 POPPPPPP ET .DPD74280.T8610998. T188DOcO ••• 

0060 PPPPPPPP PP74280P 00000000 20000000 22000000 01000001 80000000 00000030 

0080 OOOOOOOP P90000PP PPPPPPPP PPPPPPOO 00000000 06000000 COOOOOOO 00010100 •••• 9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

OOAO 00620201 0000A902 02000068 03010000 00440100 62608000 60000000 03001400 

OOCO 00000300 00000000 00000010 OOOOOOOP P9000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 •••••••••••••••• 9 ••••••••••••••• 

0080 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 01000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 

0100 00000000 00000030 00000000 00000000 00000000 000006C3 00001703 27305020 •••••••••••••••••••••••C ••••• • 1. 

0120 09P3P3P3 P3POP100 00800100 00000000 00000000 00300000 00100000 03000140 .333301 ••••••.••••••••••..•••••• 

0140 00010000 00000014 00010002 00000002 00000001 00000000 00002PPP 00068800 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Y. 

0160 00150000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 


INDX - T1888190.VSAMDSET.DPD74280.T8610998.T1888190 

OOOOOP 00000019 01P3P3P3 P3POP100 000P3050 2009861D 8A48861D 99820000 00000000 ••••• 333301 ••• •1 •••• •+••• S .••••• 

0020 00000000 00000000 00000000 C9015700 8PE3P1P8 P8C5P1P9 P04B8582 C1D4C482 •......•..•• 1. •••T1888190.VSAMDS 

0040 C5834BC4 C6C4P7P4 P2P8P04B 83P8P6P1 C4P9P9C5 4B83P1P8 P8C5P1P9 POPPPPPP ET.DPD74280.T8610998.T1888190 ••• 

0060 PPPPPPPP PP74280P 00000000 2000PPPP PPPPOOOO 01000001 80000000 00000028 
 J 
0080 OOPPPPPP PPOOOOPP PPPPPPPP PPPPPPOO 00000000 05000000 COOOOOOO 00010100 

OOAO 00620201 00006803 01000000 44010062 60000060 00010003 00140000 00140000 

OOCO 00000000 00000200 000001P9 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 ••••••••••. 9 •••••••••••••••••••• 

0080 00000000 00000000 00000001 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 

0100 00002800 00000000 00000000 00000000 0006C300 00170327 30502009 P3P3P3P3 •••••••••••••••••• C ••••• • 1 •• 3333 

0120 POP10000 80010000 00000000 00000000 28000000 02000014 00140000 02000000 01 ••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••• 

0140 00001400 01000200 01000200 01000100 00000000 0027PPOO 00000000 00000000 


PATH - PATH01 

000010 0000001A 01P3P3P3 P3POP100 00100000 0000861D 8A480000 00000000 00000000 ••••• 333301 •••••••••.+•.•••••••• 

0020 00000000 00000000 00000000 09009800 6CD7C183 C8POP140 40404040 40404040 ••••••••••••R ••• (PATR01 

0040 40404040 40404040 40404040 40404040 40404040 40404040 40404040 40PPPPPP 

0060 PPPPPPPP PP74280P 00000P80 00000000 00000000 OOCOOOOO 00000201 00000602 

0080 0200000C 02030006 C3000017 0006C400 00180006 C9000019 00000000 00000000 ••••••••C ••••• D••••• 1. •••.•..•.. 


AIX - AIX01 
___DATA VOL ­

333301 

INDX VOL ­

333301 


UPGD ­ .~~1P3P31~3jrp3IPOP11~0 00143050 2000861D 8A480000 00000000 00000000 •••• 3333 ••• •1 •••• •+•••••••••• 

~~:~~~~~~~~~~~~~:~ 88004800 31000000 00000200 OOOOCOOO 00000002 ••••• , •••• Y•••••••••••••••••••
~

00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 .. . I ...••.•••••.••••••••••• 

DATA - TP081480.VSAMDSET.DPD74280.T861DB08.TP081480 

000038 00000048 01P3P3P3 P3POP100 00383050 2009861D 8A48861D BOPOOOOO 00000000 ••••• 333301 •••• I •••• •+••• 0 •••••• 

0020 00000000 00000000 00000000 C401C500 8P83C6PO P8P1P4P8 P04B8582 C1D4C482 •••••••.•••• D.8••TP081480. VSAMDS 

0040 C5834BC4 C6C4P7P4 P2P8P04B 83P8P6P1 C4C2POC5 4BE3C6PO P8P1P4P8 POPPPPPP ET.DPD74280.T861DB08.TP081480 ••• 

0060 PPPPPPPP PP74280P 00000000 20000000 06000000 01000001 80000000 00000050 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 1 

0080 00000000 500000PP PPPPPPPP PPPPPPOO 00000000 06000000 COOOOOOO 00010100 ••• • 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

OOAO 00620201 00006803 010000BD 03020000 00440100 62608400 60000000 OAOOOAOO 

OOCO 00001400 OOOOOOOO 00000002 00000000 50000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 •••••••••••••• •• 1 •••••••••••• ••• 

0080 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 02000000 0000000000000000 00000000 

0100 00000000 00000050 00000000 00000000 00000000 000006C3 00004703 27305020 :::::::,:::::::::::::: :~::::::,:-­
0120 09F3F3F3 F3FOF100 00800100 00000000 00000000 00280000 00020000 14000140 .13333011......................... • 

0140 0018000A C1C1C1Cl C1C1C1Cl C1Cl000A C1C1C1Cl C1C1C1Cl C5F90014 00010003 AD.:a.D.D.:a.AD.JI.~ •• AAAAAAAAE9 ••••••
.6 •• 

0160 00040003 00040001 00000000 000027PP 03273050 2009P3P3 P3P3POP1 00008001 ' •••••••••••••.•••• • 1 • •!333302L ••. 

0180 00000000 00002800 00005000 00000200 00140009 40001800 OAC1C1Cl C1C1C1C1 ••••••••• • 1 ••••••••••••••••••••• 

01AO C1C6C100 OAC1C1Cl C1C1C1C1 C1898900 14000100 03000500 03000500 01000028 APA..A····••UZ................ . 

01CO 0000004P PPOOOOOO 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 
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INDX - TF082370. VSAMDSET. DFD74280. T861 DBOE. TF082370 

00003A 00000049 01F3F3F3 F3FOF100 003A3050 2009861D 8ME861D BOFOOOOO 00000000 ..... 333301. ... S .•.•• +•.• 0 ••••.• 
0020 00000000 00000000 00000000 C9018900 8FE3C6FO F8F2F3F7 F04BESE2 C1D4C4E2 ............ I. ...TF082 3 70. VSAMDS 

0040 CSE34BC4 C6C4F7F4 F2FBF04B E3F8F6Fl C4C2FOCS 4BE3C6FO FBF2F3F7 FOFFFFFF ET. DFD74280. T861 DBOE. TF082 370 ... 

0060 FFFFFFFF FF74280F 00000000 2000FFFF FFFFOOOO 01000001 80000000 00000028 

0080 OOFFFFFF FFOOOOFF FFFFFFFF FFFFFFOO 00000000 06000000 COOOOOOO 00010100 

OOAD 00620201 00006803 010000A9 03020000 004401006260040060000400 OAOOOAOO 

OOCO 00001400 00000000 00000002 00000001 F9000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 •..••••........• 9 •............... 

OOEO 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 01000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 

Cl00 00000000 00000028 00000000 00000000 00000000 000006C3 00004703 27305020 ••••••••••••••.•••.•••• 0 ....•. ,. 


0120 09F3F3F3 F3FOF100 00800100 00000000 00000000 00280000 00020000 14000140 .333301. ......••................ 

0140 00190000 00000014 00010003 00060003 00060001 00000000 000027FF 03273050 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• £; 


0160 2009F3F3 F3F3FOFl 00004000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000200 00140001 •. 333301 .••..•.•••............. 

0180 40001900 00000000 00000000 00000000 {JOOOOOOO 00000000 00000000 00000000 


2 	 LISTCRA DUMP NOCOMPARE LISTING NOTES 

2.1 	 Three-byte CRA control interval number in hexadecimal. 

2.2 	 Three-byte catalog control interval number in hexadecimal. 

2.3 	 Entry type at X'2C', a character that identifies what type of entry is 
being listed. 

2.4 	 A 44-byte field at X'31' that contains a volume serial number (for a 
volume) or an entry name. 

2.5 	 Volume serial number for the recovery volume. 

2.6 	 Two-byte hexadecimal displacement from the second to ending line of 
each record. Printing is suppressed after the last line containing data in 
the listing even though all records are 512 bytes long. 

2.7 	 As in the NAME NOCOMPARE type of listing format, the alternate 
index and the fact that there is an upgrade set is given along with the 
volume serial numbers for both its data and index (not valid if SDUMP 
specified). 

2.8 	 The first byte identifies the data object and the next three bytes, the 
catalog control interval number of the alternate index data component 
in the upgrade set. 

2.9 	 The first byte identifies the index object and the next three bytes, the 
catalog control interval number of the alternate-index index component 
in the upgrade set. 

2.10 	 Since there are two key ranges for this cluster, there are two volume 
serial numbers. 
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LISTCRA NAME COMPARE LISI1NG FORMAT 
LISTING OP CATALOG RECOVERY ARBA FOR VOWMl! -- 333301 -- VSAM I!NTRIES 

.. 	CATVOLRCD - 09/17/42 23:53 47 

CRAVOLRCD - 10/07/74 23:35 00 

P4DSCBVSAM - 10/07/74 23:35 00 

P4DSCBDUMP - 10/07/74 23:35 00 


~ CLUS - LR.DELETED.ESDS 

..-. MISCOMPARES - CATALOG I!NTRY lIAS DIPPERENT IIAIIE 

CLUS -	 LR.MCHURBA.ESDS 

DATA - T73PEDAO.VSAMDSET.DPD742S0.TS61DAE1.T73PEDAO 

DATA VOL ­

333301 


• 	 MISCOMPARES - HIGH USED RBA 

CLUS -	 LR.MCKEYRNG.KSDS 

DATA -	 TPOS1 4S0.VSAMDSET .DPD742S0. TS61 DBOE. TPOS 1 4S0 
DATA VOL - HIGH KEY 


333301 - C1C1C1C1C1C1C1C1C5P9 

333301 - C1C1C1C1C1C1C1C1E9E9 


• 	 MISCOMPARES - HIGH USED RBA 

INDX -	 TPOS2370. VSAMDSET.DPD742S0. TS61DBOE.TPOS2370 
INDX VOL ­

333301 

333301 


• MISCOMPARES - STATISTICS 

NUMBER OP I!NTRIES PROCESSED 

CLUS - 23 

DATA - 1S 

AIX - 8 


INDX - " 

PATH - 5 

VOL - 1 

UPGD - 3 
SUM -	 69 

_______IDC0665I NUMBER OP I!NTRIES THAT MISCOMPARED IN THIS CRA - 3 

W-IDCOS77I NUMBER OP RBCORDS THAT MISCOMPARED IN THIS CRA - 4 

3 	 LISTCRA NAME COMPARE LISTING NOTES 

3.1 	 An additional time stamp (CATVOLRCD) is listed, the one contained in the catalog 
volume record. This is updated in the same manner as the CRA volume record time 
stamp. The remainder of the time stamps are updated as described in Note 1.3. 

3.2 	 The MISCOMPARES message always refers to the record listed above it. See 
"EXPORTRA/IMPORTRA: Recovering Catalog Entries and Data" and 
"LISTCRA: Analysis of Recoverable Catalogs" for information about "severity of 
miscompares" messages. 

3.3 	 The number of records includes the number of extension records that miscompared 
in addition to the number of entries that miscompared. 
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LISTCRA DUMP COMPARE LISTING FORMAT 
LISTING OF CATALOG RECOVERY AREA FOR VOLUME -- 333301 -- VSAM ENTRIES 

CLUS -	 LR. MCHURBA. ESOS 

"000020 0000002C 01F3F3F3 F3FOF100 00203050 20098610 8A4EOOOO 00000000 00000000 ..... 333301 .... &••••• +......... ~ • 

CATRCO 0000002C 01F3F3F3 F3FOF100 00203050 20098610 BA4EOOOO 00000000 00000000 ..... 333301 .... &••••• +..........--. 


0020 	00000000 00000000 00000000 C300B200 6C03094B 04C3CBE4 09C2C14B C5E2C4E2 ........••••C... (LR .MCHURBA.ESDS 

00000000 00000000 00000000 C300B200 6C03094B D4C3CBE4 09C2C14B C5E2C4E2 ...••.......C•.. (LR.MCHURBA.ESDS 


0040 	40404040 40404040 40404040 40404040 40404040 40404040 40404040 40FFFFFF 

40404040 40404040 40404040 40404040 40404040 40404040 40404040 40FFFFFF 


0060 	FFFFFFFF FF74280F OOOOOFOO 00000000 00000000 00020100 00004401 0006C400 ••••••••••••••..••••••••••••••D. 
FFFFFFFF FF74280F OOOOOFOO 00000000 00000000 00020100 00004401 0006C400 ••••.••.•••••••••••••••••••... D. 

0080 	00200000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 

00200000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 


DATA -	 T73FEOAO.VSAMOSET.DF074280.T8610AE1.T73FEOAO 

000021 00000020 01F3F3F3 F3FOF100 00213050 20098610 8A4E861 D AE2EOOOO 00000000 ..... 333301. .•. &••••• + ......... . 

CATRCO 0000002D 01F3F3F3 F3FOF100 00213050 20098610 8A4E8610 AE2EOOOO 00000000 ....• 333301 ..•.•..... +......... . 


0020 	00000000 00000000 00000000 C4015700 8FE4F7F3 C6C5C4Cl F04BE5E2 C1D4C4E2 .....•.....•D.... T7 3FEDAO. VSAMDS 
00000000 00000000 00000000 C4015700 8FE4F7F3 C6C5C4Cl F04BE5E2 Cl04C4E2 ...••.•••...D•... T7 3FEOAO. VSAMDS 

0040 	C5E34BC4 C6C4F7F4 F2F8F04B E3F8F6Fl C4C1C5Fl 4BE3F7F3 C6C5C4Cl FOFFFFFF ET.DFD74280.T861DAE1.T73FEOAO .. . 
C5E34BC4 C6C4F7F4 F2F8F04B E3F8F6Fl C4C1C5Fl 4BE3F7F3 C6C5C4Cl FOFFFFFF ET.OF074280.T861DAE1.T73FEOAO .. . 

0060 	FFFFFFFF FF74280F 00000000 20000000 04000000 01000001 80000000 00000028 

FFFFFFFF FF74280F 00000000 20800000 04000000 01000001 80000006 00000028
.. 

0080 00000000 500000FF FFFFFFFF FFFFFFOO 00000000 05000000 00000000 00010100 ::::~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::-e 

. 
00000000 500000FF FFFFFFFF FFFFFFOO 00000000 05000000 COOOOOOO 00010100 •••• &••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

OOAO 00620201 00006803 01000000 44010062 60000060 00000000 00000000 00140000 
00620201 00006803 01000000 44010062 60000060 00000000 00000000 00140000 

MISCOMPARES-HIGH USED RBA~ 

4 	 LISTCRA DUMP COMPARE LISTING NOTES 

4.1 	 The 3-byte CRA control interval number in hexadecimal form. 

4.2 	 Each two lines are, respectively, from the CRA and the catalog for the same 

displacements. 


4.3 	 Asterisks are printed below the actual bytes in which a miscompare exists and, to the 

far left, the miscomparing lines are flagged in the margin with a single .asterisk. 


4.4 	 See "LISTCRA mismatch messages" for the cause and seriousness of this 

MISCOMPARES message. 
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Appendix D: Invoking Access Method Services from a Problem Program 

Access Method Services can be invoked by a problem program through the 
use of the CDLOAD macro instruction. 

The dynamic invocation of Access Method Services enables respecification of 
selected processor defaults as well as the ability to manage Input/Output 
operations for selected files. 

Invoking Macro Instructions 
Access Method Services may be invoked from a problem program in 
DOS/VSE by loading the root segment of IDCAMS into virtual storage and 
then doing a branch entry to the module. To load IDCAMS, the program 
should be invoked with the SIZE=AUTO parameter on the EXEC statement, 
and should issue a CDLOAD macro of the form: 

ICDLOAD Iaddress 

where: 

address 
specifies the address of an 8-byte, left justified character string, 
'IDCAMSbb'. CDLOAD returns the starting address of the module in 
Register I. 

The invoking program should branch to the address returned by CDLOAD 
plus 6. 

Since IDCAMS uses OS/VS linkage conventions, the invoking program must 
provide an 18 fullword area to be used as a save area by Access Method 
Services. On entry to IDCAMS, Register 1 should point to the argument list 
discribed in Figure D-l, Register 13 should point to the save area, Register 14 
must contain the return address, and Register 15 must contain the address of 
IDCAMS plus 6. On return, all registers except Register 15 are restored by 
Access Method Services. Register 15 contains the final return code from the 
processor. The following table contains the possible values of Register 15: 

Code 	 Meaning 

o 	 The function was executed as directed and expected. Informational messages may 
have been issued. 

4 	 Some annoyance in executing the complete function was met, but it was possible to 
continue. The results might not be exactly what the user wants, but no permanent 
harm appears to have been done by continuing. A warning message was issued. 

8 	 A function could not perform all that was asked of it. The function was completed, 
but specific details were bypassed. 

12 	 The entire function could not be performed. 

16 	 Severe error or problem encountered. Remainder of command stream is flushed 
and processor returns condition code 16 to the operating system. 

Figure D-I describes the argument list as it exists in the user's area which is 
passed to the Access Method Services processor. 
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ARGUMENT LIST ARGUMENT LIST: A maximum of four fullword 
addresses pointing to the various arguments. The high 

t OPTIONS 	 order bit of the last address must be set to one. Any 
argument you do not wish to specify that precedes an 
argument you are specifying must be an address pointingt DNAMES to a halfword of binary zeros. 

t PAGE NUMBER 

t 10LIST 

PAGE NUMBER LIST OPTIONS LIST 

LENGTH LENGTH OPTI~ 
PAGE NUMBER OPTIONS LIST: Required. Provides a way to specify 

processing options. If you do not wish to specify any 
PAGE NUMBER LIST: Optional. Provides a options, you must set the length field to binary zeros. 
way to specify the starting page number for 

system output. If you do not wish to specify a LENGTH: Halfword which specifies the number of bytes 

starting page number, you must set the length in the options field. 

field to binary zeros. 


OPTIONS: Character string which contains the processing 
LENGTH: Halfword which specifies the options of the Access Method Services PARM command. 
number of bytes in the PAGE NUMBER field. The options must comply to the parameter syntax of the 

Access Method Services PARM command. 
PAG E NUMBER: 1 -4 byte character string 
which may specify the starting page number 
of system output listing. This value is reset to 
the current page number upon completion of 
the present invocation of the Access Method 
Services processor. 

INPUT/OUTPUT LIST 

INPUT/OUTPUT LIST: Optional. Provides 


n the means of identifying those files for which 

the invoker wishes to manage all I/O operations. 


t DNAMEI n: A fullword which specifies the number of 

groups of three fields that follows. Each group 


t IOROUTINE 1 consists of a DNAME address, an 10ROUTINE 

address and a user data address. 


t USER DATA 

DNAME: Address of a character string which 

identifies a file which will result in the invocation 
• of the associated 10ROUTINE for all I/O
• operations (including OPEN and CLOSE) against 
• 	 the file. The character string identifies the data 

set as follows: 


t DNAME n 	 A 1 Q-byte character string, the first two DNAMES LIST 
characters are "D D", the next 8 characters DNAMES LIST: Optional. 

t 10ROUTINE n 	 are the DNAME field value left-justified LENGTH In DOStvSE, this value must 
(padded with blanks if necessary) which may be a halfword of binary zeros. 
appear in the FI LE, INFI LE, or OUTFI LEt USER DATA n parameters of any Access Methods Services 
command. The SYSIPT (DDSYSIPT) and 
SYSLST (DDSYSLST) DLBL names may 
also appear if the invoker wishes to manage 
these fi les. 

10ROUTINE: Address of the program which is 
to be invoked to process I/O operations upon 
the file associated with DNAME. This routine, 
Instead of the processor, will be invoked for all 
operations against the file. See the section 
"User I/O Routines" in this appendix for linkage 
and interface conventions between the 10ROUTINE 
and Access Method Services. 

USER DATA: Address of a data area that the 

user may use for any purpose. 


Figure D-l. Processor Invocation Argument List from a Problem Program 
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User I/O Routines 

User I/O Routines enable a user to perform all I/O operations for a file 
which would normally be handled by the Access Methods Services processor. 
This makes it possible, for instance, to control the command input stream by 
providing an I/O Routine for SYSIPT. 

A user I/O Routine is invohd by Access Method Services for all operations 
against the selected files. The identification of the files and their associated 
I/O routines is via the Input/Output list of the processor invocation parame­
ter list (see Figure 0-1). 

When writing a user I/O routine, the user must be aware of three things. 
First, the processor handles the user file as if it were a non-VSAM file that 
contains undefined records (maximum record length is 32760 bytes) with a 
physical sequential organization. The processor does not test for the existance 
of the file. Second, the user must know the data format so that the user's 
routine can be coded to handle the correct type of input and format the 
correct type of output. Third, each user routine must handle errors encoun­
tered for files it is managing and provide to the processor a return code in 
register 15. The processor uses the return code to determine what it is to do 
next. 

The permissible return codes are: 

• 	 0 - operation successful 

• 	 4 - end of data for a GET operation 

• 	 8 - error encountered during GET/PUT operation, but continue process­
ing 

• 	 12 - do not allow any further calls (except CLOSE) to this routine 

Figure 0-2 shows the argument list used in communication between the user 
I/O routine and the Access Method Services processor. The user I/O routine 
is invoked by the processor for OPEN, CLOSE, GET and PUT routines. 

The type of operation to be performed is indicated via the IOFLAGS, the 
IOINFO field indicates, for OPEN and CLOSE operations, the filename of 
the OLBL or TLBL statements for the file; for GET and PUT operations, the 
IOINFO field is used to communicate the record length and address. 
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t USER DATA 
User data pointer obtained from the 
input/output I ist of the processor 

t 10FLAGS 
invocation parameter list. 

t 10lNFO 

OPEN or CLOSE 

DNAME 

DNAME: 8-byte field, 
left - justified (padded 
with blanks if necessary) 
containing the DLBL or 
TLBL filename. 

t Record 

Value or 
Bit Pattern 

o 
4 
8 
12 

1 • 
1 

1 . 

o 

n 

Meaning 

OPEN 
CLOSE 
GET 
PUT JOPEN for input 
OPEN for output 
Indicates 10lNFO 
contains the address 
of a DLBL or TLBL 
filename on OPEN. 

I\!ormal data record 
is to be written. 

Message serial number 
converted to binary 
if IDC message is to 
be written. 

Record Length 

For a GET this information 
is returned to the processor 
by the user's I/O routine in 
the 8-byte area passed to the 
routine. 

For a PUT the processor gives 

this information to the user's 

I/O routine. 


Record (GET): Address of 

retrieved record. 


Record Length (GET): Full ­

word length of retrieved record. 


Record (PUT): Address of 
record to be written. 

Record Length (PUT): Full ­

word length of record to be 

written. 


Figure 0-2. Arguments Passed to and from a User I/O Routine 

FLAGS 

Fullword of Flags: 

Byte 1 
(Operation) 

Byte 2 

Byte 3, 4 
(Record type 
for PUT only) 
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Appendix E: Command Parameters Summary 

This section contains tables that show each Access Method Services function­
al command's parameters, and the parameter's abbreviation, default valqe (if 
any), and example of usage. The command summaries are grouped together 
to allow you to remove these pages and use them for a quick reference. 

ALTER Parameters: Summary 

The following table shows which parameters can be used with the ALTER 
command. 

Parameter Abbr Example Notes 

ALTER ALTER ... 

Required parameter 

entryname OLDDATA/OLDPASSM 6 

Optional parameters 

Name parameters 

CATALOG CAT CAT(SUPERCAT/SCATM) 

FILE FILE(DDIO) 

NEWNAME NEWNM NEWNM(NEWDATA) 


Security and integrity parameters 


ATTEMPTS ATT ATT(3) 

AUTHORIZATION AUTH AUTH(SECURE CODEIO) 

CODE CODE(SWIM) 2 

CONTROLPW CTLPW CTLPW(FINS) 2 

ERASE ERAS ERAS 

EXCEPTION EXIT EEXT EEXT(OOPSIO) 2 

FOR FOR(756) 

INHIBIT INH INH 

MASTERPW MRPW MRPW(SCUBA) 2 

MODULE MDLE NULL(AUTH(MDLE» 4 

NOERASE NERAS NERAS 

NOWRITECHECK NWCK NWCK 

NULLIFY NULL NULL(RETN,CODE) 5 

OWNER OWNER(BIGCHIEF) 2 

READPW RDPW RDPW(MASK) 2 

RETENTION RETN NULL(RETN) 3 

SHAREOPTIONS SHR SHR(3) 

STRING STRG NULL(AUTH(STRG» 4 

TO TO(75365) 

UNINHIBIT UNINH UNINH 

UPDATEPW UPDPW UPDPW(TRUNKSj 2 

WRITECHECK WCK WCK 
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Parameter Abbr Example 	 Notes 

Allocation parameters 


ADDYOLUMES AYOL A YOL(PCYOL5) 
 J
BUFFERSPACE BUFSP, BUFSP(4096) 

BUFSPC 
FREESPACE FSPC FSPC(20 25) 
KEYS KEYS(104) 
RECORDSIZE RECSZ RECSZ(l21121) 
REMOYEYOLUMES RYOL RYOL(PCYOL4) 

Alternate Index and Path parameters 

NONUNIQUEKEY NUNQK NUNQK 
NOUPDATE NUPD NUPD 
NOUPGRADE NUPG NUPG 
UNIQUEKEY UNQK UNQK 
UPDATE UPD UPD 
UPGRADE UPG UPG 

Notes: 

I. 	 Beginning with Release 2. this parameter has heen replaced or is no longer required he(,;ause of the simplified method of 
specifying VSAM's job control. 

2. 	 This parameter can also he a suhparameter of NULLIFY. 

J. 	 RETENTION is a subparameter of NULLIFY. 

4. 	 MODULE and STRING are subparameters of NULLIFY (AUTHORIZATION). 

5. 	 See nutes 2. 3. and 4. 

6. 	 This a positional parameter and must follow ALTER. 

BLDINDEX Parameters: Summary 

The following table shows which parameters can be used with the 
BLDINDEX command. 

Parameter Abbr Example 	 Notes 

BLDINDEX BIX BIX ... 

Required parameters 

INDATASET IDS IDS(PAYROLL.NAMES.PATH) 
INFILE IFILE IFILE(DDBASE) 
OUTDATASET ODS ODS(PAYROLL.MASTER) 
OUTFILE OFiLE OFlLE(DDPATH) 

Optional parameters 

CATALOG CAT CAT(UCAT l/MASTPSWD) 
EXTERNALSORT ESORT ESORT 2 
INTERNALSORT ISORT ISORT 2 
WORKFILES WFiLE WFlLE(DDWFl DDWF2) 
WORKYOLUMES WYOL WYOL(YSEROI YSER02) 

Note: 
1. 	 Beginning with Release 2. this parameter has been replaced or is no longer required because of the simplified method of 

specifying VSAM's joh control. 

2. 	 When EXTERNALSORT is not specified. INTERNALSORT is the default. 

I CANCEL Parameters: Summary 

The following table shows which parameters can be used with the CANCEL 
command. 

Parameter Abbr Example 	 Notes 

CANCEL 	 CANCEL... 

Optional parameters 

JOB 	 JOB 
STEP 	 STEP 

Note: 

I. 	 When JOB is not specified. STEP is the default. 
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DEFINE ALTERNATEINDEX Parameters: Summary 

The following table shows which parameters can be used with the DEFINE 
ALTERNATEINDEX command. The "Usage" field specifies whether the 
parameter can be used with ALTERNATEINDEX (A), DATA (D), or 
INDEX (I). 

Parameter Abbr Usage Example Notes 

DEFINE DEF DEF AIX( ... ) 

Required parameters 

ALTERNATEINDEX 
NAME 

AIX 
A,D,I 

AIX(... ) 
NAME(PA YROLL.NAMES) 19 

Allocation parameters 

BLOCKS 

CYLINDERS 
DEFAULTVOLUMES 
RECORDS 
TRACKS 
VOLUMES 

BLK 
BLOCK 
CYL 
DFVOL 
REC 
TRK 
VOL 

A,D,I 

A,DJ 
A,D,I 
A,D,I 
A,DJ 
A,D,I 

BLK(3S20 352) 

CYL(lO 2) 
DFVOL 
REC(800 100) 
TRK(IOO 20) 
VOL(VOLOOI VOLOO2) 

I 
22 

I 
22 

Optional parameters 

CATALOG 
DATA 
INDEX 
RELATE 

CAT 

IX 
REL 

A 
A 
A 
A 

CAT(MGMTCAT/CHIEFPW) 
DATA(oo.) 
IX(oo.) 
REL(PA YROLL.MASTER) 4 

Model parameter 

MODEL A,D,I MODEL(PA YROLL.lNIT) 

Allocation parameters 

• For the Alternate Index As a Whole 

CONTROLINTERVALSIZE 
CISZ, 
CNVSZ 

A,D,I CISZ(4096) 3 

FILE 
NOALLOCATION 
NONUNIQUEKEY 
NOREUSE 
ORDERED 
REUSE 
SUBALLOCAnON 
UNIQUE 
UNIQUEKEY 
UNORDERED 
USECLASS 

NAL 
NUNQK 
NRUS 
ORD 
RUS 
SUBAL 
UNQ 
UNQK 
UNORD 
USCL 

A,D,I 
A,D,I 
A,D 
A,DJ 
A,D,I 
A,D,I 
A,DJ 
A,D,I 
A,D 
A,DJ 
A,D,I 

FILE(DDPAY) 
NAL 
NUNQK 
NRUS 
ORD 
RUS 
SUBAL 
UNQ 
UNQK 
UNORD 
USCL(7 P) 

2 
9 
6 
7 
8 
7 
9 
9 
6 
8 
20 

• For Data Record Identification and Location 

KEYRANGES 
KEYS 

KRNG A,D 
A,D 

KRNG«A M)(N Z» 
KEYS(S 8) 3,17 

• For Sequence-Set Record Location 

IMBED 
NOIMBED 
NOREPLICATE 
REPLICATE 

IMBD 
NIMBD 
NREPL 
REPL 

A,I 
A,I 
A,I 
A,I 

IMBD 
NIMBD 
NREPL 
REPL 

14 
14 
15 
15 

• For Record Processing 

BUFFERSPACE 

FREESPACE 
RECORDSIZE 

BUFSP, 
BUFSPC 
FSPC 
RECSZ 

A,D 

A,D 
A,D 

BUFSP(8704) 

FSPC(IO 10) 
RECSZ(121 121) 

3 

21 
3,IS 
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Parameter Abbr Usage Example Notes 

Data integrity parameters: 

• 	 When the Alternate Index's Base Cluster Is Opened 

NOUPGRADE NUPG A NUPG 16 
UPGRADE UPG A UPG 16 

• 	 When Records Are Written Into the Alternate Index 

NOWRITECHECK NWCK A,DJ NWCK II 
RECOVERY RCVY A,D RCVY 12 
SPEED A,D SPEED 12 
WRITECHECK WCK A.D,I WCK II 

• 	 When the Alternate Index Is Deleted 

ERASE ERAS A,D ERAS 10 
NOERASE NERAS A,D NERAS 10 

• When the Alternate Index Is Shared Between Users 

SHAREOPTIONS SHR A,DJ SHR(I) 5 

When an I/O Error Occurs 

EXCEPTION EXIT EEXT A,D,I EEXT(PAYERROR) 


Protection parameters 


ATTEMPTS ATT A,D,I ATT(4) \3 

AUTHORIZATION AUTH A,DJ AUTH(UDE) 

CODE A,D,I CODE(LES) 

CONTROLPW CTLPW A,D,I CTLPW(UL) 

MASTERPW MRPW A,D,I MRPW(JO) 

READPW RDPW A,DJ RDPW(GO) 

UPDATEPW UPDPW A,DJ UPDPW(GE) 


Ownership/Retention parameters 


FOR A FOR(380) 
OWNER A,DJ OWNER(AP) JTO A T0(75340) 

Notes: 

I. 	 You mu,t 'pecify either CYLINDERS. RECORDS. BLOCKS. or TRACKS as a parameter of ALTERNATEINDEX 
unless MODEL is specified. 

2. 	 You must specify FILE if UNIQUE is specified. 

J. 	 The example-value, ,pecified for RECORDSIZE. CONTROLINTERVALSIZE. and BUFFERSPACE represent an 

alternate index: that contains records 121 hytes long. with 33 records per control interval. and buffer space for two 4096-byte 
data control intervals and one 5 12-byte index control interval. 

4. RELATE is required except for default models. 


Notes 5 through 22 identify the default values when the parameter is not specified as a parameter of A L TERNATEINDEX: 


5. 	 SHAREOPTIONS (I 3), when SHR (value reserved) is not specified. 


6. 	 NONUNIQUEKEY. when UNIQUEKEY is not specified. 


7. 	 NOREUSE. when REUSE is not specified. 


X. 	 UNORDERED. when ORDERED IS not specified. 

9. 	 SUBALLOCATION. when UNIQUE or NOALLOCATION are not specified. 

10. 	 NOERASE. when ERASE is not specified. 

II. 	 NOWRITECHECK. when WRITECHECK is not specified. 

12. 	 RECOVERY. when SPEED is not specified. 

13. 	 ATTEMPTS(2). when ATTEMPTS("number") is not specified. 

14. 	 NOIMBED. when IMBED is not specified. 

15. NOREPLICATE. when REPLICATE is not specified. 

16 UPGRADE. when NOUPGRADE is not specified. 

17. 	 KEYS(M 0). when KEYS (length ofTset) is not specified. 

18. RECORDSIZE(4086 32600). when RECORDSIZE(average maximum) is nol specified. 

I~. ReLJuired at alternate index level: optional at data and index. component levels 

20 USECLASS (0 Pl. when USCL (primary secondary) is not specified. 

21. 	 FREESPACE (0 0). when FSPC (cipercent capercent) is nol specifIed. 

22. 	 DEFAULTVOLUMES. when VOLUMES is not specified. 
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DEFINE CLUSTER Parameters: Summary 

The following table shows which parameters can be used with the DEFINE 
CLUSTER command. The "Usage" column specifies whether the parameter 
can be used with CLUSTER (C), DATA (D), or INDEX (I). 

Parameter Abbr Usage Example Notes 

DEFINE DEF DEFCL 

Required parameters 

CLUSTER CL CL 
NAME C,D,I NAME(PA YROLL.MASTER) 22 

Allocation parameters 

BLOCKS BLK C,D,I BLK(500 1(0) 
BLOCK 

CYLINDERS CYL C,D,I CYL(IO 2) 1 
DEFAULTVOLUMES DFVOL A,D,I DFVOL 20 
RECORDS REC CD,I REC(800 1(0) 
TRACKS TRK C,D,I TRK(\OO 20) 1 
VOLUMES VOL CD,I VOL(VOLOOI VOL(02) 2 

Optional parameters 


CATALOG CAT C CAT(MGMTCAT/CHIEFPW) 

DATA C DATA(...) 

INDEX IX C IX(... ) 


Data organization parameters 


INDEXED IXD C IXD 14 

NONINDEXED NIXD C NIXD 14 

NUMBERED NUMD C NUMD 14 


Model parameter 


MODEL CD,I MODEL(PAYROLL.INIT) 


Allocation parameters 


• For the Cluster As a Whole 

CONTROLINTERVALSIZE 
CISZ, CD,l CISZ(4096) 21 
CNVSZ 

FILE C,D,I FILE(DDPAY) 3 
NOALLOCATION NAL A,D,l NAL 7 
NOREUSE NRUS C,D,I NRUS 5 
REUSE RUS C,D,I RUS 5 
SUBALLOCATION SUBAL C,D,I SUBAL 7 
UNIQUE UNQ CD,l UNQ 7 
USECLASS USCL C,D.I USCL(I P) 17 

• For the Key-Sequenced Cluster As a Whole 

FREESPACE FSPC C,D FSPC(IO 10) 18 
ORDERED ORD C,D,I ORD 6 
UNORDERED UNORD CD,I UNORD 6 

• For Record Processing 

BUFFERSPACE BUFSP, C,D BUFSP(8704) 21 
BUFSPC 

NONSPANNED NSPND C,D, NSPND 4 
RECORDSIZE RECSZ C,D RECSZ(l21121) 16,21 
SPANNED SPND C,D SPND 4 

Data integrity parameters 

• When the Records Are Written Into the Cluster 

NOWRITECHECK NWCK C,D,I NWCK 9 
RECOVERY RCVY C,D RCVY 10 
SPEED C,D SPEED 10 
WRITECHECK WCK C,D,I WCK 9 
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Parameter Abbr Usage Example 	 Notes 

• When the Cluster Is Shared Between Users 

SHAREOPTIONS SHR C,D,I SHR(I) 19 

• 	 When the Cluster Is Deleted 

ERASE ERAS C,D ERAS 8 
NOERASE NERAS C,D NERAS 8 

• 	When an I/O Error Occurs 

EXCEPTION EXIT EEXT C,D,I EEXT(PA YERROR) 


Protection parameters 


ATTEMPTS ATT C,D,I ATT(4) II 

AUTHORIZATION AUTH C,D,I AUTH(SAR) 

CODE C,D,I CODE(PER) 

CONTROLPW CTLPW C,D,I CTLPW(COM) 

MASTERPW MRPW C,D,I MRPW(BRI) 

READPW RDPW C;D,I RDPW(AD) 

UPDATEPW UPDPW C,D,I UPDPW(PLAT) 


Ownership/Retention parameters 


FOR C FOR(380) 

OWNER C,D,I OWNER(BR) 

TO C TO(7S340) 


Parameters for key-sequenced clusters only 

• 	 For Data Record Identification and Location 

KEYRANGES KRNG C,D KRNG«A E)(F M)(N Z» 2 
KEYS C,D KEYS(88) IS 

• 	 For Sequence-Set Record Location 

IMBED IMBD C,I IMBD 12 
NOIMBED NIMBD C,I NIMBD 12 
NOREPLICATE NREPL C,I NREPL 13 J 
REPLICATE REPL C,I REPL 13 

Notes: 
I. 	 You must specify either CYLINDERS. RECORDS. BLOCKS. or TRACKS as a parameter of 

CLUSTER unless MODEL is specified. 

2. 	 When more k.ey ranges than volumes ate specified (as shown in the VOLUMES and KEYRANGES ex.amples). the ex.cess 
key ranges are allocated on the last volume specified. That is, volume VOLOOI contains key range A-E. and volume 
VOLOO2 contains key ranges F-M and N-Z. 

3. 	 You mu.t specify FILE if UNIQUE is specified. 

Notes 4 through 20 identify the default values when the parameter is not specified as a parameter of CLUSTER: 

4. 	 NONSPANNED. when SPANNED is not specified. 

5. 	 NOREUSE. when REUSE is not specified. 

6. 	 UNORDERED. when ORDERED is not specified. 

7. 	 SUBALLOCATION. when UNIQUEor NOALLOCATION are not specified. 

8. 	 NOERASE. when ERASE is not specified. 

9. 	 NOWRITECHECK. when WRITECHECK is not specified. 

10. 	 RECOVERY. when SPEED is not specified. 

II. 	 ATTEMPTS(2). when ATTEMPTS (number) is not specified. 

12. 	 NOIMBED. when IMBED is not specified. 

13. 	 NOREPLICATE. when REPLICATE is not specified. 

14. 	 INDEXED. when neither NON INDEXED nor NUMBEREDare specified. 

15. 	 KEYS(64 0). when KEYS (Ienglh ofTsel) is not specified for a key-sequenced file. 

16. 	 RECORDSIZE (408632600). when RECORDSIZE i. nol specified and SPANNED is specified; olherwise. 

RECORDSIZE(4089 4089) when RECORDSIZE is nol specified and SPANNED is not specified. 


17. 	 USECLASS (0 P) when USCL (primary secondary) i. not specified. 

18. 	 FREESPACE (00). when FSPC (cipercent capercenl) is nol specified. 

19. 	 SHAREOPTIONS (I 3). when SHR (value reserved) is not specified. 

20. 	 DEFAULTVOLUMES. when VOLUMES is nol specified. 

21. 	 The example-value. specified for RECORDSIZE. CONTROLINTERVALSIZE. and BUFFERSPACE represent a 
relative· record cluster that contains fixed-length records 121 bytes long. with 33 records per control interval. and buffer 
space for two 4096-byte data control intervals. 

22. 	 Required at the cluster level: optional at the data and index component levels. 
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DEFINE MASTERCA T ALOG or USERCA T ALOG Parameters: Summary 

The following table shows which parameters can be used with the DEFINE 
MASTERCATALOG and DEFINE USERCATALOG commands. The 
"Usage" column specifies whether the parameter can apply to the catalog as a 
whole (U), to the data component (D), or to the index component (I). 

Parameter Abbr Usage Example Notes 

DEFINE DEF DEF MCAT( ...) 

Required parameters 

MASTERCATALOG MCAT, MCAT( ...) 
MRCAT 

USERCA T ALOG UCAT UCAT(. .. ) 
NAME U NAME(USERCAT.TW05) 

Allocation parameters 

BLOCKS BLK U,D,I BLK(500 2(0) 3 
BLOCK 

CYLINDERS CYL U,D,! CYL(lO 2) 3 
DEDICATE DED U DED 3,10 
FILE U FILE(NEWCATDD) I 
RECORDS REC U,D,I REC(800 150) 3 
TRACKS TRK U,D,I TRK(lOO 20) 3 
VOLUME VOL U VOL(UVOL25) 

Optional parameters 


CATALOG CAT CAT(MAS/MWPW) 7 

DATA DATA( ...) 

INDEX IX IX( ... ) 


Model Parameter 


MODEL U MODEL(USCAT) 7 


Sequence Set Record Location parameters 


IMBED IMBD U,I IMBD 9 

NOIMBED NIMBD U,I NIMBD 9 


Allocation parameters 


BUFFERSPACE BUFSP U,D BUFSP(8192) 2 

CLASS U CLASS(I) 8 

NOTRECOVERABLE NRVBL U,D NRVBL 5 

ORIGIN ORG U ORG(20) 10,11 

RECOVERABLE RVBL U,D RVBL 5 


• Protection parameters 

ATTEMPTS ATT U ATT(I) 6 

AUTHORIZATION AUTH U AUTH(SPR) 

CODE U CODE(CAN) 

CONTROLPW CTLPW U CTLPW(TOF) 

MASTERPW MRPW U MRPW(CHO) 

READPW RDPW U RDPW(COC) 

UPDATEPW UPDPW U UPDPW(CHU) 


• Data integrity parameters 

NOWRITECHECK NWCK U,DJ NWCK 4 
WRITECHECK WCK U,D,I WCK 4 

• Ownership/Retention parameters 

FOR U FOR(9999) 
OWNER U OWNER(STI) 
TO U TO(99360) 
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Notes: 
I. 	 Beginning with Release 2, this parameter has been replaced or is no longer required because of the simplified method of 

specifying VSAM'sjob conlroi. 

2. 	 When no value is specified. the default is BUFFERSPACE(3072). 

3. 	 You must specify eilher CYLINDERS. DEDICATE. RECORDS. BLOCKS. or TRACKS as a subparameler of 
MASTERCATALOG and USERCATALOG. 

4. 	 When WRITECHECK is not specified.lhe default is NOWRITECHECK. 

5. 	 When RECOVERABLE is not specified. the default is NOTRECOVERABLE. 

6. 	 When no value isspecified.the default is ATTEMPTS(2). 

7. 	 Can only be specified wilh DEFINE USERCATALOG. 

8. 	 When no value is specified. Ihe default is CLASS (0). 

9. 	 When NOIMBED is nol specified. the default is IMBED. 

10. 	 Do not specify ORIGIN with DEDICATE. 

II. 	 When neither ORIG1N nor DEDIC ATE is specified. the first available extent on the volume large enough to hold the 
catalog level space-allo~ation-value is chosen. 
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DEFINE NONVSAM Parameters: Summary 

The following table shows which parameters can be used with the DEFINE 
NONVSAM command. 

Parameter Abbr Example 

DEFINE 	 DEF DEFNVSAM 

Required parameters 

NONVSAM NVSAM NVSAM 

DEVICETYPES DEVT DEVT(3340) 

NAME NAME(NONVSAM.DATA.SET) 

VOLUMES VOL VOL(DISK20) 


Optional parameters 


CATALOG CAT CAT(UCATI25) 

FILESEQUENCENUMBERS FSEQN FSEQN(34) 


DEFINE PATH Parameters: Summary 

The following table shows which parameters can be used with the DEFINE 
PATH command. 

Parameter Abbr Example 	 Notes 

DEFINE DEF DEF PATH(...) 


Required parameters 


PATH PATH(...) 

NAME NAME(PAYROLL.NAMES.PATH) 

PATHENTRY PENT PENT(PA YROLL.NAMES) 


Optional parameters 


CATALOG CAT CAT(USERICAT) 


Allocation parameter 


FILE FILE(STEPCA T) 


Model parameter 


MODEL MODEL(BEA) 


Update parameters 


NOUPDATE NUPD NUPD 2 

UPDATE UPD UPD 2 


Protection parameters 


ATTEMPTS ATT ATT(3) 3 

AUTHORIZATION AUTH AUTH(PATHCHK) 

CODE CODE(FOL) 

CONTOLPW CTLPW CTLPW(UL) 

MASTERPW MRPW MRPW(PET) 

READPW RDPW RDPW(BAN) 

UPDATEPW UPDPW UPDPW(MAR) 


Owner/Retention parameters 


FOR FOR(365) 

OWNER OWNER(ME) 

TO TO(75001) 


Notes: 


I. 	 Beginning with Release 2. this parameter has been replaced or is no longer required because of the simplified method of 
specifying VSAM's job <'lOIrOI. 

2. 	 When NOUPDATE is no. specified. UPDATE is .he defaull. 

3. 	 When ATTEMPTS is no. specified. ATTEMPTS(2) is .he default. 
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DEFINE SPACE Parameters: Summary 

The following table shows which parameters can be used with the DEFINE 
SPACE command. 

Parameter Abbr Example 	 Notes 

DEFINE DEF DEF SPC( ... ) 

Required parameters 

SPACE SPC SPC ( ... ) 

BLOCKS BLK BLK(500 1(0) 2 


BLOCK 
CANDIDATE CAN CAN 2 
CYLINDERS CYL CYL(1O 2) 2 
DEDICATE OED OED 2,5 
FILE FILE(DDSPC) I 
RECORDS REC REC( 1000 2(0) 2,3 
RECORDSIZE RECSZ RECSZ(80 80) 3 
TRACKS TRK TRK(20040) 2 
VOLUMES VOL VOL(PSV525) 

Optional parameters 

CATALOG CAT CAT(USERCATl) 
CLASS CLASS CLASS(I) 4 
ORIGIN ORG ORG(40) 5 

Notes: 

I. 	 Beginning with Release 2. this parameter has been replaced or is no longer required because o'rthe simplified method of 
specifying VSAM'sjob <'antrol. 

2. 	 You must specify either CANDIDATE. CYLINDERS. DEDIC ATE. RECORDS. BLOCKS.or TRACKS as a parameler 
of SPACE. 

3. 	 If RECORDS is specified. you must also specify RECORDSIZE. but. you cannot specify RECORDSIZE without 
specifying rec...ords. J4. 	 If no value is specified. CLASS(O) is Ihe default. 

5. 	 Du nut specify ORIGIN with DEDICATE. 

DELETE Parameters: Summary 

The following table shows which parameters can be used with the DELETE 
command. 

Parameter Abbr Example 	 Notes 

DELETE DEL DEL ... 

Required parameter 

entryname 	 (NEWDAT A/BOB) 6 

Optional parameters 

AL TERNATEINDEX AIX AIX 
CATALOG CAT CAT(UCA T57 /MASTPW) 
CLUSTER CL CL 
ERASE ERAS ERAS 
FILE FILE(DDCLU) I 
FORCE FRC FORCE 5 
MASTERCATALOG MCAT MCAT 2 
NOERASE NERAS NERAS 
NOFORCE NFRC NFRC 5 
NONVSAM NVSAM NVSAM 
NOPURGE NPRG NPRG 3 
NOSCRATCH NSCR NSCR 4 
PATH PATH 
PURGE PRG PRG 3 
SCRATCH SCR SCR 4 ~ SPACE SPC SPC 2 
USERCATALOG UCAT UCAT 2 
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Notes: 

I. 	 Beginning with Release 2. this parameter has been replaced or is no longer required because of the simplified method of 
specifying VSAM's job control. 

2. 	 When you delete a data space or catalog. you cannot delete any other type of entry. You mus~ identify the type of entry to 
be deleted, by specifying SPACE, MASTERCATALOG, or USERCATALOG. 

3. 	 Unless you specify PURGE, the default is NOPURGE. 

4. 	 Unless you specify NOSCRATCH, the default is SCRATCH. 

5. 	 Unless you specify FORCE. the default is NOFORCE. 

6. 	 This is a positional parameter" and must follow DELETE. 

EXPORT Parameters: Summary 

The following table shows which parameters can be used with the EXPORT 
command, 

Parameter Abbr Example 	 Notes 

EXPORT EXP EXP ... 

Required parameters 

entryname USERCATI/MCATMPW II 
DISCONNECT DCON DCON 2 
INFILE IFILE IFILE(DD2 ENV(... » I 
OUTFILE OFILE OFILE(DD2 ENV(...» 2,12,13,14 

Optional parameters 

BLOCKSIZE BLKSZ ENV(BLKSZ(6000)... ) 12,13 
CIMODE CIM CIM 17 
ENVIRONMENT ENV OFILE(DDEXP2 ENV(...» 13 
ERASE ERAS ERAS 10 
INHIBITSOURCE INHS INHS 4,5 
INHIBITTARGET INHT INHT 6 
NOERASE NERAS NERAS 
NOINHIBITSOURCE NINHS NINHS 4 
NOINHlBlTTARGET NINHT NINHT 6 
NOLABEL NLBL ENV(NLBL) 15 
NOPURGE NPRG NPRG 7 
NOREWIND NREW ENV(NREW) 16 
PERMANENT PERM PERM 9 
PRIMEDATADEVlCE PDEV ENV(... PDEV(2400» 13,14 
PURGE PRG PRG 7,8 
RECORDMODE RECM RECM 17 
REWIND REW ENV(REW) 16 
STDLABEL SLBL ENV(SLBL) 15 
TEMPORARY TEMP TEMP 5,8,9,10 
UNLOAD UNLD ENV(UNLD) 16 

Notes: 

I. 	 Beginning with Release 2. this parameter has been replaced or is no longer required because of the simplified method of 
specifying VSAM'sjob control. 

2. 	 When entryname names a user catalog. DISCONNECT is required. Otherwise. DISCONNECT cannot be used. 

3. 	 When entryname names a cluster or alternate index. OUTFILE is required. 

4. 	 When INHIBITSOURCE is nol specified. NOINHIBITSOURCE is the default. 

5. 	 When INHIBITSOURCE is specified, TEMPORARY muslalso be specified. 

6. 	 When INHIBITTARGET is not specified. NOINHIBITTARGET is the default. 

1. 	 When PURGE is nOI specified, NOPURGE is Ihe default. 

8. 	 You cannot specify PURGE and TEMPORARY together. 

9. 	 When TEMPORARY is not specified. PERMANENT is the default. 

10. 	 You cannot specify ERASE and TEMPORARY together. 

II. This positional parameter must immediately follow EXPORT. 

12. 	 When not specified. the default for blocksize is 2048 bytes per block. 

13. 	 When you specify OUTFILE, ENVIRONMENT describes BLOCKSIZE and device Iype - PRIMEDATADEVICE. 

14. 	 When not specified. the default for device type is 2314. 

15. 	 When NOLABEL is not specified, STDLABEL is the default. 

16. 	 When REWIND or UNLOAD is not specified, NOREWIND is the default. 

11. 	 When RECORDMODE is not specified, CI MODE is the default. 
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EXPORTRA Parameters: Summary 

The following table shows which parameters can be used with the 
EXPORTRA command. 

Parameter Abbr Example 	 Notes 

EXPORTRA XPRA XPRA ... 

Required parameters 

CRAVOLUMES CRAVOL CRAVOL« ... )( ...» 
ALL 	 CRAVOL«VSEROI ALL» 2,12 
ENTRIES ENT CRAVOL«VSEROI ENT(MYDS))) 2,12 
INFILE IFILE CRA«CRAVOLl ALL IFILE(CRA VOL2))) 1 
NONE CRAVOL«VSEROI NONE» 2,12 

OUTFlLE OFILE OFILE(CRAVOL3 ENV ( ...» 3,6,8 

Optional parameters 

BLOCKSIZE BLKSZ ENV(BLKSZ(6000)... ) 6 
CIMODE CIM CIM \I 
ENVIRONMENT ENV OFILE(CRAVOL3 ENV(...» 7 
FORCE FRC FRC 4 
MASTERPW MRPW MRPW(MCATMPW) 5 
NOFORCE NFRC NFRC 4 
NOLABEL NLBL ENV(NLBL) 9 
NOREWIND NREW ENV(NREW) 10 
PRIMEDATADEV1CE PDEV ENV(...PDEV(2400)) 8 
RECORDMODE RECM RECM II 
REWIND REW ENV(REW) 10 
STDLABEL SLBL ENV(SLBL) 9 
UNLOAD UNLD ENV(UNLD) 10 

Notes: 

I. 	 Beginning with Release 2. this parameter has been repla(.'Cd or is no longer required because of the simplified method of 
specifying VSAM"s job control. 

2. 	 VSEROI identifies the catalog recovery area's volume. 

). 	 eRAVOLl identifies a DLBL statement that describes a portable copy (that is. a disk pack or magnetic tape reel of an 
output tile.) 

4. 	 Unless you spedfy FORCE. the default option is NOFORCE. 

S. 	 When the master catalog is password protected. you must supply its master password. 

6. 	 When not specified. the default is 2048 bytes per block. 

7 	 When you specify OUTFILE. ENVIRONMENT describes BLOCKSIZE and device type (PRIMEDATADEVICE). 

8. 	 When not specified. the default is 2314. 

9. 	 When NOLABEL is not specified. STDLABEL is the default. 

10. When REWIND or UNLOAD is not specified. NOREWIND is the default. 

II. 	 When RECORDMODE is not specified. ClMODE is the default. 

12. 	 When NONE or ENTRIES is not specified. ALL is the default. 
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IMPORT Parameters: Summary 

The following table shows which parameters can be used with the IMPORT 
command. 

Parameter Abbr Example 	 Notes 

IMPORT IMP IMP ... 

Required parameters 

CONNECT CON CON 	 2 
DEVICETYPE DEVT DEVT(3340) 	 2,3 
INFILE IFILE IFILE(DDBU ENV( ...» 	 7,12 
OBJECTS OBJ OBJ«... » 	 II 
OUTFILE OFILE OFILE(DDOLD) 	 I 
OUTPW OPW OPW(OPASSWD) 

Optional parameters 

BLOCKSIZE BLKSZ ENV(BLKSZ(600...) 6,7 
CATALOG CAT CAT(USERCAT I/UPDPW I) 
DEFAULTVOLUMES DFVOL DFVOL 
ENVIRONMENT ENV (lFILE(DDEXP2 ENV(...» 7 
ERASE ERAS ERAS S 
FILE FILE(DDKSVOL) 3 
KEYRANGES KRNG KRNG«A M) (N Z» 3 
NEWNAME NEWNM NEWNM(NEW.DS) 3 
NOERASE NERAS NERAS S 
NOLABEL NLBL ENV(NLBL) 9 
NOREWIND NREW ENV(NREW) to 
NOPURGE NPRG NPRG S,l3 
ORDERED ORD ORD 3,4 
PRIMEDATADEVICE PDEV ENV(...PDEV(2400» 1,8 
PURGE PRG PRG S,l3 
REWIND REW ENV(REW) to 
STDLABEL SLBL ENV(SLBL) 9 
UNLOAD UNLD ENV(UNLD) to 
UNORDERED UNORD UNORD 3,4 
USECLASS USCL USCL(7 P) 3 
VOLUMES VOL VOL(KSVOLl) 3 

Notes: 

I. 	 Beginning with Release 2. this parameter has been replaced or is no longer required because of the simplified method of 
specifying VSAM's job control. 

2. 	 When a user catalog is imported. CONNECT and DEVICETYPE are required. Otherwise. CONNECT and DEVICE­
TYPE cannot be used. 

3. 	 This parameter is a subparameter of08JECTS. 

4. 	 When ORDERED is not specified. UNORDERED is the default. 

5. 	 ERASE or NOERASE. and PURGE or NOPURGE can be specified only for temporarily-exported alternate indexes and 
clusters. 

6. 	 When not specified. the default for blocksize is 2048 bytes per block. 

7. 	 When you specify INfILE. ENVIRONMENT describes BLOCKSIZE and PRIMEDATADEVICE. 

8. 	 When not spct::ified. the default device type is 2314. 

9. 	 When NOLABEL is not specified. STDLABEL is the default. 

10. 	 When REWIND or UNLOAD is not specified. NOREWIND is the default. 

II. 	 When a user catalog is imported. OBJECTS is required; otherwise. it is optional. 

12. 	 When an alternate index or cluster is imported. INFILE is required; otherwise. it cannot be used. 

13. 	 When PURGE is not specified. NOPURGE is the default. 
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IMPORTRA Parameters: Summary 

The following table shows which parameters can be used with the 
IMPORTRA command. 

Parameter 

IMPORTRA 

Required parameters 

INFILE 
OUTFILE 

Optional parameters 

BLOCKSIZE 
CATALOG 
DEFAULTVOLUMES 
DEVICETYPE 
ENVIRONMENT 
FILE 
NOLABEL 
NOREWIND 
OBJECTS 

PRIMEDATADEVICE 
REWIND 
STDLABEL 
UNLOAD 
USECLASS 
VOLUMES 

Notes: 

Abbr 

MPRA 

IFILE 
OFILE 

BLKSZ 
CAT 
DFVOL 
DEVT 
ENV 

NLBL 
NREW 
OBJ 

PDEV 
REW 
SLBL 
UNLD 
USCL 
VOL 

Example Notes 

MPRA ... 

IFILE(PORTI ENV(...» 3 
OFILE(PORT2) 

ENV(BLKSZ(6000)... ) 3 
CAT(MYCAT2) 
DFVOL 
DEVT(3330) 2 
IFILE(EXP2 ENV( ... )) 
FILE(DDUNIQ) 2 
ENV(NLBL) 5 
ENV(NREW) 6 
OBJ«MYDS 2 
VOL(VOLOOI) DEVT(3330))) 
ENV( ... PDEV(2400» 4 
ENV(REW) 6 
ENV(SLBL) 5 
ENV(UNLD) 6 
USCL( I \) 2 
VOL(VOLOO I) 2 

I. 	 Beginning with Release 2. this parameter has been replaced or is no longer required because of the simplified method of 

specifying VSAM'sjob control. 

2. 	 This parameter is a subparameter of OBJECTS. 

3. 	 When not specified. the default for blocksize is 2048 bytes per block. 

4. 	 When not spedfied. the default device lype is 2314. 

5. 	 When NOLABEL is not specified. STDLABEL is the default. 

6. 	 When REWIND or UNLOAD i. not specified. NOREWIND is the default. 
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LlSTCA T Parameters: Summary 

The following table shows which parameters can be used with the LISTCAT 
command. 

Parameter 

L1STCAT 

Required parameters 

Abbr 

L1STC 

Example 

L1STC ... 

Notes 

There are no required parameters for L1STCA T. 

Optional parameters 

ALL 
ALLOCATION 
ALTERNATEINDEX 
CATALOG 
CLUSTER 
DATA 
ENTRIES 
INDEX 
NAME 
NONVSAM 
NOTUSABLE 
PATH 
SPACE 
USERCATALOG 
VOLUME 

Notes: 

ALLOC 
AIX 
CAT 
CL 

ENT 
IX 

NVSAM 
NUS 

SPC 
UCAT 
VOL 

ALL 
ALLOC 
AIX 
CAT(USERCATI) 
CL 
DATA 
ENT(DSI DS2) 
IX 
NAME 
NVSAM 
NUS 
PATH 
SPC 
UCAT 
VOL 

I. NAME is the default. unless ALL. VOLUME. or ALLOCATION is specified. 

LlSTCRA Parameters: Summary 

The following table shows which parameters can be used with the LISTCRA 
command. 

Parameter 

L1STCRA 

Required parameters 

INFILE 

INVOLUMES 

Optional parameters 

CATALOG 
COMPARE 
DUMP 
MASTERPW 
NAME 
NOCOMPARE 
SEQUENTIALDUMP 

Notes: 

Abbr 

L1STR 

IFILE 

IVOL 

CAT 
CMPR 

MRPW 

NCMPR 
SDUMP 

Example 

L1STR ... 

IFILE(DDVOL I) 

IVOL(VSERO I) 

CAT(UCATOI) 
CMPR 
DUMP 
MRPW(MCATMRPW) 
NAME 
NCMPR 
SDUMP 

I. 	 Beginning with Relea"" 2. this parameter has been replaced or is no 
longer required because of the simplified method of specifying VSAM's 
job control. 

2. 	 Unless you specify COMPARE. the default is NOCOMPARE. 

3. 	 Unless you specify DUMP or SEQUENTIALDUMP.the default is NAME. 

4. 	 When you specify COMPARE. you must identify the catalog with the 
CATALOG parameter. 

S. 	 When the master catalog is password protected, you must supply its 
master pas.~word. 

6. 	 SEQUENTIALDUMPcannot be specified with COMPARE. 

Notes 

4 
2,4,6 
3 
5 
3 
2 
3,6 
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PRINT Parameters: Summary 

The following table shows which parameters can be used with the PRINT 
command. 

Parameter Abbr Exampie 	 Notes 

PRINT 	 PRINT INFILE(...) 

Required parameter 

INFILE IFILE IFILE(DDMDS) 

Optional parameters 

BLOCKSIZE BLKSZ ENV(BLKSZ(800) ... ) 4 
CHARACTER CHAR CHAR I 
COUNT COUNT(23) 3 
DUMP DUMP 1 
ENVIRONMENT ENV OFILE(DDEXPI ENV( ... » 5 
FROMADDRESS FADDR FADDR(\22) 2 
FROMKEY FKEY FKEY(M) 2 
FROMNUMBER FNUM FNUM(23) 2 
HEX HEX I 
NOLABEL NLBL ENV(NLBL) 9 
NOREWIND NREW ENV(NREW) 10 
PRIMEDATADEVICE PDEV ENV( ... PDEV(3330» 6 
RECORDFORMAT RECFM ENV(REFCM(FB» 7 
RECORDSIZE RECSZ ENV(RECSZ(lOO) ... » 8 
REWIND REW ENV(REW) 10 
SKIP SKIP(20) 2 
STDLABEL SLBL ENV(SLBL) 9 
TOADDR!!SS TADDR TADDR(442) 3 
TOKEY TOKEY(S) 3 
TONUMBER TNUM TNUM(30) 3 
UNLOAD UNLD ENV(UNLD) 10 

Notes: 

I. 	 When CHARACTER or HEX is not spe<:ified. DUMP is the default. 

2. 	 You can identify the record at which printing is to start with: FROM KEY. FROMADDRESS. FROMNUMBER. or SKIP. 

3. 	 You can identify the record at which printing is to end with: TOKEY. TOADDRESS. TON UMBER. or COUNT. 

4. 	 This parameter is required for a nonVSAM file. For inde.ed·sequential or sequential FIXBLK files. substitute the logical 
record length times the number of records per block. For inde.ed·sequential FIXUNB files. substitute the logical record 
length plus the key length. 

5. 	 When you are printing a nonVSAM file. this parameter i. required. Subparameters BLOCKSIZE. and RECORDFOR· 
MAT are required for nonVSAM file processing. 

6. 	 When not spe<:ified. the default is 2314. 

7. 	 This fWlrameter is required when you are printing a non VSA M file. For format description. substitute one of the following 
values: 

Value Abbr Meaning 

FIXUNB F Fixed. unblocked 
FIXBLK FB Fixed. blocked 
VARUNB V Variable. unblocked 
VARBLK VB Variable. blocked 
SPNUNB S Variable spanned. unblocked 
SPNBLK SB Variable spanned. blocked 
UNDEF U Undefined 

8. 	 For indued·sequential FIXUNB files. this parameter is the logical record length plus the key length. For UNDEF. 
SPN BLK. or SPUNUB nonVSAM files. this parameter i. the m .... imum record si .... Default record si... is equal to block 
si... for·files that are FIXUNB. FIXBLK or UNDEF. Default record size is equal to block size minus four for files that are 
VARUNB. VARBLK. SPNUNB. or SPNBLK. 

9. 	 When NOLABEL i. not spe<:ified. STDLABEL is the·default. 

10. 	 When REWIND or UNLOAD is not specified. NOREWIND is the default. 
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REPRO Parameters: Summary 

The following table shows which parameters can be used with the REPRO 
command. 

Parameter Abbr Example 	 Notes 

REPRO 	 REPRO... 

Required parameters 

INFILE IFILE IFILE(DDMDS) 

OUTFILE OFILE OFILE(DDNDS) 


Optional parameters 


BLOCKSIZE BLKSZ ENV(BLKSZ(800) ... ) 


COUNT COUNT(25) 4 

ENVIRONMENT ENV OFILE(DDEXP2(ENV(...» 2 

IFILE(DDEXPI ENV( ... » 
FROMADDRESS FADDR FADDR(122) 3 
FROMKEY FKEY FKEY(M) 3 
FROMNUMBER FNUM FNUM(25) 3 
HINDEXDEVICE HDEV ENV(HDEV(3330)...) 9 
NOLABEL NLBL ENV(NLBL) 10 
NOREPLACE NREP NREP 5 
NOREWIND NREW ENV(NREW) 11 
NOREUSE NRUS NRUS 
PRIMEDATADEVICE PDEV ENV( ... PDEV(23 19» 6 
RECORDSIZE RECSZ ENV(RECSZ(80) ... ) 8 
RECORDFORMAT RECFM ENV(RECFM(FB)... ) 7 
REPLACE REP REP 5 
REUSE RUS RUS 
REWIND REW ENV(REW) II 
SKIP SKIP(20) 3 
STDLABEL SLBL ENV(SLBL) 10 
TOADDRESS TADDR TADDR(442) 4 
TOKEY TOKEY(S) 4 
TONUMBER TNUM TNUM(30) 4 
UNLOAD UNLD ENV(UNLD) II 

Notes: 
I. 	 This parameter is required for a nonVSAM file. For inde.ed-sequential or sequential FIXBLK nics. substitute the logical 


record-length times the number of records per block. For indexed-sequential FIXUNB files. substitute the logical record 

length plus the key length. 


2. 	 When you are printing a nonVSAM file. this parameter is required. Subparameters BLOCKSIZE. and RECORDFOR­
MAT are required for nonVSAM file processing. 

3. 	 You ClIn identify the record at which copying is to stan with: FROM KEY. FROMADDRESS. FROMNUMBER. or SKIP. 

4. 	 You ClIn identify the record at which copying is to end with: TOKEY. TOADDRESS. TON UMBER. or COUNT. 

S. 	 When REPLACE is not specined. NOREPLACE is the default. 

6. 	 When not specified. the default is 2314. 

7. 	 This parameter is required when you are printing a nonVSAM file. For format description. substitute one of the following 
values: 

Value Abbr Meaning 


FIXUNB F Fixed. unblocked 

FIXBLK FB Fixed. blocked 

VARUNB V Variable. unblocked 

VARBLK VB Variable. blocked 

SPNUNB S Variable spanned. unblocked 

SPNBLK SB Variable spanned. blocked 

UNDEF U Undefined 


8. 	 For- indexed-sequential FIXUNB files. this parameter is the logical record length plus the key length. For UNDEF. 
SPNBLK. or SPNUNB nonVSAM files. this parameter is the maximum record size. Default record size is equal to block 
size for fila that are FIXUNB. FIXBLK or UNDEF. Default record size is equal to block size minus four for files that are 
V ARUNB. VARBLK. SPNUNB. or SPNBLK. 

9. 	 Specify when used with INFILE. for an indexed-sequential file; the default is the device type orthe volume on which the 

prime data records reside. 


10. 	 When NOLABEL is not specified. STDALBEL is the default. 

II. 	 When REWIND or UNLOAD is not specified. NOREWIN D is the default. 
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RESETCAT Parameter Summary 

The following table shows which parameters can be used with the RESET­
CAT command. 

Parameter Abbr Example 	 Notes 

RESETCAT RCAT RCAT CAT ( ... ) 	 2 

Required Parameters 

CATALOG CAT CAT (USERCATI/UPDPWI) 3 
CRAFILES CRAFILE CRAFlLE«CRAI ALL) 

(DDCRA2 ALL» 
CRAVOLUMES CRAVOL CRAVOL«VSEROI ALL) 4 

(VSER02 ALL» 
WORKCAT WCAT WCAT(USERCAT2/ 5 

UPDPW2) 

Optional Parameters 

IGNORE IGN IGN 7 
MASTERPW MRPW MRPW(MSTRPW2) 
NOIGNORE NIGN NIGH 7 
WORKVOLUMES WVOL WVOL(VSER03/PDPW2 VSER04) 6 

Notes: 
I. 	 Beginning with Release 2. this parameter has heen replaced or is no longer required hccause oOhe simplified method of 

specifying VSAM·sjob control. 

2. 	 You may use RESETCAT only with recoverable catalogs. 

3. 	 USERCATI is the catalog to be re,;el. 

4. 	 VSEROI is the volume containing a CRA to be accessed. 

5. 	 USERCAT2 is the catalog where the workfilcs are defined. 

6. 	 VSER03 and VSER04 identify the workfile·s volumes. 

7. 	 When IGNORE is not specified. NOIGNORE is the default. 

VERIFY Parameters: Summary 

The following table shows which parameters can be used with the VERIFY 
command. 

Parameter Abbr Example 	 Notes 


VERIFY VFY VFY DS( ... ) 


Required Parameters 


DATASET DS DS(PAYROLL.MASTER) 

FILE FILE(ACCNTS) 


NOTES: 


Beginning with Release 2. this parameter has heen replaced or is no longer required hccause oOhe simplified method of 
specifying VSA M·s job control. 
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Appendix F: Operand Notation for VSAM Macros 

The addresses, names, numbers, and options required with operands in 
GENCB, MODCB, SHOWCB, TESTCB, BLDVRP, WRTBFR, and 
SHOWCAT can be expressed in a variety of ways: 

• 	 An absolute numeric expression, for example, RECLEN=400, as in the 
following sample job stream: 

LA 1,RPL Set RPL address in reg 1 
MODCB RPL=(l),RECLEN=400 Set record length field in 

• 	 RPL to value of 400 

• 	 A character string, for example, DDNAME=DATASET 

• 	 A code or a list ofcodes separated by commas and enclosed in par­
entheses, for example, OPTCD=KEY or OPTCD=(KEY,DIR,IN) 

• 	 A register from 2 through 12 that contains an address or numeric value. 
Equated labels can be used to designate a register, for example, 
SYNAD=(ERR), where the following equate statement has been in­
cluded in the program: ERR EQU 3 

An example of register notation for an operand that takes a numeric 
value is: 

LA 6,400 Set length desired in reg 6 
MODCB RPL=RPL,RECLEN=(6) Set record length field in RPL 

• 	 to value specified in reg 6 

An example of register notation for an operand that takes an address 
value is: 

LA 2,RCDAREA Set address of record area in
• 	 reg 2 

MODCB RPL=RPL,AREA=(2) Set area operand in RPL according
• 	 to contents of reg 2 

RCDAREA 	 DS CL400 

• 	 An expression ofthe form (S,scon), where scon is any expression valid 
for an S-type address constant, including the base-displacement form. 

An example of S-type address notation for an operand that takes a 
numeric value follows (the use of the S-type notation, for numeric-value 
operands is usually equivalent to either absolute-numeric-expression 
notation or register notation): 

MODCB RPL=RPL,RECLEN=(S,400) Set record length field
• 	 in RPL to value of 400 
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An example of S-type address notation for an operand that takes an 
address value is: 

MODCB RPL=RPL,AREA=(S,RCDAREA1) 	 Set area operand in RPL 
to address of RCDAREA1* 

RCDAREA1 OS CL400 

• 	 An expression of the form (*,scon), where scon is any expression valid 
for an S-type address constant, including the base-displacement form; 
the address specified by soon is indirect, that is, it points to the location 
that contains the value of the keyword. 

If indirect S-type address notation is used, the value it points to must 
meet either of the following criteria: 

- If the value is a numeric quantity, a bitstring representing codes, or a 
pointer, it must occupy a fullword of storage. 

- If the value is an alphameric character string, it must occupy two 
words of storage, be left aligned, and be padded on the right with 
blanks, if necessary. 

An example of indirect S-type address notation for an operand that 
takes a numeric value is: 

MOOCB RPL=RPL,RECLEN=(*,RECLEN1) Set record length field 
* 	 in RPL to value specified 
* 	 in the fullword RECLEN1. 

RECLEN1 DC F'400' 

An example of indirect S-type address notation for an operand that 
takes a name value is: 

MOOCB ACB=ACB,DDNAME=(*,DDNAME1) 	 Set ddname field in ACB to 
value specified in the* 

* 	 8-byte field DDNAME1. 

DDNAME1 DC CL8'FILENAME' 

An example of indirect S-type notation for an operand that takes an 
address value is: 

MOOCB RPL=RPL,AREA=(*,ARCDAREA) 	 Set area operand in RPL to 
address of area pointed to* by 	the pointer ARCDAREA.* 

ARCDAREA DC A(RCDAREA1) 
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• 	 An expression valid for a relocatable A-type address constant, for 
example: 

MODCB RPL=RPL,AREA=RCDAREA Set area operand in RPL
• 	 to address of RCDAREA 

The expressions that can be used depend on the keyword specified. 
Register and S-type address notations cannot be used when MF=L is 
specified. 

Appendix F: Operand Notation for VSAM Macros F-3 



GENeB Macro Operands 

IndirectAbsolute Charac:ter S-Type A-Type
Keyword Code Register S-TypeNumeric String Address AddressAddress 


GENCB Keywords 


AM X 


BLK X 


COPIES X X X X 


LENGTH X X X X 


WAREA X X X X 


ACB Keywords (BLK-ACB) 


BUFND X X X X 


BUFNI X X X X 


BUFSP X X X X 


DDNAME X X 


EXLST X X X X 


MACRF X 


MAREA X X X X 


MLEN X X X X 


PARMS=CLOSDSP X 


PASSWD X X X X 


STRNO X X X X 


EXLST Keywords (BLK-EXLST) 


EODAD X X X X 


EXCPAD X X X X 


JRNAD X X X X 


LERAD X X X X 


SYNAD X X X X 


RPL Keywords (BLK-RPL) 


ACB X X X X 


AREA X X X X 


AREALEN X X X X 


ARG X X X X 


KEYLEN X X X X 


NXTRPL X X X X 


OPTCD X 


RECLEN X X X X 


TRANSlD X X X X 
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MODCD Macro Operands 


Absolute Character
Keyword 	 Code RegisterNumeric String 

MODCB Keyword 


(ACBIEXLSTIRPL) X 


AM X 


ACB Keywords 


BUFND X X 


BUFNI X X 


BUFSP X X 


DDNAME X 


EXLST X 


MACRF X 


MAREA X 


MLEN X X 


PARMS=CLOSDSP X 


PASSWD X 


STRNO X X 


EXLST Keywords 


EODAD X 


EXCPAD X 


JRNAD X 


LERAD X 


SYNAD X 


RPL Keywords 


ACB X 


AREA X 


AREALEN X X 


ARG X 


KEYLEN X X 


NXTRPL X 


OPTCD X 


RECLEN X X 


TRANSlD X X 


SHOWCD Macro Operands 

Absolute CharacterKeyword 	 Code RegisterNumeric String 

SHOWCB Keywords 


{ACBIEXLSTIRPL} X 


AM X 


AREA X 


FIELDS' X 


LENGTH X X 


OBJECT X 


1_ 	 For a list of the operands you can specify in the FIELDS parameter, 
see "The SHOWCB Parameter List" in Appendix G. 

S-Type 

Address 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


S-Type 
Address 

X 


X 


X 


Indirect A-TypeS-Type AddressAddress 

X X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X X 


X X 


X 


X X 


X 


X X 


X X 


X X 


X X 


X X 


X X 


X X 


X 


X X 


X 


X X 


X 


X 


Indirect A-TypeS-Type AddressAddress 

X X 


X X 


X 
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TESTeD Macro Operands 


Absolute CharacterKeyword Code RegisterNumeric String 


TESTCB Keywords 


{ACBIEXLSTIRPL} X 


AM X 


ERET X 


OBJECT X 


ACB Keywords 


ACBLEN X X 


ATRB X 


AVSPAC X X 


BUFND X X 


BUFNI X X 


BUFNO X X 


BUFSP X X 


CINV X X 


DDNAME X 


ERROR X X 


EXLST X 


FS X X 


KEYLEN X X 


LRECL X X 


MACRF X 


MAREA X 


MLEN X X 


NCIS X X 


NDELR X X 


NEXCP X X 


NEXT X X 


NINSR X X 


NIXL X X 


NLOGR X X 


NRETR X X 


NSSS X X 


NUPDR X X 


OFLAGS X 


OPENOBJ X 


PARMS-CLOSDSP X 


PASSWD X 


RKP X X 


STMST 


STRNO X X 


Indirect8-Type A-Type8-Type
Address AddressAddress 

X X X 


X X X 


X X 


X X 


X X 


X X 


X X 


X X 


X X 


X X 


X X X 


X X 


X X 


X X 


X X X 


X X 


X X 


X X 


X X 


X X 


X X 


X X 


X X 


X X 


X X 


X X 


X X X 


X X 


X 


X X 
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TESTeB Macro Operands (continued) 

Absolute CharacterKeyword Code Register
Numeric String 


EXLST Keywords 


EODAD X 


EXCPAD X 


EXLLEN X X 


JRNAD X 


LERAD X 


SYNAD X 


RPL Keywords 


ACB X 


AIXFLAG X 


AIXPC X X 


AREA X 


AREALEN X X 


ARG X 


FDBK X X 


FTNCD X X 


KEYLEN X X 


NXTRPL X 


OPTCD X 


RBA X X 


RECLEN X X 


RPLLEN X X 


TRANSlD X X 


S-Type 

Address 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


Indirect 
S-Type 
Address 

X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


A-Type 

Address 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 
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BLDVRP Macro Operands 


Keyword Absolute 
Numeric Code 

BUFFERS X 

STRNO X 

KEYLEN X 

SHOWCA T Macro Operands 

AbsoluteKeyword CodeNumeric 

DDN AMEINAMEICI 

AREA 

ACB 

CATDSN 

CATFIL 

WRTBFR Macro Operands 

Keyword Absolute 
Numeric Code 

RPL 

TYPE= 
DSITRNIALLILRU X 

I percent X 

Character 
String 

Character 

String 


Character 

String 


Register 

X 

X 

X 

Register 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Register 

X 

X 

S-Type 

Address 


S-Type 

Address 


S-Type 

Address 


Indirect 
S-Type 
Address 

Indirect 
S-Type 
Address 

Indirect 
S-Type 
Address 

A-Type 

Address 


A-Type 
Address 

X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


J 

A-Type 
Address 

X 
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Appendix G: Parameter Lists for VSAM Macros 

The VSAM control-block manipulation macros (GENCB, MODCB, 
SHOWCB, and TESTCB) use an internal parameter list to describe the 
actions that you specify when you code the macros. The BLDVRP macro 
(for building a VSAM resource pool) also uses an internal parameter list to 
indicate the addresses and values that you specify when you code the 
macros. The standard form of these macros builds a parameter list in-line 
and processes it; the list form builds a parameter list in an area specified by 
the user; the execute form processes a previously built parameter list; the 
generate form (not for BLDVRP) builds a parameter list in an area specified 
by the user and also processes it. 

For special purposes, such as developing high-level programming 
languages, you may want to build and process parameter lists without using 
the macros. This appendix describes the format of the parameter lists and 
gives the codes used for the operands of each of the macros. The formats 
and codes are fixed, so that you can build and alter them by your own 
methods. 

For the control-block manipulation macros, a parameter list contains a 
variable number of entries of three types: 

1. 	 At the beginning of the list, addresses of entries of the second and third 
types; the addresses are fullwords, and the high-order bit of the last 
fullword is 1. 

2. 	 Next, a header entry containing general information about the block or 
list that you want to generate, modify, display or test. 

3. 	 At the end of the list, keyword entries describing each field that you 
want to generate, modify, display, or test. 

Entries of the second and third types are described separately for GENCB, 
MODCB, SHOWCB, and TESTCB. 

When VSAM receives control, register 1 must point to your parameter list. 

The format of the BLDVRP macro is different from the above scheme; see 
its description at the end of this Appendix. 

The GENCB Parameter List 
Header Entry: 

Offset 
Dec (Hex) 

o (0) block or list l IX'01' Inumber of copies 

4 (4) address of the area you are providing, or zeros 

8 (8) length of the area, or zeros I(reserved) 

I. 	 X'AO' indicates ACB 
X'BO' indicates EXLST 
X'CO' indicates RPL 
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Keyword Entries: The parameter list for GENCB contains no keyword 

entries if you are generating a default ACB, EXLST, or RPL. 


Offset 

Dec (Hex) 


0 (0) keyword code l I(reserved) 

4 (4) {valueladdressloption1lname} of the keyword 

8 (8) (required for some keywords3) 

l. 	 Defined by AL2(value): 

Keyword Value Keyword Value 

For an ACB: 	 For an RPL: 

BUFND 4 ACB 43 

BUFNI 5 AREA 44 

BUFSP 7 AREALEN 45 

DDNAME 9 ARG 46 

EXLST 12 KEY LEN 48 

MAREA 14 NXTRPL 51 

MLEN 15 OPTCD 52 

MACRF 18 RECLEN 53 

PASSWD 30 TRANSID 95 

STRNO 32 

CLOSDSP 151 


For an EXLST: 

EODAD 37 

EXCPAD 38 

JRNAD 39 

LERAD 40 

SYNAD 41 


I 2. Indicate the options for MACRF, OPTCD, and CLOSDSP with a 

I in a bit of the full word: 


MACRF Option Bit OPTCD Option Bit 

KEY 0 KEY 0 

ADR 1 ADR I 

CNV 2 CNV 2 

SEQ 3 SEQ 3 

SKP 4 DIR 4 

DIR 5 SKP 5 

IN 6 NUP 8 

OUT 7 UPD 9 

NUB 8 NSP to 

UBF 9 KEQ II 

NRM 15 KGE 12 

AIX 16 FKS 13 

NSR 17 GEN 14 

LSR 18 MVE 15 

NDF 22 LOC 16 

DFR 23 FWD 17 

RST 28 BWD 18 

NRS 29 ARD 19 


LRD 20 


CLOSDSP Option Bit 

KEEP 0 

DELETE I 

DATE 2 


3. 	 The third fullword is required for the ACB operand DDNAME and 

for all of the EXLST operands, for which the third fullword 

indicates [, {AIN} ][,L]: 


Bit Meaning When Set to t 
o Address is active (A) 

I Address is not active (N) 

2 Address is of a field containing the name of an exit routine to be loaded (L) 

3 Address is specified in the preceding fullword of this entry 

4-31 Unused 
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The MODCB Parameter List 

Header Entry: 

Offset 
Dec (Hex).-________-.__________.-____________________~ 

o (0) block or list' X'02' (reserved) 

4 (4) address of the block or list to be modified 

l. 	 X'AO' indicates access-method control block (ACB) 
X'BO' indicates exit list (EXLST) 
X'CO' indicates request parameter list (RPL) 

Keyword Entries: 

Offset 
Dec (Hex),-____________________.-_____________________• 

o (0) keyword code' I(reserved) 

4 (4) {valueladdressloption2Iname} of the keyword 

8 (8) (required for some keywords3) 

1. 	 Defined by AL2(value): 

Keyword Value Keyword Value 

For an ACB: For an RPL: 
BUFND 4 ACB 43 
BUFNI 5 AREA 44 
BUFSP 7 AREALEN 45 
DDNAME 9 ARG 46 
EXLST 12 KEYLEN 48 
MAREA 14 NXTRPL 51 
MLEN 15 OPTCD 52 
MACRF 18 RECLEN 53 
PASSWD 30 TRANSID 95 
STRNO 32 
CLOSDSP 151 

For an EXLST: 
EODAD 37 
EXCPAD 38 
JRNAD 39 
LERAD 40 
SYNAD 41 
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I 2. Indicate the options for MACRF, OPTCD, and CLOSDSP with a I 

in a bit of the fullword: 


MACRF Option Bit OPTCD Option Bit 

KEY 0 KEY 0 

ADR I ADR I 


NUB 8 NSP to 


CNV 2 CNV 2 

SEQ 3 SEQ 3 

SKP 4 D1R 4 

D1R 5 SKP 5 

IN 6 NUP 8 

OUT 7 UPD 9 


UBF 9 KEQ II 

NRM 15 KGE 12 

AIX 16 FKS 13 

NSR 17 GEN 14 

LSR 18 MVE 15 

NDF 22 LOC 16 

DFR 23 FWD 17 

RST 28 BWD 18 

NRS 29 ARD 19 


LRD 20 


CLOSDSP Option Bit 

KEEP 0 

DELETE I 

DATE 2 


With the MODCB macro, there are no defaults for these options. When 
you code a bit for the OPTCD operand, the contrary bit that was 
previously set is turned off. For example, if KEY was previously set, and 
you set ADR, KEY is turned off, because a request parameter list can be 
set for only one type of access. 

3. 	 The third fullword is required for the ACB operand DDNAME and 
for all of the EXLST operands, for which the third fullword indicates 
[, {AIN} j[,LI: 

Bit Meaning When Set to 1 


o Address is active (A) 

I Address is not active (N) 

2 Address is of a field containing the name of an exit routine to be loaded (L) 

3 Address is specified in the preceeding fullword of this entry 

4-31 Unused 


The SHOWeB Parameter List 
Header Entry: 

Offset 
Dec (Hex) 

o 	 (0) block or listl IX'03' Itype of object to be 
displayed2 

4 (4) address of the block or list to be displayed 

8 (8) address of the display area you are providing 

12 (C) length of the display area 	 I(reserved) 

I. 	 X'OO' indicates that no block or list is specified to display the 
standard length of the block(s) or list(s) specified by the 
keywords ACBLEN, EXLLEN, or RPLLEN 
X'AO'indicates ACB 
X'BO' indicates EXLST 
X'CO' indicates RPL 

2. 	 AL2(0) indicates the data of a file 
AL2(l) indicates the index of a file 
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Keyword Entries: 

,.." 


Offset 
Dec (Hex) 

0 (0) IkeYWOrd code! I(reserved) 

1. 	 Defined by AL2(value): 

Keyword Value Keyword Value 

For an ACB: RKP 31 
AVSPAC 2 STRNO 32 
ACBLEN 3 STMST 35 
BUFND 4 STRMAX 128 
BUFNI 5 
BUFNO 6 For an EXLST: 
BUFSP 7 EODAD 37 
CINV 8 EXCPAD 38 
DDNAME 9 JRNAD 39 
ERROR II LERAD 40 
EXLST 12 SYNAD 41 
FS 13 EXLLEN 42 
MAREA 14 
MLEN 15 For an RPL: 
KEYLEN 16 ACB 43 
LRECL 17 AREA 44 
NCIS 19 AREALEN 45 
NDELR 20 ARG 46 
NEXCP 21 KEYLEN 48 
NEXT 22 NXTRPL 51 
NINSR 23 RECLEN 53 
NIXL 24 RPLLEN 55 
NLOGR 25 FDBK 56 
NRETR 26 RBA 57 
NSSS 27 AIXPC 58 
NUPDR 28 TRANSID 95 
PASSWD 30 FTNCD 99 

The TESTeD Parameter List 
Header Entry: 

Offset 
Dec (Hex) 

0 (0) 	 block or list! IX'04' Itype of object to be tested1 

4 (4) 	 address of the block or list to be tested 

8 (8) 	 address of the routine to return to from unequal 
comparisons, or zeros 

12 (C) (reserved) 

1. 	 X'OO' indicates that no block or list is specified to test the standard 
length of the block(s) or list(s) specified by the operands 
ACBLEN,EXLLEN,orRPLLEN 

X'AO'indicates ACB 
X'BO' indicates EXLST 
X'CO' indicates RPL 

2. 	 AL2(0) indicates the data of a file 
AL2( I) indicates the index of a file 
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Keyword Entries: 

Offset 
Dec (Hex) J 

0 (0) keyword code l I(reserved) 

4 (4) {valueladdressloption1Inamelcode3} of the keyword 

8 (8) (required for some keywords4) 

1. Defined by AL2(value): 

Keyword Value Keyword Value 

For an ACB: RKP 31 

ACBLEN 3 STRNO 32 

ATRB I OPENOBJ 33 

AVSPAC 2 STMST 35 

BUFND 4 CLOSDSP 151 

BUFNI 5 

BUFNO 6 For an EXLST: 

BUFSP 7 EODAD 37 

ClNV 8 EXCPAD 38 

DDNAME 9 JRNAD 39 

ERROR II LERAD 40 

EXLST 12 SYNAD 41 

FS 13 EXLLEN 42 

MAREA 14 

MLEN 15 For an RPL: 

KEYLEN 16 ACB 43 

LRECL 17 AREA 44 

MACRF 18 AREALEN 45 

NClS 19 ARG 46 

NDELR 20 KEYLEN 48 

NEXCP 21 NXTRPL 51 

NEXT 22 OPTCD 52 

NlNSR 23 RECLEN 53 

NlXL 24 RPLLEN 55 

NLOGR 25 FDBK 56 

NRETR 26 RBA 57 
 J 
NSSS 27 AlXPC 58 

NUPDR 28 AlXFLAG 59 

OFLAGS 29 TRANSID 95 

PASSWD 30 FTNCD 99 
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2. Indicate the options for ATRB, MACRF, OFLAGS, OPTCD, 
AIXFLAG, OPENOBJ, and CLOSDSP by a 1 in a bit of the fullword: 

ATRB Option Bit OPTCD Option Bit 

KSDS 0 KEY 0 

ESDS 1 ADR 1 

WCK 2 CNV 2 

SSWD 3 SEQ 3 

REPL 4 D1R 4 

RRDS 5 SKP 5 

SPAN 6 NUP 8 

UNQ 7 UPD 9 


NSP to 
MACRF Option Bit KEQ II 


NRM 15 AIXFLAG Option Bit 

AIX 16 AIXPKP 0 


LSR 18 OPENOBJ Option Bit 

NDF 22 AIX 0 


KEY 0 KGE 12 

ADR 1 FKS 13 

CNV 2 GEN 14 

SEQ 3 MVE 15 

SKP 4 LOC 16 

DIR 5 FWD 17 

IN 6 BWD 18 

OUT 7 ARD 19 

NUB 8 LRD 20 

UBF 9 


NSR 17 


DFR 23 PATH I 

RST 28 BASE 2 

NRS 29 


CLOSDSP Option Bit 

OFLAGS Option Bit KEEP 0 


OPEN 0 DELETE I 

DATE 2 


3. 	 The codes for ERROR and for FDBK are documented with 

the appropriate macro instructions. 


4. 	 The third fullword is required for the ACB operands DDNAME and 

STMST and for all of the EXLST operands, for which the third 

fullword indicates [, {AIN} ][,L): 


Bit Meaning When Set to I 


0 Address is active (A) 

I Address is not active (N) 

2 Address is of a field containing the name of an exit routine to be loaded (L) 

3 Address is specified in the preceding fullword of this entry 

4-31 Unused 
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The BLDVRP Parameter List 


o 

4 

8 

12 

16 

20 

24 

281 
I 
I 
I 
1 

2 3 

pointer to beginning of buffer pool list (*+12) 

KEY LEN 
value 

STRNO 
value 

X'DO' X'OO' 

(reserved) 

buffersize 1 (beginning of buffer pool list) 

X'OOOO' buffercount 1 

} 
buffer 
pool 1 

buffersize 2 

X'OOOO' buffercou nt 2 

} 
buffer 
pool 2 

••• 
buffersize n 

X '8000' 
(indicates last buffer pool) buffercount n 

} 
last 
buffer 
pool (n) 
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Appendix H: Making the VSAM Master Catalog Recoverable 

You may want to convert the VSAM master catalog of an existing DOS/VSE 
system from a nonrecoverable catalog to a recoverable catalog. This is a 
summary of the steps you should follow to accomplish the conversion: 

1. 	 Install the latest release of VSAM on your system. 

2. 	 Using Access Method Services, EXPORT all those VSAM files which are 
to be carried over to the new catalog. Use the EXPORT PERMANENT 
option to automatically delete the files from the catalog. 

3. 	 Delete any other VSAM files and all non-VSAM catalog entries using the 
Access Method Services DELETE command. 

4. 	Delete all VSAM data space owned by the master catalog by issuing the 
Access Method Services DELETE SPACE command against the master 
catalog's volume and all volumes owned by the master catalog. Clean up 
the master catalog volume by issuing DELETE MASTERCATALOG. 

5. 	 Redefine the master catalog using Access Method Services DEFINE 
MASTERCA T ALOG specifying the RECOVERABLE attribute. 

6. 	Redefine all necessary VSAM data space with DEFINE SPACE for all 
applicable volumes. For each volume, the Catalog Recovery Area (CRA) 
is suballocated from the defined VSAM data space (the initial allocation is 
one cylinder/max-CA); therefore, you may want to define a larger space 
than existed under the nonrecoverable catalog. 

7. 	 Using Access Method Services, IMPORT the VSAM files that were 
exported in Step 2. 

8. 	 Define any desired non-VSAM files in a nonrecoverable VSAM user 
catalog using Access Method Services DEFINE NONVSAM. 
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Appendix I: Password Requirements for Access Method Services Com­
mands 

CATALOG CLUSTER/AIX 

MASTER UPDATE READ6 MASTER UPDATE READ6
CTLPW CTLPWPW PW PW PW PW PW 


ALTER1 X X 


BLDINDEX 


Input File X X X X 


Output File X X X 


Sort Work Files X X X 


DEFINE 


AIX2 or PATH2 X X X X 


Cluster X X X 


Non VSAM X X X 


Space X X X 


User Catalog X X X 


DELETE 


Catalog or Path X 


Space (empty) X X X 


(non-empty) X 


Cluster 1 or AIX1 X X 


EXPORT 


User Catalog X X X 


Cluster or AIX4 X X 


IMPORTS X X X X X X 


LlSTCAT 

With Passwords X 


Without p/w X X X 


Entries 

With p/w1 X X 


Without p/w 1 X X X X X X 


PRINT 


REPRO 


Catalog 3 X 


Cluster X X X X 


Component X X X X 


Input File X X X X 


Output File X X X 


Catalog X 


VERIFY 

File (Cluster, AIX, Component) X X 


Catalog X 
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CATALOG CLUSTER/AIX 

MASTER 
PW CTLPW 

UPDATE 
PW 

READ6 
PW 

MASTER 
PW CTLPW 

UPDATE 
PW 

READ6 
PW 

EXPORTRA X 
-

IMPORTRA X 

LlSTCRA X 

RESETCAT X 

This table summarizes which passwords may be supplied when using the Access Method Services commands. Where more than one 
password is indicated, any of the indicated passwords may be used. For example; to alter an entry in a password-protected catalog, 
you must supply the master password of either the catalog or cluster/AIX. 

1 Either catalog or cluster password may be specified. 

2 Both catalog and cluster passwords are checked if both are password-protected. 

3 The master password is required only if passwords are to be printed; otherwise the read password may be used. 

4 	If any password -protected paths are defined over the cluster or alternate index being exported, you must supply the master password 
of the catalog in order to export the protection attribute of all the paths. 

5 	Either the catalog or cluster password can be specified. If you are importing into a predefined empty file with passwords that are 
different from the old passwords of the file being imported, you must specify the file's update or higher-level password. 

6 The READPW is inadequate if the DLBL statement describing the file specifies one of the following: 

DISP=NEW 
DISP= (,DELETE) 
DISP=(,DATE) 

You must provide the UPDATEPW (or higher-level password) in these cases. 

Passwords Specified by the User Passwords Assigned by VSAM 

READPW UPDATEPW CONTROLPW MASTERPW READPW UPDATEPW CONTROLPW MASTERPW 

R R R R R 

R C R C C 

R U R U U U 

R M R M 

U M U M 
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I ALTER Parameters 

I BLDINDEX Parameters 

Appendix J: Release 1 Command Parameters 


CATALOG ( catname [I password] [f'> dname ] ) 
specifies the name of the catalog that contains the entry to be altered. 

catname - specifies the name of the catalog. 

password - specifies the master password of the catalog. If the entry to be 
altered is password-protected and the catalog is also password-protected, 
you can supply the proper password, either through this parameter or 
through the entryname parameter. Ifboth passwords are specified, the 
catalog password is used. 

dname - specifies the DLBL statement that identifies the catalog, when 
that catalog is not the catalog obtained by default. VSAM defaults to the 
job catalog (IJSYSUC) ifajob catalog is being used; otherwise it defaults 
to the master catalog. See "VSAM's Use of Catalogs" in VSEj VSAM 
Programmer's Reference for information about the order in which catalogs 
are searched. 

Abbreviation: CAT 

FILE ( dname) 
specifies the filename of the DLBL job control statement that, together 
with an EXTENT statement, identifies volume(s) that must be mounted. 

FILE is required when anonVSAM or unique file is to be renamed (by 
means of the NEWNAME parameter) or if the entry being altered is in a 
recoverable catalog. IfanonVSAM or unique file is being renamed, the 
logical unit number and the volume serial number ofthe volume that 
contains the file must be specified in the EXTENT job control statement. 

If the entry being altered is in a recoverable catalog, the volume serial 
number of the recovery volume on which space was allocated for the 
object defined by the entry must be specified in the EXTENT job control 
statement. For a definition of recovery volume, see "Recovering Catalog 
Entries and Data" in VSEj VSAM Programmer's Reference. The DEFINE 
command prints the volume serial number of the recovery volume for the 
respective object. 

INFILE ( dname [I password] ) 
specifies the filename of the DLBL job control statement that identifies a 
path that points to the base cluster or the base cluster itself. If the base 
cluster is password protected, you may give anyone of its passwords. If a 
path over the base cluster is specified, the password must be that of the 
path. This parameter is required. 

Abbreviation: IFILE 
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OUTF I LE ( dname [/ password] •••• ) 
specifies the filename of the DLBL job control statement that identifies a 
path that points to the alternate index or the alternate index itself. If the 
alternate index is password protected, you must give its update or higher­
level password. If a path over the alternate index is specified, the password 
must be that of the path. More than one alternate index may be built 
simultaneously by specifying multiple dname subparameters. This param­
eter is required. 

Abbreviation: OFILE 

WORKF I LES ( dname 11) dname2 ) 
identifies the job control statements identifying work files that will be used 
if an external sort is performed. Specify this parameter only if work file 
dnames other than IDCUTl and IDCUT2 are to be used in the case of an 
external sort. Two sort work files will be dynamically defined by BLDIN­
DEX and opened to perform an external sort. Sort work files will be 
suballocated from a VSAM data space on the identified volume(s); there­
fore, sufficient space must already have been defined. See the section 
"Building an Alternate Index" for a description of how to calculate the 
amount of space to be suballocated for each sort work file. The sort work 
files may be multivolume files with up to five volumes each. The files are 
deleted by BLDINDEX prior to the end of processing the command. 

Abbreviations: WORKFILE, WFILE, WFILES 

Default: IDCUTl and IDCUT2 

DEFINE ALTERNATEINDEX Parameters 

CATALOG ( catname [ / password] [1) dname] ) 
identifies the catalog that contains the entry of the base cluster named in 
the RELATE parameter. The alternate index is always cataloged in the 
same catalog as its base cluster. 

catname - specifies the name of the catalog. 

password - specifies the update or higher-level password if the catalog is 
password protected. If no password is specified and the catalog is pass­
word protected, VSAM asks the operator for the correct password. If the 
base cluster's master password is not specified with the RELATE parame­
ter, then the catalog'S master password must be specified. 

dname - specifies the filename of the DLBL job control statement that 
identifies the catalog. This sub parameter must be specified unless the 
catalog is the job catalog (IJSYSUC), if this is used, or the master catalog 
(IJSYSCT), if no job catalog is used. 

Abbreviation: CAT 

FILE ( dname) 
specifies the filename of the DLBLjob control statement that, together 
with an EXTENT statement, identifies the logical units and volumes to be 
used for space allocation. The pertinent volumes must be mounted during 
the define operation. 

You must specify the FILE parameter if you specify UNIQUE or if the 
alternate index is cataloged in a recoverable catalog. All devices for a 
unique component of an alternate index must be of the same device type. 
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A FILE parameter must be specified for each unique component, individ­
ually or on the alternate index level. Ifboth components of an alternate 
index are unique and reside on separate volumes, a single FILE parameter 
may be specified at the alternate index level. This case requires one DLBL 
statement with EXTENT statements for each of the two components. You 
must specify allocation information in the EXTENT statement(s) that 
corresponds to a unique component. Ifboth components are unique and 
reside on the same volume, FILE must be specified for both DATA and 
INDEX. In this case the components cannot share the same 
DLBL/EXTENT statements. 

If the alternate index is being defined in a recoverable catalog, DLBL and 
EXTENT statements describing the first volume containing the base 
cluster's index component (if the base cluster is a key-sequenced file) or 
data component (ifthe base cluster is an entry-sequenced file) must be 
provided. 

MODEL ( entryname [ I password] 
[ f> catname [ I password] [f> dname ] ] ) 

specifies that the entry of an already-defined alternate index is to be used 
as a model for the entry being built. See "How to Use One Object as a 
Model for Another Object" in VSE/VSAM Programmer's Reference for 
more information about MODEL. 

entryname - specifies the name of the entry to be used as a model. The 
entry to be used as a model must be of the same entry type as the entry 
being built. For example, if you are using this parameter at the data level, 
the object used as a model must be a data component. 

password - specifies a password. If the alternate index or component 
whose entry is to be used as a model is password protected and is cataloged 
in a password protected catalog, either the alternate index or component's 
password or its catalog's password is required. If both the entry password 
and the catalog password are specified, the catalog password will be used. 
Ifthe protection attributes are to be copied, give the master password of 
either the model (following entryname) or the catalog (following 
catname). If the model's passwords are not to be copied, any password of 
either the model or its catalog can be used. 

catname - specifies the name ofthe catalog that contains the entry to be 
used as a model. This parameter is required if (I) you are going to specify 
the password of the catalog that defines the alternate index or component 
instead of specifying the password of the alternate index or component 
itself, or (2) the catalog is not the master catalog or a job catalog identified 
by a job control statement. 

dname - specifies the filename of the DLBLjob control statement that 
identifies the catalog that contains the entry to be used as a model. This 
parameter is required if the catalog is neither the master catalog nor a job 
catalog identified by a job control statement. 

Restrictions: Your job may be terminated because of allocation problems 
if you use the MODEL parameter and (1) specify a device type different 
from that specified for the model through the VOLUMES parameter, (2) 
change the length of keys through the KEYS parameter, (3) change the 
size of records, buffer space, or control intervals through the 
RECORD SIZE, BUFFERSPACE, or CONTROLINTERVALSIZE 
parameter, (4) change from UNIQUE to SUBALLOCATION, or vice 
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versa, or (5) change the unit of allocation through the TRACKS, 
BLOCKS, CYLINDERS, or RECORDS parameter. 

Ifmodeling causes the alternate index or component to be defined as 
unique, FILE must also be specified. 

DEFINE CLUSTER Parameters 

CATALOG ( catname [/ password] (1) dname ] ) 
identifies the catalog in which the cluster is to be defined. 

catname - specifies the name of the catalog. 

password - specifies the update or higher-level password if the catalog is 
password protected. If no password is specified and the catalog is pass­
word protected, VSAM asks the operator for the correct password. 

dname - specifies the filename of the DLBLjob control statement that 
identifies the catalog. See "Appendix I: Using Job Control to Indicate a 
Catalog." You must specify dname unless the catalog is the job catalog 
(IJSYSUC), if this is used, or the master catalog (IJSYSCT) if no job 
catalog is used. 

Abbreviation: CAT 

FILE ( dname) 
specifies the filename of the DLBL job control statement that, together 
with an EXTENT statement, identifies the logical units and volumes to be 
used for space allocation. You must specify the FILE parameter if you 
specify UNIQUE or if the cluster is cataloged in a recoverable catalog. J 
All devices for a component of a cluster must be of the same device type. 

A FILE parameter must be specified for each unique component individu­
ally or on the cluster level. If both components of a key-sequenced file are 
unique and reside on separate volumes, a single FILE parameter may be 
specified at the cluster level. This case requires one DLBL statement with 
EXTENT statements for each of the two components. You must specify 
allocation information in the EXTENT statement(s) that corresponds to a 
unique component. 

If both components are unique and reside on the same volume, FILE must 
be specified for both DATA and INDEX. In this case the components 
cannot share the same DLBLjEXTENT statements. 

If the cluster is being defined in a recoverable catalog, DLBL and 
EXTENT statements describing the first volume containing the base 
cluster's index component (if the base cluster is a key-sequenced file) or 
data component (if the base cluster is an entry-sequenced file) must be 
provided. The pertinent volumes must be mounted during the define 
operation. 

MODEL ( entryname [ / password] [1) catname [/ password] 
[ 1) dname ] ] ) 

specifies that the entry of an already-defined cluster is to be used as a 
model for the entry being built. See "How to Use One Object as a Model 
For Another Object" in VSEjVSAM Programmer's Reference for more 
information about MODEL. 
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entryname - specifies the name of the entry to be used as a model. The 
entry to be used as a model must be of the same entry type as the entry 
being built. For example, if you are using this parameter at the data level, 
the object used as a model must be a data component. 

password - specifies a password. If the cluster or component whose entry 
is to be used as a model is password protected and is cataloged in a pass­
word protected catalog, either the cluster or component's password or its 
catalog's password is required. Ifboth the entry password and the catalog 
password are specified, the catalog password will be used. If the protection 
attributes are to be copied, give the master password of either the model 
(following entryname ) or the catalog (following catname ). If the 
model's passwords are not to be copied, any password of either the model 
or its catalog can be used. 

catname - specifies the name of the catalog that contains the entry to be 
used as a model. This parameter is required if (I) you are going to specify 
the password of the catalog that defines the cluster or component instead 
of specifying the password ofthe cluster or component itself, or (2) the 
catalog is not the master catalog or a job catalog identified by a job control 
statement. 

dname - specifies the filename of the DLBL job control statement that 
identifies the catalog that contains the entry to be used as a model. This 
parameter is required if the catalog is neither the master catalog nor a job 
catalog identified by a job control statement. 

Restrictions: Your job may be terminated because of allocation problems 
if you use the MODEL parameter and (1) specify a device type different 
from that specified for the model through the VOLUMES parameter, (2) 
change the length ofkeys through the KEYS parameter, (3) change the 
size of records, buffer space, or control intervals through the 
RECORDSIZE, BUFFERSPACE, or CONTROLINTERVALSIZE 
parameter, (4) change from UNIQUE to SUBALLOCATION, or vice 
versa, or (5) change the unit of allocation through the TRACKS, 
BLOCKS, CYLINDERS, or RECORDS parameter. 

If modeling causes the cluster or component to be defined as UNIQUE, 
FILE must also be specified. 

DEFINE MASTERCAT ALOG Parameter 

FILE ( dname) 
specifies the filename of the D LBL job control statement that, together 
with an EXTENT statement, identifies the logical unit, volume to be used 
for the master catalog (always IJSYSCT), and allocation information. 
This parameter is required. 

DEFINE NONVSAM Parameter 

CATALOG ( catname [/ password] [f) dname ] ) 
identifies the catalog in which the non VSAM file is to be defined. The 
catalog must not be recoverable. 

catname - specifies the name of the catalog. 

password - specifies the update or higher-level password of the catalog if 
it is password protected. 
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I DEFINE PATH Parameters 

dname - specifies the filename of the DLBLjob control statement that 
identifies the catalog. This subparameter must be specified unless the 
catalog is either the master catalog (IJSYSCT) or the job catalog J(IJSYSUC). 

Abbreviation: CAT 

CATALOG ( catname [/ password] [l) dname ] ) 
identifies the catalog that defines the alternate index or the base cluster 
named in the PATHENTRY parameter. 

catname - specifies the name of the catalog. 

password - specifies the update or higher-level password if the catalog is 
password protected. Ifno password is specified and the catalog is pass­
word protected, VSAM asks the operator for the correct password. 

dname - specifies the filename of the DLBL job control statement that 
identifies the catalog. This subparameter must be specified unless the 
catalog is the job catalog (IJSYSUC), if this is used, or the master catalog 
(IJSYSCT), if no job catalog is used. 

Abbreviation: CAT 

FILE ( dname) 
specifies the filename of the DLBL statement that, together with an 
EXTENT statement, identifies the recovery volume of the alternate index 
or base cluster named in the P A THENTRY parameter, if the path is being 
defined in a recoverable catalog. The recovery volume is the first volume 
of the index component for the base cluster (if the cluster is a key­
sequenced file), or the first volume of the data component for the base 
cluster (if the cluster is an entry-sequenced file). 

MODEL ( entryname [/ password] 
[ l) catname [ / password] [l) dname ] ] ) 

specifies that the entry of an already-defined path is to be used as a model 
for the entry being built. See "How to Use One Object as a Model for 
Another Object"in VSEj VSAM Programmer's Reference for more inform­
ation about MODEL. 

entryname - specifies the name of the path entry to be used as a model. 

password - specifies a password. If the path whose entry is to be used as a 
model is password protected and is cataloged in a password protected 
catalog, either the path's password or its catalog's password is required. If 
both the entry password and the catalog password are specified, the cata­
log password is used. If the protection attributes are to be copied, substi­
tute the master password of either the path (following entryname) or its 
catalog (following catname). If the model's passwords are not to be 
copied, any password of either the path or its catalog can be used. 

catname - specifies the name of the catalog in which the path whose entry 
is to be used as a model is defined. This parameter is required if (I) you 
are going to specify the password of the catalog that defines the path 
instead of specifying the password of the path itself, or (2) the catalog is 
not the master catalog or a job catalog identified by a job control state­
ment. 
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I DEFINE SPACE Parameters 

dname - specifies the filename ofthe DLBL statement that identifies 
the catalog that contains the entry to be used as a model. This parameter is 
required if the catalog is neither the master catalog nor a job catalog 
identified by a job control statement. 

CATALOG ( catname [ / password] [f) dname ] ) 
identifies the catalog in which the data space(s) are to be defined or in 
which candidate volume(s) are to be indicated. 

catname - specifies the name ofthe catalog. 

password - specifies the update or higher-level password if the catalog is 
password protected. 

dname - specifies the filename ofthe DLBL statement that identifies the 
catalog. You must specify dname unless the catalog is the job catalog 
(IJSYSuq, if this is used, or the master catalog (IJSYSCT), if no job 
catalog is used. 

Abbreviation: CAT 

FILE ( dname) 
specifies the filename of the DLBL job control statement that, together 
with an EXTENT statement(s), identifies the logical unit(s) and 
volumes(s) to be used for space allocation. The corresponding EXTENT 
statement(s) must contain allocation information unless CANDIDATE is 
specified. 

DEFINE USERCAT ALOG Parameters 

FILE ( dname) 
specifies the filename of the DLBL job control statement that, together 
with the EXTENT statement, identifies the logical unit, volume to be used 
for the user catalog, and allocation information. 

MODEL ( entryname [ / password] 
[f) catname [ / password] [f) dname ] ] ) 

specifies that an existing user or master catalog is to be used as a model for 
the user catalog being defined. When one entry is used as a model for 
another, its attributes are copied as the new entry is defined. You may use 
some attributes of the model and override others by explicitly specifying 
them in the definition of the user catalog. 

Ifyou specify the MODEL parameter you must specify the following four 
parameters in the DEFINE command even ifno attributes of the model 
are to be changed or added: 

• 	 Space allocation parameter (BLOCKS, CYLINDERS, RECORDS, or 
TRACKS) at the user catalog level. 

• 	 FILE(dname) 

• 	 N AME( entryname) 

• 	 VOLUME(volser) 

In regards to the space allocation parameter at the user catalog level, the 
recommended approach is to specify the same value as you specified in the 
job control EXTENT statement. This avoids the possibility of an improp­
er specification because the total allocated data space is controlled by the 
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I DELETE Parameters 

EXTENT statement, and the area suballocated to the catalog itself is 
controlled by: 

• 	 The space allocation attributes previously established by the model 
catalog, or, by 

• 	 The explicit specification of space parameters (in the current DEFINE 
USERCAT ALOG command) at the data or index component level (an 
explicit specification overrides the model attributes). 

For more information about MODEL, see "How to Use One Object as a 
Model For Another Object" in VSEjVSAM Programmer's Reference. 

entryname - specifies the name of the master or user catalog to be used as 
a model. 

password - specifies a password of the catalog to be used as a model if it 
is password protected. Ifboth the entry password and the catalog pass­
word are specified, the catalog password is used. If the protection attri­
butes are to be copied, you must specify the master password. If the 
protection attributes are not to be copied, you may specify any password. 

catname - specifies the name of the catalog to be used as a model. This 
parameter is required if (I) you are going to specify the password of the 
catalog that contains the entry instead of specifying the password of the 
entry itself, or (2) the catalog is not the master catalog or a job catalog. 

dname - specifies the filename of the DLBL statement that identifies the 
catalog that contains the entry to be used as a model. This parameter is 
required if the catalog is neither the master catalog nor ajob catalog. 

The VOLUME parameter cannot be modeled and must be specified to 
uniquely identify the volume. 

Your job may be terminated because of allocation problems if you use the 
MODEL parameter and (1) specify a device type different from that 
specified for the model through the VOLUME parameter, or (2) change 
the buffer space through the BUFFERSPACE parameter. 

CATALOG ( catname [ / password] [l5 dname ] ) 
specifies the name of the catalog that contains the entries to be deleted. 
CATALOG cannot be specified when a user or master catalog that is 
password-protected is to be deleted; instead, specify the name of the user 
or master catalog in the entryname parameter, together with its master 
password. Catalog must be specified when the FORCE parameter is used 
to scratch nonempty data spaces from the VTOC if the catalog owning the 
volume to be scratched is password-protected. 

catname - identifies the catalog that contains the entry to be deleted. 

password - specifies the master password of the catalog. If objects to be 
deleted are password-protected and the catalog is also password-protected, 
a password must be supplied either through CATALOG or with the name 
of each entry to be deleted. 

dname - specifies the filename of the DLBL job control statement that 
identifies the catalog that defines the objects to be deleted. The dname is 
required if the desired catalog is neither the master nor job catalog. 

Abbreviation: CAT 

FILE ( dname) 
specifies the filename of the DLBL job control statement that identifies 
the object to be deleted. This parameter is required when: 
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I EXPORT Parameter 

I EXPORTRA Parameters 

• 	 The object to be deleted is also to be erased. (If the file was previously 
defined in a user catalog, you must explicitly name the user catalog by 
specifying the CAT parameter in the file's DLBL job control statement. 
See "DELETE ERASE With Explicit User Catalog" in Appendix I.) 

• 	 The object to be deleted is a data space or a unique file. (EXTENT 
statements must identify all volumes associated with the data space or 
unique file.) 

• 	 The object to be deleted is anonVSAM file and the file is to be 

scratched, that is, removed from the VTOC. 


• 	 The object to be deleted is in a recoverable catalog. 

If the object being deleted is defined in a recoverable catalog, an EXTENT 
statement associated with the DLBL job control statement must also 
specify the recovery volume (that is, the volume whose CRA contains a 
copy of the object being deleted.) FILE cannot be specified when MAS­
TERCAT ALOG or USERCAT ALOG is specified. 

INFILE ( dname) 
specifies the name of the DLBL statement for the file (cluster or alternate 
index) to be exported. The DLBLs associated EXTENT statement(s) must 
identify all volumes on which the file resides. This is a required parameter 
for exporting files. 

The file that is to be exported must have been defined in the job catalog 
(IJSYSUC), or, if no job catalog is being used, in the master catalog 
(IJSYSCT). 

Abbreviation: IFILE 

eRA ( ( dname1 {nALL [nINFILE ( dname2) ] InNONE 
InENTRI ES ( ( entryname [n dname3 ] ) ••• ) } ) ••• ) 

specifies the job control statements that identify the CRA and the files to 
be recovered, and the statements that identify the volumes that contain 
multivolume VSAM files. The CRA parameter sublist is specified for each 
CRA to be accessed, whether or not any files are to be recovered from it. 

The maximum repetition for CRA subparameters is 20. 

dname 1 - specifies the filename of the D LBL'/EXTENT statement that 
identifies the volume that contains the CRA from which files are to be 
recovered. (The DLBL statement must only specify filename and the 
'VSAM' code. Do not specify the file-ID.) 

All volumes identified by the dname 1 parameter must be mounted before 
the command is executed. 

ALL 
indicates that all of the catalog entries recorded in the CRA on the 
volume indicted by dname 1 are to be recovered. This is the default. 

INFILE ( dname2) 
identifies multiple volumes (including any candidate volumes) needed 
to recover the files recorded in the CRA identified via dname 1. The 
CRA on each of these volumes must also be identified as dname 1 in 
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another eRA parameter sublist. Omit INFILE if the eRA identified by 
dname1 contains no files on any other volumes. 

See "Using EXPORTRA for Entries on Multiple Volumes" for further 
information and an example of the INFILE parameter. 

dname2 - specifies the filename of the DLBL/EXTENT statement(s) 
that identify all the volumes (including the eRA volume) needed to 
recover the files from the eRA. (The DLBL statement must only 
specify filename and the 'VSAM' code. Do not specify the file-ID.) 

Abbreviation: IFILE 

NONE 
indicates that none of the files recorded in this volume's eRA are to be 
recovered. The eRAs for all volumes in all multivolume files that are to 
be recovered must be specified as a dname1 parameter. See "Using 
EXPORTRA For Entries on Multiple Volumes" for further informa­
tion and an example of the NONE parameter. 

Be aware that the eRA for an alternate index is always on the same 
volume as its base cluster even though the alternate index can be on a 
different volume. 

Restriction: dname1 NONE must be specified for each volume identi­
fied via a dname2 or dname3 DLBL/EXTENT statement if you do 
not wish the entries in its eRA to be recovered. 

ENTRI ES ( ( entryname [f) dname3 1 ) ••• ) 
specifies which entries are to be recovered from this eRA. The maximum 
repetition for ENTRIES subparameters is 100. 

entryname - specifies the name of the alternate index or cluster for which 
catalog records and data are to be recovered, or the name of the user 
catalog whose catalog records are to be recovered. See "Using EXPOR­
TRA For Selected Entries" for further information and an example of the 
ENTRIES subparameter. 

dname3 - specifies the filename in the DLBL/EXTENT statement that 
identifies the volumes (including any candidate volumes) containing this 
file. The eRA on each of these volumes must also be identified as 
dname1 in another eRA parameter sublist. The DLBL and the corre­
sponding EXTENT statements must specify the volume serial number, the 
'V SAM' code, and logical unit number (since the catalog containing the 
file is presumably not available). File-ID should not be specified. This 
subparameter is not required for a user catalog or for a file that resides 
entirely on one volume. 

Abbreviation: ENT 

FILE ( dname) 
specifies the filename of the DLBL statement that, together with associat­
ed EXTENT statement(s), identifies the volume(s) and extents allocated to 
the data and index components of an alternate index or key-sequenced 
cluster that is to be imported. 

This parameter is required only when the data and index components (of 
an alternate index or key-sequenced file) reside on the same volume and 
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I IMPORTRA Parameters 

one or both components are defined with the UNIQUE attribute. (If only 
one component is unique you code one FILE parameter; if both compo­
nents are unique you code two FILE parameters) 

The dname (and DLBL/EXTENT statements) must be different from the 
dname specified in the OUTFILE parameter (the data and index compo­
nent dnames must also be different from each other). 

Do not specify the FILE parameter when importing into a predefined 
empty file. 

Ifyou rename the data or index component with the NEWNAME param­
eter, the file-ID in the DLBL statement must be the same as the new name. 
Otherwise file-ID must be the existing component name. 

OUTFILE ( dname [/ password] ) 
dname - specifies the filename of the DLBL statement that, together with 
associated EXTENT statement(s), identifies the volumes and extents 
allocated to the alternate index or cluster to be imported. 

password - is required only if importing into a predefined empty file with 
passwords which are different from the old passwords of the file being 
imported. The password must be the file's update or higher level pass­
word. 

Ifyoq rename the cluster or alternate index with the NEWNAME parame­
ter, the fi/e-ID in the DLBL statement must be the same as the new name. 
Otherwise, fi/e-ID must be the existing cluster or alternate index name. 

All devices for a component of a cluster or alternate index must be of the 
same device type. 

The EXTENT statement(s) must include the extent allocation information 
for the file when importing an entry-sequenced or relative record file that 
is defined as unique (unless importing into a predefined empty file). 

The EXTENT statement(s) must include the extent allocation information 
for the unique component(s) (unless importing into a predefined empty 
file) when importing a key-sequenced file or alternate index with one or 
more components defined unique and the components do not have any 
volumes in common (for unique components with common volumes, see 
the FILE parameter). 

Note: If you are importing onto new volume(s) in a recoverable catalog that contains a copy 
of the cluster or alternate index (from EXPORT TEMPORARY), you must supply an 
EXTENT statement identifying the CRA volume containing the old entry so that it can be 
deleted. 

Abbreviation: OFILE 

FILE ( dname) 
specifies the filename of the DLBL statement that, together with associat­
ed EXTENT statement(s), identifies the volume(s) and extents allocated to 
the data and index components of an alternate index or key-sequenced 
cluster that is to be imported. 

This parameter is required only when the data and index components (of 
an alternate index or key-sequenced file) reside on the same volume and 
one or both components are defined with the UNIQUE attribute. (If only 
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LISTCRA Parameters 

one component is unique you code one FILE parameter; if both compo­
nents are unique you code two FILE parameters.) 

Do not specify the FILE parameter for the importation of suballocated 
(non-unique) components. 

The entryname parameter preceding the FILE parameter cannot be a 

cluster or alternate index name; it must be a data or index component 

name. 


The file-fO in the DLBL statement pointed to by dname must be the same 

as the component name (that is, the entryname parameter preceding the 

FILE parameter). 


OUTFILE ( dname ) 
specifies the fifename in the DLBL statement used to identify the volumes 
onto which IMPORTRA will import VSAM files. The file-fO on the 
DLBL statement must not appear in the catalog or among any of the files 
on the portable volume. (The files on the portable volume are those which 
were exported by EXPORTRA.) The fife-fO specified is used by 
IMPORTRA during its processing only and will not exist after the job 
terminates. The DLBL statement must have associated EXTENT state­
ments for all of the volumes to be used by IMPORTRA. 

Note: lfyou are importing onto a new volume(s) via the VOLUMES parameter, you must 
supply EXTENT statements for the eRA volume(s) containing the old entries of the files so 
that VSAM can delete them. 

Abbreviation: OFILE 

CATALOG ( catname [/ password] [t) dname 1 ) 
specifies the catalog that contains the entries that are to be listed. If CAT ALOG 
is not specified, the job catalog specified by a job control statement or the master 
catalog itself is listed. 

catname - is the name of the catalog. 

password - specifies the read or higher-level password of the catalog if it 

is password protected. If the entries to be listed contain password protec­

tion information and this information is to be listed, then the master 

password must be supplied either through this parameter or through the 

ENTRIES parameter. 


dname - specifies the name of the DLBL statement that identifies the 
catalog if the desired catalog is not the master or job catalog. 

Abbreviation: CAT 

CATALOG ( catname [/ password 1t) dname ) 
specifies the name of the catalog that owns the volume containing the 
CRA. If COMPARE is specified, entries in this catalog will be compared 
with entries in the CRA. 

catname - is the name of the catalog. 

password - specifies the master password of the catalog identified by 

catname (must be specified if COMPARE is specified and the catalog is 

password protected.) 
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I REPRO Parameters 

dname - specifies the filename of the DLBLjob control statement that 
identifies the catalog as a standard VSAM file to enable LlSTCRA to read 
records from it. 

Abbreviation: CAT 

Restriction: IfCOMPARE is specified, this parameter must also be speci­
fied. Cannot be specified with SEQUENTIALDUMP. If the CATALOG 
parameters are specified incorrectly, the NOCOMPARE default is taken 
and all of the CRA records are listed. 

INFILE ( dname [I) ... ] ) 
specifies the filename of the DLBLjEXTENT job control statements that 
identify the volume of the CRA to be listed. More than one CRA may be 
listed if multiple dname subparameters are supplied. 

All volumes identified by the dname parameter must be mounted before 
the command is executed. 

Abbreviation: IFILE 

INFI LE ( dname [/ password] [I)ENVIRONMENT 
( subparameters ) ] ) 

describes the input file. If the file was previously defmed in a user catalog, 
you must explicitly name the user catalog by specifying the CAT parame­
ter in the file's DLBL job control statement. dname - specifies the 
filename of the DLBL or TLBL statement that identifies the input file to 
be listed. This is a required parameter. You can list a base cluster in 
alternate key sequence by specifying a path name as the file-IO. 

password - specifies the password of a password protected VSAM file or 
component. For printing a data or index component, the password to be 
supplied is the read or higher-level password of the component or the 
master password of the cluster or alternate index to which the component 
belongs; for a path, it is the password of the path. 

Abbreviation: IFILE 

INFILE ( dname [/ password] 
[I)ENVIRONMENT ( subparameters) ] ) 
describes the input file. If the file was previously defined in a user catalog, 
you must explicitly name the user catalog by specifying the CAT parame­
ter in the file's DLBL job control statement. 

dname - specifies the filename of the DLBL or TLBLjob control state­
ment that identifies the file to be copied. You can process a base cluster in 
alternate key sequence by specifying a path name as file-IO. This is a 
required parameter. 

password - the read or higher-level password of the password-protected 
file to be copied. If a catalog is to be copied, the catalog's master password 
is required. For a path, it is the password of the path. 

Abbreviation: IFILE 
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OUTFILE ( dname [/ password] [f>ENVIRONMENT ( subparameters ) ] ) 
specifies the filename of the DLBL or TLBL job control statement that 
identifies the output file. This is a required parameter. For VSAM files, 
the file-IO may be that of a path. A master catalog must be copied to a 
non VSAM file. 

If the file was previously defined in a user catalog, you must explicitly 

name the user catalog by specifying the CAT parameter in the file's DLBL 

job control statement. 


password - the update or higher-level password of the VSAM file being 

used for output if it is password protected. If a catalog is to be unloaded, 

the catalog's master password is required. For a path, it is the password of 

the path. 


Abbreviation: OFILE 

CATALOG ( catname [/ password] f> dname ) 
identifies the catalog to be reset; it is a required parameter. The catalog 
specified by catname must have been defined with the RECOVERABLE 
attribute. Exclusive control of the catalog is required throughout the 
duration of the command; also, no VSAM files cataloged in the catalog 
being recovered may be open. The master catalog may be reset while it is 
in use as a master catalog, or it may be connected to the system as a user 
catalog. 

password - specifies the master password of the catalog if it is password 
protected. 

dname - specifies the filename of the DLBL statement for the catalog Jbeing reset. The same catalog (the file-ID of the catalog being reset) must 
also be specified in an IJSYSUC DLBL statement 

Abbreviation: CAT 

CRAFILES((dname{f>ALLINONE}) [(dname 
{f>ALLINONE}) ••. ]) 

specifies a list ofDLBL/EXTENT statements that identify (via the 
dname subparameter) all the volumes to be used to reset the catalog. You 
must specify the dname subparameter for each CRA to be accessed, 
whether or not any catalog records are to be reset in the catalog (see the 
NONE subparameter for more information). 

See VSEj VSAM Programmer's Reference for further information about 
the contents of CRAs and how catalog entries are placed in CRAs. 

dname- specifies the filenames of the DLBL/EXTENT statements that 
identify the volumes containing CRAs to be accessed. 

All volumes identified by the dname parameter must be mounted before 
the command is executed. 

ALL - specifies that the catalog records in the CRA on the volume speci­
fied by dname are to be reset in the catalog. This is the default. 

NONE - specifies that the catalog records in the CRA of the volume 
specified by dname are not to be reset in the catalog. If a volume being 
recovered contains a multivolume file, other volumes of that multivolume 
file may be needed during the reset operation; they must be specified in J 
job control statements and NONE specified after the CRAFILES dname 

J - 14 Using VSE/VSAM Commands and Macros 



~.. 

11 VERIFY Parameter 

parameter for the volume if you do not wish the entries in the CRA's of 
the additional volumes to be reset. 

WORKCAT ( catname [ / password] f> dname ) 
specifies the name of the catalog where the WORKFILE is to be defined. 
This is a required parameter. This catalog must not be the catalog being 
reset. 

password - specifies the update or higher level password if the catalog is 
password protected. 

dname - specifies the job control statement for the work catalog. The 
work catalog must be specified in the CAT parameter of the DLBL state­
ment for the workfile. This catalog must not be the catalog being reset. 

Abbreviation: WCAT 

WORKFILE ( dname [/ password] ) 
specifies the filename of the DLBL/EXTENT statement that identifies the 
workfile to be used by RESETCAT. The DLBL statement contains the 
VSAM file-ID to be used for the workfile and the EXTENT statement(s) 
contain volume serial numbers and units to be used by the workfile. If 
WORKCAT is not the default catalog, the DLBL statement must contain 
the CAT=filename parameter. The VSAM file will be defined by RESET­
CAT and used as temporary storage while processing the command; it will 
be deleted at the end of the command. This file must not already be 
defined. IfWORKFILE is not specified, IDCUTl is used as a default 
dname of a specified DLBL statement. See "WORKFILE Space 
Requirements" in "Using RESETCA T: Reseting Catalog Entries" for 
WORKFILE space requirements. 

password - If desired, password may be specified to protect the workfile. 
Since the workfile will contain a copy of the catalog records, it may con­
tain security sensitive information. The password specified becomes the 
workfile's master password. The password may be specified only if 
dname is explicitly specified. 

Abbreviation: WFILE 

FILE ( dname [/ password] ) 
dname - specifies the filename of the DLBLjob control statement that 
identifies the object to be verified. The DLBL statement must also contain 
the name ofthe object (file-IO). 

If the file was previously defined in a user catalog, you must explicitly 
name the user catalog by specifying the CAT parameter in the file's DLBL 
job control statement. 

password - is the control or master password of a password protected 
cluster, alternate index, or component, or the master password of a pass­
word protected catalog. 
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AIX ALTERNATEINDEX MAR MARGINS 
ALC ALLOCATION MCAT MASTERCAT ALOG 
ATT ATTEMPTS MPRA IMPORTRA 
AUTH AUTHORIZATION MDLE MODULE 
AVOL ADDVOLUMES MRCAT MASTERCATALOG 
BIX BLDINDEX MRPW MASTERPW 
BLK BLOCKS NAL NOALLOCATION 
BLKSZ BLOCKSIZE NCMPR NOCOMPARE 
BLOCK BLOCKS NERAS NOERASE 
BUFSP BUFFERSPACE NEWNM NEWNAME 
BUFSPC BUFFERSPACE NFRCE NOFORCE 
CAN CANDIDATE NIGN NOIGNORE 
CAT CATALOG NIMBD NOIMBED 
CHAR CHARACTER NINHS NOINHIBITSOURCE 
CIM CIMODE NINHT NOINHIBITTARGET 
CISZ CONTROLI NTER VALSIZE NIXD NONINDEXED 
CL CLUSTER NLBL NOLABEL 
CMPR COMPARE NPRG NOPURGE 
CNVSZ CONTROLI NTERVALSIZE NREP NOREPLACE 
CON CONNECT NREPL NOREPLICATE 
CRA catalog recovery area NREW NOREWIND 
CRAFILE CRAFILES NRUS NOREUSE 
CRAVOL CRAVOLUMES NRVBL NOTRECOV ERABLE 
CTLPW CONTROLPW NSCR NOSCRATCH 
CYL CYLINDERS NSPND NONSPANNED 
DCON DISCONNECT NULL NULLIFY 
DED DEDICATE NUMD NUMBERED 
DEF DEFINE NUNQK NONUNIQUEKEY 
DEL DELETE NUPD NOUPDATE 
DEVT DEVICETYPES NUPG NOUPGRADE 
DFVOL DEFAULTVOLUME NUS NOTUSABLE 
DLBL DASD label NVSAM NONVSAM 
DS DATASET NWCK NOWRITECHECK 
DTF define the file OBJ OBJECTS 
DTFIS indexed sequential DTF ODS OUTDATASET 
DTFMT magnetic tape DTF OFILE OUTFILE 
DTFSD sequential disk DTF OPW OUTPW 
EEXT EXCEPTION EXIT ORD ORDERED 
ENT ENTRY, ENTRIES ORG ORIGIN 
ENV ENVIRONMENT PDEV PRIMEDATADEVICE 
ERAS ERASE PENT PATHENTRY 
ESORT EXTERNALSORT PERM PERMANENT 
EXP EXPORT PRG PURGE 
F fixed unblocked PW password 
FADDR FROMADDRESS RBA relative byte address 
FB fixed blocked RCAT RESETCAT 
FIXBLK fixed blocked RCVY RECOVERY 
FIXUNB fixed unblocked RDPW READPW 
FKEY FROMKEY REC RECORDS 
FNUM FROMNUMBER RECFM RECORDFORMAT 
FRC FORCE RECM RECORDMODE 
FSEQN FILESEQUENCENUMBER RECSZ RECORDSIZE 
FSPC FREESPACE REL RELATE 
GRPH GRAPHICS REP REPLACE 
HDEV HINDEXDEVICE REPL REPLICATE 
ID identification RETN RETENTION 
IDS INDATASET REW REWIND 
IFILE IN FILE RUS REUSE 
IGN IGNORE RVBL RECOVERABLE 
IMBD IMBED RVOL REMOVEVOLUMES 
IMP IMPORT S variable spanned unblocked 
INH INHIBIT SB variable spanned blocked 
INHS INHIBITSOURCE SCR SCRATCH 
INHT INHIBITTARGET SDUMP SEQUENTIALDUMP 
ISORT INTERNALSORT SHR SHAREOPTIONS 
IVOL INVOLUMES SLBL STDLABEL 
IX INDEX SPC SPACE 
IXD INDEXED SPNBLK varia1>le spanned blocked 
KRNG KEYRANGES SPND SPANNED 
LlSTC L1STCAT SPNUNB variable spanned unblocked 
L1STR L1STCRA STRG STRING 
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SUBAL SUBALLOCATION UPG UPGRADE 
TADDR TOADDRESS 
TEMP TEMPORARY 
TLBL tape label 
TNUM TONUMBER 
TRK TRACKS 
U undefined 
UA unassigned 
UC'AT USERCATALOG 
UNDEF undefined 
UNINH UNINHIBIT 
UNLD UNLOAD 
UNORD UNORDERED 
UNQ UNIQUE 
UNQK UNIQUEKEY 
UPD UPDATE 
UPDPW UPDATEPW 

USVR 
V 
VARBLK 
VARUNB 
VB 
VFY 
VOL 
volser 
VTOC 
WCAT 
WCK 
WFlLE 
WFILES 
WVOL 
XPRA 

user security verification routine 
variable unblocked 
variable blocked Jvariable unblocked 
variable blocked 
VERIFY 
VOLUME, VOLUMES 
volume serial 
volume table of contents 
WORKCAT 
WRITECHECK 
WORKFILE, WORKFILES 
WORKFILE, WORKFILES 
WORK VOLUMES 
EXPORTRA 
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The following terms are defined as they are used in this book. If 
you do not find the term you are looking for, refer to the index or 
to the IBM Data Processing Glossary,GC20-1699. 

Access Method Services. A multifunction service program that 
defines VSAM files and allocates space for them, builds alternate 
indexes, converts indexed sequential files to key-sequenced files 
with indexes, modifies file attributes in the catalog, reorganizes 
files, facilitates data portability between operating systems, cre­
ates backup copies of files and indexes, provides for catalog 
recovery, helps make inaccessible files accessible, and lists file 
records and catalog records. 

addressed direct access. The retrieval or storage of a data record 
identified by its relative byte address, independent of the record's 
location relative to the previously retrieved or stored record. (See 
also keyed direct access, addressed sequential access, and keyed 
sequential access.) 

addressed sequential access. The retrieval or storage of a data 
record in RBA sequence relative to the previously retrieved or 
stored record. (See also keyed sequential access, addressed direct 
access, and keyed direct access.) 

alternate index. A collection of index entries organized by the 
alternate keys of its associated base data records. Its function is to 
provide alternate means of locating records in a data component 
on which the alternate index is based. 

alternate key. One or more consecutive characters taken from a 
data record and used to build an alternate index or to locate one 
or more base data records vi; an alternate index. (See also key, 
key field, and prime key.) 

backup file. A copy that can be used to reconstruct a damaged 
file. 

base cluster. A key-sequenced or entry-sequenced file over which 
one or more alternate indexes may be built. 

catalog. (See master catalog, recoverable catalog, and user cata­
log.) 

catalog recovery area. (See CRA.) 

CKD (count-key-data). A direct access storage device that con­
tains a fixed-length count area, a variable-length key area 
(optional), and a variable-length data area in each of its physical 
data blocks. 

cluster. A named structure consisting of a group of related com­
ponents (e.g., a data component with its index component). A 
cluster may consist ofa single component. (See also base cluster.) 

collating sequence. An ordering assigned to a set of items, such 
that any two sets in that assigned order can be collated. As used 
in this publication, the order defined by the System/370 8-bit 
code for alphabetic, numeric, and special characters. 

component. The data portion or the index portion (for a key­
sequenced file only), referred to in this manual as data compo­
nent and index component, of a cluster, an alternate index, or a 
catalog. 

compression. (See key compression.) 

control area. A group of control intervals used as a unit for for­
matting a file before adding records to it. Also, in a key­
sequenced file, the set of control intervals pointed to by a 
sequence-set index record; used by VSAM for distributing free 
space and for placing a sequence-set index record adjacent to its 
data. 

control area split. The movement of the contents of some of the 
control intervals in a control area to a newly created control area, 
to facilitate the insertion or lengthening of a data record when 
there are no remaining free control intervals in the original con­
trol area. 
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control interval. A fixed-length area of auxiliary-storage space in 
which VSAM stores records and distributes free space. It is the 
unit of information transmitted to or from auxiliary storage by 
YSAM, independent of physical record size. 

control interval access. The retrieval or storage of the contents of 
a control interval. 

control interval split. The movement of some of the stored re­
cords in a control interval to a free control interval, to facilitate 
the insertion or lengthening of a record that won't fit in the origi­
nal control interval. 

count-key-data. (See CKD.) 

CRA. Catalog recovery area. An entry-sequenced file that exists 
on each volume owned by a recoverable catalog, including the 
catalog itself. The CRA contains self-describing records that are 
duplicates of catalog records that describe the volume. 

data integrity. Preservation of data or programs for their intend­
ed purpose. As used in this publication, the safety of data from 
inadvertent destruction or alteration. 

data record. A collection of items of information from the stand­
point of its use in an application and not from the standpoint of 
the manner in which it is stored (see also stored record). 

data security. Prevention of access to or use of data or programs 
without authorization. As used in this publication, the safety of 
data from unauthorized use, theft, or purposeful destruction. 

data space. A storage area defined in the volume table of con­
tents of a direct-access volume for the exclusive use ofVSAM to 
store files, indexes, and catalogs. 

direct access. The retrieval or storage of data by a reference to its 
location in a file rather than relative to the previously retrieved or 
stored data. (See also addressed direct access and keyed direct 
access.) 

distributed free space. Space reserved within the control intervals 
of a key-sequenced file for inserting new records into the file in 
key sequence; also, whole control intervals reserved in a control 
area for the same purpose. 

entry name. A unique name for each component or object as it is 
identified in a catalog. This name is the same as thejile-ID in the 
associated DLBL job control statement. 

entry sequence. The order in which data records are physically 
arranged (according to ascending RBA) in auxiliary storage, 
without respect to their contents. (Contrast with key sequence.) 

entry-sequenced file. A file whose records are loaded without 
respect to their contents, and whose relative byte addresses can­
not change. Records are retrieved and stored by addressed access, 
and new records are added at the end of the file. 

exception. An abnormal condition such as an I/O error encoun­
tered in processing a file. 

extent. A contiguous space allocated on a direct-access storage 
volume, reserved for a particular data space or file. (See also 
primary space allocation and secondary space allocation.) 

external sort. Sorting of data records into a new sequence using 
work files obtained when an alternate index is built. (See also 
internal sort.) 

FDA. (See fixed block architecture.) 

field. In a record or a control block, a specified area used for a 
particular category of data or control information. 

file. The major unit of data storage and retrieval in the operating 
system, consisting of data in a prescribed arrangement and de­
scribed by control information to which the system has access. 
(See also key-sequenced file, entry-sequenced file, and relative­
record file.) 
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fixed block architecture. A direct access storage device that is 
linear in structure; it contains fixed-length (512 byte) blocks of 
data. The blocks are numbered from 0 to 'n-l', where 'n' depends 
on the capacity of the auxiliary storage medium. Each block is 
addressed by its Relative Block Number. In Fixed Block Archi­
tecture there are no keys as in Count-Key-Data DASD. The only 
way to identify a block is by specifying its Relative Block Num­
ber. With FBA you are not aware of the physical structure of the 
auxiliary storage medium. You don't need to know the capacity 
of tracks. how many tracks per cylinder. nor how many cylinders 
per DASD there are. The only thing you have to know is the 
maximum number of blocks per spindle. 

free space. (See distributed free space.) 

horizontal pointer. A pointer in an index record that gives the 
location of another index record in the same level that contains 
the next key in collating sequence; used for keyed sequential 
access. 

index. As used in this publication, an ordered collection of pairs, 
each consisting of a key and a pointer, used by VSAM to se­
quence and locate the records of a key-sequenced file; organized 
in levels of index records. (See also alternate index. index level. 
index set. and sequence set.) 

index build. The automatic process of creating an alternate index 
through the use of Access Method Services. 

index entry. A key and a pointer paired together, where the key is 
the highest key (in compressed form) entered in an index record 
or contained in a data record in a control interval. and the pointer 
gives the location of that index record or control interval. 

index level. A set of index records that order and give the location 
of records in the next lower level or ofcontrol intervals in the file 
that it controls. 

index record. A collection of index entries that are retrieved and 
stored as a group. 

index replication. The use of an entire track of direct-access 
storage to contain as many copies of a single index record as 
possible; reduces rotational delay. 

index set. The set of index levels above the sequence set. The 
index set and the seq uence set together comprise the index. 

index upgrade. The process of reflecting changes made to a base 
cluster in its associated alternate indexes. 

integrity. (See data integrity.) 

internal sort. Sorting of data records into a new sequence using 
virtual storage obtained by a GETVIS. (See also external sort.) 

ISAM interface. A set of routines that allow a processing pro­
gram coded to use ISAM (indexed sequential access method) to 
gain access to a key-sequenced file with an index. 

job catalog. A catalog made available for ajob by means of the 
filename IJSYSUC in a DLBL job control statement. 

key. As used in this publication, one or more consecutive charac­
ters taken from a data record, used to identify the record and 
establish its order with respect to other records. (See also key 
field and alternate key.) 

key compression. The elimination of characters from the front 
and the back ofa key that VSAM does not need to distinguish the 
key from the preceding or following key in an index record; 
reduces storage space for an index. 

key field. A field. located in the same position in each record of a 
file. whose content is a key of a record. 

key sequence. The collating sequence of data records. determined 
by the value of the key field in each of the data records. May be 
the same as. or different from, the entry sequence of the records. 

key-sequenced file. A file whose records are loaded in key se­
quence and controlled by an index. 

keyed direct access. The retrieval or storage of a data record by 
use of an index that relates the record's key to its relative location 
in the file. independent of the record's location relative to the 
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previously retrieved or stored record. (See also addressed direct 
access, keyed sequential access, and addressed sequential access.) 

keyed sequential access. The retrieval or storage of a data record 
in its key sequence relative to the previously retrieved or stored 
record. (See also addressed sequential access, keyed direct access, 
and addressed direct access.) 

mass sequential insertion. A technique VSAM uses for keyed 
sequential insertion of two or more records in sequence into a 
collating position in a file; more efficient than inserting each 
record directly. 

master catalog. A key-sequenced file with an index containing 
extensive file and volume information that VSAM requires to 
locate files, to allocate and deallocate storage space, to verify the 
authorization of a program or operator to gain access to a file, 
and to accumulate usage statistics for files. 

Max-CA. (See Min-CA.) 

Min-CA. The terms "tracks" and "cylinders" as used for present 
CKD (count-key-data) devices are not necessarily meaningful for 
an FBA (fixed block architecture) device because an FBA device 
stores data on "blocks." FBA uses a linear addressing scheme 
whereby blocks are not necessarily associated with physical char­
acteristics, such as cylinders or tracks. The following new terms 
that are common to both CKD and FBA devices are being used 
in the documentation to describe VSAM's use of the track and 
cylinder concepts to optimize performance and to control alloca­
tion, while incorporating FBA device support (in which there is 
no dependency on the physical characteristics of a device). 

Min-CA replaces the former term, track; it represents minimum 
control area size for both CKD and FBA devices. Max-CA re­
places the former term "cylinder"; it represents maximum control 
area size for both CKD and FBA devices. Min-CA and max-CA 
are units of allocation. The size of these units of allocation de­
pends upon the device being used. CKD devices can have more 
than one min-CA and max-CA value; this is because the min-CA 
(formerly track) and max-CA (formerly cylinder) sizes for CKD 
devices are dependent upon the number of physical records 
contained in them (a function of the control interval size select­
ed). An FBA device can have only one min-CA and max-CA 
value. 

objects. Logical entities created by VSAM such as clusters and 
their respective components. alternate indexes and their respec­
tive components, catalogs and their respective components, paths, 
and volumes (i.e., VSAM data spaces). 

password. A unique string ofcharacters stored in a catalog that a 
program or a computer operator must supply to meet security 
requirements before a program gains access to a file. 

path. A named, logical entity composed of one or more clusters 
(an alternate index and its base cluster, for example). 

physical record. A physical unit of recording on a medium, for 
example. the physical unit between address markers on a disk. 

pointer. An address or other indication of location. For example, 
an RBA is a pointer that gives the relative location or a data 
record or a control interval in the file to which it belongs. (See 
also horizontal pointer and vertical pointer.) 

portability. The ability to use VSAM files with different operating 
systems. Volumes whose files are cataloged in a user catalog can 
be demounted from storage devices of one system. moved to 
another system, and mounted on storage devices of that system. 
Individual files can be transported between operating systems 
using Access Method Services. 

primary space allocation. A contiguous space on a direct access 
storage device, occupied by or reserved for a particular file. (See 
also secondary space allocation.) 

prime index. The index component ofa key-sequenced file that 
has one or more alternate indexes. (See also index and alternate 
index.) 

prime key. (See key.) 

random access. (See direct access.) 



RBA. Relative byte address. The displacement ofa data record 
or a control interval from the beginning of the file to which it 
belongs; independent of the manner in which the file is stored. 

record. (See index record, data record, stored record.) 

recoverable catalog. A catalog defined with the recoverable 
attribute. Duplicate catalog entries are put into CRAs that can be 
used to recover data in the event of catalog failure. (See also 
CRA.) 

recovery volume. The first volume of the prime index, if the base 
cluster is a key-sequenced file; otherwise, the first volume of the 
base data. 

relative byte address. (See RBA.) 

relative-record file. A file whose records are loaded into fixed­
length slots. 

relative-record number. A number that identifies not only the 
slot, or data space, in a relative-record file but also the record 
occupying the slot. 

replication. (See index replication.) 

reusable file. A VSA M file that can be reused as a work file, 
regardless of its old contents. 

secondary space allocation. A contiguous space on a direct access 
storage device, occupied by or reserved for a particular file, which 
is allocated after space in the primary extent has been exhausted. 
(See also primary space allocation.) 

security. (See data security.) 

sequence checking. The process of verifying the order of a set of 
records relative to some field's collating sequence. 

sequence set. The lowest level of the index of a key-sequenced 
file; it gives the locations of the control intervals in the file and 

orders them by the key sequence of the data records they contain. 
The sequence set and the index set together comprise the index. 

sequential access. The retrieval or storage of a data record in 
either its entry sequence or its key sequence, relative to the previ­
ously retrieved or stored record. (See also addressed sequential 
access and keyed seq uen tial access.) 

skip sequential access. Keyed sequential retrieval or storage of 
records here and there throughout a file, skipping automatically 
to the desired record or collating position for insertion: VSAM 
scans the sequence set to find a record or a collating position. 

sort. (See external sort and internal sort. See also collating se­
quence.) 

spanned record. A logical record whose length exceeds control 
interval length, and as a result, crosses, or spans, one or more 
control interval boundaries within a single control area. 

stored record. A data record, together with its control informa­
tion, as stored in auxiliary storage. 

upgrade set. All the alternate indexes that VSAM has been in­
structed to update whenever there is a change to the data compo­
nent of the base cluster. 

user catalog. A catalog used in the same way as the master cata­
log, but optional and pointed to by the master catalog, and also 
used to lessen the contention for the master catalog and to facili­
tate volume portability. 

vertical pointer. A pointer in an index record of a given level that 
gives the location of an index record in the next lower level or the 
location of a control interval in the file controlled by the index. 
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A 
abbreviations K-I, K-2 

ACB (access method control block) macro 


(see access method control block) 

access method control block (ACB) 4-1,5-2 


generation ofduring assembly 5-2 to 5-8 

generation of during program execution 5-35 to 5-37 

modification of 5-38 to 5-39 

operand notation for 


in the GENCB macro F-4 

in the MODCB macro F-5 

in the SHOWCB macro F-5 

in the TESTCB macro F-6 


parameter list for accessing 

byGENCB G-I 

by MODCB G-3 

by SHOWCB G-4 

by TESTCB G-5 


programming example of 5-47 to 5-48 

access method services, 

introduction to I-I 
invoking from a problem program D-I 

acronyms and abbreviations K-I 

adding records through the REPRO command 2-32 

adding volumes 3-7 

addressed access 5-25, 5-30 


deletion type 5-31 

examples of 


for direct retrieval 5-59 

for sequential addition 5-67 

for sequential deletion 5-72 

for sequential retrieval 5-57 

for sequential update 5-70 


insertion 5-32 

retrieval type 5-31 


ADDVOLUMES parameter 

in ALTER command 3-7 


ALL paramete( 

in LlSTCA T command 3-130 


ALL subparameter 

in EXPORTRA command 3-110, J-9 


allocating space 

by range of key values 2-14 to 2-16 

to the catalog's CRA 2-8 


allocation 

of free space 2-14 


(see also FREESPACE parameter) 

of I/O buffers 


(see BUFFERSPACE parameter) 

ALLOCATION parameter 


in LlSTCA T command 3-130 

ALTER command 3-3 


allocation parameters 3-6 

command parameters summary E-I 

data organization parameters 3-5 to 3-6 

entry-types that can be altered 3-3 

examples 2-27, A-21 

format 3-5 

name parameter 3-5 

protection and integrity parameters 3-6 

specifying information that alters an entry 2-27 


altering catalog entries 3-3 

altering VSAM control blocks 5-38 


Index 


alternate index 2-19 to 2-26 

building an 2-23 

creating an 2-21 

defining an 2-21 

examples 2-22 to 2-26 

path 2-20 

record 2-20 

specifying information that defines an 2-21 

upgrading an 2-25 


ALTERNATEINDEX parameter 

in DEFINE command 3-23 

in DELETE command 3-98 

in LlSTCAT command 3-129 


AN, print chain option 3-159 

AREAS parameter 


in PARM command 3-158 

assembler programming considerations 4-1 to 4-6 

assigning data space to a catalog 2-5 to 2-8 

ATTEMPTS parameter 


in ALTER command 3-7 

in DEFINE command 


an alternate index 3-23 

a cluster 3-45 

a master catalog 3-66 

a path 3-77 

a user catalog 3-88 


attributes 

altering 2-27 

changing 2-27 

defining 2-2 

nullifying 3-11 


AUTHORIZATION parameter 

in ALTER command 3-8, 3-12 

in DEFINE command 


an alternate index 3-23 

a cluster 3-45 

a master catalog 3-66 

a path 3-77 

a user catalog 3-88 


nullifying 3-11 


B 
backing up catalogs 2-30 

backing up files 2-34 

backward reading of a VSAM file 5-28 

base cluster 2-19 

beginning location 


in PRINT command 3-136 

in REPRO command 3-146 


blanks 1-5 to 1-6 

BLDINDEXcommand 3-16 


command parameters summary E-2 

examples 2-24, A-23 

format 3-16 

parameters 3-16 


BLDVRP (build VSAM resource pool) macro 5-74 

blocking factor, specification of buffer pool 5-74 

BLOCKS parameter in DEFINE 


ALTERNA TEINDEX command 3-24 

CLUSTER command 3-46 

MASTERCA T ALOG command 3-66 

SPACE command 3-82 

USERCATALOG command 3-89 


Index I 



BLOCKSIZE subparameter 

in EXPORT command 3-106 

in EXPORTRA command 3-111 

in IMPORT command 3-116 

in IMPORTRA command 3-123 

in PRINT command 3-134 

in REPRO command 3-141,3-144 


bold face type, in notational conventions 1-4 

braces, in notational conventions 1-4 

brackets, in notational conventions 1-4 

buffer, I/O 


defining minimum space (see BUFFERSPACE parameter) 

buffers for VSAM use 5-2 to 5-4 

BUFFERSPACE parameter 


in ALTER command 3-8 

in DEFINE command 


an alternate index 3-25 

a cluster 3-46 

a master catalog 3-67 

a user catalog 3-90 


building an alternate index 2-23 


c 
CANCEL command 


command parameters summary E-2 

example 3-18 

format 3-18 

parameters 3-18 


CANDIDATE parameter 

in DEFINE SPACE command 3-83 


catalog (see also master catalog and user catalog) 

assigning data space to 2-5 to 2-8 

backing up a 2-30 

defining a 2-3 

defining a file in a recoverable 2-17 

defining a master 2-3 

defining a user 2-3 

defining objects in a 2-2 

information, extracting 2-37 

information, loading 2-37 

load and reload 2-30 

recoverable 2-39, 2-43 

space estimates 2-3 

specifying information that defines a 2-5 

use in data and space management 2-2 


catalog entries 

altering 2-27 

defining 2-2 

deleting 2-28 

displaying of 5-80 

listing 2-38 

recovering 2-39 

resetting 2-43 


CATALOG parameter 

in ALTER command 3-8, J-I 

in BLDINDEX command 3-16 

in DEFINE command 


an alternate index 3-25, J-2 

a cluster 3-47, J-4 

a data space 3-83, J-7 

a nonVSAM file 3-74, J-5 

a path 3-77, J-6 

a user catalog 3-90 


in DELETE command 3-100, J-8 

in IMPORT command 3-115 

in IMPORTRA command 3-122 


in LISTCAT command 3-129, J-12 

in LISTCRA command 3-131, J-12 

in RESETCAT command 3-149, J-14 


catalog space estimates and worksheet 2-3 

catalog use 2-2 


in data and space management 2-2 

cataloging 


alternate indexes 2-21 

clusters 2-10 

files 2-10 

entry-sequenced files 2-16 

key-sequenced files 2-13 

nonVSAM files 2-26 

paths 2-25 

relative-record files 2-17 

VSAM data space 2-8 


CDLOAD macro D-I 

CHAIN parameter 


in PARM command 3-159 

chaining I/O requests 5-22 


programming example of 5-62 

changing attributes 2-27 

changing control blocks 5-38 to 5-39 


programming example of 5-39 

CHARACTER parameter 


in PRINT command 3-136 

CIMODE parameter 


in EXPORT command 3-104 

in EXPORTRA command 3-110 


CLASS parameter in DEFINE 

example of A-2, A-4 

MASTERCAT ALOG command 3-68 

SPACE command 3-83 

USERCAT ALOG command 3-90 


clauses, null 3-155 

CLOSEmacro 4-4,5-16to5-17 


error codes after a 5-17 

CLOSE message area 5-17 to 5-19 

closing a file 5-16 to 5-17 

CLUSTER parameter 


in DEFINE command 3-47 

in DELETE command 3-99 

in LISTCA T command 3-128 


CODE parameter 

in ALTER command 3-9, 3-11 

in DEFINE command 


an alternate index 3-25 

a cluster 3-47 

a master catalog 3-68 

a path 3-78 

a user catalog 3-90 


nullifying 3-11 

codes (error) set in register 0 after a 


GENCB, MODeB, SHOWCB, TESTCB request 5-47 

codes (error) set after 


CLOSE 5-17 

OPEN 5-15 to 5-16 

TCLOSE 5-17 


codes (function) for alternate index processing 5-54 

codes in the feedback field of the RPL 5-53 to 5-54 

codes (return) set in register 15 after 


BLDVRP 5-76 

CLOSE 5-16 

DLVRP 5-77 

ENDREQ 5-53 

ERASE 5-53 

GENCB 5-46 
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GET 5-53 

MODCB 5-46 

OPEN 5-15 

POINT 5-53 

PUT 5-53 

SHOWCAT 5-84 

SHOWCB 5-46 

TCLOSE 5-17 

TESTCB 5-46 


command execution, controlling 3-154 

command format 3-1 

command format, functional 3-1 

command format, modal 3-153 

command language syntax 1-4 

commands 


ALTER 3-3 

BLDINDEX 3-16 

continuation of 1-6 

DEFINE 


an alternate index 3-19 

a cluster 3-41 

a data space 3-82 

a master catalog 3-64 

a nonVSAM file 3-74 

a path 3-76 

a space 3-82 

a user catalog 3-86 


DELETE 3-97 

DO 3-156 

END 3-156 

EXPORT 3-103 

EXPORTRA 3-109 

functional 3-1 

IF 3-154 

IMPORT 3-114 

IMPORTRA 3-122 

introduction 1-1 

LISTCAT 3- \27 

LISTCRA 3-131 

modal 1-6, 3-153 

PARM 3-158 

PRINT 3-133 

REPRO 3-140 

RESETCAT 3-149 

SET 3-160 

VERIFY 3-152 

structure of 1-4 

terminator 1-7 

types of 1-3 


commas 1-4, 1-5 

comments 1-5 

COMPARE parameter 


in LISTCRA command 3-131 

concurrent I/O requests 5-8 

condition codes 3-153 

CONNECT parameter 


in IMPORT command 3-115 

connecting a program with VSAM 5-14 

connecting a user catalog to the master catalog 2-35, 3-115 

continuation 


errors 1-6 

of commands 1-6 


control block 

ACB (access method control block) 4-1,5-2 

EXLST (exit list) 4-2,5-8 

manipulation macros (see manipulation macros) 

RPL (request parameter list) 4-3, 5-20 


control interval access 5-32 
control interval size 

(see CONTROLINTERVALSIZE parameter) 
control level password 

(see CONTROLPW parameter) 
CONTROLINTERV ALSIZE parameter 

in DEFINE command 

an alternate index 3-26 

a cluster 3-47 


CONTROLPW parameter 
in ALTER command 3-9,3-11 
in DEFINE command 

an alternate index 3-26 

a cluster 3-48 

a master catalog 3-68 

a path 3-78 

a user catalog 3-91 


nullifying 3-11 

conventions 


notational 

for commands 1-4 

for macros 5-1 


syntactical 1-4 to 1-7 

copying 


catalogs 2-30, 3-140 

files 3-140 

examples A-36, A-38 


correcting end-of-file information 2-46 

correcting end-of-key-range information 2-46 

COUNT parameter 


in PRINT command 3-137,3-138 

in REPRO command 3-147 


CRA parameter 

in EXPORTRA command J-9 


CRAFILES parameter 

in RESETCAT command J-14 


CRA VOLUMES parameter 

in EXPORTRA command 3-109 

in RESETCAT command 3-149 


creating 

alternate indexes 2-19 

backup copies 2-30, 2-34 

catalogs 2-3 

clusters 2-10 

data spaces 2-8 

entry-sequenced files 2-16 

key-sequenced files 2-13 

master catalogs 2-5 

nonVSAM file entries 2-26 

paths 2-24 

portable files 2-32 

relative-record files 2-17 

suballocated files 2-12 

unique files 2-12 

user catalogs 2-5 


cross-partition sharing 3-35,3-58 

cross-system sharing 3-35, 3-58 

CYLINDERS parameter 


to define an alternate index 3-27 

to define a cluster 3-48 

to defme a data space 3-84 

to define a master catalog 3-69 

to define a user catalog 3~91 
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D 
data 


portability 2-37 

records, printing 2-38 

recovery 2-39 


data buffer, specifying space for 
(see BUFFERSPACE parameter) 

DATA parameter 
in DEFINE command 


an alternate index 3-27 

a cluster 3-49 

a master catalog 3-69 

a user catalog 3-91 


in LISTCA T command 3-128 

data portability 2-34 

data security (see AUTHORIZATION parameter) 

data space 


defining 2-8 

examples 2-9 to 2-10 

for catalog 2-5 to 2-8 


DATASET parameter 3-152 

DEDICATE parameter 


in DEFINE command 

a master catalog 3-70 


a user catalog 3-92 

data space 3-84 


debug tool 3-158 

default margins 3-159 

DEFAULTVOLUMES parameter 


in DEFINE command 

an alternate index 3-27 

a cluster 3-62 


in IMPORT command 3-121 

in IMPORTRA command 3-126 


deferring write operations 5-6, 5-77 

DEFINE command 2-3 


used to define an alternate index 2-22,3-19 

allocation parameters 3-22 

command parameters summary E-3 

data organization parameters 3-22 

examples 2-22 to 2-23, A-23 

format 3-19 

name parameter 3-22 

parameters 3-22 

protection and integrity parameters 3-23 


used to define a cluster 2-10, 3-41 

allocation parameters 3-44 

command parameters summary E-5 

examples 2-12 to 2-18, A-7, A-IO 

format 3-41 

name parameter 3-44 

protection and integrity piuameters 3-45 


used to define a data space 2-9, 3-82 

command parameters summary E-IO 

examples 2-9 to 2-10, A-3 

format 3-82 

parameters 3-82 


used to define a master catalog 2-3, 3-64 

allocation parameters 3-65 

command parameters summary E-7 

examples 2-6 to 2-7, A-I 

format 3-64 

name parameter 3-59 

parameters 3-65 

protection and integrity parameters 3-65 


used to define a nonVSAM file 2-26,3-74 

command parameters summary E-9 

examples 2-26, A-1O 

format 3-74 

parameters 3-74 


used to define a path 2-24, 3-76 

allocation parameters 3-77 

command parameters summary E-9 

examples 2-25, A-23 

format 3-76 

name parameters 3-76 

parameters 3-76 

protection and integrity parameters 3-77 


used to define a user catalog 2-3, 3-86 

allocation parameters 3-87 

command parameters summary E-7 

data organization parameters 3-87 

examples 2-6 to 2-8, A-2, A-3 

format 3-86 

name parameters 3-87 

parameters 3-87 

protection and integrity parameters 3-88 


defining 

an alternate index 2-21,3-19 

a catalog 2-3, 3-64 

a cluster 2-10, 3-41 

a nonVSAM file 2-26,3-74 

a path 2-24,3-76 

a VSAM data space 2-8, 3-82 

a VSAM file 2-10, 3-41 

objects in a catalog 2-2 


DELETE command 

allocation parameter 3-97 

command parameters summary E-IO 

examples 2-29, A-43, A-45 

forinat 3-97 

name parameter 3-97 

parameters 3-97 

protection and integrity parameters 3-97 


deletion of records 

using addressed access 5-31 

using keyed access 5-30 

programming example for 5-71 


deleting 

catalog entries 2-28, 3-97 

catalogs 3-97 

regardless of retention date (see PURGE parameter) 


DEVICETYPE subparameter 

in IMPORT command 3-118 

in IMPORTRA command 3-125 


DEVICETYPES parameter 
in DEFINE NONVSAM command 3-74 


direct processing 5-25 

direct retrieval 5-28 

DISCONNECT parameter 


in EXPORT command 3-104 

disconnecting VSAM from a program 5-14,5-16 

displaying 


catalog information 5-80 

control block information 5-39 


DLVRP (delete VSAM resource pool) macro 5-74 

DO-END command sequence 3-156 

DUMP parameter 


in LISTCRA command 3-132 

in PRINT command 3-136 


dump points 3-158 
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E 
ellipses, in notational conventions 1-4 

ELSE clause 3-155 

END, in DO-END command sequence 3-156 

ending location 


in PRINT command 3-136 

in REPRO command 3-146 


end-of-file processing 5-9 to 5- 10 

end-of-file verification 5-16 

ENDREQ (end request) macro 5-52 

ENTRIES parameter 


in LISTCA T command 3-129 

ENTRIES subparameter 


in EXPORTRA command 3-110,1-10 

entry-sequenced file, defining a 2-16 

entryname/password parameter 


in ALTER command 3-6 

in DELETE command 3-98 

in EXPORT command 3-103 


ENVIRONMENT subparameter 

in EXPORT command 3-106 

in EXPORTRA command 3-111 

in IMPORT command 3-116 

in IMPORTRA command 3-123 

in PRINT command 3-134 

in REPRO command 3-141,3-144 


EODAD (end of data address) exit 5-9 to 5-11 

EQ(equal) 3-154 

ERASE macro 5-52 

ERASE parameter 


in ALTER command 3-9 

in DEFINE command 


an alternate index 3-27 

a cluster 3-49 


in DELETE command 3-101 

in EXPORT command 3-104 

in IMPORT command 3-115 


erasing a file 2-28 

error codes (see codes) 

examples of 


ALTER command 2-27, A-21 

BLDINDEX command 2-24, A-23 

DEFINE command 


for an alternate index 2-22 to 2-23, A-23 

for a cluster 2-12 to 2-18, A-7, A-II 

for a cluster on an FBA volume A-26 

for a data space 2-9 to 2-10, A-4 

for a data space on an FBA volume A-26 

for a master catalog 2-6 to 2-7, A-I 

for a nonVSAM file 2-26, A-II 

for a path 2-25, A-23 

for a user catalog 2-6 to 2-8, A-2, A-4 


DELETE command 2-29, A-43, A-45 

EXPORT command A-28, A-29, A-31 

EXPORTRA command 2-41 to 2-42, A-40 

IF-THEN-ELSE 3-155, A-2, A-7, A-II, A-15, A-19, A-21 

IMPORT command A-31, A-33, A-34 

IMPORTRA command A-41 

LISTCAT command 2-47, A-7, A-II, A-21 

LISTCRA command A-39 

PRINT command A-15,A-19 

REPRO command 2-19, A-15, A-19, A-36, A-38 

RESETCA T command 2-46 

VSAM macros (see programming examples) 

VERIFY command 2-47 


EXCEPTION EXIT parameter 

in ALTER command 3-9, 3-11 

in DEFINE command 


an alternate index 3-28 

a cluster 3-49 


EXCPAD (EXCP address) routine 5-10 

execute form of GENCB, MODCB, SHOWCB, TESTCB 5-47 

execution, controlling 3-153 

exit list (EXLST) macro 4-2, 5-8 


operand notation for 

in the GENCB macro F-4 

in the MODCB macro F-5 

in the SHOWCB macro F-5 

in the TESTCB macro F-6 


parameter list for accessing 

by GENCB G-I 

by MODCB G-3 

by SHOWCB G-4 

by TESTCB G-5 


programming example of 5-32 

exit routine 


for end-of-file processing (see end-of-file processing) 

for journaling 5-11 to 5-13 

for overlapped processing 5-10 


EXLST (see exit list) 
EXPORT command 


command parameters summary E-II 

examples A-28, A-29, A-31 

format 3-103 

parameters 3-103 


EXPORTRA command 

command parameters summary E-12 

example 2-41 to 2-42, A-40 

format 3-109 

parameters 3-109 


EXTERNALSORT parameter 
in BLDINDEX command 3-16 


EXTOPT operand 5-83 

extracting catalog information 2-37 


F 
field continuation rules 1-6 

file 


accessibility, verifying 2-46 

backup copy 2-34 

cataloging 2-10 

copying 2-30 

creating 2-10 

defining 2-10 

defining into a recoverable catalog 2-17 

deleting 2-28 

entry-sequenced 2-16 

key-sequenced 2-13 

loading records into a 2-18 

non VSAM 2-26 

portable 2-37 

relative-record 2-17 

reorganizing 2-32 

sharing a 


(see SHAREOPTION parameter) 

spanned 3-60 

specifying information that defines a 2-11 

suballocated 2-10, 2-12 

transporting a 2-34 

type, specifying 2-10 

unique 2-12 
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FILE parameter 
in ALTER command J-I 
in DEFINE command 

an alternate index 3-28, J-2 

a cluster 3-50, J-4 

a data space J-7 

a master catalog J-5 

a path J-6 

a user catalog J-7 


in DELETE command J-9 

in VERIFY command J-15 


FILE subparameter 
in IMPORT command 3-118, J-IO 
in IMPORTRA command 3-124, J-II 

FILESEQUENCENUMBERS parameter 

in DEFINE NONVSAM command 3-74 


FOR parameter 
in ALTER command (see TO parameter) 
in DEFINE COMMAND 

an alternate index 3-28 

a cluster 3-50 

a master catalog 3-70 

a path 3-78 

a user catalog 3-92 


FORCE parameter 

in DELETE command 3- 10 I 

in EXPORTRA command 3-110 


format ofcommands 

ALTER command 3-5 

BLDINDEX 3-16 

DEFINE command 


an alternate index 3-19 

a cluster 3-41 

a data space 3-82 

a master catalog 3-64 

a nonVSAM file 3-74 

a path 3-76 

a user catalog 3-86 


DELETE command 3-97 

DO-END command sequence 3-156 

EXPORT command 3-103 

EXPORTRA command 3-109 

IF-THEN-ELSE command sequence 3-154 

IMPORT command 3-114 

IMPORTRA command 3-122 

LISTCAT command 3-128 

LISTCRA command 3-131 

PARM command 3-158 

PRINT command 3-133 

REPRO command 3-140 

RESETCAT command 3-149 

SET command 3-160 

VERIFY command 3-152 


free space, distributed 
(see FREESPACE parameter) 

FREESPACE parameter 

in ALTER COMMAND 3-9 

in DEFINE COMMAND 


an alternate index 3-29 

a cluster 3-50 


FROMADDRESS parameter 

in PRINT command 3-136 

in REPRO command 3-146 


FROMKEY parameter 

in PRINT command 3- \36 

in REPRO command 3-146 
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FROMNUMBER parameter 

in PRINT command 3-136 

in RERPO command 3-146 


FULL parameter 
 J
in PARM command 3-158 


functional commands 1-1,3-1 

functions of Access Method Services 1-1,3-1 


G 
GE (greaterthan or equal) 3-154 

GENCB (generate control block) macro 4-4,5-35 to 5-37 


methods ofoperand notation F-4 

parameter list for G-I 

programming examples of 5-48, 5-56, 5-57, 5-59 


GET macro 5-49 to 5-50 

GRAPHICS parameter 


in PARM command 3-159 

Guide to VSAM recovery 3-153 

GT (greater than) 3-154 


H 
HEX parameter 

in PRINT command 3- \36 
HINDEXDEVICE subparameter 


in PRINT command 3-134 

in REPRO command 3-141 


HN, print chain option 3-159 

hyphens 1-6 


I 

I/O buffer 


(see also BUFFERSPACE parameter) 

and the ALTER command 3-8 

and the DEFINE command 3-25, 3-46 


IF statements, nested 3-155 

IF-THEN-ELSE command sequence 


examples 3-155, A-2, A-7, A-II, ,A-IS, A-19, A-21 

format 3-154 


IGNORE parameter 

in RESETCAT command 3-151 


IMBED parameter 

in DEFINE COMMAND 


an alternate index 3-29 

a cluster 3-5 I 

a master catalog 3-70 

a user catalog 3-93 


IMPORT command 

command parameters summary E- \3 

examples A-31, A-33, A-34 

format 3-114 

parameters 3-115 


IMPORTRA command 

command parameters summary E-14 

example A-41 

format 3-122 

parameters 3-122 


IN DATASET parameter 3-16 

INDEX parameter 


in DEFINE command 

for an alternate index 3-29 

for a cluster 3-51 

for a master catalog 3-71 

for a user catalog 3-93 


in LISTCA T command 3-129 




INDEXED parameter 

in DEFINE CLUSTER command 3-51 


INFILE parameter 

in BLDINDEX command J-I 

in EXPORT command J-9 

in EXPORTRA command J-IO 

in IMPORT command 3-115 

in IMPORTRA command 3-123 

in LlSTCRA command J-13 

in PRINT command 3-133, J-13 

in REPRO command 3-141, J-13 


INHIBIT paramet~r (see UNIHIBIT parameter) 

INHIBITSOURCE parameter 


in EXPORT command 3-105 

INHIBITTARGET parameter 


in EXPORT command 3-105 

insertion of records 


programming examples of, 

for keyed direct access 5-66 

for keyed sequential access 5-64 

for skip sequential access 5-65 


in a file 5-29 

INTERNALSORT parameter 


in BLDINDEX command 3-16 

interpreting LlSTCAT output listings B-1 

interpreting LlSTCRA output listings C-I 

introduction I-I 

invoking macro instructions D-I 

INVOLUMES parameter 3-132 

I/O areas for a VSAM file 5-2 to 5-4, 5-32 

italics, in notational conventions 1-4 

ISAM files 


altering 2-27 

cataloging 2-26 

copying 3-140 

deleting 2-28 

listing catalog entries for 3-127 

printing 2-38 


ISAM to VSAM conversion 3-138 


J 
job control 

using 2-1 

JOB parameter 3-18 

job streams, sample A-I 

JRNAD exit routine 5-11 to 5-13 


K 
key area for a file 5-21 

key length (see KEYS parameter) 

key position (see KEYS parameter) 

key ranges 


(see KEYRANGES parameter) 

key-seq uenced file, defining a 2-13 

key, specification for processing by using VSAM 5-21 

keyed access 5-25, 5-26 


deletion of records 5-30 

retrieval of records 5-27 to 5-29 

storage of records 5-29 


keyed direct deletion 

programming example of 5-71 


keyed direct insertion 

programming example of 5-66 


keyed direct retrieval 

programming example of 5-58 


keyed direct update 

programming example of 5-69 


keyed sequential insertion 

programming example of 5-64 


keyed sequential retrieval 

programming example of 5-55 


keyed sequential update 

programming example of 5-68 


KEYRANGES parameter 

in DEFINE command 


an alternate index 3-29 

a cluster 3-51 


KEYRANGES subparameter 

in IMPORT command 3-118 


KEYS parameter 

in ALTER command 3-10 

in DEFINE command 


an alternate index 3-30 

a cluster 3-52 


keyword parameters 1-5 


L 
language, syntax of the 1-4 

last condition code (see LASTCC) 

LASTCC 


in IF-THEN-ELSE 3-154 

in SET 3-160 


LE (less than or equal) 3-154 

length of keys (see KEYS parameter) 

length of records (see RECORDSIZE parameter) 

LERAD routine 5-13 

list form ofcontrol block manipulation macros 5-47 

LlSTCA T command 


command parameters summary E-15 

examples A-7, A-II, A-21 

format 3-128 

interpreting output from 8-1 

parameters 3-128 

sample output from B-13 to B-24 


LISTCRA command 

command parameters summary E-15 

example A-39 

format 3-131 

interpreting output from C-I 

parameters 3-131 

sample output from C-I 


listing catalog entries 2-38 

listing contents depending upon parameters requested 2-38 

load and reload, catalog 2-30 

loading a portable file 2-37 

loading records into a file 2-18 

loading VSAM files 2-18 

locate mode 5-24, 5-32 

L T (less than) 3-154 


M 
making a file portable 2-37 

managing I/O buffers 5-73, 5-77 

manipulating control block information 5-35 to 5-48 


displaying control block 'information 5-39 

generating control blacks during execution 5-35 

modifying control block information 5-38 

testing control block information 5-43 
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manipulation macros 5-35 to 5-48 

forms of (execute, generate, list) 5-47 

GENCB 5-35 

MODCB 5-38 

operand notation for, method of F-I to F-8 

parameter lists for G-I to G-7 

SHOWCB 5-39 

TESTCB 5-43 


margins, standard 3-159 

MARGINS parameter 


in PARM command 3-159 

master catalog 


(see also user catalog) 

cataloging non VSAM files 2-26 

creating a 2-2, 2-5 


examples 2-6 to 2-7 

making recoverable H-I 


master password 

(see MASTERPW parameter) 


MASTERCATALOG parameter 

in DEFINE command 3-64 

in DELETE command 3-101 


MASTERPW parameter 

in ALTER command 3-10, 3-11 

in DEFINE command 


an alternate index 3-30 

a cluster 3-52 

a master catalog 3-71 

a path 3-79 

a user catalog 3-93 


in EXPOR TRA command 3-111 

in L1STCRA command 3-132 

in RESETCAT command 3-150 

nullifying 3-11 


MAXCC parameter 

in IF-THEN-ELSE 3-154 

in SET 3-160 


maximum condition code (see MAXCC parameter) 

merging VSAM files 3-140 

message area (see OPEN/CLOSE/TCLOSE message area) 

modal commands 1-4,3-153 

MODCB (modify control block) macro 4-5,5-38 


operand notation for, methods ofF-5 

parameter list for G-3 

programming examples of 5-39, 5-48 


MODEL parameter 

to define an alternate index 3-31, J-3 

to define a cluster 3-53, J-4 

to define a path 3-79, J-6 

to define a user catalog 3-93, J-7 


modeling 

alternate indexes 2-3, 3-31 

clusters 2-3, 3-53 

data components 2-3 

index components 2-3 

paths 2-3 

user catalogs 2-3 


modify sequence ofexecution 3-154 

MODULE subparameter 


in ALTER command 3-11 

move mode 5-24 

moving user catalogs and files between systems 2-30 

multivolume files 2-44 


N 
NAME parameter 

in DEFINE COMMAND 

to identify an alternate index 3-31 

to identify a cluster 3-53 

to identify a master catalog 3-71 

to identify anonVSAM file 3-75 

to identify a path 3-79 

to identify a user catalog 3-94 


in L1STCATcommand 3-130 

in L1STCRA command 3-132 


naming 

alternate indexes 3-31 

clusters 3-53 

data components 3-53 

index components 3-53 

master catalog 3-71 

path 3-79 

user catalogs 3-94 


NE (not equal) 3-154 

nested IF statements 3-155 

NEWNAME parameter 


in ALTER command 3-10 

NEWNAME subparameter 


in IMPORT command 3-119 

NOALLOCA TION parameter 


in DEFINE command 

an alternate index 3-32 

a cluster 3-55 


NOCOMPARE parameter (see COMPARE parameter) 
NOERASE parameter (see ERASE parameter) 
NOFORCE parameter (see FORCE parameter) 
NOIGNORE parameter (see IGNORE parameter) 
NOIMBED parameter (see IMBED parameter) 
NOINHIBITSOURCE parameter 

(see INHIBITSOURCE parameter) 
NOINHIBITTARGET parameter 

(see INHIBITT ARGET parameter) 
NOLABEL subarameter (see STDLABEL subparameter) 
NONE subparameter 

in EXPORTRA command 3-110, J-IO 
NONINDEXED parameter (see INDEXED parameter) 
NONS PANNED parameter (see SPANNED parameter) 
NONUNIQUEKEY parameter (see UNIQUEKEY parameter) 
non VSAM files 

cataloging 3-74 

examples 2-26, A-IO 


copying 3-140 

deleting 3-99 

listing catalog entries for 3-129 

printing 3-133 


NONVSAM parameter 

in DEFINE command 3-74 

in DELETE command 3-99 

in L1STCA T command 3-129 


NOPURGE parameter (see PURGE parameter) 

NO REPLACE parameter (see REPLACE parameter) 

NOREPLICATE parameter (see REPLICATE parameter) 

NOREUSE parameter (see REUSE parameter) 

NOREWIND subparameter (see REWIND subparameter) 

NOSCRATCH parameter (see SCRATCH parameter) 

notational conventions (commands) 1-4 

notational conventions (macros) 5-1 

NOTRECOVERABLE parameter 


(see RECOVERABLE parameter) 

J 


• 
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NOTUSABLE parameter 
in LISTCAT command 3-130 


NOUPDATE parameter (see UPDATE parameter) 

NOUPGRADE parameter (see UPGRADE parameter) 

NOWRITECHECK parameter (see WRITECHECK parameter) 

null clauses 3-155 

NULLIFY parameter 


in ALTER command 3-11 

NUMBERED parameter (see INDEXED parameter) 


o 
OBJECTS parameter 


in IMPORT command 3-1 I7 

in IMPORTRA command 3-124 


OFF parameter 
in PARM command 3-158 


open a file for processing 5-15 to 5-16 

OPEN error codes (see codes) 

OPEN macro 4-4,5-15 to 5-\6 

OPEN/CLOSE/TCLOSE message area 5-17 to 5-19 

operand notation 


for a BLDVRP macro F-8 

for a GENCB macro F-4 

for a MODCB macro F-5 

for a SHOWCA T macro F-8 

for a SHOWCB macro F-5 

for a TESTCB macro F-6 

for a WRTBFR macro F-8 


operator entering passwords 
(see CODE and ATTEMPTS parameters) 

OR sign (I), in notational conventions \-4 
ORDERED parameter 

in DEFINE command 

an alternate index 3-33 

a cluster 3-56 


ORDERED subparameter 

in IMPORT command 3-119 


ORIGIN parameter 

in DEFINE command 


a master catalog 3-72 

a user catalog 3-94 

data space 3-84 


OUTDA T ASET parameter 3- I7 
OUTFILE parameter 


in BLDINDEX command J-2 

in EXPORT command 3-105 

in EXPORTRA command 3-111 

in IMPORT command J-II 

in IMPORTRA command J-12 

in REPRO command 3-143, J-\4 


output file on disk 

closing of 5-16 

opening of 5-\5 


output from PRINT 3-139 

OUTPW parameter 3-\2\ 

overlapping I/O operations 5-10 

overwriting (see ERASE parameter) 

OWNER parameter 


in ALTER command 3-\\ 
in DEFINE command 


an alternate index 3-33 

a cluster 3-56 

a master catalog 3-72 

a path 3-79 

a user catalog 3-95 


p 
parameter abbreviations K-\ 
parameter lists 


for a BLDVRP macro G-8 

for a GENCB macro G-\ 

for a MODCB macro G-3 

for aSHOWCB macro G-4 

for a TESTCB macro G-5 


parameters 

keyword 1-5 

lists \-5 

parentheses within \-5 

positional 1-5 

separators and \-5 


parameter set 1-5 

parentheses, in notational conventions \-4 

PARM command 3-158 

password requirements 1-\ 

passwords 


control 
(see CONTROLPW PARAMETER) 

levels of authorization 
(see AUTHORIZATION parameter) 

master 
(see MASTERPW parameter) 

read 
(see READPW parameter) 

update 
(see UPDATEPW parameter) 

path access to VSAM files 
for keyed retrieval 


direct 5-29 

sequential 5-27 

skip sequential 5-29 


for keyed storage 5-29 

for keyed deletion 5-30 


path, defining a 2-24 

PATH parameter 


in DEFINE command 3-76 

in DELETE command 3-99 

in LISTCAT command 3-\29 


PATH ENTRY parameter 
in DEFINE command 3-80 


PERMANENT parameter (see TEMPORARY parameter) 

plus sign \-6 

PN, print chain option 3-159 

POINT macro 5-5\ 


programming example of 5-60 

portable files, loading 2-37 

portable files, making 2-37 

positional parameters \-5 

positioning VSAM 5-8, 5-50, 5-51 

preventing deadlock in exclusive control 5-80 

primary allocation (see CYLINDERS, RECORDS, 


and TRACKS parameters) 

prime index 2-19 

PRIMEDAT ADEVICE subparameter 


in EXPORT command 3- 107 

in EXPORTRA command 3-113 

in IMPORT command 3-\\7 

in IMPORTRA command 3-\24 

in PRINT command 3-135 

in REPRO command 3-142,3-\45 


print chain options 3-159 

PRINT command 


command parameters summary E-16 
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examples A-15, A-19 

format 3-133 

parameters 3-133 

sample output from 3-139 


printing data records 2-38 

prompting codes for operator entering passwords 


(see CODE and ATTEMPTS parameters) 

processing options, summary 5-26 

programming examples 


for an ACB macro 5-33 

for addressed direct retrieval 5-59 

for addressed sequential addition 5-67 

for addressed sequential deletion 5-72 

for address sequential retrieval 5-57 

for addressed sequential update 5-70 

for chaining I/O requests 5-62 

for an ENDREQ macro 5-63 

for an ERASE macro 5-71, 5-72 

for an EXLST macro 5-33 

for a GENCB macro 5-37,5-48,5-56,5-57 

for a GET macro 5-58 to 5-63, 5-68 to 5-72 

for giving up position 5-63 

for keyed direct deletion 5-71 

for keyed direct retrieval 5-58 

for keyed direct update 5-69 

for keyed insertion 5-64, 5-66 

for keyed sequential retrieval 5-55 

for keyed sequential update 5-68 

for a MODCB macro 5-39,5-48,5-57 

for positioning 


using a GET macro 5-61 

using a POINT macro 5-60 


for a PUT macro 5-64 to 5-70 

for an RPL macro 5-33 

for retrieving a record 5-55 to 5-59 

for a SHOWCB macro 5-43, 5-56 

for skip sequential insertion 5-65 

for skip sequential retrieval 5-56 

for storing records 5-64 to 5-67 

for a TESTCB macro 5-46 


protecting shared data 
(see SHAREOPTIONS parameter) 

protection parameters 

in ALTER command 3-6 

in DEFINE command 


to define an alternate index 3-23 

to define a catalog 3-65 

to define a cluster 3-45 

to define a path 3-77 


providing a resource pool 5-73 

PURGE parameter 


in DELETE command 3-102 

in EXPORT command 3-107 

in IMPORT command 3-121 


PUT macro 5-50 


Q 
QN, print chain option 3-159 


R 
ranges of key values for space allocation 

(see KEYRANGES parameter) 
read password 

(see READPW parameter) 
read-only access (see READPW parameter) 

READPW parameter 
in ALTER command 3-11,3-12 
in DEFINE command 

an alternate index 3-33 

a cluster 3-56 

a master catalog 3-72 

a path 3-80 

a user catalog 3-95 


nullifying 3-11 

record 


length 

(see RECORDSIZE parameter) 


loading into a file 2-18 

RECORD FORMAT subparameter 


in PRINT command 3-135 

in REPRO command 3-143,3-145 


RECORDMODE parameter (see CIMODE parameter) 
records 


deletion of 5-30, 5-31 

retrieval of (see GET macro) 

writing of (see PUT macro) 


RECORDS parameter 

to define an alternate index 3-33 

to define a cluster 3-57 

to define a data space 3-84 

to define a master catalog 3-72 

to define a user catalog 3-95 


RECORDSIZE parameter 

in ALTER command 3-12 

in DEFINE command 


an alternate index 3-34 

a cluster 3-57 

a data space 3-85 


in PRINT command 3-136 

in REPRO command 3-143,3-146 


recoverable catalog, defining a file in a 2-17 

RECOVERABLE parameter 


in DEFINE command 

for a master catalog 3-72 

for a user catalog 3-95 


recovering catalog entries and data 2-39 

RECOVERY parameter 


in DEFINE command 

an alternate index 3-34 

a cluster 3-57 


register usage 
for VSAM exits 


EODAD 5-10 

EXCPAD 5-10 

JRNAD 5-11 

LERAD 5-13 

SYNAD 5-14 


RELATE parameter 3-35 

relating deferred requests 5-78 

relative byte address (see RBA) 

relative-record file 


defining a 2-17 

processing of 5-25 


removing volumes 3-12 

REMOVEVOLUMES parameter 


in ALTER command 3-12 

renaming files 3-10, 3-119 

reorganizing files 2-32 

REPLACE parameter 


in REPRO command 3-148 


j 
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l 

REPLI CA TE parameter 
in DEFINE command 


an alternate index 3-35 

a cluster 3-58 


replication of index records 
(see REPLICATE parameter) 

REPRO command 

command parameters summary E-17 

examples 2-26, A-15, A-19, A-36, A-38 

format 3-140 

parameters 3-141 


request macros 

GET 5-49 

ENDREQ 5-52 

ERASE 5-52 

POINT 5-51 

PUT 5-50 

return codes after 5-53 


request parameter list (RPL) 4-3,5-20 to 5-25 

chaining of 5-22 to 5-23 

generation of during assembly 5-20 

generation of during execution 5-35 

modification of 5-38 

operand notation for 


in the GENCB macro F-4 

in the MODCB macro F-5 

in the SHOWCB macro F-5 

in the TESTCB macro F-6 


parameter list for accessing 

byGENCB G-I 

byMODCB G-3 

by SHOWCB G-4 

by TESTCB G-5 


programming examples of 5-32, 5-55 

requirements. storage (see storage requirements) 

reserving 


free space 
(see FREESPACE parameter) 

volumes 
(see CANDIDATE, VOLUME, and ADDVOLUMES 

parameters) 
reset condition codes 3-153.3-160 
RESETCA T command 

command parameters summary E-18 

examples 2-46 

format 3-149 

parameters 3-149 

requirements 2-44 


resource pool 5-73 to 5-77 

building 5-74 

deleting 5-76 


respecifying attributes 3-3 

retention date for file 


nullifying 3-11 

(see also FOR and TO parameters) 


RETENTION parameter 3-11 

retrieval of records (see also GET macro) 5-27 to 5-29, 5-31 


programming examples for 5-55 to 5-59 

return codes (see codes) 

reusable files 3-58. 5-6 

REUSE parameter 


in DEFINE command 

an alternate index 3-35 

a cluster 3-58 


in REPRO command 3-148 


REWIND subparameter 

in EXPORT command 3-\07 

in EXPORTRA command 3-113 

in IMPORT command 3-116 

in IMPORTRA command 3-123 

in PRINT command 3-135 

in REPRO command 3-142, 3-145 


RN,printchainoption 3-153 

RPL (see request parameter list) 

rules of continuation 1-6 


s 
SAM files 


cataloging 2-26 

converting 3-140 

copying 3-140 

deleting 2-28 

listing catalog entries for 2-38 

printing 2-38 


SAM to VSAM conversion 3-140 

sample job streams 

sample output from PRINT 3-139 

SCRATCH parameter 


in DELETE command 3-102 

secondary allocations for files (see CYLINDERS, 


RECORDS, and TRACKS parameters) 

security (see AUTHORIZATION parameter) 

separators 1-5 

sequence of execution, controlling 3-156 

sequential processing 5-25 

sequential retrieval 5-27 to 5-29 

sequential storage 


using addressed access 5-32 

using keyed access 5-29 


SEQUENTIALDUMP parameter 

in LISTCRA command 3-132 


SET command 3-160 

set condition codes 3-153 

shared resources 5-73 

shared resource option (ACB) 5-5, 5-73 

SHAREOPTIONS parameter 


in ALTER command 3-13 

in DEFINE command 


an alternate index 3-35 

a cluster 3-58 


sharing data 

options modified in ALTER command 3-13 

specified in DEFINE command J~35, 3-58 


sharing resources (buffers, control blocks. 

and channel programs) 5-73 


SHOWCAT (display catalog) macro 5-80 

format of display area 5-85 


SHOWCB (display control block) macro 4-5, 5-39 

method of operand notation in F-5 

parameter list for G-4 

programming examples of 5-43, 5-56 


SKIP parameter 

in PRINT command 3-137 

in REPRO command 3-146 


skip sequential insertion 5-29 

programming example of 5-65 


skip sequential retrieval 5-29 

programming example of 5-56 


slashes 1-5 

SN. print chain option 3-159 
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space, data 

allocating 3-82 

defining 2-8 

for catalog 2-5 to 2-8 


space estimates for catalog 2-3 

SPACE parameter 


in DEFINE SPACE command 3-85 

in DELETE command 3-102 

in LlSTCA T command 3-129 


SPANNED parameter 
in DEFINE CLUSTER command 3-60 


spanned records, handling 5-25 

SPEED parameter (see RECOVERY parameter) 

spreading files over volumes 


(see KEYRANGES parameter) 

standard form ofGENCB, MODCB, SHOWCB, 


TESTCB macro 5-35 

starting location 


in PRINT command 3-136 

in REPRO command 3-146 


statistics 

provided by VSAM 5-39 


STDLABEL subparameter 

in EXPORT command 3-106 

in EXPORTRA command 3-112 

in IMPORT command 3-116 

in IMPORTRA command 3-123 

in PRINT command 3-134 

in REPRO command 3-141,3-144 


STEP parameter 3-18 

stop testing 3-158 

stopping location 


in PRINT command 3-137 

in REPRO command 3-147 


storage of records 

addressed access 5-32 

control interval access 5-32 

keyed access 5-29 


storage requirements VSAM catalog 2-3 

STRING subparameter 


in ALTER command 3-11 

structure of commands 1-4 

suballocated VSAM file, defining a 2-10,2-12 

SUBALLOCATION parameter (see UNIQUE parameter) 

summary of processing options 5-26 

SYNAD exit routine 5-13 

syntax 1-4 

SYSOO4 3-117 

SYSOO5 3-107 


T 
TABLE parameter 


in P ARM command 3-159 

TCLOSE (temporary close) macro 4-5.5-17 


error codes after 5-17 

message area 5-18, 5-19 


temporary exportation 2-35 

TEMPORARY parameter 


in EXPORT command 3-108 

terminate processing 3-160 

terminator 1-7 

TEST parameter 


in PARM command 3-158 

TESTCB (test control block) macro 4-5. 5-43 


forms of (execute. generate. list) 5-47 

methods ofoperand notaion in F-6 
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parameter list for G-5 

programming example of 5-46 


THEN clause 3-154 

TN. print chain option 3-159 

TO parameter 


in ALTER command 3-13 

in DEFINE command (see FOR parameter) 


TOADDRESS parameter 

in PRINT command 3-137 

in REPRO command 3-147 


TOKEY parameter 

in PRINT command 3-137 

in REPRO command 3-147 


TONUMBER parameter 

in PRINT command 3-137 

in REPRO command 3-147 


TRACE parameter 
in PARM command 3-158 


tracing outputs 3-158 

TRACKS parameter 


to define an alternate index 3-37 

to define a cluster 3-60 

to define a data space 3-85 

to define a master catalog 3-73 

to define a user catalog 3-95 


transaction ID 5-25, 5-78 

transporting files between systems 2-35 

types ofcommands 1-3 


u 
underlining, in notational conventions 1-4 

UNINHIBIT parameter 


in ALTER command 3-14 

unique file 
 J 

defining a 2- 10, 2-12 

space for a 2-9 


UNIQUE parameter 

used to define an alternate index 3-37 

used to define a cluster 3-60 


UNIQUEKEY parameter 

in ALTER command 3-14 

in DEFINE command 


an alternate index 3-38 

UNLOAD subparameter 


in EXPORT command 3-107 

in EXPORTRA command 3-113 

in IMPORT command 3-117 

in IMPORTRA command 3-124 

in PRINT command 3-135 

in REPRO command 3-142.3-145 


UNORDERED parameter (see ORDERED parameter) 
UNORDERED subparameter (see ORDERED subparameter) 
UPDATE parameter 

in ALTER command 3-14 

update password 


(see UPDATEPW parameter) 

UPDATEPW parameter 


in ALTER command 3-11. 3-14 

in DEFINE command 


an alternate index 3-38 

a cluster 3-61 

a master catalog 3-73 

a path 3-80 

a user catalog 3-96 


nullifying 3-11 
 J 



L 

updating VSAM files 5-29, 5-31 

programming examples 5-68 to 5-72 


UPGRADE parameter 

in ALTER command 3-14 

in DEFINE command 


an alternate index 3-38 

USECLASS parameter 


in alternate index 3-38 

in cluster 3-61 

in IMPORT command 3-120 

in IMPORTRA command 3-125 


user catalog 

(see also master catalog) 

cataloging nonVSAM files 2-26 

connecting to master catalog 2-30,3-115 

creating a 2-3 


examples 2-6 to 2-8, A-2, A-3 

disconnecting from master catalog 3-104 

volume portability 2-30 


USERCAT ALOG parameter 

in DEFINE command 3-96 

in DELETE command 3-102 

in LlSTCAT command 3-129 


user I/O routines D-3 

using job control 2-1 

user security verification routine (USVR) 


in ALTER command 3-8 

in DEFINE command 


an alternate index 3-23 

a cluster 3-45 

a master catalog 3-66 

a path 3-77 

a user catalog 3-88 


USVR (see user security verification routine) 

v 

verbs 1-4 to 1-5 

verification ofend-of-file 5-16 

VERIFY command 2-46,3-152 


command parameters summary E-18 

example 2-47 

format 3-152 

parameters 3-152 


verifying a file's accessibility 2-46 

volser (see VOLUME and VOLUMES parameters) 

VOLUME parameter 


in DEFINE command 

a master catalog 3-73 

a user catalog 3-96 


in LISTCA T command 3-130 

VOLUMES parameter 


used to define an alternate index 3-39 

used to define a cluster 3-62 

used to define a data space 3-85 

used to define a non VSAM file 3-75 


VOLUMES subparameter 

in IMPORT command 3-120 

in IMPORTRA command 3-125 


VSAM catalog 

(see also master catalog and user catalog) 

cataloging non VSAM files 2-26 


VSAM data space, defining a 2-8 

VSAM to SAM conversion 3-140 

VSAM (virtual storage access method) 


connecting a processing program with 5-14 

disconnecting offrom a processing program 5-16 


displaying control block information 5-42 

error codes (see codes) 

exits for 


end ofdata (EODAD) 5-9 

journaling (JRNAD) 5-11 

logical error (LERAD) 5-13 

physical I/O error (SYNAD) 5-13 

overlapped processing (EXCPAD) 5-10 


generating control blocks for 

during assembly 5-1 

during execution 5-35 


manipulating control block information 5-35 

modifying control block information 5-38 

relating programs with 5-1 

return codes (see codes) 


VSAM macros 

ACB 5-2 

BLDVRP 5-74 

CLOSE 5-16 

DLVRP 5-76 

ENDREQ 5-52 

ERASE 5-52 

EXLST 5-8 

GENCB 5-35 

GET 5-49 

introduction to 4-1 to 4-6 

MODCB 5-38 

OPEN 5-15 

POINT 5-51 

PUT 5-50 

RPL 5-20 

SHOWCAT 5-80 

SHOWCB 5-39 

TCLOSE 5-17 

TESTCB 5-43 

WRTBFR 5-78 

VSAM positioning of 5-7 


by direct GET 5-49 

by POINT 5-51 

programming examples for 5-60 to 5-62 


VSAM return codes (see also codes) 

after BLDVRP 5-76 

after CLOSE or TCLOSE 5-17 

after DLVRP 5-77 

after manipulation macros 5-46 

after request macros 5-53 

after OPEN 5-15 

after SHOWCAT 5-84 


w 
WORKCAT parameter 


in RESETCAT command 3-150, J-15 

WORK FILE parameter 


in RESETCAT command J-15 

WORKFILES parameter 


in BLDINDEX command J-2 

WORKVOLUMES parameter 


in BLDINDEX command 3-17 

in RESETCAT command 2-44,3-150 


write access (see UPDATEPW parameter) 

write operation, verification (see WRITECHECK parameter) 


Index 13 
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WRITECHECK parameter 
in ALTER command 3-15 
in DEFINE command 

an alternate index 3-40 
a cluster 3-63 
a master catalog 3-73 
a user catalog 3-96 
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writing buffers 5-78 
writing records (see PUT macro) 
WRTBFR (write buffer) macro 5-78 

method ofoperand notation in F-8 
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